
Talking To Your Friends About Your Church

If one of your neighbors or co-workers asked you, “What sort of stuff do you do at church?”, 
what would you tell them?  How could you summarize and rephrase the key ideas of today’s 

message in a way that your non-churched friends could understand?  How could you relate the 
content of today’s message to their felt needs so that they can see how it applies to their lives?

Danger: Life Ahead!
Navigate Wisely.
The Book of Proverbs, Part 6

Marriage: Striking the
Perfect Match

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS
Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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“Talking Points, Walking Points” is a publication of 
   the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion:

Starter Question:
What from Sunday’s message interested you? ...made sense to you?      
...confused you?  ...intrigued you? ...upset you?  ...encouraged you?      
                                                                               ...and why?

• Pastor Doug showed that marriage needs three elements: commitment, romance, and friendship.
Why do you think he put commitment as the foundation?

What happens in a marriage when either romance or friendship is the foundation?

Read Proverbs 5:15-20.    Why does God care that we develop romance in marriage?

Read Proverbs 2:16-17.    Why does God care that we develop friendship in marriage?

• Pastor Doug suggested that little things such as back rubs, special meals, and intimate dates can 
foster romance.  What would you add to that list?

Which of those things can’t you imagine doing with or for your spouse—and why?

Pastor Doug suggested that we can foster friendship by being faithful, candid, encouraging, and 
tactful.  He suggested that you have fun together, that you refuse to belittle your spouse, and that 
you rebuild trust where it has been undermined.   What would you add to that list?

Which of those things can’t you imagine doing with or for your spouse—and why?

• Finally, the parents among us need to work together as a team.  In the home in which you grew up, 
which tasks did men usually do?   Women?   Children?    How did it work out?

What changes do you need to make in your household to work better as a “tag team”?
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Sermon Summary

Upcoming
2/28   Communion       9:30a & 11:15a
2/28  Middle School Student Worship    9:30-10:30am
2/28  High School Student Worship     11:15am-12:15pm
2/28  High School Acts Bible Study     5:30-7:30pm
2/28   Starting Point        9:30a
2/28   GriefShare         2:30-4p
2/29   PointMan Basketball       7-9p 
3/01   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:15p
3/02   AWANA         6:30-8:30p
3/06   New Member Welcome Service
3/06   Explore         12:45-2p
3/07   PointMan Basketball       7-9p
3/08   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:15p
3/09   AWANA         6:30-8:30p
3/11-12  MERGE Student Ministry Conference

There is more confusion today surrounding the institution of marriage than at any point in human history. Fortunately, God 
has not left us to navigate this important subject alone; He has spoken to us in his Word. From the Old Testament book of 
Proverbs, God provides a balanced portrait of marriage which we need to hear and apply.  No relationship can compare with 
the marriage relationship in terms of commitment. The book of Genesis talks about how a husband and wife enter into a 
one-flesh committed relationship. In other words, we have a unique physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual blending 
where two unique individuals become one. Only in marriage does one plus one equal one! And so the foundation of Christian 
marriage is our mutual commitment to one another, till death do we part.  But commitment alone does not make for a satisfying 
marriage. The book of Proverbs offers a balanced picture of the components which contribute to a healthy, satisfying marriage.

In a healthy marriage, we find both romance and a strong, loving friendship. In other words, God intends for us to be both 
lovers and friends. In Proverbs 5:18-19, we read, “May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. 
A loving doe, a graceful deer—may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be intoxicated with her love.” Solomon is 
saying to us, “Don’t let the romance die out. Keep those home fires burning.”  Men tend to be great at this before they get 
married. Flowers, phone calls during the day, gifts, and exciting dates are the norm.  But after we have been married for a few 
years, it’s easy to fall into a boring, monotonous routine. We make the mistake of ceasing to date our wives. No couple ever 
intends for the romance to die. It doesn’t happen overnight. But slowly, day by day, we cease to do the little things that once 
came so naturally, so spontaneously… the cards, the special meals, and the intimate dates. Gentlemen, although it takes 
two to tango, I believe that we should take the lead in lighting the fires of romance in our marriages.  Not only does Proverbs 
highlight the romantic side of marriage, it also envisions marriage as an exclusive partnership between close friends. We see 
this in Proverbs 2:16-17, where we are warned against entering into an adulterous relationship. I want to focus in on the word 
translated “partner” in the NIV text. The word “partner” simply doesn’t do justice to the Hebrew word used here. The Hebrew 
word alluph is always reserved for the closest of friends. In healthy biblical marriages, couples are both lovers and friends. 

The second broad area Proverbs addresses touching on marriage is the whole area of parenting. The parenting function 
is designed by God to be carried out jointly. In other words, we are to work as a team (Proverbs 1:8-9). God knows our 
limitations. He understands the challenge of parenting. That’s why, ideally, parenting involves both a Mom and a Dad.  It is 
really important that we set common values and goals for our children. As Christian parents, those goals and values should 
reflect a Biblical worldview. After all, this is God’s world. We operate best when adopt and live out Biblical values. When we 
don’t, we experience the negative consequences of our choices. So, if you love your children, seek to instill in them Biblical 
values.  It is also important that we establish appropriate boundaries for our kids with clear consequences for violations. 
Our children need boundaries. There is a lot of security in knowing what is right and what is wrong—in knowing what is 
acceptable and what is unacceptable. But we have to be careful that the boundaries we establish are fair and appropriate 
to the maturity of our children. All of our children are different. 

When you think about it, boundaries are useless if they are not enforced. There must be clear consequences for violations. 
Mom and Dad, you need to get together on this. Every time you waffle on following through with the consequences you have 
established, you weaken the boundary and encourage your child not to take you seriously.  You must present a united front. 
Speak as one. If your children sense that you are not in agreement, look out! Our kids are sharp. They will pit us against 
one another.  When you see this happening, you should say something like, “Let mom and I talk about it.  Don’t ask again. 
We’ll let you know what we decide.”  

If we follow these Biblical principles in our marriages, 
we can expect God’s blessing in our homes.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Anyone who’s married has at one time or another thought, “My spouse is a mystery!”  News Flash!  Marriage itself is a mystery!
So, married or not, this week we’ll pull back the curtain and gain some biblical insight into that thing called “marriage”.

Monday—Read Genesis 1:27-28
• Fill in the following blanks: “God created _m______ in His own image, in the image of God He created _h______, 

_m________ and _f___________ He created _t_______.”  and then answer the following thought questions:
• So, exactly who is getting created here?!    “man”?    “males”?    “females”? 
• “Him” (singular) and “them” (plural) refer to the same creation.  How do you explain that?  
• How does this verse prove the equality of men and women?
• How does this verse prove that men and women are not identical?
• How does this passage shed light on the origin of our word, “mankind”?
• Summarize what you’ve learned thus far (it’s not much, but it’s foundational to the rest of this study).

Tuesday—Read Genesis 2:18-25.
• This passage “zeros in” on the pinnacle of God’s creation, mankind.  What are some of the details you learn?
• Six times in chapter 1 God called his creation “good” (v. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, and 25).  In v. 31, the summary calls everything “very good”.

But then, notice God’s evaluation of His yet-unfinished creation: “It is ________ good...” (2:18). 
Sin had not yet ruined any of God’s good creation, so this was not a moral pronouncement, but a statement of incompleteness.

• Describe the process God used to “drive home” the fact that man needs a helper, and animals just won’t do!  (v. 19-20)
• How have you seen God use a lengthy process to teach you something?
• In v. 23, Adam is speaking (about Eve), and v. 25 is clearly about Adam and Eve.

But look closely at v. 24.  Did Adam have a father and a mother?  
• Verse 24 records the establishement of the institution of marriage, of which Adam and Eve were simply the first.
• Summarize what you’ve learned thus far about marriage.

Wednesday—Let’s explore the “one flesh” mystery of marriage...
• In Genesis 2:18, who decided that it wasn’t good for man to be alone?  Who decided to make a helper suitable for him?

Who brought Eve to Adam (v. 22)? Who created the “one flesh” reality?  (Hint:  The answer to each of those questions is the same.)
• So, marriage is God’s idea, God’s “thing”.  It is not sociologically determined.  (Adam wasn’t even aware of his deficiency.)

What does this tell you about who gets to determine what marriage is, what it isn’t, and how it is to function?
• Read Mark 10:6-9.  What is God’s design for marriage?
• Although people say “I do”, who actually creates the marriage bond (v. 9)?
• What are some implications of these truths to your life today?

Thursday—Read Ephesians 5:31-32
• What does v. 31 refer to?  (This is not a trick question—but it’s critical that we be explicit.  It is about marriage.)
• When v. 32a speaks of “this great mystery”, it’s clearly referring to marriage.   (Remember: “Context is king!”  See 5:22-33).

But what does v. 32b say that marriage is about?   What in the world could that mean?! 
• Read John 3:26-29.  Let’s identify the various people mentioned in these verses:

a.   “they” (v. 25-26) = some of John the Baptist’s disciples
b.   John the Baptist (v. 26-29)
c.   “He who was with you beyond the Jordan...He to whom all are coming” (v. 26) = Jesus (“the Christ”, v. 28).
d.   “all” who are coming to Christ = people who are responding with faith in the gospel message
e.   Now, with this clarity, let’s focus on v. 29!  “He who has the bride is the bridegroom...”  

John, “the best man”, was waning in popularity (read John 4:1).  Jesus is the real deal; Jesus is the bridegroom.
In a wedding ceremony, how can you identify bridegoom?  He’s the one who get’s the bride!  So, who is the bride?

• OK, time to circle back around!  Ephesians 5:31 clearly is about marriage, but 5:32 says marriage is about Christ and the church.
What do you think could possibly be the connection?

Friday—”Promises, promises....”
• What promise do bridegrooms make to brides? 
• What promise did Jesus make in Matthew 28:20?
• What promise did the Lord make in Hebrews 13:20?
• Revelation 19 tells about a celestial wedding.  Read v. 1-8.  Who is the bridegroom?  Who is the bride (v. 7-8)?
• Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  How do we get to become the bride of Christ?
• What is the “fine linen” we will be clothed in when Christ marries us in heaven? (see Revelation 19:8)
• And who prepared for us those “fine linen deeds” which we will do?  (see Ephesians 2:10)  
• Summarize what you’ve learned today.

Saturday—Bring it all together.
• Just as “the Fatherhood of God” is the reality to which earthly fatherhood points, so earthly marriage points to something greater.
• Complete this sentence as many ways as you can: “Since our Heavenly Father is _____, earthly fathers should be _____.”

(examples include: “patient”, “trustworthy”, “loving”, etc.)
• Now, complete this sentence as many ways as you can:  “Since earthly marriage is an illustration of Christ’s commitment to 

the church and the church’s relationship to Christ...”

• Which one of those one parallels do you most need to work on?                                  Will you do it...this week?


