
Talking To Your Friends About Your Church

If one of your neighbors or co-workers asked you, “What sort of stuff do you do at church?”, 
what would you tell them?  How could you summarize and rephrase the key ideas of today’s 

message in a way that your non-churched friends could understand?  How could you relate the 
content of today’s message to their felt needs so that they can see how it applies to their lives?

Danger: Life Ahead!
Navigate Wisely.
The Book of Proverbs, Part 5

The Secret to Making Friends

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS
Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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“Talking Points, Walking Points” is a publication of 
   the adult discipleship ministry of Triangle Community Church. 

Questions for Reflection or Discussion:

Starter Question:
What from Sunday’s message interested you? ...made sense to you?      
...confused you?  ...intrigued you? ...upset you?  ...encouraged you?      
                                                                               ...and why?

• In thirty seconds or less, tell a story which illustrates your most faithful friend in action.

How did you come to be friends with this person?

Was the “flow” of faithfulness between you balanced (her toward you / you toward her)?  Why or why not?

Concretely describe a way you became more faithful due to her influence.

• Many people will boorishly tell you exactly what they think (about your child-raising, your weight, etc.)  
Where is the line between “candidness” and “pushiness”?    Toward which do you tend?

Tell about a time when you were lovingly candid with a friend, for his own good.  Did you dread it?
Did she take your advice?  If not, what resulted?  If yes, how was she protected or improved?

• Pastor Doug said that encouragement can take many forms—literally anything which 
stimulates courage in one who is disheartened (en + courage).  It’s not “one size fits all”.
What most encourages you?  What works best for someone you’re close to (spouse, child, etc.)?

When was a time you tried to encourage someone, but it backfired?  What did you learn?

• As a community group, discuss TCCers who you might be able to befriend (at this stage, use 
pseudonyms so that you’re not gossiping!).   Describe his/her situation as you know it.   Decide on 
one of them to befriend as a group.  Discuss your approach.  Pray for success.  Then...do it!



Sermon Summary

Upcoming
2/21  Middle School Student Worship    9:30-10:30am
2/21  High School Student Worship     11:15am-12:15pm
2/21  High School Acts Bible Study     5:30-7:30pm
2/21   Starting Point - Orientation      9:30a
2/21   Baby Dedication Service      9:30a & 11:15a
2/21   GriefShare         2:30-4p
2/21   Connect4 - Guests & Newcomers Fellowship   4:30-5:30p
2/21   Night of Worship + Baptism      6-7:15p
2/22   PointMan Basketball       7-9p
2/23   Middle School Echo Groups      6:30-8:15p
2/24   AWANA         6:30-8:30p
2/28   Communion       9:30a & 11:15a
2/28  Middle School Student Worship    9:30-10:30am
2/28  High School Student Worship     11:15am-12:15pm
2/28  High School Acts Bible Study     5:30-7:30pm
2/28   Starting Point        9:30a
2/28   GriefShare         2:30-4p
2/29   PointMan Basketball       7-9p 

We all want to have good friends, friends that accept us, are honest with us, and “have our backs.” In order to cultivate this 
type of friendship, it can be helpful to focus on being a friend rather than on finding a friend.  What makes a good friend? The 
book of Proverbs outlines four essential qualities of true friendship. The first quality is loyalty; in biblical terms, “faithfulness.” 
Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” 
This is a person who—no matter how bad things get—will be there for you. When you’re in a jam, count him in. He is not a 
“fair-weather” friend. You quickly discover who your real friends are when it is not fun or convenient to be your friend…when 
there is work to be done, or when you are facing a time of adversity or embarrassment.  Proverbs 17:17 says, “A friend loves 
at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” Who can count on you when the chips are down? Are you a “fair-weather” 
friend? Or do you possess that rare quality of friendship called faithfulness? 

The book of Proverbs highlights another quality which is essential to friendship: Being candid. A really good friend is 
so committed to you that he is willing to tell you the truth even though it may strain your friendship.  Maybe you have a 
personality quirk which is turning people off. Maybe you are controlling. Maybe you treat people in a condescending manner 
and it is hurting your witness for Christ. A real friend will lovingly point out these shortcomings because she cares about 
you. She knows that to remain silent will not only bring you grief, but will negatively affect others.  Proverbs 27:5-6 states, 
“Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.” In the words 
of Solomon, to refrain from lovingly rebuking someone in need of correction is not only to hide love, it is to position yourself 
as her enemy, because you have withheld that which is ultimately in her best interest. You are setting her up for failure. 

There is a third trait a friend should possess: he should be quick to encourage. Proverbs 27:9 says, “Perfume and incense 
bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of one’s friend springs from his earnest counsel.” If we are to become all that 
God desires, we need the encouragement of our friends. Depending on the situation, this encouragement may be delivered 
in two very different packages. Sometimes, we may need a good swift kick in the pants. And sometimes, we need our friend 
to come alongside us and gently say, “I know things are tough right now, but with God’s help you will make it through this. You 
can do it. I believe in you.” Your friend’s confidence inspires your own. He inspires you to press ahead despite the obstacles. 

The fourth trait a good friend will have is tact. Proverbs 15:2 says, “The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, but 
the mouth of fools spouts folly.” While a friend is candid, he is not reckless in his candor. He is concerned about his friend’s 
feelings. Because he loves his friend, and wants the best for him, he is honest with him, speaking the truth in love. In other 
words, he tries to say things in a way that are both honest and caring. His goal is to help, not to hurt. And so he tries to say 
things in a way that his friend can best hear it and accept it.  This quality called “tact” has many different faces. For example, a 
tactful person is sensitive to not overstay their welcome. Proverbs 25:17 says, “Let your foot rarely be in your neighbors’ house, 
lest he become weary of you and hate you.” If a friend invites you over for dinner, you are exercising tact by not overstaying 
your welcome.  Proverbs 27:14 says, “He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be reckoned a 
curse to him.” You may be a morning person, your friend may not. Being mindful of these differences is exercising tact. 

Proverbs 26:18-19 says, “Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows and death, so is the man who deceives his 
neighbor, and says, ‘Was I not joking?’” Friends often joke around with one another. But we need to be careful not to make 
jokes at our friend’s expense. What is funny to us may not be funny to him. We need to realize that saying, “I was only 
joking,” doesn’t magically repair the hurt that our insensitive jesting may have caused.   

When you focus on being a good friend rather than finding one, 
there’s no doubt you will develop godly friendships that will last a lifetime.



Digging Deeper in your Daily Quiet Time

As Pastor Doug showed, one of the keys to being a good friend is becoming an encourager.  There was a man in 
the Bible who’s name was Joseph, but he got the nick-name “Son of encouragement” (we know him as “Barnabas”) 
because he was so good at encouraging others.  A study of the Greek word for encouragement; paraklēsis;  reveals 
some fascinating insights.  Let’s follow the noun and verb forms of this wonderful word through the New Testament.  
You’ll notice that it is translated into English in a wide variety of ways—revealing the rich nuances of this concept.  
Circle or mark with a colored pen/pencil each time the word appears.  All of these references are the same Greek word, 
regardless of how it is translated into English.

Monday—Look for some form of the word “encouragement” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Acts 4:36; 11:23; 14:22; 15:31-32; 16:40 and 27:33-34
• Romans 15:4-5
• 1 Corinthians 16:12
• Colossians 2:2 and 4:8
• Philippians 2:1
• 1 Thessalonians 3:2 and 5:11
• Hebrews 3:13 and 6:18.

Tuesday—Look for some form of the word “comfort” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Luke 6:24
• Acts 9:31; 20:12
• 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2:7; 7:4-13; 13:11
• Ephesians 6:22
• 1Thessalonians 3:7; 4:18
• 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

Wednesday—Look for some form of the word “appeal/beg/beseech” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Matthew 26:53
• Mark 1:40
• Acts 13:42; 16:9, 39; 21:12; 24:14
• 2 Corinthians 5:20 and 8:17
• 1 Timothy 5:1

Thursday—Look for some form of the word “exhort” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Luke 3:18
• Acts 2:40; 13:15; 20:1-2
• Romans 12:8
• 1 Corinthians 1:10; 4:16; 14:3, 31
• 1 Thessalonians 2:3, 11; 4:1
• 2 Thessalonians 3:12
• 1 Timothy 4:13
• 2 Timothy 4:2
• Titus 1:9; 2:5
• Hebrews 12:5; 13:22
• 1 Peter 5:1, 12

Friday—Look for some form of the word “implore” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Matthew 8:5, 34; 14:36
• Mark 5:10, 12, 17, 18, 23; 6:56; 7:32; 8:22
• Luke 7:4; 8:31-32, 41
• Acts 9:38
• 2 Corinthians 12:8
• Ephesians 4:1

Saturday—Look for some form of the word “urge” in each of the following verses.  What do you learn?
• Acts 16:15; 19:31; 25:2
• Romans 12:1; 15:30; 16:17
• 1 Corinthians 16:15
• 2 Corinthians 2:8; 6:1; 8:4, 6; 9:5; 10:1; 12:18
• Philippians 4:2
• 1 Thessalonians 4:10; 5:14
• 1 Timothy 1:3; 2:1
• Titus 2:6
• Hebrews 13:19, 22
• 1 Peter 2:11


