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Make DNA
e new
ing erprmt

arol Dickerson will never
forget the nightmare of
August 17, 1996, when
she was horrifically raped
by a stranger. Her un-

1magmable pain was compound- -
. ed eight years later when she:
learned that her still unidentified -

assajlantwent on to rape again, at-
' tackinga 12-year-old girl..
" Authorities knew' that, Carol’
" assailant was the same as the girls
.because the DNA from both rape

kits matched But-amazingly, be-.
cause they could not match the "

" DNA'samples to a‘specific indi-

vidual; his. 1dent1ty remamed un-

known. :
In other words, she
knew that the two-

Indefensibly,'
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- yearsfor hisrole in the two sexual
assaults.

But New York’s use of DNA —

this powerful, precise tool to con-

" vict the guilty and exonerate the

“innocent —isstillnowhere near as

" advanced as it .needs to be. We

still failto collect DNA samples i1

all: misdemeanor cases, which

comprise 54% of the individuals
_ convicted of crifnes. ‘
" This means in more than half
the -cases; ‘convicted criminals
who may go on to commit other
crimes, including mur-
der or rape, are slip-
ping - through the

time "rapist could _ . ~ cracks of possible fu-

i possible
strikeagain. New Yorkfails turcdetection.
Thé reason DNA. L This' must be cor-
cou}ldx}o.tbehnkedto to co"ect jt  rected The evidence

‘2;1 J;admlc\lll;:} Wa;g:}; is clear that violent
. criminals commit
» ﬁta‘t{! s o"ﬁﬂy trestnc- fr Om more ‘both multiple crimes -
ve lawat the timere- and ° - nonviolent
quired only a small than half of a" crimes. It follows then
number “of offenders’ that the more offend- -
convicted of certain . quired -
violent crimes to sub- co nVlCted E;Zit‘tlea});ri ;:%fgf
it~ DNA samples. imes we
'Thls was like asking Crlmlnals vzhai;'lgszn:nmes we
~ only offenders -con- ~ Inthe2ist century,

victed of a small number of crimes
to be fingerprinted, when we cur-

rently fingerprint everyone arrest- .

ed and booked for a crime, and
keep those pnnts on file when'the
accused person is convicted.

Carol fought back in one of the
best ways possible: She took ac-.:

tion, along with a coalition of law

enforcement officials and activ- -

ists, and persuaded the Legisla-
ture to expand DNA collection to
all felony and some misdemeanor-
‘cases, so. that others could be
spared her pain. .

In 2006, then-Gov. George.

Pataki s1gned thisnewlaw, and in

.a moment nothing short of poetic
justice, the seécond person arrest-

ed under the statute was the very
. manwhohadraped Caroland the
- 12-year-old, girl. Just two weeks
" ago, the Daily News repdrted that
,Carol’s raplst was sentenced to 75

DNA should be treated in the
same way that fingerprints were
treated in the 20th century. That
is,a DNA sample should be taken -
. for all offenses and kept in a data-
~base in cases once a person is con-
victed. . '
There’sno excuse. Not onlyisit
now less expensive and faster to
test DNA, but there are an ever-in-
‘creasing number of surfaces from
which DNA can be lifted, includ- -
ing guns and bullets. Almost any-
thinga criminal toucheshassome
chance ofyieldinga DNA sample.
With DNA both so present and
so potent, we owe it to those that
may become victims of violent _

crimestodo all that we can'to pre- . -

ventsuchattacks from happening

inthe firstplace. :
Aborn is the president of the Citi-.

zens Crime Comm/ssmn of New: York
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