
APRIL BARCUS
they/them | 26

New Jersey / California

Preventing correlation between
trauma + physical chronic

health conditions 

STORMY LUKASAVAGE
he/his | 26

Kansas

Teens in foster care facing
heightened risks of life-time

recidivism 

CHRISTINA PARKER
ze/zim | 28

California / Michigan

Educational reform via free
college tuition fee waivers,

loan forgiveness, and
accessibility

NIJERIA PETERSON
she/her | 23

Michigan

Expediting services and funds
for youth to be more

immediate

ANNA THELEMAQUE
she/her | 20

Connecticut

Housing insecurity among
youth transitioning out of

foster care

ANGULINA WILSON
she/her | 20

Florida

Risk of foster youth placement
in homes with harmful

environments

RYAN YOUNG
he/him | 21

Arizona

Extending federal Chafee
foster care eligibility 

to age 26
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Stormy Lukasavage (he/him/his) is an established professional advocate from Topeka, Kansas who
has experience working with FosterClub, National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC),
National Foster Youth Institute (NFYI), and the Children’s Bureau in the Administration on Children,
Youth and Families (ACYF) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Having joined the
Kansas Youth Advisory Council in 2010, Stormy’s advocacy journey began by helping craft the Kansas
State Legislature’s Senate Bill No. 23 which enables foster youth the right to graduate from any post-
secondary institution with an altered, lower minimum curriculum of 21 credits. This is significant
because youth in care often struggle with attaining a high school diploma due to the transitional
nature of foster care and this lowered minimum of credits helps elevate graduation rates without
sacrificing critical education requirements. Stormy eventually became president of Kansas’ state
council and subsequently coordinated two of the biggest youth conferences focused on youth
development and life skills in Kansas’ history. In 2019, Stormy graduated with his bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice with a minor in acting, the latter he studied in London. Stormy was the first Kansas
participant in the prestigious FosterClub All-Star Internship and now works as part of the
organization’s National Foster Care Youth and Alumni Policy Council by bringing his experience with
the criminal justice system to the policymaking table. Currently, Stormy is planning to attend law
school in 2023.

Stormy Lukasavage (KS)

MEET THE 2022 FYI CLASS
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April Barcus (they/them/their) is currently studying Political Science and Legal Studies at Rutgers
University – Newark. They plan to obtain a dual JD/PhD and become a civil rights attorney. April is
most proud of their extracurricular work including being involved in multiple collegiate student
governments where they have advocated for diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion. They have
done a wide array of advocacy work regarding foster care reform. They have assisted in writing
legislation and policy to create change, pushed for access to resources for former and current foster
youth in under-serviced areas, and helped design and ensure direct cash aid assistance to foster
youth during the COVID-19 pandemic. They are also a proud former foster youth and are dedicated
to helping others achieve a higher quality of life.

April Barcus (CA/NJ)

CCAI FOSTER YOUTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM®

CCAI's Foster Youth Internship (FYI) Program® is a congressional internship for young adults who have
experienced the U.S. foster care system. The FYI Program began in 2003 as an effort to raise awareness to federal
policymakers about the needs and unique perspectives of children and youth in foster care. During the program,
CCAI organizes retreats, advocacy trainings, and various networking opportunities with experts in the child
welfare field for our Foster Youth Interns. While participating in a congressional office summer internship, the
Foster Youth Interns spend time researching policy issues affecting children and youth in the U.S. foster care
system. These experiences allow the interns to create a policy report that is presented to Members of Congress
and their staff and released to child welfare advocates across the country. 

http://www.ccainstitute.org/programs/view/foster-youth-internship-congressional-report


Nijeria Peterson (she/her/hers) is a Michigan native and recent graduate of Western Michigan
University (WMU) with a Bachelor of Administration in Business Law. Nijeria has a passion for
learning about the law and working with teams to build leadership skills while advocating for
change within the foster care system. Nijeria was active in the Criminal Justice Association on
WMU’s campus where she was able to learn about the intersection between business and the law
in addition to other aspects involving the legal system. Nijeria was also an active member of both
the Business Law Society and Black Student Union. While pursuing her undergraduate degree,
Nijeria had the opportunity to study abroad in South Africa, Cape Town which gave her the chance
to learn about different cultures in a new environment. Nijeria’s various experiences have taught
her about leadership roles in unique environments and how to work with diverse teams. Nijeria
enjoys broadening her network and working with peers who also have a passion for the law and
changing the conversation and policies around foster care. Nijeria plans to continue her passion
by attending law school and building a legal career to help underserved populations.

Nijeria Peterson (MI)

Christina Parker (ze/zir/zis) is a recent graduate of the University of Michigan School of Social Work
where ze received a master’s degree with a concentration in political science in April 2022. Ze is a
California native and graduated from California State University San Bernardino with a Bachelor of
Arts in Arabic Language, Culture, and Literature in 2018. Christina has been in service for over a
decade to diverse communities who experienced the foster care system, juvenile justice system, and
houselessness. Christina’s advocacy and passion for system change started with California Youth
Connection (CYC), a foster youth-led organization that empowers communities to use policy,
legislation, and advocacy to progress system change. Ze had the honor of working on California’s
Foster Youth Bill of Rights (AB175) which includes allowing LGBTQIAS+ youth in care to be placed in
gender-affirming facilities and have the right to be called by their chosen name and identified
pronouns. Christina has numerous notable legislative wins including the Foster Stability Bill (AB244)
which prevents children and youth in foster care from experiencing unnecessary or abrupt placement
changes as well as the Placement Stability for Probation Supervised Youth in Foster Care (AB1061) bill
which amends a section in AB2247 for juvenile justice-involved youth. Christina has also trained
thousands of professionals in effective advocacy, used zir art in spoken word and photography to
empower and explore complex topics, and has impacted millions through zir social media company,
Everything College, which helps bridge the gap between accessibility and higher education by sharing
important information on policies and resources with students.

Christina Parker (CA)

CONGRESSIONAL COALITION ON ADOPTION INSTITUTE

Anna Rose Thelemaque (she/her/hers) is a rising senior at the University of Connecticut with an
anticipated graduation of May 2023. Anna is pursuing a dual degree in human development and
political science. Through her studies, Anna is learning how human development – the brain and its
growth physically, emotionally, and socially – overlaps with politics and the law. Anna’s experience
and involvement in state-level advocacy work led her to choose this course of study. Anna presented
on what additional support, training, or improvements could be made to aid foster youth in finding
and maintaining housing at Connecticut's “Youth at the Capitol” event in February 2022. Anna aspires
to pursue a law degree after her undergraduate studies because she is highly motivated to use both
her experiences in academics and as someone with lived experience in foster care to advocate for
clients who come from backgrounds of trauma.

Anna Rose Thelemaque (CT)
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Angulina (Lina) Wilson (she/her/hers) is a rising senior at the University of South Florida (USF) in
Tampa pursuing a bachelor’s degree in public health. Lina is a resilient, adaptable, and flexible leader
originally from Jacksonville, Florida. She realized early on that she wanted to create real, long-lasting
change which inspired her to pursue her studies in the health sector. Lina is passionate about helping
others, especially those who she shares similar experiences with such as lived experience in the foster
care system. This passion continues to drive Lina in her work. At her university, Lina is involved in
many extracurricular activities including the Health Occupations Students of America Club, Black
Student Union, and Kurl Friends. Kurl Friends is focused on educating individuals about their natural
hair while striving to build a positive community at USF and Lina serves as the Parliamentarian
Executive Board Member. Additionally, Lina most recently worked in the Department of Women and
Gender Studies at the University of South Florida as an office assistant.

Angulina Wilson (FL)

Ryan Young (he/him/his) is a child welfare advocate, consultant, and author with lived experiences
from Arizona's foster care system and as an adoptee from his birth country of Ukraine. Ryan has
devoted himself to public service, advocacy, and consultation in reforming the child welfare system
through local, state, and national efforts. Ryan is the current President of the Arizona Department of
Child Safety's (DCS) Youth Empowerment Council. Ryan also serves as a delegate to represent Arizona
within the National Foster Youth Institute, federal reviewer of the National Youth in Transition
Database (NYTD) with the U.S. Children's Bureau, Chair of Arizona's Chapter with the Foster Care
Alumni of America, member of the FosterEQUALITY Lived-Experience Team with FosterClub, a
spokesperson with AdoptUSKids, constitute consultant with Casey Family Programs, a commissioner
on the City of Phoenix Youth and Education Commission, and an Arizona consultant for Thriving
Families, Safer Children Initiative. Governor Ducey recently appointed Ryan to serve on the Council on
Child Safety and Family Empowerment in addition to the National Foster Care Youth and Alumni
Policy Council. Additionally, Ryan serves as a peer mentor at Arizona's Children Association. Ryan is
pursuing a degree in Political Science at Phoenix College as a Nina Mason Pulliam Legacy and AFFCF
Scholar. He plans to continue his studies at Arizona State University to obtain a Bachelor of Science in
Public Service and Public Policy with a concentration on social service delivery in fall 2023. He loves to
travel, spend time with family and friends, and roller-skate in his own free time.

Ryan Young (AZ)


