
 

How to Have Fun in D.C. 
Tourism Info for 2022 Angels in Adoption® 

 
Here are some recommended tourist activities in the nation’s capital: National Mall and Monuments, 
Smithsonian Museums and Galleries, U.S. Botanic Gardens, International Spy Museums, Rock Creek 
Park. 
 
CCAI strongly recommends all Angel honorees to book a U.S. Capitol tour online at 
www.tours.visitthecapitol.gov/cvc to visit the historic Capitol building and see the Crypt, Rotunda, and 
National Statuary Hall among other highlights. Advance reservations are required, and tours are held each 
day until 3pm. 
 
NOTE: The Bureau of Engraving and Printing (where all U.S. money is made) is temporarily closed and 
tour reservations are not being accepted at this time. Further, for the White House, public tour requests 
are scheduled on a first come, first served basis, and must be submitted through a Member of Congress 
and their Congressional Tour Coordinator. Public White House tour requests must be submitted a 
minimum of 21 days in advance and no more than 90 days in advance of the requested tour date(s). 
 
 

National Mall and Monuments 
 

 
 

Other notable monuments and locations: 
• The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
• The Supreme Court Building, 1 First St NE 
• The Capitol Building, East Capitol St. NE and First St SE 



 

Smithsonian Museums and Galleries 
 

The Smithsonian Institution, or simply the 
Smithsonian, is a group of museums and 
education and research centers, the largest 
such complex in the world, created by the U.S. 
Government "for the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge." All museums and galleries are free; 
however, some require free timed entry passes 
as outlined below. Most are open from 10am to 
5:30pm daily unless otherwise noted. Please 
note the National Air and Space Museum is 
closed for renovation until October 14. 

Smithsonians currently open: 

• Arthur M. Sackler Gallery 
Features both permanent and temporary exhibitions from ancient times to the present. 

• Freer Gallery of Art 
Houses one of the premier collections of Asian art. 

• Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden 
Leading voice for contemporary art and culture.  

• National Museum of African American History and Culture, free timed-entry passes required 
Devoted exclusively to the documentation of African American life, history, and culture. 

• National Museum of African Art 
To inspire conversations about the beauty, power, and diversity of African arts and cultures. 
National Museum of American History 
Collects, preserves, and displays the heritage of the United States in the areas of social, political, 
cultural, scientific, and military history. 

• National Museum of Natural History 
Collections tell the history of the planet and are a record of human interaction with the 
environment and one another. 

• National Museum of the American Indian 
Devoted to the culture of the indigenous peoples of the Americas. 

• National Portrait Gallery, 11:30am to 7pm daily 
Collections focus on images of famous Americans. 

• Smithsonian American Art Museum, 11:30am to 7pm daily 
Home to one of the largest and most inclusive collections of American art in the world. 

 
The most kid-friendly museums include the National Museum of Natural History and National Museum of 
American History. Though not a Smithsonian, the National Children's Museum combines science center 
content with a children's museum experience in downtown D.C. 
 
Fun fact! Congress passed legislation in 2020 establishing two new museums at the Smithsonian: National 
Museum of the American Latino and the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum. The 
Smithsonian is in early planning stages for both. 



 

Smithsonian’s National Zoo 
 
The National Zoological Park, commonly known as 
the National Zoo, is one of the oldest zoos in the 
United States. It is part of the Smithsonian 
Institution and does not charge admission. 
 
The Zoo is a 163-acre urban park located at Rock 
Creek Park in Northwest Washington, D.C., 20 
minutes from the National Mall by MetroRail. The 
Zoo hosts about 2,700 animals of 390 different 
species and about one-fifth of them are 
endangered or threatened, including giant 
pandas. The Zoo is to also home to many birds, great apes, big cats, elephants, insects, amphibians, 
reptiles, aquatic animals, small mammals, and many more. 
 

• Free admission, 8am - 7pm (last admittance at 6pm) 

• 3001 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC 20008 

• Metro: Red line, Woodley Park-Zoo/Adams Morgan 
 

U.S. Botanic Garden 
 
The United States Botanic Garden is a botanical 
garden on the grounds of the United States 
Capitol in Washington, D.C., near Garfield Circle.  
 
The U.S. Botanic Garden is a living plant 
museum that informs visitors about the 
importance, and often irreplaceable value, of 
plants to the well-being of humans and to 
earth's fragile ecosystems. More than 200 years 
ago, George Washington had a vision for the 
capital city of the United States that included a 

botanic garden that would demonstrate and promote the importance of plants to the young nation. 
Established by the U.S. Congress in 1820, the U.S. Botanic Garden is the oldest continuously operating 
botanic garden in the United States. Since 1934, it has been administered through the Architect of the 
Capitol. The Garden is divided into separate rooms, each simulating a different habitat including rare 
and endangered plants, orchid house, medicinal plants, desert, Hawaii, garden, jungle, and others. 
 

• Free admission, 10am - 5pm  

• 100 Maryland Ave SW, Washington, D.C., DC 20001 

• Metro: Blue, Orange, or Silver Lines to Federal Center SW 

 



 

International Spy Museum 
 
Visit the International Spy Museum and step into the 
shoes of a spy. The International Spy Museum is an 
independent non-profit museum which documents 
the tradecraft, history, and contemporary role of 
espionage. It holds the largest collection of 
international espionage artifacts on public display. The 
Museum opened in 2002. 
 
Every nation considers intelligence essential to its 
national security. The Museum lifts the veil of secrecy 
on the hidden world of intelligence, exploring its 
successes and failures, challenges, and controversies. The Museum aims to provide an objective and 
apolitical forum for exploring important topics such as the impact of secrecy on civil liberties, the changing 
role of technology in intelligence work, and the challenges of disinformation in a social media 
environment. 
 

• Admission: $26.95 for adults, $16.95 for youth, 9am - 7pm  

• 700 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Washington, D.C., DC 20024 

• Metro: Yellow/green line, L’Enfant Plaza 
 

Rock Creek Park 
 
Rock Creek Park is a 1,754-acre city park was 
officially authorized in 1890, making it the third 
national park to be designated by the federal 
government. It offers visitors the opportunity to 
escape the bustle of the city and find a peaceful 
refuge, recreation, fresh air, majestic trees, wild 
animals, and thousands of years of human 
history.  
 
In the park, visitors can explore Civil War 

fortifications, working mills, colonial houses, and thousands of years of DC history. The park recommends 
horseback riding, concerts, picnicking, golfing, tennis, hiking, biking, and boating. 
 

• Free admission, sunrise - sunset  

• 5200 Glover Rd NW, Washington, D.C., DC 20015 
 

 
For more information, visit the official DC tourism website at www.washington.org. 

 
 


