
Forum Agenda

Domestic Panel and Q&A
12:30PM - 1:00PM 

Key domestic permanency topics including prevention, caregiver supports, placement instability, adoption, and post-permanency services.

Moderator: Angelique Salizan | Policy Director, CCAI
Sixto Cancel | Founder & CEO, Think of Us
Kristi Craig | Senior Director of Public Policy, Casey Family Programs
June Dorn | National Adoption Specialist, Children’s Bureau (U.S. Department of Health & Human Services)
Sherry Lachman | Associate Director for Education, Income Maintenance & Labor, Office of Management and Budget (The White House) 
Jaia Peterson Lent | Deputy Executive Director, Generations United
Rebecca Robuck | Director of Policy & Partnerships, ChildFocus
Tyreasa Washington | Senior Program Area Director for Child Welfare, Child Trends 

International Panel and Q&A
1:00PM - 1:30PM 

Key global issues including family and system strengthening and international adoption. 

Moderator: Angelique Salizan | Policy Director, CCAI
Dan Berger | Partner, Curran, Berger & Kludt
Ryan Hanlon | President and CEO, National Council for Adoption
Naintang Ngeh | Branch Chief, Division of Bilateral Adoptions (U.S. Department of State)
For Q&A: Maureen Gaffney | Adjudications Officer, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

Welcome
12:00PM - 12:10PM

Kate McLean | Executive Director, CCAI
Susan Neely | Chair, CCAI Board of Directors

Opening Remarks from Congressional Coalition on Adoption (CCA)
12:10PM - 12:25PM

U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar | Co-Chair, CCA 
U.S. Senator Kevin Cramer | Co-Chair, CCA 
U.S. Representative Robert Aderholt | Co-Chair, CCA  

Remarks from Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth (CCFY)
12:25PM - 12:30PM

U.S. Representative Mary Gay Scanlon | Co-Chair, CCFY

Reception
1:35PM - 2:00PM

118TH NEW CONGRESS
FORUM ON CHILD WELFARE

Closing Remarks
1:30PM - 1:35PM

U.S. Representative Don Bacon | Co-Chair, CCFY

Date:
Time:
Location:
Host:

January 31, 2023
12:00PM - 2:00PM
SVC 212-10
CCA & CCAI

Honorary co-hosts: Senate Caucus on Foster Youth &
Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth

Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI) is the nonprofit partner of Congressional Coalition on Adoption (CCA), the largest bipartisan,
bicameral caucus in the U.S. Congress. To learn more, visit www.ccainstitute.org.

https://cbkimmigration.com/
http://fosteryouthcaucus-karenbass.house.gov/


About the Forum
The 118th New Congress Forum on Child Welfare is an educational forum to
resource Members of Congress and their staff on current permanency issues
related to children and families domestically and internationally relevant to the
new Congress. Issues include key domestic permanency topics including
prevention, caregiver supports, placement instability, adoption, and post-
permanency services and supports and key global issues including family and
system strengthening and international adoption.

Sen. Amy
Klobuchar (D-MN)
CCA Senate Co-Chair

Rep. Robert
Aderholt (R-AL)
CCA House Co-Chair 

Rep. Adam
Smith (D-WA)
CCA House Co-Chair

Honorary co-hosts:

Senate Caucus on
Foster Youth

Congressional Caucus
on Foster Youth

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 

Rep. Gwen Moore (D-WI)
Rep. Don Bacon (R-NE) 
Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA)
Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-CA)

Sen. Kevin
Cramer (R-ND)
CCA Senate Co-Chair

Congressional
Coalition on Adoption
(CCA) Co-Chairs:

For more information or to get in contact with CCAI, please reach out to CCAI Policy
Director Angelique Salizan at angelique@ccainstitute.org or 202-544-8500 ext. 11.

About the Caucus: CCA
The Congressional Coalition on Adoption is the largest bipartisan, bicameral
caucus in the U.S. Congress. Over the last 38 years, CCA Members have led
Congress in the passage of historic legislation that has dramatically impacted
the lives of children and families including but not limited to: Supporting Foster
Youth and Families through the Pandemic Act, Family First Prevention Services
Act, The Adoption and Safe Families Act, John Chafee Foster Care
Independence Act, and Promoting Safe and Stable Families Act.

About the Institute: CCAI
As an organization uniquely founded "by Congress, for Congress," CCAI has
served as a trusted, principal source of the information, expertise, and
resources needed by Members of Congress to make informed policy decisions
about domestic and international child welfare. CCAI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
dedicated to raising awareness about the millions of children around the world
in need of permanent, safe, and nurturing families and to eliminating the
barriers that hinder these children from realizing their basic right to a family.
Both the CCA and CCAI are deeply committed to bipartisanship, strengthening
families, and permanency.

CCAI's Online Resources:

Regularly updated resources on legislation, fact sheets,
policy reports, and more on domestic and international
child welfare issues available via QR code or on CCAI's
website at https://www.ccainstitute.org/congress-
resources/legislation.

https://www.grassley.senate.gov/issues-legislation/issues/adoption-foster-care-and-welfare
http://fosteryouthcaucus-karenbass.house.gov/
https://www.ccainstitute.org/congress-resources/legislation


Domestic Panelists
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Sixto Cancel
Founder & CEO, Think of Us

Sixto Cancel is the Founder and CEO of Think of Us. Think of Us (TOU) is an Action Tank driving systematic
change in child welfare. Through focused projects and sweeping initiatives, TOU drives structural changes in child
welfare policy and practice. Sixto was named as Forbes Top 30 Under 30 Social Entrepreneurs and is on the 2021
Forbes Under30 Lister Board. Sixto has been recognized by the White House as a “White House Champion of
Change'', a “Millennial Maker” by BET, and named “Top 24 Changemakers in Government under 24” by the
Campaign for a Presidential Youth Council and Sparkaction. Sixto has served as a Young Fellow at Jim Casey
Youth Opportunities Initiative since 2010 where he has played a key role in the initiative’s work of extending foster
care permanency for older youth. Sixto is a Clinton Global Initiative University Alum, a FastForward Alum, an
Ashoka Fellow, a Board Member of Adventr – an interactive SMART video tech company – and most recently on
the Advisory Board for Box, Inc. Sixto and the team at Think of Us are working to ensure that every person has the
conditions they need to heal, develop and thrive.

Kristi Craig
Senior Director of Public Policy, Casey Family Programs

Kristi Craig is Senior Director on the Public Policy team for Casey Family Programs. In this role, she supports the
foundation’s efforts to inform and educate federal and state policymakers about the need for practice and funding
strategies that support efforts to improve outcomes among children and families. She also supports the
foundation’s efforts to improve child welfare public policy in states across the country. Ms. Craig brings more
than 30 years of combined state and federal public policy experience to her job. Prior to joining Casey Family
Programs in 2014, she served as the federal liaison to three separate governors from 2005-2014, where she
provided governors and their cabinet leadership analysis and recommendations on federal issues impacting the
state. Prior to that role, Ms. Craig worked for more than ten years working for three different Members of
Congress in legislative and management roles, with a specific emphasis on appropriations, health and education.
Before coming to Congress, Ms. Craig worked on the state legislative level as she earned her Masters of Public
Administration from the State University of New York at Albany. She also received a Bachelor of Arts from
Syracuse University. Ms. Craig and her husband Christopher live in Annandale, Virginia with their children Spencer
and Liliana.

June Dorn
National Adoption Specialist, Children’s Bureau (HHS)

June Dorn is the National Adoption Specialist in the Children’s Bureau of the Administration for Children and
Families, US Dept. of Health and Human Services. She has been in this role since 2012 and prior to that worked in
the Illinois Dept. of Children and Family Services (IDCFS) in various roles for 30 years, the last 12 of which were
as the State Adoption Administrator. She also worked for the Illinois Law Enforcement Commission for 5 years
developing juvenile and criminal justice programming throughout the State of IL. Ms. Dorn has a B.A. degree from
Trinity College with a double major in Sociology and Psychology and a M.A. degree from the School of Social
Service Administration at the University of Chicago. While working for IDCFS she served on the Executive Board of
the National Association of State Adoption Programs for 10 years.

Sherry Lachman
Associate Director for Education, Income Maintenance & Labor (White House)

Sherry Lachman is the Associate Director for Education, Income Maintenance and Labor at the White House Office
of Management and Budget (OMB). In this role, she leads a division at OMB charged with developing budget and
policy proposals and overseeing the implementation of government programs across a wide range of social policy
areas, including education, labor, child care, refugee services, foster care, food assistance, welfare, and Social
Security. Previously, she founded and served as the executive director of Foster America, a nonprofit dedicated to
improving the lives of children and families in the child welfare system. Before starting Foster America, she
served in the Obama-Biden administration, first as a senior policy advisor in the U.S. Department of Education and
later as a domestic policy advisor to then Vice President Biden. Earlier in her career, she was a senior education
counsel to Senator Franken and a children’s civil rights attorney at the Juvenile Law Center. Sherry received a
master’s in philosophy from the University of Cambridge, a master’s in public policy from Harvard, and a J.D. from
Columbia. 



Domestic Panelists (continued)
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Jaia Peterson Lent
Deputy Executive Director, Generations United

Jaia Peterson Lent is the Deputy Executive Director at Generations United where she has worked since 2000.
Generations United’s mission is to improve the lives of children, youth and older people through intergenerational
collaboration, public policies and programs. Lent oversees the work of the National Center on Grandfamilies, a
leading voice for families headed by grandparents or other relatives. She is a trusted voice on Capitol Hill on
issues related to grandfamilies and intergenerational cohesion. She has testified before the U.S. Senate Special
Committee on Aging and served as cochair of the federal Advisory Council to Support Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren. She is a sought-after speaker, nationally-recognized columnist and blogger and respected media
resource. She has been named one of the Top 50 Influencers in Aging by Next Avenue. Under her leadership,
legislation has passed to support grandfamilies in areas ranging from housing to family caregiving to child
welfare. Lent holds an MSW from Syracuse University and is a licensed social worker.

Rebecca Robuck
Director of Policy & Partnerships, ChildFocus

Rebecca M. Robuck is a policy expert and champion for young people and their families. As Director of Policy &
Partnerships at ChildFocus, she supports people with lived expertise, advocates, and philanthropic leaders in
making change. Rebecca’s current projects include supporting the National Child Abuse Coalition, the Foster Care
Workgroup within the Youth Transition Funders Group (YTFG), and the Journey to Success campaign. She also
works on issues related to substance use disorders and child welfare, trauma and adverse childhood experiences
(ACEs), and expectant and parenting youth. Previously Rebecca served as a Legislative Assistant to
Representative Jim Cooper (TN-05), where she handled a range of issues affecting children and families, with a
special emphasis on child welfare. She has also served as a case manager conducting family home visits and as
an advisor to city agency officials. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in History from Davidson College and Masters
degrees in Public Administration and Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania. Originally from Nashville,
TN, Rebecca now lives in Bethesda, Maryland, with her husband John and their three daughters and dog. She is an
active member of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church in Washington, DC, and serves on the Advisory Board of the
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI). She loves reading and sharing books, taking walks in the
woods near her house, and playing tennis.

Tyreasa Washington
Senior Program Area Director for Child Welfare, Child Trends 

Dr. Tyreasa Washington, Child Trends’ senior program area director for child welfare, is a nationally and
internationally recognized leading scholar in the child welfare field. Her primary research interest is on kinship
care families (e.g., grandparents raising grandchildren) and how resources and policies affect these families. She
is among a handful of scholars who examine the impact of family-level factors on the outcomes of African
American children who live with kin caregivers. Dr. Washington’s life and research share an overarching goal of
translating knowledge into beneficial, meaningful mechanisms that promote the healthy development of children
and families. She is also committed to improving the lives of individuals by training and mentoring practitioners
and researchers, and is the recipient of several teaching and mentoring awards. Currently, Dr. Washington is the
principal investigator of two Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
(NICHD)-funded studies. One study examines the impact of family on the social, academic, and behavioral
outcomes of African American children in kinship care, and the other examines the risk and promotive factors of
health (e.g., Alzheimer’s, stress) among African Americans providing kinship care. Dr. Washington has co-
authored several publications and reports and has presented her research to various audiences, including
universities and organizations in Ghana, South Africa, and Europe. Dr. Washington has experience in both
academia and in practice with children and families. She is an associate professor in the Department of Social
Work at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG). She is also a faculty affiliate to the Social Policy
Institute at Washington University in St. Louis, faculty affiliate to the UNCG Gerontology Program, and the
founding director of the African American Families and Kinship Care Lab. Dr. Washington is also a licensed
clinical social worker who has worked in child welfare and mental health settings. Dr. Washington earned her BSW
from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, MSW from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign; and PhD from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

https://nationalchildabusecoalition.org/
https://www.ytfg.org/
https://www.journeytosuccess.org/
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Dan Berger
Partner, Curran, Berger & Kludt

Dan Berger is a partner at the immigration law firm of Curran, Berger & Kludt in Northampton, MA. He is an
Honorary Fellow of the American Academy of Adoption & Assisted Reproduction Attorneys, on the Legal Advisory
Council of the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute, and a member of the USCIS Liaison Committee and
Afghanistan Task Force for the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA).

Ryan Hanlon
President and CEO, National Council for Adoption

Ryan Hanlon, MSW, PhD is the President and CEO of National Council For Adoption (NCFA), an organization
dedicated to using research, education, partnerships, and advocacy to serve all those impacted by adoption. Prior
to NCFA, he served as the Executive Director of an adoption agency that provided domestic and intercountry
adoption services. Ryan has experience serving as a foster care caseworker as well as with child protective
services. In the field of adoption, Ryan has been a speaker at national and international conferences, and has
worked on accreditation issues, state licensing matters, legislative initiatives, and multiple research reports. Ryan
lives in Northern Virginia with his wife and four children, one of whom joined their family via adoption.

Naintang Ngeh
Branch Chief, Division of Bilateral Adoptions (U.S. Department of State)

Naintang Ngeh is a Branch Chief for the U.S. Department of State’s Bilateral Engagement Adoption Division, in the
Office of Children’s Issues. Her team covers intercountry adoptions in Africa and Europe. She also oversees
outgoing adoptions and outreach. Naintang has over 15 years of experience with the Department of State and
served as an Adoption Country Officer for the Caribbean and as China Country Officer before becoming Branch
Chief. As Branch Chief, she encourages her team to look for opportunities to engage with foreign governments,
prospective adoptive parents, adoption service providers, and the adoption community to continue to find
opportunities for children around the globe to find permanent families.

Angelique Salizan [MODERATOR]
Policy Director, Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute

Prior to joining CCAI, Angelique’s work in child welfare advocacy, policy, and reform dates back to 2013 when she
participated in a New York State campaign advocating for support services for foster youth pursuing a higher
education with the Children’s Aid Society. These efforts led to an internship and career working for the United
States Senate as a congressional staff member. Angelique was first introduced to CCAI through her participation
in the 2015 Foster Youth Internship Program® where she worked as a congressional intern with the United States
Senate Committee on Finance. Angelique is a published author in CCAI’s Embracing Our Past, Empowering Their
Future: Why Child Welfare Reform Matters on the topic of closing the educational gap for foster youth by
addressing the need for educational-vocational specialists. Angelique's career includes roles with the offices of
U.S. Senators Ron Wyden (OR) and Debbie Stabenow (MI) – both members of the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption – as well as U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown (OH). While in Senator Brown’s office, she co-led the
introduction of child welfare legislation such as the Family First Transition and Support Act and the Fostering
Stable Housing Opportunities Act which passed in the 2020 omnibus spending bill. Angelique has also served as a
consultant for the Capacity Building Center for States, an initiative of the Children’s Bureau’s Child Welfare
Capacity Building Collaborative, for over five years to inform and assist states and agencies in building their
capacities on a host of child welfare issues. Angelique earned an associate degree in humanities from Sullivan
County Community College, a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Binghamton University in New York as well as a
Project Management Certificate from the Kent State Center for Corporate & Professional Development in Ohio. In
2020, Angelique completed a master’s in policy management from Georgetown University’s McCourt School of
Public Policy.

https://cbkimmigration.com/
https://cbkimmigration.com/
https://adoptionart.org/
https://www.aila.org/

