
ABOUT CCAI AND THE ADOPTION CAUCUS

Congressional Coalition 
on Adoption Institute

In 1985, a committed group of Members of Congress shared a commitment to eliminating the barriers
that hinder children from realizing their basic right to a family. Dedicated to making a difference,
these Members united to form the adoption caucus, Congressional Coalition on Adoption (CCA).

In 2001, the four co-chairs of the CCA worked with a few key advocates to create the Congressional
Coalition on Adoption Institute (CCAI). As an organization uniquely founded "by Congress, for
Congress," CCAI has served as a trusted, principal source of the information, expertise, and resources
needed by Members of Congress to make informed policy decision about domestic and international
child welfare. CCAI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit dedicated to raising awareness about the millions of
children around the world in need of permanent, safe, and nurturing families and to eliminating the
barriers that hinder these children from realizing their basic right to a family. 

Today, the CCA is the foremost caucus dedicated to supporting legislation that improves the lives of
children. It has consistently been the voice for the needs of children without families, both in the
United States and globally. The caucus is deeply committed to bipartisanship and brings together
Democrats and Republicans with the shared goal of improving the lives of children by uniting to
ensure that all children know the love and support of a family through legal permanency in the forms
of adoption, guardianship, and kinship care.

Supporting Foster Youth and Families through the Pandemic Act 
Family First Prevention Services Act 
The Adoption and Safe Families Act
John Chafee Foster Care Independence Act
Promoting Safe and Stable Families Act
Hope for Children Act
Intercountry Adoption Act
Fostering Connections and Increasing Adoptions Act 
Intercountry Adoption Simplification Act
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act

At over 160 Members strong, the CCA is the largest bicameral, bipartisan caucus in the U.S. Congress.
Over the last 35+ years, CCA Members have led Congress in the passage of historic legislation that has
dramatically impacted the lives of children including: 

Our vision is a world in which every child knows the love and support of a family.

KNOWLEDGE IS
POWER.

Congressional Resource Program Events and Congressional Briefings
The Angels in Adoption® Program and Gala
The Foster Youth Internship Program® and Congressional Briefing
National Adoption Day Celebrations and Media Opportunities
20/20 Vision Program Delegations and Meetings

Although the CCA and CCAI are distinct entities, they are closely linked in
partnership. CCAI's initial and continued mandate includes service to the
caucus. CCAI provides CCA Members the opportunity to partner in our flagship
programs and events throughout the year including:

is dedicated to raising awareness about the millions of children around the
world in need of permanent, safe, and nurturing families and to eliminating the
barriers that hinder these children from realizing their basic right to a family.
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Foster Youth Internship Program®

Angels in Adoption® Program

 Congressional Resource Program

20/20 Vision

The odds are stacked against youth who spend time in the foster care system. There are significant
opportunity gaps that perpetuate broader inequalities in our society.

On any given day, over 400,000 children are living in the U.S. foster care system. Over 117,000 of these
children are eligible for adoption and they will spend, on average, nearly two years in foster care before
finding permanency. For children and youth who experience foster care:

Approximately 40,000 youth in U.S. foster care live in institutions, group homes, and other
environments instead of with a family.

40,000

About 20,000 young adults each year "age out" of the U.S. foster care system and a majority
leave without the emotional and financial support necessary to succeed in life that other
children can receive within a family. Without these vital supports, they will fare poorer as a
group in postsecondary educational attainment, employment, housing stability, public
assistance receipt and criminal justice system involvement.

20,000

CCAI is entrusted with the great privilege of bringing voices of experience and expertise – from foster youth
in the United States to children living in orphanages around the world, from brain scientists to psychologists
– to the active membership of the Congressional Coalition on Adoption (CCA) in the United States Congress. 

Knowledge is powerful. CCAI's programs provide Members of Congress as policymakers the knowledge they
need to use the power they have to make a difference on behalf of vulnerable children and families.

Only 50% will
be employed by

age 24.

25% will end up in
the justice system

two years after
aging out of care.

Only 3% of foster
youth graduate

college.

There are nearly 408,000 kids in foster care.

71% of young
women will be

pregnant by
age 21.

Learn more at www.ccainstitute.org

FOSTER CARE BY THE NUMBERS

CCAI IS  A CATALYST ON CAPITOL HILL

OUR CORE PROGRAMS

EXPERIENCE
Voices of

Adoptees
Adoptive Parents

Foster Children & Youth
Foster Families

Birthparents

EXPERTISE
Voices of

Doctors
Educators

Faith Leaders
Judges & Lawyers

Child Welfare Professionals

Every
TWO minutes
a child enters
foster care.



CONGRESSIONAL RESOURCE PROGRAM

Congressional Resource Program (CRP) is CCAI’s primary means of sharing objective and relevant
information to help educate policymakers on information critical to federal adoption and child welfare
policy. CRP's two main goals:

Sharing objective, relevant, and timely information to help educate Members of Congress and their staff
on information critical to federal adoption and child welfare policy
Creating space for policymakers to hear from an array of impacted voices of lived experience with the
child welfare system 
Connecting Members of Congress and their staff with experts in the field working to improve outcomes
and programmatic implementation for vulnerable children and families 
Convening and facilitating congressional briefings and roundtables that allow experts with key leaders
on Capitol Hill and in the Administration

CCAI serves as a key educational resource for policymakers on domestic and international child welfare
issues. Throughout the year, we educate and engage the CCA by:

These efforts facilitate knowledge and dialogue amongst the leaders who desire to improve outcomes for
child welfare and adoption policy, and as a result, they are able to effect real legislative change.

1 engagement
Engaging with Members of Congress who are interested in
improving the lives of vulnerable children

2 education
Educating Members of Congress on policy barriers that prevent
children from finding permanent, safe, and nurturing families

FOSTER YOUTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM®
Since 2003, the FYI Program provides talented young adults who have spent their formative years in U.S.
foster care the opportunity to intern in a congressional office on Capitol Hill. Throughout the program, CCAI
also coordinates retreats, advocacy training, networking lunches, and meetings with policymakers and child
welfare experts. The Foster Youth Interns also research policy recommendations based on their experiences
in foster care and present their policy proposals to the U.S. Congress, White House, Department of Health &
Human Services, and private sectors. Many of these policy recommendations have been passed into law.
Moreover, the Foster Youth Interns leave Washington, D.C. with experience and skills that continue to bolster
their careers and provide a foundation for them to become lifelong advocates for youth in foster care.

goals:

1 engagement
Engaging and educating Members of Congress
on the issues of foster care and adoption

2 empowerment
Empowering Foster Youth
Interns to be advocates

Create direct engagement opportunities for Members of
Congress and their staff through hosting a Foster Youth
Intern in their office
Promote platform for former foster youth to advocate for
foster children all across the nation
Generate national child welfare policy impact based on
policy recommendations from the Foster Youth Interns'
lived experience on barriers that prevent children from
being in a permanent family

impact:

234
FOSTER
YOUTH
INTERN
ALUMNI



ANGELS IN ADOPTION® LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
Through the Angels in Adoption® Leadership Program, Members of Congress have an opportunity to honor
individuals, families, and organizations from across the country who have made extraordinary contributions
on behalf of vulnerable children and families. Once selected, Angels travel to Washington, D.C. to personally
meet with federal policymakers, receive advocacy training, participate in Hill Day meetings with their
Members of Congress, and receive recognition at a reception held in their honor. Since 1999, thousands of
Angels have traveled to Washington, D.C. to take part in this program, and these extraordinary leaders return
home better equipped to effect change on behalf of children in need of families.

Create hundreds of direct engagement opportunities for Members of
Congress and their staff with child welfare advocates
Celebrate thousands of hometown heroes and dozens of celebrities
who emphasize the importance of a loving family in the life of a child
Generate positive media attention to inspire communities across the
nation
Empowered honorees leave D.C. with a renewed excitement and
strong connections to further their adoption and foster care work

impact:

2,900
The purpose of Angels is to

ENGAGE & EMPOWER 
and since 1999

honorees have been
recognized as champions.

20/20 VISION PROGRAM
Through the 20/20 Vision Program, CCAI facilitates positive dialogue, education, and fact-finding trips
between Members of Congress, foreign and domestic government officials, and private sector leaders. These
trips bring thought leaders and national policymakers face to face with the realities faced by children
outside of family care, and present opportunities to share knowledge, innovation, and experience in
providing safe, loving, and permanent homes for children. CCAI 20/20 Vision delegations have visited
California, Florida, Ohio, Ethiopia, Chile, Romania, Russia, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Uganda, India,
Vietnam, Cambodia, and others. CCAI also hosts foreign leaders and dignitaries from around the globe in the
nation’s capital and coordinates meetings with congressional leadership.

Create meaningful opportunities to learn more about the full continuum of
care for vulnerable children in the U.S. and globally
Learn how integral federal and U.S. foreign assistance are to improving
adoption and child welfare policy and practice
Provide a way for Members of Congress to promote the importance of
permanency for children.

impact:

18 COUNTRIES & U.S.
STATES VISTED
ON 22 TRIPS


