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SCIENTISTS IN SYNAGOGUES
Monday, May 8, 7:30 – 9 pm

How is Artificial Intelligence transforming our 
understanding of what it means to be human? 
In conversation with Dr. Jeremy Wertheimer, VP 
at Google.

Dr. Jeremy Wertheimer is a 
co-founder of ITA Software, now a 
travel industry division of Google, 
where Dr. Wertheimer is a Vice 
President. He holds a PhD in 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), with a 
minor in Neuroscience, and an 
SM in Computer Science from 
MIT. As we think about the ways 
that AI is opening up new frontiers in knowledge and 
possibility, and how such technological innovations 
might be transforming what we know about ourselves 
and our sense of purpose, this program is guaranteed 
to inspire an incredible evening of conversation.

Wine, cheese, and refreshments will be served. 
RSVP to help us plan at 
www.cbnaishalom.org/scientists-in-synagogues/.
This event is free and open to the public.

Made possible with a 
grant from

Volunteer Recognition Breakfast and Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 7 • Breakfast at 9 am • Meeting at 9:30 am

All adult members of Congregation B’nai Shalom are cordially invited to 
attend our Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Breakfast.

There is no charge for the breakfast. If you wish to attend the breakfast, RSVP by 
Wednesday, May 3 using the form at www.cbnaishalom.org/2017-annual-meeting/. 

The meeting includes reports and presentations and election of our 
Board of Directors. The slate can be found on page 14.

Shavuot
Tuesday, May 30, 2017 • 6 Sivan 5777

7 pm • Congregation B’nai Shalom
All are invited to join us as we celebrate the last 
festival in the Jewish calendar before the summer 
season. Originally a harvest festival, it is also a 
remembrance of receiving the Torah at Sinai. Each 
year our Confirmation class leads this service as we 
weave their reflections on what it means to be part of 
the Jewish covenant. Our confirmands:

Hayden August
Jacob Diamond
Ari Drotch
Anna Edgren
Emma Fellenbaum
Grete Feldman
Harrison Israel
Benjamin Leibowitz
Celia Nealon
Max Pfeiffer
Zachary Pouliot

Max Poverman
Peter Raider
Elyssa Rubin
Rebekah Sager
Maxil Sasdi
Bridget Sherman
Hayley Shore
Jody Sunray
Molly Sunray
Emma Swanick 
Sarah Swanick

After the service, there will be a special Oneg Chag 
in honor of our students.
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MAIN OFFICE
508-366-7191 FAX: 855-780-2665
http://www.cbnaishalom.org
Usually Mon–Fri 9am – 5pm, but please call first

Rabbi: Rachel Gurevitz
Ext. 201 rabbi@cbnaishalom.org

Rabbi–Educator: Joe Eiduson
Ext. 204 educator@cbnaishalom.org

Administrator: Steve Winer
Ext. 202 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

Youth Educator: Debbi Morin
Ext. 209 dmorin@cbnaishalom.org

PALS Director: Lisa Scott
 pals@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Sharon Brown Goldstein
Ext. 203 sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Lisa Marcus Jones
Ext. 312 lmarcusjones@cbnaishalom.org

Family Educator Cheryl Pouliot
Ext. 209  cpouliot@cbnaishalom.org

Secretary: 
 Lori Zembruski
Ext. 200 lzembruski@cbnaishalom.org

Bookkeepeer Marsha Beals
Ext. 208 bookkeeper@cbnaishalom.org

Friday, May 5
5:45 pm Shabbat Dinner
6:45 pm Shabbat Rishon with Tefilah 

Band and Senior Recognition

Saturday, May 6
Achrei Mot-Kedoshim    Leviticus 16:1 - 20:27
8:00 am Torah and T’filah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service – 

Joshua Aaron Brenner and 
Josh Ruthfield will be called 
to the Torah as B’nai Mitzvah

Friday, May 12
6:45 pm Simply Shabbat featuring the 

CBS Choir as we thank our 
Board members

Saturday, May 13
Emor                      Leviticus 21:1 - 24:23
8:00 am Torah and T’filah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service – 

Jacob Anderson and Brady 
Volin will be called to the 
Torah as B’nai Mitzvah

4:00 pm PJ Havdalah

Friday, May 19
7:30 pm Torah Shabbat
Saturday, May 20
Behar-Bechukotai         Leviticus 25:1 - 27:34
8:00 am Torah and T’filah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service 

– Charlotte, Eve, and Jack 
Roiter will be called to the 
Torah as B’nai Mitzvah

Friday, May 26
7:30 pm Simply  Shabbat 
Saturday, May 27
Bamidbar                          Numbers 1:1 - 4:20
8:00 am Torah and T’filah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service – 

Jonah Keates will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Tuesday, May 30
7:00 pm Shavuot and Confirmation
Wednesday, May 31
6:30 pm Yizkor

Worship Schedule Rabbis and Staff

President: Allison Orenstein 
president@cbnaishalom.org

Past President: Kathy Rosenblum 
past-president@cbnaishalom.org

VP Finance & Admin: David Schultz 
VPFinance@cbnaishalom.org

VP Education: Lisa Chace 
VPEducation@cbnaishalom.org

VP Cong. Affairs: Cheryl Kasof 
VPCongAffairs@cbnaishalom.org

VP Membership: Karen Rothman 
VPMembership@cbnaishalom.org

Treasurer: Carole Grayson 
treasurer@cbnaishalom.org

Secretary: Heidi Swanick 
secretary@cbnaishalom.org

Directors:
Robin Baer
Shari Bedar
Rob Blumberg
Steven Goldstein
Michael Manning
Pam Penna
Jennifer Pfeiffer
Allen Rosenfeld
Eileen Samberg
Ondine Cohn Sasdi
Dan Schwartz

Committee Chairs:
Finance: Larry Samberg
Information Technology: Steven Goldstein
Membership: Karen Rothman
Ritual: Gordon Manning (acting)

Youth Engagement and Lifelong Learning: 
Rachel Bernzweig and Michelle 
Weinstein (School and Youth), Marcia 
Hoffman (Early Childhood)

Social Action: Amy Rosenberg
Sustaining our Vision Taskforce: 

Gordon Manning
Yad b’Yad: Anita Backer

Affiliate Groups:
Sisterhood: Nancy Bosco
Brotherhood: Jim Wilner & Adam Winter
WAFTY: Emma Swanick and 

Sarah Swanick

Our Board and Committee Chairs

Torah and T’filah – Books of Prophets • Saturdays, 8-9:30 am, Library
All are welcome to our weekly Torah study discussion group. We are on a 
new cycle of study, reading the weekly haftarot that draw from the books 
of prophets. All texts are studied in English. This group takes the text as its 
starting point, but much of our conversation focuses on making connections 
to experiences and current affairs. We start with the opening blessings of a 
morning service to help foster an attitude of gratitude, and close with a prayer 
for healing and mourner’s kaddish.
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“You might like this” the email 
in my inbox tells me. How many 
times, after you’ve researched a 

trip you might be taking, or clicked 
on a link to check out a clothing or 
shoe sale online, have you received 
a follow-up email that starts like 
that? Behind that email are com-
puter algorithms that are tracking 
my online searches and using the 
patterns that they discern to try and 
influence the next decision that I 
make. Rarely does it work, but once 
in a while they get it just right, and I 
find myself making an impulse pur-
chase, or even feeling grateful that 
I had the opportunity to jump on a 
fantastic deal.

While this may seem like a rela-
tively minor, and sometimes annoy-
ing, facet of technology driving 
consumerism, the potential for this 
technology is significantly greater. 
Might there come a time when a 
computer knows me better than I 
know myself? Might the ability of 
a computer to meet many of our 
desires and some of our essential 
needs by predicting what we will 
want and delivering it to us with the 
touch of a button begin to change 
our own self-understanding of what 
our wants and needs really are?

Another scenario — back when 
I was a graduate student I would 
spend hours upon hours in the jour-
nal stacks of the university library, 
tracking down articles that might 
contain a useful insight to my area of 
research, based on subject searches 
through multiple index volumes. I 
might find a few paragraphs of great 
material in the course of reading 
twenty or more articles. Today, a 
keyword search online can bring 
those articles to me in seconds, and 

far more accurately highlight the 
most relevant pieces to read. The 
result is far greater efficiencies in 
time. But my general knowledge on a 
broader range of ideas will inevitably 
be more limited. I may be walking 
around with opinions on all kinds of 
things that I know less about than I 
used to. I can “google” the answer to 
almost any question to add knowl-
edge at a time of my choosing — so 
long as I have enough self-awareness 
to know what it is that I don’t know, 
and know how to ask the question. 
Then there are the algorithms that 
determine what I see on my Face-
book feed — and what I don’t. Are 
we living in smaller and smaller 
bubbles where what we define as 
“community” excludes so many that 
we no longer learn the skills for living 
side-by-side with people who think 
differently from us?

A third scenario — we are getting 
ever-closer to a time when auton-
omous cars take over the roads. 
Overall, we expect this to drastically 
bring down the accident rate and 
save thousands of lives every year. 
Currently, the vast majority of road 
accidents are due to human error. 
Yet, there are still likely to be times 
when a car has to make a decision 
in a split second where the outcome 
will harm someone. How will the 
programmers create algorithms that 
enable such a car to make the most 
ethical choice under the circum-
stances? Does the very question 
of what is “ethical” change when it 
becomes part of a vehicle’s predeter-
mined programming?

Judaism has, for its entire history, 
been a holistic tradition that offers a 
roadmap for intentional living. Cen-
turies of philosophical and ethical 

debate are recorded in our writings. 
Why were we 
created? Why is 
human nature the 
way it is? How 
much choice or 
control do we 
really have? How 
are we meant to 
live in relation to others? What does 
a better future look like? With ques-
tions like these and more, rabbinic 
tradition did not only explore these 
broad questions, but debated how 
these ideas would play out in specific 
situations and cases, as they sought 
to make Judaism a way of thinking 
and being that shaped everyday life 
and decision-making. 

What would it look like to take 
some of the cutting edge develop-
ments of technological innovation 
and use some of the wisdom of 
Jewish ethical and philosophical 
enquiry to bring greater awareness 
to the role of technology in our 
lives, how it is changing us, and how 
it might be changing where we are 
headed? That is what our Scientists 
in Synagogues program, launched 
last High Holy Days, is all about. We 
are excited to be hosting a conversa-
tion with someone who can help us 
begin to explore these questions. Dr. 
Jeremy Wertheimer is a VP at Goo-
gle. He has a PhD from MIT in Arti-
ficial Intelligence. Also, he happens 
to be a traditional, practicing Jew. I 
hope that you will join Jeremy for an 
evening of conversation over wine, 
cheese, and other refreshments on 
Monday, May 8, 7:30 pm. 

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz
rabbi@cbnaishalom.org

From the Rabbi – Does your computer know you better than you know 
yourself? (and if not now, might it one day?)



Page 4 Congregation B’nai Shalom

As my tenth school year at 
Congregation B’nai Shalom 
 comes to a close, I want to 

take this opportunity to thank the 
many people who have helped to 
make this year a strong year of learn-
ing, community, and growth. 

It is clear to me, and to everyone 
who enrolls a child in our school, 
that the strength of this school is 
our faculty. They share their love of 
Judaism with our students — pass-
ing on Jewish texts and traditions 
in innovative and exciting ways. 
Thank you to our wonderful teach-
ers: Shelby Abrams, Jill Berson, Lyn 
Cron, Linda Duke, Lauren Epstein, 
Jamie Finn, Danielle Gilman, Sharon 
Goyette, Ellie Goldberg, Sharon 
Goldstein, Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz, 
Elyse Heise, Judy Janecek, Sarah 
Kasof, Lynn Kass, Rebecca Lewis, 
Barry Luftig, Debbi Morin, Cheryl 
Pouliot, Beth Spiegel, David Wes-
son, and Andrea Young.

An extra thank you to our Youth 
Educator Debbi Morin who consis-
tently ensures that our class seminars 
and retreats are informative, fun, and 
safe, and that our youth program-
ming is the best it can be. Thanks as 
well to Cheryl Pouliot, our Family 
Educator, who along with Debbi 
coordinated our madrichim program, 
this year adding educational sessions 
and special enhancements for our 
Chai School students. 

My thanks as well to our madri-
chim who work in the classrooms as 

assistant teachers. They are leaders 
and role models for our younger stu-
dents and inspire us with their energy 
and enthusiasm. Wishing them all 
good things, we thank: Andrew 
Alper, Liza Armstrong, Kendal 
August, Sullivan Barthel, Johannah 
Bessell, Sara Cayem, Kerry Cayem, 
Natalie Chace, Maximillian Cleve-
land, Sam Cleveland, Jacob Connors, 
Jacob Diamond, Eva Drotch, Ari 
Drotch, Anna Edgren, Jonah Epstein, 
Grete Feldman, Samantha Feldman, 
Ethan Freshman, Tom Fromer, 
Abigail Goldberg, Kaila Goldstein, 
Michael Greystone, Brett Harmon, 
Harrison Israel, Aaron Janecek, Ilana 
Lippold, Rachel Macklow, Mollie 
Macklow, Avery Manousos, Jordan 
Manousos, Emily Milnamow, Leah 
Mintz, Andrew Moore, Celia Nealon, 
Max Pfeiffer, Jared Penna, Zachary 
Pouliot, Peter Raider, Joel Rosen, 
Elan Rosen, Elyssa Rubin, Bekah 
Sager, Carly Schultz, Emily Schwartz, 
Jonah Schwartz, Bridget Sherman, 
Rebecca Sherr, Rachel Sherr, Hay-
ley Shore, Maddison Skraly, Alex 
Sternburg, Hannah Swanick, Emma 
Swanick, Sarah Swanick, Jason Wein-
berg, Gavin Weinberg, and Jacob 
Weinstock.

Thank you to Rabbi Gurevitz, 
Allison Orenstein and Steve Winer 
and the entire Board of Directors 
who have partnered with me and sup-
ported our work and the program of 
the school every minute of every day. 

My thanks to our B’nai Mitzvah 

tutors Lauren 
Epstein, Sharon 
Goldstein, and 
Debbi Morin 
who bring our 
students to the 
bimah prepared 
and confident, 
and to Lori Zembruski who makes 
sure that the teachers, students, and 
professional staff have what we need 
to accomplish our work. Thank you 
to Marsha Beals, Kair Tucker, and 
Ellen Jacobson for their support and 
tremendous organizational skills. 

We are lucky at B’nai Shalom to 
have a group of lay leaders dedi-
cated to Jewish Education. A big 
thank you to the YELL Committee, 
the Early Childhood Committee 
chaired by Marcia Hoffman, and 
to our VP of Education Lisa Chace 
for the many hours they have spent 
committed to improving student 
learning and supporting our school 
this year. 

And finally, thank you to 
you — our families — for entrusting 
me and the members of our faculty 
and staff with your children’s Jewish 
education. Have a great summer and 
we’ll look forward to seeing you on 
opening day in the fall. 

From Our Rabbi-Educator – As My Tenth Year Comes to a Close

Rabbi Educator
Rabbi Joe Eiduson

educator@cbnaishalom.org

Todah Rabbah

• To the YELL Committee for all their support during the school year.
• To Beth Spiegel, Cheryl Pouliot, the K–3 teachers, madrichim, and parents for all their hard work to make our K–3 

Seder such a success this year.
• To Cheryl Pouliot, Amy Rosenberg, Scott Kadish, and the members of the Social Action Committee for all of the 

excellent family programs this past school year.
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Religious School News
Congregation B’nai Shalom Celebrates Shavuot, Tuesday, May 30

Confirmation Class Prepares Creative Service
Shavuot has always been one of the most important 
days in the Jewish calendar. In earliest times, it was an 
agricultural holiday in honor of the harvest. During the 
centuries that the Temple stood in Jerusalem, Shavuot 
became a pilgrimage festival along with Sukkot and 
Pesach. These three Holy Days are called the Shalosh 
Regalim and were occasions of special offerings and 
worship.

 After the destruction of the Second Temple (70 ce) 
Shavuot took on a new interpretation. It became known 
as Zeman Mattan Toratenu, the Anniversary of the 
Giving of our Torah. The ancient Rabbis focused on a 
second meaning of the word Shavuot, that of “oaths,” 
especially the oath of the Jewish people to uphold the 
covenant sworn at Mount Sinai. To uphold that sacred 
oath, it is appropriate that we have chosen the occasion 

of Shavuot to celebrate the academic achievements of 
our 10th grade Confirmation class. Our congregation 
will celebrate Confirmation on the eve of Shavuot on 
Tuesday, May 30 at 7:00 pm. The Confirmation/Shavuot 
creative service will be led by our confirmands and will 
be followed by an Oneg Chag provided by the parents of 
our 9th grade class in honor of our 10th graders.

 Welcoming our confirmands into the congregation 
is an inspiring moment not only for friends and family, 
but for all members of Congregation B’nai Shalom. Just 
as our ancestors presented their first fruits at the Tem-
ple on Shavuot, the members of the Confirmation class 
present themselves as Jews ready to affirm their adult 
religious commitments. The tradition of Confirmation 
is a unique expression of our Reform heritage. We look 
forward to celebrating Shavuot with you.

Mazel Tov 2017/5777 Grads

Please join us as we honor 
our high school seniors

Friday, May 5 at our 6:45 pm Shabbat Rishon Service

Accompanied by the Tefilah Band

All are warmly invited to a Shabbat dinner
in our social hall at 5:45 pm

If you are planning to attend the dinner, RSVP at:
http://www.cbnaishalom.org/may-5-shabbat-dinner/

We hope you can attend.

All parents of graduates should have received 
an email with information. RSVP to Lori at 

lzembruski@cbnaishalom.org in the office so that we 
can prepare certificates and gifts.

End-of-Year Letters
End-of-year letters will be sent home via email in June. 
Parents, please make sure your child spends some time 
practicing Hebrew reading during the summer. Go to 
http://www.cbnaishalom.org/learning/bnei-mitzvah/. 

Chai School and Sunday School End Dates
The last night of our Chai School Program is Tuesday 
May 2 for grades 7–12. The last day of school is Sunday, 
May 14 for grades K–5. On May 14, the last day of school, 
we will meet from 9:30 – 11:30 am.

Hebrew Begins in Kindergarten
Our Hebrew program begins in kindergarten. New 
students entering school after first grade will need to do 
some Hebrew work over the summer. Please call Rabbi 
Joe Eiduson immediately so he can provide you with the 
names of tutors.

To our seniors who have completed Post-Confirmation, 
who have served on the WAFTY Board, and who have 
served as madrichim. Senior madrichim: Mollie Mack-
low, Avery Manousos, and Madison Skraly. Completed 
12th Grade Post-Confirmation: Spencer Cooperman, 
Mollie Macklow, Avery Manousos, Sam Mitchell, Noah 
Mulgrew, Andrew Rosenfeld, Jacob Shore, and Madison 
Skraly. WAFTY Board: Noah Mulgrew.

To our Confirmation Class: Hayden August, Jacob 
Diamond, Ari Drotch, Anna Edgren, Emma Fellenbaum, 
Grete Feldman, Harrison Israel, Benjamin Leibowitz, 
Celia Nealon, Max Pfeiffer, Zachary Pouliot, Max Pover-
man Peter, Raider, Elyssa Rubin, Rebekah Sager, Maxil 
Sasdi, Bridget Sherman, Hayley Shore, Jody Sunray, 
Molly Sunray, Emma Swanick, and Sarah Swanick.

Mazel Tov
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From Our Temple Administrator – Life and Legacy

egacy. It’s a word that has a wide 
variety of meanings, and some-

thing I have thought more 
about since becoming a grandfather 
two and a half years ago. What will 
we leave our children, our chil-
dren’s children, and on and on l’dor 
v’dor — from generation to gener-
ation. Much of the time this legacy 
is intangible. This thought struck 
me as we went through our family 
Seder. Although my parents and 
grandparents are no longer with us, 
many of the traditions (even some of 
the serving dishes) are still with us 
and, I hope, passed on to my grand-
children’s generation as well.

I was also thinking of legacy when 
I looked around at our congrega-
tional Seder, with more than one 
hundred people, of all generations, 
there celebrating together. Partici-
pating in this communal celebration 
makes me want to provide a legacy 
even more, not just for my family, 

but for Jewish families here in Cen-
tral Massachusetts.

For the past couple of months, 
there has been an ad in this bulletin 
talking about the Life & Legacy 
Program, in which CBS is one of 
eleven participants. Its goal is to 
help ensure the future of the Jewish 
community here in Central Massa-
chusetts by helping Jewish institu-
tions build their own legacies. The 
commitment is very simple. We will 
ask that you agree to include CBS, 
along with any other organizations 
you choose, in your estate planning.

The commitment can be a per-
centage of an IRA (even just 1%), a 
set amount, or naming us a benefi-
ciary of a life insurance policy for a 
percentage of your choosing. Your 
financial planning likely includes 
leaving a legacy for your children 
and grandchildren. All we are asking 
is that you consider including the 
Jewish community of Central Mas-

sachusetts in that 
legacy.

We have 
worked hard to 
build a home for 
Reform Judaism 
here in Central 
Massachusetts, 
and hope you can help us ensure its 
future. Over the coming months, 
we will start having conversations 
around our congregation. In the 
meantime, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out to me.

You will see a new line on my 
email signature. It simply says, 
“Please remember the Jewish com-
munity with a gift in your will, trust, 
retirement plan, or life insurance 
policy.” I have already made my 
commitment, and I hope you will 
join me.

 Steve Winer
administrator@cbnaishalom.org

L

From Our Youth Educator – Another Successful Shul-in

As I write this, it is just after 
3:20 am on Saturday, April 8. 
 I am in the Social Hall at 

the temple, and the thirty-four high 
school students who are here are 
finally completely quiet. WAFTY 
is hosting an event with teens from 
other youth groups in New England, 
a shul-in event, which is a sleep-over 
at the temple (we sleep in the Shul). 
Lights out was supposed to be at 
1 am, but that did not happen; the 
teens had so much fun being with 
their friends that they did not want 
to go to sleep.

Our shul-in was not just a social 

gathering, though. We began our 
time together with mixers, which are 
fun activities to help the teens get to 
know one another. Then after din-
ner, WAFTY led Shabbat services. 
Emily Milnamow, our Religious and 
Cultural Vice President, created an 
amazing service centered around the 
theme of change. Six WAFTY-ites 
wrote of times when they have faced 
change and how they handled it 
based on whether or not they could 
control it. If you were not able to 
attend that night, I highly recom-
mend you watch it on the temple 
website, on the live stream archives. 

Emily and the 
WAFTY teens 
had insightful sto-
ries and lessons 
to share.

Following the 
Oneg with our 
congregation, the teens participated 
in a program based on the untold 
stories surrounding the Jewish hol-
idays, written by four of our Board 
members — Sarah Swanick, our 
Co-President, Emma Swanick, our 
other Co-President, Lexi Girard, our 
Programming Vice President, and 
Hayden August, our Sophomore 

…continued on page 7
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From Our President – Thank you. Gracias. Merci. Mamnoon. Danke. Xie Xie. Todah.

I needed Google to help me 
pull together a number of ways to 
say thanks — just as Congrega-

tion B’nai Shalom needs so many of 
you to pull together to support the 
programs and services that we pro-
vide through the year. On Sunday, 
May 7, it is our turn to recognize all 
of the volunteers who give of their 
time at our annual volunteer recog-
nition breakfast and annual meeting.

Please mark your calendars and 
join us — whether you’ve led a com-
mittee or helped us with a manage-
able mitzvah. It is our opportunity 
to say thank you while we come 
together to reflect on the year we’ve 
completed and look ahead to the 
next fiscal year.

The year was a busy one — from 
our fall festivals and apple-picking 
to our Passover wine-tasting and 
our community Passover Seder. We 
developed a business plan to launch 
a preschool program and hired the 

founding director of the Play and 
Learn School (PALS at CBS). We’ve 
had a ball at the Chocolate Ball and 
also raised money for the ADL with 
our Concert for Kindness. And in 
between we’ve hosted a number 
of educational programs for both 
adults and students and kept our 
sanctuary warmly filled on Friday 
nights and Saturday mornings.

On Sunday morning May 7,  we 
will also hold our annual meet-
ing, which is our opportunity to 
review the activities of the year 
and to discuss a number of mat-
ters related to our congregational 
affairs. We will review our upcom-
ing budget. And we will elect new 
members to the Board of Direc-
tors. Please do make plans to join 
us for these updates and import-
ant vote.

At this time, I want to thank 
Finance Committee Chair Larry 
Samberg and the other Finance 

Committee mem-
bers, along with 
Treasurer Carole 
Grayson, VP of 
Finance David 
Schultz, and 
Temple Adminis-
trator Steve Winer for the hard work 
in assembling this year’s budget and 
in the work they do throughout the 
year in helping to manage the overall 
budget. 

I look forward to seeing many 
of you at the volunteer recognition 
breakfast and annual meeting. If 
you have questions prior, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me at 
president@cbnaishalom.org.

L’Shalom,
Allison Orenstein
President
president@cbnaishalom.org

Class Representative. The teens 
walked away with new understand-
ings that went deeper than their 
childhood teachings.

The rest of the evening was filled 
with laughter and games, star gazing, 
and lots of snacks — which was why 
at 3 am many of them were still wide 
awake.

I couldn’t be happier. Jewish teens 
were hanging out together, bonding, 
creating memories and friendships 
that will last for years to come. As 
the Youth Educator and the WAFTY 
advisor, I want our students to have 
social programs where they will feel 

connected to their peers and which 
will help strengthen their Jewish 
identity simply by having these con-
nections. I want them to participate 
in educational programs which will 
challenge them and help them grow 
as individuals as well as Jews. I want 
them to want to remain active in 
their Jewish communities wherever 
they may go, through adulthood and 
as parents, providing their children 
with the same opportunities they 
had. This is not just to help Juda-
ism survive, but also to foster their 
Jewish identities which will help 
them become the best people they 

can be and which will give them the 
outlets to make Jewish connections 
with others who will support them 
throughout their lives. 

So as tired as I will be when I 
wake them up for breakfast in about 
four hours, I will be happy because 
this was a successful shul-in. 

Debbi Morin
dmorin@cbnaishalom.org

From Our Youth Educator – continued from the previous page
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YELL – Youth Engagement & Lifelong Learning
Early Childhood Activities – PJ Havdalah
Thanks to everyone who came to the Purim Tot Shabbat 
in February — the costumes were great.

On May 13, we will celebrate Havdalah together with 
our annual PJ Havdalah. Come at 4 pm in your paja-
mas for a quick Havdalah service and loads of musical 
fun with Playful Tunes musical zoo. We will also have a 
pizza dinner together. RSVP via the email that will be 
sent out in early May.

If you have any questions or would like to help out 
with our next events, please contact Marcia Hoffman at 
marciahoffman@hotmail.com. 

YELL
A reminder to families with children in K–5 religious 
school to please take a few moments and complete our 
survey — check your email for the link. Your input and 
feedback will influence future programming, school 
structure, family involvement, and parent volunteer 
opportunities.

Our last quarterly meeting was Sunday, April 30. We 
reviewed some survey results and started compiling new 
ideas for next school year.  

All are invited to join this new group which brings 
together the Early Childhood, School & Youth, Adult 
Ed, and Library committees under one umbrella focused 
on lifelong learning. New members are welcome!

Any questions, please contact VP of Education, Lisa 
Chace, VPEducation@cbnaishalom.org.

Member Activities

Travel to Israel with Congregation B’nai Shalom
Information meeting on Thursday, May 4, 7:30 pm

Two years ago we had a wonderful community trip 
to Israel with Puzzle Israel. Focusing on experiencing 
many facets of Israel, meeting local people with stories 
to tell, and eating incredibly well (one of the Puzzle crew 
is a professional chef), it offered a genuine way to learn 
about Israel, with a healthy dose of fun and exploration 
too. Now we are planning on doing it again. After a 
successful partnership with B’nai Torah in Sudbury for 
our Cuba trip, we will be joining forces again. The trip is 
scheduled to take place during February school vacation 
of 2018, February 15–25, to enable those who would like 
to come as families with their children to join us. We 
will have an initial information evening on May 4 for all 
those who would like to learn more about the trip and 
the logistics, and have your questions answered. RSVP 
to attend the meeting to rabbi@cbnaishalom.org. If you 

cannot attend the meeting but are interested in joining 
us, please also be in touch with Rabbi Gurevitz so that 
she can keep you informed as the trip takes shape.

En–CHANT–ment CIRCLE Tuesday, May 23 • 7:30 pm

En-CHANT-ment CIRCLE is a musical meditation group that meets each month at 
7:30 pm usually the last Tuesday (but will be first Tuesday in May). Hebrew chanting 

heals the mind, body, and soul. It lights the flame in words of prayer through beautiful 
melodies. It creates energy while allowing for inner contemplation. No musical 

background needed. Email Eva Friedner for more information: eafriedner@verizon.net. 
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Spiritual Journey Group:
The Practice of Kindness

Tuesday, May 16 • 7:30 – 9:30 pm

All are welcome to join this gathering at any 
time for our monthly reflections on the spiritual 
practice of lovingkindness and how we can use 
the tools of our tradition to guide the way we 
live our everyday lives. The next gathering is 
June 13.

Yizkor on Wednesday, May 31
Service at 6:30 pm

Ice Cream Social at 7 pm

There will be a Yizkor (Memorial) Service, 
followed by ice-cream social to end Shavuot on 
Wednesday, May 31.

Gather for this short evening service as Shavuot 
draws to a close to provide a minyan for all 
who are in mourning and those who come for 
this service of remembrance for loved ones 
who have died in years past. The service will be 
followed by an ice-cream sundae social at the 
temple (in the courtyard, weather permitting).

2nd Annual Electronics Recycling and Secure Shredding Fundraiser
Sunday, May 7, 10 am – 2 pm

Now that another tax season is almost behind us, it’s time to get rid of 
those old checks and bank statements. Once again, Congregation B’nai 
Shalom will be hosting an Electronics Recycling and Secure Shredding 
event on the day of the Annual Meeting. We will accept all electronics, 
and expect to once again offer hard-drive shredding as part of the computer recycling. 

We will have the shredding truck on-site, so you will be able to observe your documents being shredded. 
More details and a schedule of suggested donations will follow.

Meeting On The Role Of Non-Jews In Leadership At CBS on May 10
Over the years, the Board of Directors and other 
committees within the congregation have considered 
many policies that affect how we manage our congre-
gational affairs. As you can appreciate, Congregation 
B’nai Shalom has a wide-ranging demographic, and we 
have actively embraced all congregants and families who 
choose to worship, learn, and socialize with us.

The Board has been considering a change that reflects 
the overall character of our congregation and recognizes 
the contributions that many of our members make to 
congregational life — that is to welcome any member of 
the congregation who wants to be part of the leadership 
into a leadership role. We have had a number of dis-
cussions about positions that may be exempt from this 
change — including the role of the temple president.

At a recent Board meeting, Rabbi Gurevitz shared 
some commentary on an article that referred to a per-
son who has “converged but not converted,” who has 

“taken up residence in and abides permanently within 
the Jewish people,” and who “contributes profoundly 
to strengthening Jewish continuity” as a “Righteous Res-
ident.” I believe strongly that any member who wishes to 
serve our congregation in helping strengthen our Jewish 
continuity at Congregation B’nai Shalom should be 
welcomed into many of our leadership roles.

We would like to invite anyone who would like to be 
a part of a community conversation prior to the Board 
moving forward on making any changes to a meeting 
on May 10 at 8 pm.  At that meeting, we will review 
our discussions to date and present a proposal that 
will be considered by the Board. If you are not able to 
join the meeting but would like to add your comments 
to the dialogue, please reach out to Allison Orenstein 
at president@cbnaishalom.org and Cheryl Kasof at 
VPCongAffairs@cbnaishalom.org prior to the meeting date.

Allison Orenstein
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Member Activities

Sisterhood Action – Kallah
Women’s Kallah on May 13
Our final event of the year is com-
ing up soon. The Women’s Kallah 
is on May 13, 11:30 am–4:30 pm, at 
the Bell Marlborough Clubhouse, 
20 Applebriar Lane, just off Route 
20 in Marlborough, one mile west 
of 495. The beautiful clubhouse is a 
warm, inviting setting for our time 
together.

We are looking forward to a 
wonderful day including lunch and 
learning, featuring our guest speaker 
Joan Ditzion, co-author of Our 
Bodies, Ourselves, who will be leading 
a workshop entitled Women Growing 
Older, Our Bodies, Ourselves.

I am happy to add that one of our 
own Sisterhood members, Stacey 
Berger, will be opening the program 
with a women’s health presentation 
entitled Stay Strong – Addressing 
Care for your Pelvic Floor/Core 
through Midlife. Stacey is a physi-

cal therapist specializing in pelvic 
health. 

This event is open to all adult 
women. Invite your friends to join 
us. The cost is $36 for Sisterhood 
members and $50 for non-members. 
RSVP by May 6 at 
http://bit.ly/CBS-Womens-Kallah.

Drop-in Mah Jongg
Drop-in Mah Jongg is on Tuesday 
mornings, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. We 
continue to play in the lobby each 
week. Join us to learn, to play, and to 
meet other players.

Membership
The new membership year begins 
June 1, 2017. Now is the time to think 
about renewing your Sisterhood 
membership. You will find a link to 
the Sisterhood membership form at 
www.cbnaishalom.org/sisterhood. 
You can print out the form, include 

your check, and leave it in the Sis-
terhood box at CBS; or you can pay 
your Sisterhood membership with 
your temple dues (please complete 
a form and leave in the Sisterhood 
box also.)

As I come to the end of my first year 
as President of CBS Sisterhood I 
continue to be excited about upcom-
ing events. The leadership team is 
planning for the new year ahead. 
Join us. Contact me today!

Contact Nancy Bosco at 
nleveillee@charter.net with any 
comments or questions about these 
events. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Nancy (Leveillee) Bosco
President

B’nai Shalom Book Group Thursday, June 15
Our next book is The Two-Family House by Linda Cohen Loigman, a 
native of Longmeadow MA. This novel is an engrossing multi-generational 
family saga set in post-WWII Brooklyn.

All B’nai Shalom members are welcome. For more information, please 
contact Barbara Barry at babs206@gmail.com.

CBS Cares
CBS Cares (formerly Yad b’Yad), the new model being used by Congregation B’nai Shalom, is another way to help 
make CBS a caring place — a warm place where congregants are there for each other and help one another in times 
of need. This past month many congregants volunteered their time in support of others. We sincerely thank the 
following people: Bobbi and Joel Feinblatt, Mike Backer, Judy Palkin, Nancy Bosco, Karen Weiner, Karen Roth-
man, Wendy Stone, Natalie Rudolf, Bunny Foster, and Cheryl Kasof. For more information about CBS Cares, or to 
become more involved, please contact Anita Backer.

Anita Backer, anita.backer5@gmail.com

Counting The Omer 
Food Drive

We are collecting grain-based 
long-life foods (cereals, 
crackers, etc.) to donate to 
the Westborough Food Pantry. 
Please see details in the Weekly 
Connections.
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Brotherhood News

If you read this before April 30 
— there may still be one or two 
seats left for the Brotherhood 

road trip to New York on Sunday, 
April 30, 2017. Our van will depart 
Westborough at 6:30 am, with 
stops planned at Russ and Daugh-
ters for authentic New York bagels 
and hand-carved smoked fish, the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, the 
Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, and  
Katz’s Deli, before heading back to 
Westborough at the end of the day. 
The cost is $95 for Brotherhood 
members ($105 for non-members), 
and includes everything except 
meals. Please contact Mark at 

mark.sebell@icloud.com to see if 
there is any space left.

Thank you to all our congregants 
who visited Café Shalom during the 
school year — we appreciate your 
business, and hope to see you again 
when the Religious School reopens 
in the fall. And to our Brotherhood 
volunteers, thank you for making 
Café Shalom a success.

Lastly, before we take a bit of a 
break for the summer, Brotherhood 
would like to invite all Brotherhood 
members and their families to an 
end-of-the-year cookout and swim 
on Sunday, May 21 from 3–7 pm at 
the home of Jim and Laura Wilner, 

172 Stearns Road, Marlborough. 
Please bring a salad, fruit, or dessert; 
the rest of the food and beverages 
will be provided. Also, be sure to 
bring swimwear and towels if the 
weather is warm. RSVP to Jim at 
jim.wilner@comcast.net.

For more information and officer 
emails, visit www.cbnaishalom.org/
community/brotherhood. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

Jim Wilner
jim.wilner@comcast.net
508-460-1936

Northborough Meals – Next Meal Wednesday, May 10
“After my son baked brownies, 
he told me he has always enjoyed 
baking brownies, but it was that 
much better knowing it was going to 
make other people happy.” “While 
chatting with the guests, at least two 
of them made the same comment — 
‘There is always a big turnout when 
B’nai Shalom is hosting, because 
they put out the best spread of 
food!’ — It was lots of fun. I was 
proud watching my son help serve 
food for the guests.” These were 
comments made by two new volun-
teers who contributed to the meal 
on March 22. We served seventy-five 
guests. Some of the volunteers ate 

and many of the attendees took 
home leftovers. Our soloist Bill 
entertained us with beautiful music.  

We thank the following volunteers: 
Bob Allen; John and Jacob Anderson; 
Rachael Armstrong; Anita and Mike 
Backer; Shari, Jack, Talia, and Nathan 
Bedar; Jori Berger-Greenstein; Stacy 
Blumberg; Alyssa Cleveland; Judy 
and Stu Deane; Parisa Freshman; 
Sharon, Alex, and Justin Goldberg; 
Fran Habib and Steve Petlock; 
Sandra Harris; Cheryl Kasof; Lonnie 
LaPorte-Beer and Bobbie Kaplan; 
Chad McGowan; Joelle Orloff; 
Judy Palken; Laurie and Dale Rains; 
Andrea Rosenthal and Scott Gore; 

Mark Sebell; Phyllis and Tony Simas; 
Jessica and Avery Smith and Sophia 
Santos; Andrea and Ben Schanzer; 
Stacey and Matt Wein; Carol Wein-
stock; and Sherry Zetlan. 

Our next two meals are sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 10 and 
Wednesday, June 7. Please con-
tact Bobbi and Joel Feinblatt at 
bjfeinblatt@charter.net if you wish to 
take part in this wonderful family 
mitzvah. We will need main and side 
dishes, salads, and desserts, as well as 
help setting up, serving, and cleaning 
up. Thank you. 

Bobbi and Joel Feinblatt
bjfeinblatt@charter.net

CBS Semi-annual Blood Drive on April 30, 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 

The Congregation B’nai Shalom blood drive is on Sunday, April 30, from 8:30 am – 1:30 pm. We’re 
holding this event during school hours in order to make giving blood easy and convenient for parents 
dropping off or picking up. It is also open to the general public. For details on requirements, please see 
www.cbnaishalom.org/april-30th-blood-drive/.

www.cbnaishalom.org/april-30th-blood-drive/
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Todah rabbah to our oneg hosts since the last 
issue: The Karp family, Sue and Dave Levine, Shari 
and Paul Markowitz, Blanche Lonstein, Anita and 
Stanley King, The Martin family, The Nicosia family, 
Susan Nissenbaum, The Mair family, Elizabeth and 
Adam Mintz, Jane and Jay Mazur, Heather and Stuart 
Miniman.

Todah rabbah to the Board members who ushered 
and the volunteers who captained the onegs in the same 
period.

Todah rabbah to our outgoing Board members: David 
Schultz, Eileen Samberg, Lisa Chace, Jennifer Pfeiffer, 
Ondine Cohn Sasdi, and Dan Schwartz.

Concert for Kindness Raises Money and Spirits
On Saturday, April 1, our congregation held a 
Concert for Kindness to promote inclusiveness and to 
lift spirits at a time when our society feels divided. The 
Concert for Kindness was a fundraiser for the Anti-Defa-
mation League, with all proceeds donated to the ADL. 
The evening featured performances by recording artist 
Beth Schafer and talented local performers: Cantor Jeri 
Robbins, Cantor Rachel Reef Simpson, Songleader Ian 
Simpson, and Cantorial Soloists Sharon Brown Gold-
stein and Lisa Marcus Jones.

Despite the snowstorm that blanketed New England 
that day, we had a large and enthusiastic audience. The 
evening started with Havdalah, followed by a talk by 
Robert Trestan, Regional Director of the New England 
office of the ADL. Mr. Trestan spoke of the sharp rise 
in hate crimes over the past year and described some of 
the ways in which the ADL works to counteract hateful 
ideas and actions. For information on the ADL’s many 

programs, visit https://www.adl.org/.
The concert that followed was uplifting. The evening’s 

success depended on the energy and talent of many vol-
unteers. Our sincere gratitude goes out to all who baked, 
served food, promoted, and ran the event. We had a stel-
lar lineup of singer/songwriters backed by a full band. 
Many thanks to our instrumentalists: Matt Emmer, 
Mitch Gordon, and Warren Olsen; Steven Goldstein on 
sound; and our amazing singers.  

The evening was a testament to what we as a commu-
nity can do to lift ourselves above the fray and spread 
understanding. Thank you to all who attended and all 
who donated; we raised over $6,000!

If you were unable to attend, you can see the video 
on our website by clicking on Live streaming. To 
donate to the Anti-Defamation League, please visit 
https://www.adl.org/ways-to-give. Thank you to everyone 
involved in this special evening.

Baby Blanket Mitzvah Project
Sunday, May 7 after the annual meeting

Attention Baby Blanket Craftspeople: It’s that time 
of year again to schmooze, compare, coordinate, 
and assemble. After the temple’s annual meeting 
we’ll gather in the temple library to assemble 
these beautiful blankets to help mothers in need. 
We already have many squares made, but we can 
always use more. If you are interested, patterns and 
yarn are available in the coat room. Thanks for the 
difference you’re making. For more information, 
contact Bunny Foster at bfoster119@gmail.com.

Names of Graduates for the Bulletin
The names of high school, college, 
and graduate school graduates will be 
published in the Bulletin. Please call 
the temple office at 508-366-7191 or 
send an e-mail to news@cbnaishalom.org, and let 
us know the name of your son/daughter, school 
graduating from (and the degree if  from college or 
graduate school), and plans for the future.

Communities of Song Benefit Concert
Sunday, May 7, 2017 at 4:00 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church, 114 Main St., Worcester

Participating groups: Shir Joy Chorus, The Wesley Choir, 
Wesley’s Ghanaian Choir, and Band of Voices from Barre

Communities of Song is a celebration of the power 
of music to unite us, as a benefit for the Pastoral 
Council of Central MA. Groups will perform several 
pieces separately and all will come together for 
Thompson’s Alleluia and several other inspiring songs. 
Free will offering. Go to www.wesleyworc.org or 
shirjoychorus.com for further information. Sponsored by 
a generous grant from The Worcester Arts Council.

http://www.shirjoychorus.com
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B’nai Mitzvah

Joshua Aaron Brenner will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on May 6, 2017. Joshua is the son of 
Charlie and Sheryl Brenner, and has a younger brother, 
Sam, age 5. Joshua lives in Shrewsbury and is in the 
seventh grade at the Oak Middle School. In his free 
time, Joshua enjoys soccer, video games, gardening, 
and playing with his friends. For his community service 
projects Joshua has worked at Kid’s Café and with the 
community Harvest Project. 

Josh Ruthfield will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on May 6, 2017. Josh is the son of Lori and Mark 
Ruthfield and has a younger brother, Zach, age 9. Josh 
lives in Southborough and is in the seventh grade at the 
Trottier Middle School. He enjoys playing for his club 
soccer team and town basketball team. Josh’s favorite 
mitzvah activity was being a volunteer for Special Olym-
pics Basketball where he mentored a player and also 
made new friends.

Jacob Anderson will be called to the Torah as a 
Bar Mitzvah on May 13, 2017. Jacob lives in Northbor-
ough with his parents, John and Julie, an older brother, 
Steven, age 15, and a younger sister, Megan, age 10. Jacob 
is in seventh grade at Melican Middle School where he 
earned the Presidential Award for excellence last year. 
Jacob’s favorite sport is soccer. He would play every day 
if he could. Jacob also enjoys basketball, hanging out 
with friends, traveling with his family, riding his bike 
to Cumbie’s, and playing video games. Jacob’s favorite 
mitzvah activity was helping with Tot Shabbat on a 
Saturday morning. 

Brady Volin will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on May 13, 2017. Brady is the son of Laura and 
David Volin, and has two older sisters, Sarissa, age 17, 
and Tabitha, age 15. Brady lives in Westborough and is 
in the seventh grade at the Gibbons Middle School. In 
his free time Brady enjoys sports and collecting sports 
memorabilia. Brady’s favorite mitzvah activities were 
helping his cousin celebrate her wedding and building 
the sukkah at the temple. 

Eve Hanna Roiter will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on May 20, 2017. Eve is the daughter of Melissa 
Benjamin and Eric Roiter. She lives in Southborough 
and is in the seventh grade at Trottier Middle School. 
She is one of triplet siblings, Charlotte and Jack. Her 
interests include softball and cooking. She is involved 
with Girl Scouts, Big Brother/Big Sister, yearbook, 
school council, and student government. 

Charlotte Love Roiter will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 20, 2017. Charlotte is 
the daughter of Melissa Benjamin and Eric Roiter. She 
lives in Southborough and is in the seventh grade at 
Trottier Middle School. She is one of triplet siblings, 
Eve and Jack. Charlotte enjoys photography, playing the 
piano, and softball. She is involved with Girl Scouts, Big 
Brother/Big Sister, and yearbook.

Jack Roiter will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on May 20, 2017. Jack is the son of Melissa 
Benjamin and Eric Roiter. He lives in Southborough and 
is in the seventh grade at Trottier Middle School. He is 
one of triplet siblings, Eve and Charlotte. Jack enjoys 
playing soccer, skiing, and video games. He is involved 
with Big Brother/Big Sister and Town Soccer. He is also 
in a band.

Jonah Keates will celebrate becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
on May 27, 2017. Jonah lives in Hopkinton and is in the 
seventh grade at Bancroft School in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, where he has been a student since kindergarten. 
His parents, Robin Silverman and Harry Keates, and his 
siblings, Emma and Noah Keates, are extremely proud of 
him and all of the hard work that he has put into prepar-
ing to lead the congregation at his Bar Mitzvah service. 
This year, Jonah was a member of the varsity swim team 
at Bancroft. One exciting moment in his season came 
when he placed eighth overall in the 100-meter backstroke 
event at the Eastern Independent League Champion-
ships. Jonah also ran cross-country, played goalie for his 
Demons hockey team, and will play goalie for Bancroft 
lacrosse in the spring. In his spare time, Jonah enjoys read-
ing, playing piano and drums, and running around with 
his puppy, Stella. One of Jonah’s favorite mitzvah activities 
this year was volunteering as a tour guide at Bancroft’s 
open house, welcoming prospective families and sharing 
his knowledge and love of his school.
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Jewish Federation Family Events

This summer, enjoy 20 weeks of berries and 
vegetables grown at Nourse Farm, Westborough. 

www.noursefarm.com
 Temple Members discount – one free week.

Contact Jon Nourse jwnourse@aol.com

Nourse Farm 
Join our 2017 CSA Program

Voice Instructor
Tel: (508) 616-2923 jleikin@charter.net

1) Jewish Central Mass Goes to Jewish 
Heritage Night at Fenway in Boston 
on Tuesday, June 13, 7:10 pm. Bleacher 
seats $34.00/person. Purchase your 
tickets at www.jewishcentralmass.org/
redsox for your custom Red Sox Jewish 
Heritage baseball cap by Tuesday, 
June 6. Please make your own 
transportation arrangements. Tickets 
will be emailed to you. We have a 
block of seats together, first come, first 
serve.

2) Jewish Federation of Central MA 
“Family Night” at the Bravehearts 
Sunday, June 18 at 4:05 pm (gates 
open at 3 pm) at Fitton Field, 
1 College Square, Worcester. We 
will all be seated together to watch 
the Bravehearts as they pursue a 
league championship. After the game, 

families are invited to play a game 
of catch on our field. Make sure to 
bring your glove to the game with 
you. Cost $8.00/person. Buy your 
tickets at www.jewishcentralmass.org/
bravehearts by June 9. Tickets will be 
held at “Will Call” booth at stadium.

3) Shavuot Family Hike on Sunday, 
May 21 at Broad Meadow Brook 
Conservation Center, 414 Massasoit 
Road, Worcester. Join PJ Library and PJ 
Our Way for a family friendly hike and 
scavenger hunt. Meet up at 12:45 pm 
at the open-air Pavilion. Hike from 
1:00 – 2:00 pm. From 2:00 – 3:00 pm, 
join us for snack (bring your own), 
schmoozing, and story time. Free and 
open to all families. RSVP at 
www.jewishcentralmass.org/
familyhike. Rain date TBA. Please 

note: First ½ mile of trail suitable 
for strollers. Child backpack carriers 
recommended for longer hikes with 
stroller-aged kids.

4) PJ Library Neighborhood Dessert 
Havdalah in Pajamas on Saturday, 
May 6 at 6:30 pm at the home of the 
Cohens in Northborough. Bring a 
dessert to share. RSVP by May 3 to 
Mindy at mhall@jfcm.org for address.

If you have questions on any of 
these events, contact Mindy Hall, 
JFCM Director of Outreach at 
mhall@jfcm.org.

President
Allison Orenstein* (May 31, 2018)

VP, Finance & Administration
Michael Manning (May 31, 2018)

VP, Education 
Steven Goldstein (May 31, 2018)

VP, Congregational Affairs
Cheryl Kasof* (May 31, 2018)
VP, Membership 
Karen Rothman* (May 31, 2018)

Secretary
Heidi Swanick* (May 31, 2018)

Treasurer
Carole Grayson* (May 31, 2018)

Newly Nominated Directors
Mark Chapleau (May 31, 2019)
Alan Ehrlich (May 31, 2019)
Simon Davis (May 31, 2019)
Andy Feldman (May 31, 2019)
Andy Shaw (May 31, 2019)
Phil Leavitt (May 31, 2018)

Directors Continuing 
Shari Bedar (May 31, 2018)
Rob Blumberg (May 31, 2018)
Robin Baer (May 31, 2018)
Pamela Penna (May 31, 2018)
Allen Rosenfeld (May 31, 2018)

*Currently serving in same position
Candidate is followed by term 
expiration

Election is at the Annual Meeting on 
May 7. Absentee Ballots are available 
by contacting Secretary Heidi 
Swanick.

Please share this notice with other 
adult members of your household. It 
is very important that you attend. We 
need a quorum to make the meeting 
official.

Slate of Officers and Directors for June 1, 2017 – May 31, 2018

Our Sponsors

www.jewishcentralmass.org/redsox
www.jewishcentralmass.org/bravehearts
www.jewishcentralmass.org/familyhike
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kolbo C E L E B R A T I N G
JEWISH L IFE  & CULTURE

FINE JUDAICA GALLERY

UNIQUE HANDCRAFTS AND GRAPHIC ART 
FROM ISRAEL • KETUBOT • TALITOT • EXPANDED 

JEWELRY SECTION • INVITATION PACKAGES

437 HARVARD STREET BROOKLINE MA 02446
TOLL FREE: 800.238.8743 • 617.731.8743

WWW.KOLBO.COM

Trusts and Estates Law
Marvin S. Silver, Esquire

45 Lyman Street, Suite 15
Westborough, MA 01581

www.chwmlaw.com
msilver@chwmlaw.com

508-986-9430

Christopher ◆ hays

WojCik & MavriCos

Our Sponsors

www.rochebros.com

Your neighborhood grocer
for over 63 years.

42 Magill Dr., Grafton, MA • www.HighfieldsGolfcc.com

Mazel Tov
Every occasion shines at Highfields Golf and 
Country Club. The venue provides a beautiful 
backdrop for Mitzvah events. Customized event 
planning and impeccable service make your 
event at Highfields a truly special occasion. Our 
dedication and attention to detail will allow 
everyone to relax and enjoy the event. Please 
contact AnnMarie in our Sales Department to 
schedule a personal tour of our venue.

508-839-1945, ext. 222 
annmarie@highfieldsgolfcc.com

Want to make 2017 your best year yet?
My complete, guided program covers 
nutrition, movement, and mindset, and is 
designed to instill healthy habits that will last 
you a lifetime. If you’re looking to reverse 
symptoms like fatigue, stubborn weight, brain 
fog etc., then this program is a must.

Marsha Beals, Certified Holistic 
Health Coach, AADP

978-376-2564 
mbeals716@msn.com 

www.naturalbeautyfromwithin.com

SIMON & SONS
679 Highland Avenue • Needham, MA • 781-559-3212

BAR MITZVAH
HEADQUARTERS

Boys Clothing 
For All Occasions!

When planning your next Celebration
Call Franklin Caterers “Frankly The Best”
The Area’s Premier Caterers for 35 Years

Weddings • Bar/Bat Mitzvah • Kiddush • Cocktail Parties
Outdoor Events • Event Planning • Rentals • Memorial Services

Joan L. Franklin 1-800-649-6826
FranklinCaterers@aol.com www.franklincaterers.com
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Richard Perlman
Serving the Jewish communities 

of Worcester and Worcester Country
is now affiliated with

Miles Funeral Directors
of Holden

508-829-4434

Taharah (religious preparation) is performed on-site by the Worcester Chevra Kadisha
Richard S. Mansfield, Funeral Director • www.milesfuneralhome.com

Contact Richard Perlman • Cell: 508-769-7017

 

 

 



SALMON'S CONTINUUM OF CARE ALSO INCLUDES

ALL LOCATED ON THE SAME CAMPUS

WHITNEY PLACE Assisted Living Residences
BEAUMONT Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing

Our Sponsors

®

©2010 Each office is independently owned and operated.
All trademarks are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resources Inc.

Non-medical in-home services 
for Seniors by Seniors.

We provide dependable, friendly seniors to help with services 
like light housekeeping, transportation, shopping personal care, 

companionship and more.

Like getting a little help from your friends .
Call 508-808-1090 or email kindnessworksllc@gmail.com

www.seniorshelpingseniors.com/metrowest

PARK STREET DENTAL
Arnold Nadler, DDS

Jonathan Hoffman, DMD

Cosmetic, Implant and Family Dentistry

Tel (508) 366-5028
www.Westborodental.com

210 Turnpike Road, Westborough, MA
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2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Iyyar Sivan/

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Yom HaZikaron Yom HaAtzma'ut
1100a  Mah Jongg
330p  Hebrew School & Gesher
600p  Chai Sch. Israeli Dinner
630p  Yom Ha'atzmaut Program
730p  En-CHANT-ment
730p  Mini-Modules

345p  Hebrew School & Gesher 400p  Hebrew School
700p  Intro To Hebrew
730p Israel Trip Info Meeting

600p  Shabbat Family Dinner
645p  Shabbat Rishon Service
& Senior Recognition

Parashat Achrei Mot-Kedoshim
800a  Torah and T'filah
1015a  Shabbat Morning
Service (Brenner/Ruthfield)

830a  Religious School T 3.7
900a  Volunteer Breakfast
930a  Annual Mtg
1000a Recycling and Shredding
1130a  Gesher Jr. WAFTY
         Gr 6-8

730p  Scientists in Synagogues 1100a  Mah Jongg
330p  Hebrew School
600p  Gesher Showcase

Pesach Sheni
345p  Hebrew School (NO
GESHER)
500p  Northborough Meals
800p Role of Non-Jew Mtg

400p  Hebrew School
700p  Intro To Hebrew

NFTY-NE Leadership Kallah
730p  Shabbat Evening Service
and Board Recognition

Parashat Emor
800a  Torah and T'filah
1015a  Shabbat Morning
Service (Anderson/Volin)
1130a  Women's Kallah
400p  PJ Havdalah

Lag B'Omer
Mother's Day
930a  Religious School Closing
Day

1100a  Mah Jongg
730p  Spiritual Journey Group

700p  Fauda Program
730p  Executive Cmte

700p  Intro To Hebrew 730p  Shabbat Evening Service Parashat Behar-Bechukotai
800a  Torah and T'filah
1015a  Shabbat Morning
Service (Roiter)

300p  End-of-Year BBQ 1100a  Mah Jongg
730p  En-CHANT-ment

Yom Yerushalayim
730p  Board Mtg

700p  Intro To Hebrew 730p  Shabbat Evening Service Parashat Bamidbar
800a  Torah and T'filah
1015a  Shabbat Morning
Service (Keats)

28 29 30 31
Memorial Day Erev Shavuot

1100a  Mah Jongg
600p  Confirmation Pix
700p  Confirmation

Shavuot I
630p  Yizkor
700p Ice Cream Social

סיוון May/אייר

Our Sponsors

Joan H. Bress, LICSW, CEP

School & College
Admissions Consultant

12 Southwood Road / Worcester, MA 01609
Phone / Fax: (508) 757-8920

E-mail: joan@CollegeResourceAssoc.com
www.CollegeResourceAssociates.com

College 
Resource 

Associates

SAGER & SCHAFFER LLP
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

• General Business Law  • High-Technology Law
• Health Care Law  • Employment Law  

• Real Estate Law

FOCUSING ON BUSINESS LAW 
AND LITIGATION SERVICES

Protecting Your Business & Professional Interests

Committed to helping your business 
thrive by providing targeted and 

results-oriented legal representation.

Steven Sager  • E-mail: ssager@sslegal.com
Tel: 508 -898-9900  • www.sslegal.com

182 Turnpike Road  • Westborough, Massachusetts

SagerLegaL LLp

 ssager@sagerlegal.com 
 www.sagerlegal.com

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

Steven T. Sager, Esq.  E-mail: ssager@sagerlegal.com
Tel: (508) 898-9900 ext 101 www.sagerlegal.com
2 Mount Royal Avenue, Suite 330  Marlborough, MA 01752

Calendar
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General Fund 
Carol Kaplan in memory of Arlene Fisher 
Eileen and Larry Samberg:
•  in honor of Maddie Eisenthal being called to the Torah as a 

Bat Mitzvah 
• in memory of Mike Federman 
• in honor of the 35th wedding anniversary of Paul Young and 

Charlotte Richardson 
Heidi and Pat Swanick in memory of Ron Kramer 
Neil and Sarah Herzig sending congratulations on the birth of 

Merle and Barry Portnoy’s granddaughter 
William Lopatin:
• in memory of Celia Berman 
• in memory of Juliette Narunsky 
YourCause, LLC Dell   
Elliott and Stacey Berger:
• in memory of Joseph Solomon Kent 
• in memory of Jeannette Berger 
Meltzer Summer Camp Fund 
Debbi Morin in memory of Ron Beroll 
Mark Weinberg   
Allison and David Orenstein   
Music Fund 
Debbi Morin in honor of Karen Rothman and Gordon Manning 

becoming grandparents 
Stephen and Lori Winer in honor of the birth of Aiden Manning 
Allison and David Orenstein:
• in gratitude to Sharon Brown Goldstein for Hayden Orenstein’s 

Bar Mitzvah 
• in gratitude to Lisa Marcus Jones for Hayden Orenstein’s 

Bar Mitzvah
Alan and Jody Yoffie in memory of William S Yoffie 
Leslie Zide in honor of Karen Rothman and Gordon Manning 

becoming grandparents 
Prayer Book and Ritual Fund 
Toby Federman and family thank you to Paul Young and Char-

lotte Richardson for sharing a very special evening with us. 
Happy 35th wedding anniversary.

Toby Federman and family in memory of Moshe Davidian 

Rabbi Debra R Hachen Caring Fund 
Janice and Arnold Hirshon:
• best wishes to Susan Shaw 
• in honor of the birth of Aiden Manning 
• best wishes to Judy and Martin Shapiro 
• best wishes to Debbie Orzack in her new home 
Landscape Improvement Fund 
Barbara and Allan Zinberg in honor of Evan Raider being called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
Rabbi Educator Discretionary Fund 
Allison and David Orenstein in gratitude to Rabbi Eiduson for 

Hayden Orenstein’s Bar Mitzvah 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Steven and Alissa Schimmel thanking so very much Rabbis and 

Congregation for making us a part of the B’nai Shalom family 
Blanche Lonstein   
Blanche Lonstein in honor of Gordon Manning and 

Karen Rothman’s grandson, Aiden 
Brenda Coutinho and Family in gratitude to Rabbi Gurevitz 
Allison and David Orenstein in gratitude to Rabbi Gurevitz for 

Hayden Orenstein’s Bar Mitzvah 
Joel and Bobbi Feinblatt in memory of Greg Gustafson 
Beth and Joe Magnone in memory of Hugh David Goldsmith 
Youth Fund 
Allison and David Orenstein thanking Debbi Morin for preparing 

Hayden Orenstein for his Bar Mitzvah 

Please send donations to: Attn: Donations
Congregation B’nai Shalom
PO Box 1019, Westborough, MA 01581-6019
In order for an acknowledgement to be sent, the donation must 

be at least $10, and must include the name of the fund, the 
name and address of the person(s) to whom the acknowledge-
ment is to be sent, and your name and address.

You can also donate at www.cbnaishalom.org/donate/.

Abby Brown Education
Used for special school projects and 
materials such as films and records, 
speakers and field trips.

Adult Education
Used for Adult Education Programs and 
Leadership Training Programs.

Art
Used to purchase and display artwork to 
beautify the synagogue.

Building Improvement 
Fund 
Used for special projects on the interior of 
the Congregation B’nai Shalom building 
including maintenance, repairs, security, 
and furniture.

Early Childhood
Used for Early Childhood programming.

General
Used to support the congregation’s 
current budget.

High Holy Day
Used to arrange our High Holy Day Services.

Jennifer Lee Levine Youth 
Supports cultural and educational programs 
to benefit out preteen and teen members.

Joel I. Silverstein
Used to refurbish the temple kitchen.

Landscape Improvement
Library
Used to purchase books for children and 
adults for our circulating library.

Lisa Elaine Feingold 
Memorial
Used for the annual children’s Chanukah 
celebration and for media or cultural 
projects to benefit our Pre-K to Grade 1 
students.

Music
Used to augment the congregation’s 
musical programs.

Donations

1 David Cohen
1 Jennifer Pfeiffer
1 Scot Stiller
1 Michelle Weinstein
2 Morton Brond
2 Jamie Finn
3 Clara Asch
3 Stephen Boardman
3 Scott Cushman
3 Benjamin Hyatt
3 Nicholas Nassar
4 Phillip Leavitt
4 Heather Miniman
4 Eileen Samberg
4 Nancy Simon
5 Robert Blumberg
5 Jason Bourret
5 Richard Palken
6 Iris Kraus
6 Rosalind Martin

7 Amy Johnson
7 Howell Richards
8 Claire Miller
8 Sharon Minsky-Drues
8 Howard Rosenstein
9 Kimberly Eisenstock
9 Burton Federman
9 Debra Hachen
9 Kevin Martin
9 Jane Mazur
9 Johanna Yoffie
10 Carole Grossman
10 Glen Mair
10 Steven Petlock
10 Andrea Young
11 Ruth Lubitz
12 Matthew Abrahams
12 Marshall Gould
12 Elyse Heise
12 Charlotte Richardson

12 Jose Schroen
13 Deborah Bresnick
13 Judith Deane
14 Helen Aronson
14 Rickey Lopatin
14 James Wilner
15 Brian Buchhalter
15 Joseph Miller
15 Karin Weinberg
15 Ellen Winthrop
17 Ronald Cohen
17 Carole Grayson
17 Susan Hirschfield
19 Toby Federman
19 Holly Kasper
20 Jessica Crandall
21 Elizabeth Gelfand
21 Bruce Jaffee
22 Jeffrey Govendo
22 Edward Levine

22 Natalie Rudolph
23 Carla Schultz - Skraly
23 Debra Shrier
24 Roberta Feinblatt
24 Kimberly Manning
25 Alisa Stone
26 Nancy Lonstein
26 Brian Peak
27 Sondra Bloch
27 Theodore Goldberg
27 Michael Manning
27 Neil Smith
28 Glenn Penna
28 Alan Yoffie
29 Lois Milnamow
29 Barbara Spenadel
31 Stacey Israel

May Birthdays



May 2017 Page 19

Prayer Book and Ritual
Used to purchase items needed in the 
sanctuary, religious observerance, and 
copies of our High Holiday prayerbook 
and our regular prayerbook, Mishkan 
T’filah. A donation of $36 for Mishkah 
T’filah is acknowledged with a bookplate 
on the inside cover of the prayerbook.

Rabbi Debra R. Hachen 
Caring
Used to offer emergency assistance to 
congregants in times of need.

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Used by the rabbi for Tzedakah (charity) 
and special projects.

Rabbi-Educator’s 
          Discretionary
Used by the rabbi-educator for Tzedakah 
and special projects.

Social Action
Used for social action and mitzvah 
programs, including “Mitzvah Day”, 
educational activities and speakers, 
and to assist worthy non-profit causes 
selected by the Social Action Committee.

Steve Meltzer Memorial 
Summer Camp Scholarship
Used to help defray some of the costs of 
attending several Reform Movement’s 
summer camp programs.

Yad b’Yad
Used by the Yad b’Yad committee 
to prepare and deliver meals to 
congregants who are ill or caring for a 
family member; making friendly visits to 
congregants with various needs; sending 
cards etc.

Youth
Used to further the work of all of our 
youth groups, and provide subsidies for 
retreats, conclaves, and conferences.

May 5, 2017 10 Iyyar, 5777
Ralph Cohn
Edith Dreyer
Melvin Fox
Margery Grunes
Irma Jordan
Jack E Kay

Lorna Luce
Carol Page
Joel Silverstein
Raymond Leo Smith*
Dr. Paul Spenadel
Gerald Spiro

May 12 17 Iyyar
Mary Arensberg
Lillian Bittel*
Lee Zelda Blacker*
Norman Feigelman*
Meyer Fox*
Sam Fox*
Jack Green*
Bernice Heaton
Henry Hengerle
Stephen Joel Hurwitz
Gerald Kerstein
Esther Kessler*

Charlotte King
Jennie Levine
Louise E Levine
Abraham S. Persky
Ira Schneiderman
Sally Schwartz*
Abraham S. Swire
Benjamin Tessler
Dorothy Victor*
Samuel Weiner*
Abraham S. Yoffie
Evelyn Young

May 19 24 Iyyar
Sidney Cohen*
Arnold Dollin
Gerald Forest
Max Jacksen
Julius Krasner

Frances Lockwood
Anna Rubin
Lillian Schreider
Sara Shack*
Norman Wernick

May 26 2 Sivan
Esther Barnett*
Daniel Beaton
Michael Berger
Ben Cohen*
Sylvia Cohen*
Goldie Croll*
Jack Decker
Arthur Dreyer
Fay Eckstein
Diana Federman
Robert Gamzon*
Ruth Handler*
Saul Kopald

Shlomo Peter Kraus
Rhoda Lucash
Isidore Mendoza
Louis Pasternak
Sam Rosen
Stanley Rosenblum
Gertrude Sills
Eileen Silverman
Jeffrey Sunray
Solomon Zuckerman*

Yahrzeits and Condolences

* Yahrzeit Plaque

The congregation extends its condolences to the following families on the deaths of their loved ones.

Robert (Bob) Allen and family on the death of his husband, Greg Gustafson
Karen Israel and family on the death of her father, Martin Israel

Lynn Kass and family on the death of her husband, Scott
Sue Gordon and family on the death of her father, Fred Scheinin

Zichronam Livracha, may their memories be a blessing.

זכרונם לברכה
Oneg Sponsors

B’nai Shalom Oneg Sponsors

Celebrate s’machot and remembrances with your temple family by sponsoring 
an oneg. Please contact Ruth Lubitz at cbsoneg@gmail.com.

May 5
Cheryl and Charles Brenner in honor of Joshua being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Lori and Mark Ruthfield in honor of Josh being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

May 12
Julie and John Anderson in honor of Jacob being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Laura and David Volin in honor of Brady being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

May 19
Melissa Benjamin and Eric Roiter in honor of Charlotte and Eve being called to the Torah 

as B’not Mitzvah and Jack being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

May 26
Robin Silverman and Harry Keates in honor of Jonah being called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
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