
Identity and Purpose: Two Essential 
Questions and the Technologies That 

Help Us To Answer Them

Back in August, I visited the URJ Six Points 
Sci-Tech Academy for a day. I got to sit with 
some of the campers at lunch — a group of boys 

who were loving their film, robotic, and game design 
workshops. One of them told me that he’d seen a video 
about a robot that can write a Torah scroll in a frac-
tion of the time it takes a human (you can see it at 
https://youtu.be/uPUP4V4FJEw). We took a moment to 
be in awe of some of the things that robots are being 
designed to do these days. But then, I have to admit, 
I needed to voice my discomfort at this particular 
example. It somehow felt less holy to me to have a robot 
write a scroll. Why is that? If the robot can write more 
perfectly, why is that less? Is it something to do with the 
skill and effort of the traditional scribe? Or the sense 
that the scribe is the embodiment of over 2000 years of 
tradition? On the other hand, this will certainly reduce 
the cost of a scroll, making Torah more accessible to 
Jewish communities around the world. And then I 
started to wonder about things like the practice of the 
scribe going to the mikvah for a ritual immersion before 
filling in the names of God on a scroll. My lunch partner 
had a simple answer: “We could make the robot water-
proof!” But if the robot can’t make a mistake in writing 
out God’s name, why would that matter? And a robot 
can’t be spiritually prepared to carry out an act, because 
it has no soul. Right?

The details of this case study are less important than 
the questions that it raises. Kevin Kelly, author of The 
Inevitable: Understanding the 12 technological forces that 
will shape our future, presents the following insights:

“… we’ve been redefining what it means to be human. 
Over the past 60 years, as mechanical processes have 
replicated behaviors and talents that we thought were 

Shanah Tovah,

Looking at the year ahead at Congregation B’nai 
Shalom, we have a calendar packed with programming 
and prayer, education and music, tzedakah and social 
action. Our classrooms are filled mid-week and on Sun-
days. Festivals bring congregants together in the sukkah 
or to dance around the sanctuary with the Torah scrolls 
(which is not to be missed!) The bimah will be filled 
many Saturday mornings this year with B’nai Mitz-
vah — not that I’m nervously counting down until my 
own family’s simcha this March. 

In the New Year, our rabbis, staff, and board will be 
focusing on building out new programs for different 
household types. We have strong support for families 
with school-aged children. We are looking to expand 
programs for boomers and empty nesters. We have 
launched a program for interfaith families. We will be 
evaluating enhanced offerings for early childhood. 

So, I have two asks for you in the New Year.
The first ask: We need volunteers! We cannot support 

all of the programs we offer without extra hands. Do 
you like working on a short-term task force where you 
help us solve a problem or run a program? Are you more 
inclined to give four hours on a Sunday morning and 
be instructed to complete a specific task? Do you like 
communications and can help us market a special event? 
Can you make a meal or two and deliver it to someone 
in our community in need?

Over the next few months, the board will be calling 
and emailing to assemble our congregation-wide volun-
teer crew. But you can make the first move and email me 
with your interests and availability.

The second ask: Congregation B’nai Shalom is burst-
ing at the seams in a good way. We are more than 450 
households strong. We have more than 350 students in 
our school programs ranging from pre-K to Chai School. 
That is a lot of wear and tear on our building. We have 
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High Holy Day Contacts

Service ParticiPation Bruce Lopatin
 bruce.lopatin@verizon.net

child Watch SignuP Marcia Hoffman
 marciahoffman1@hotmail.com

choir Lisa Marcus-Jones
 lmarcusjones@cbnaishalom.org

Shofar PlayerS Joel Hersh
 jbhersh111@gmail.com

Break the faSt Cheryl Kasof
& light luncheon crkasof@gmail.com

Simchat torah Band Phil Leavitt
 grouchophil@gmail.com

Simchat torah readerS Sharon Brown Goldstein
 sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org

uSherS and Parking Steve Winer
 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

memorial Book Steve Winer
 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

yahrzeit PlaqueS Steve Winer
 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

Rabbis and Staff

Our Board and Committee Chairs

MAIN OFFICE
508-366-7191 FAX: 855-780-2665
http://www.cbnaishalom.org
Usually Mon–Fri 9am – 5pm, but please call first

Rabbi: Rachel Gurevitz
Ext. 201 rabbi@cbnaishalom.org

Rabbi–Educator: Joe Eiduson
Ext. 204 educator@cbnaishalom.org

Administrator: Steve Winer
Ext. 202 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

Youth Educator: Debbi Morin
Ext. 209 dmorin@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Sharon Brown Goldstein
Ext. 203 sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Lisa Marcus Jones
Ext. 312 lmarcusjones@cbnaishalom.org

Family Educator Cheryl Pouliot
Ext. 207  cpouliot@cbnaishalom.org

Secretaries: 
Kair Tucker

Ext. 205 ktucker@cbnaishalom.org

 Lori Zembruski
Ext. 200 lzembruski@cbnaishalom.org

Bookkeepeer Marsha Beals
Ext. 208 bookkeeper@cbnaishalom.org
 

President: Allison Orenstein 
president@cbnaishalom.org

Past President: Kathy Rosenblum 
past-president@cbnaishalom.org

VP Finance & Admin: David Schultz 
VPFinance@cbnaishalom.org

VP Education: Lisa Chace 
VPEducation@cbnaishalom.org

VP Cong. Affairs: Cheryl Kasof 
VPCongAffairs@cbnaishalom.org

VP Membership: Karen Rothman 
VPMembership@cbnaishalom.org

Treasurer: Carole Grayson 
treasurer@cbnaishalom.org

Secretary: Heidi Swanick 
secretary@cbnaishalom.org

Directors:
Robin Baer
Shari Bedar
Rob Blumberg
Steven Goldstein
Michael Manning
Pam Penna
Jennifer Pfeiffer
Allen Rosenfeld
Eileen Samberg
Ondine Cohn Sasdi
Dan Schwartz

Committee Chairs:
Building: OPEN
Early Childhood: OPEN
Finance: Larry Samberg
Information Technology: Steven Goldstein

Membership: Karen Rothman
Personnel: Alisa Stone
Ritual: Adam Winter
School & Youth: Rachel Bernzweig and 

Michelle Weinstein
Social Action: Chris Senie and  

Amy Rosenberg
Sustaining our Vision Taskforce: 

Gordon Manning
Yad b’Yad: Anita Backer

Affiliate Groups:
Sisterhood: Nancy Bosco
Brotherhood: Jim Wilner & Adam Winter
WAFTY: Emma Swanick and 

Sarah Swanick
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brand new carpeting in the sanctuary and a brand new, growing pothole at the temple entrance.
We have a long, prioritized list of capital improvements for our facility. We need support from 

the congregation above and beyond our operating costs to begin repairs. This will ensure our 
building remains beautiful for everything from schooling to simchas. Our goal for this year’s 
High Holy Day Appeal is $20,000 and I am sure that we can meet or exceed this goal. 

As you reflect on the year behind and plan for the year ahead, we need both types of support 
from our community. I ask you to consider how you can best provide your support for Congrega-
tion B’nai Shalom so that we can continue to provide for you and for our community.

Best wishes for a sweet, happy, healthy New Year.

Allison Orenstein

unique to humans, we’ve had to change our minds about what sets us apart. As we invent more 
species of AI [artificial intelligence], we will be forced to surrender more of what is supposedly 
unique about humans… We’ll spend the next three decades — indeed, perhaps the next cen-
tury — in a permanent identity crisis, continually asking ourselves what humans are good for. 
If we aren’t unique toolmakers, or artists, or moral ethicists, then what, if anything, makes us 
special?” (p. 48-9)

Over the coming year and a half, we’ll be using the grant we received from “Scientists in Syna-
gogues” to explore the impact of technologies on the human experience. I’ll begin to set the scene 
and raise some core questions at the High Holy Days. While the changes that are coming will, I 
am sure, be very unsettling at times, they also have enormous potential. At the same time, the questions are age-old. 
In every generation, part of our religious tradition has been to reflect on the essence of who we are and what our 
purpose is. We’ve had many different kinds of  technologies to help us respond to those questions, including tradi-
tional tools such as Shabbat (giving us time to contemplate and ‘be’), and mitzvot (commandments that provide a 
values-based framework of ethical behavior that emphasize certain ways that we are meant to live in collaboration 
and cooperation with others).

The gift of being part of a spiritual community is the opportunity to deeply explore these questions of purpose 
and essence — together. The High Holy Days are a particularly appropriate time for this, as we do our own inner 
work to refine and improve our sense of self and the ways we have been with others over this past year.

I look forward to joining with you these High Holy Days — may it be a year of exploration and discovery for us 
all.

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz

From the Rabbi – continued from page 1

From the President – continued from page 1
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All the dates in one place
Day Date Time Event See Page

Monday 12-Sep-2016 TBD Shofar practice session 9
Thursday 15-Sep-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9
Sunday 18-Sep-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9

Thursday 22-Sep-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9
Selichot Saturday 24-Sep-2016 7:00 PM Selichot Program 6

Sunday 25-Sep-2106 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9
Monday 26-Sep-2016 Memorial book forms and checks are due 12

Monday 26-Sep-2016
Child Watch signup deadline 
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Child

9

Wednesday 28-Sep-2016 Orders for Lulav and Etrog are due 15
Thursday 29-Sep-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9

Friday 30-Sep-2016
RSVP Deadline for Rosh Hashana Day 2 Luncheon 
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Day2

6

Rosh  Ha-
shanah

Sunday 2-Oct-2016 7:30 PM Erev Rosh Hashana 6
Monday 3-Oct-2016 8:30 AM Rosh Hashana - Day 1 Worship - early services 5
Monday 3-Oct-2016 11:15 AM Rosh Hashana - Day 1 Worship - late morning services 5
Monday 3-Oct-2016 2:00 PM Tashlich 6
Tuesday 4-Oct-2016 10:00 AM Rosh Hashana - Day 2 Worship 6

Thursday 6-Oct-2016
Deadline to express interest in Simchat Torah Band. 
grouchophil@gmail.com

9

Thursday 6-Oct-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9

Friday 7-Oct-2016
RSVP Deadline for Yom Kippur Break-the-fast 
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-BreakFast

7

Sunday 9-Oct-2016 7:00 PM HHD Choir Practice 9

Yom 
Kippur

Tuesday 11-Oct-2016 7:30 PM Erev Yom Kippur - Kol Nidre 7
Wednesday 12-Oct-2016 8:30 AM Yom Kippur - early services 5
Wednesday 12-Oct-2016 11:15 AM Yom Kippur - late morning services 5
Wednesday 12-Oct-2016 2:00 PM Yom Kippur - Adult Afternoon Programs 7
Wednesday 12-Oct-2016 3:30 PM Yom Kippur - Afternoon worship 7
Wednesday 12-Oct-2016 5:00 PM Yom Kippur - Yizkor followed by Ne'ilah 7

Thursday 13-Oct-2016 5:00 PM Assemble the Sukkah 15
Thursday 13-Oct-2016 Pick up Lulav and Etrog 15

Thursday 13-Oct-2016
Deadline for signup for Sukkot dinners 
Pizza: http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Sukkot 
Adult: http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-AdultDin

14

Thursday 13-Oct-2016 7:00 PM Simchat Torah Band Rehearsal 9
Sunday 16-Oct-2016 6:00 PM Erev Sukkot 14

Sunday 16-Oct-2016
Deadline to sign up to chant Torah on Simchat 
Torah. http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-SimTorah

14

Thursday 20-Oct-2016 7:00 PM Simchat Torah Band Rehearsal 9
Sunday 23-Oct-2016 Simchat Torah 14
Monday 24-Oct-2016 6:30 PM Yizkor - Shemini Atzeret 14

Wednesday 26-Oct-2016 5:00 PM Take down the Sukkah 15
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Family Service Sanctuary ≈ 1 1/4 hour
This service is appropriate for children in grades 4 through 8 accompanied by their parents. (Younger children 

should attend the Young Readers Service & Program or the 11:15 am Children’s Service.) It includes participatory 
songs with guitar, a story, and creative service.

Rosh Hashanah: Led by Rabbi Gurevitz and Cantorial Soloist Lisa Marcus Jones
Yom Kippur: Led by Rabbi Eiduson and Cantorial Soloist Lisa Marcus Jones

Adult Service Social Hall ≈ 2 hours
This service is appropriate for teens and adults and features a full liturgy with familiar melodies, a high school stu-

dent choir, without musical instruments. It will draw on more of the traditional side of the page of the new machzor.  
Rosh Hashanah: Led by Rabbi Eiduson and Cantorial Soloist Sharon Brown Goldstein
Yom Kippur: Led by Rabbi Gurevitz and Cantorial Soloist Sharon Brown Goldstein

Young Readers Service and Program  Upstairs Classrooms
This service and program is appropriate for children only in grades 1 through 3. The morning will begin with an 

abridged creative service led by our Youth Educator, madrichim, and a NFTY songleader, followed by arts and crafts 
activities and a snack. Parents may pick up their children following attendance either at the Family or Adult service.

Choir Service Sanctuary ≈ 2 hours
This service includes our adult volunteer choir, as well as instrumental accompaniment. It will draw on a blend of 

traditional and new, creative liturgy and poetry in the new machzor.  
Led by Rabbi Gurevitz and Cantorial Soloist Lisa Marcus Jones

Children’s Service  Social Hall  ≈ 45 minutes
This service is appropriate for children ages 5 and younger and their parents. Celebrate a Sweet New Year at our 

interactive children’s Rosh Hashanah service and activity program. With music, stories, and hands-on activities, we 
will capture the themes of Rosh Hashanah in a fun and meaningful way for young children. Please also join us for a 
Yom Kippur morning children’s service and program where we’ll learn some Jewish ways to say “I’m sorry” when we 
make mistakes, using interactive activities, music, simple prayers, and stories.

Rosh Hashanah / Yom Kippur Morning Worshipשחרית
On the first morning of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur morning, we hold five services, three are at 
8:30 am and 2 are at 11:15 am. Adults will need name badges for all these services, except for the Children’s service 
where name badges will be provided for you to fill out on arrival (see page 11).

8:30 am Services

11:30 am Services
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Selichot

Rosh Hashanah
Join Rabbi Gurevitz for this pre-Rosh Hashanah tradition to reflect on the upcoming High 
Holy Days. We will study some of the poetry in the new machzor (High Holy Day prayer book) 
with English Professor and CBS member, Marsha Nourse. The evening will end with a short, 
meditative service, introducing some of the core liturgy and music of the High Holy Days.

Date: Saturday, September 24, 7–9 pm
Location: Rabbi Gurvitz's home, Westborough

סליחות

ראש השנה

Tashlich

Day 2

Erev

Tashlich means “casting” and refers to the ceremony on Rosh Hasha-
nah afternoon (first day) of symbolically casting our sins into the water in 
order to enter the New Year with a pure spirit. We will be performing the 
ritual of Tashlich at Lake Chauncy in Westborough. Join us as we reflect 
on the past year, and the changes we hope to make in the New Year. We’ll 
be doing Tashlich, rain or shine, meeting at Lake Chauncy at 2:00 pm. 
There is parking on Lyman Street across from the beach area where we will 
enter and meet by the pavilion.

תשליך

WAFTY
Food
Drive

WAFTY, Congregation B’nai Shalom’s Senior Youth Group, will be sponsoring our 27th 
annual High Holy Days Food Drive. Paper grocery bags with instructions will be distributed on 
Rosh Hashanah. Please fill the bags with non-perishable groceries and bring them to the syna-
gogue during Yom Kippur. The food will be donated to the Westborough Food Pantry. Your 
contributions are needed and gratefully appreciated. For more information about the food drive, 
contact Youth Educator, Debby Morin, at dmorin@cbnaishalom.org.

Rosh Hashanah, 2nd day: Gather for an informal 2nd day celebration of 
Rosh Hashanah at 10:00 am. CBS Sisterhood invites you and your family 
to a potluck dairy luncheon following the morning service on the second 
day of Rosh Hashanah. Sisterhood will provide drinks and desserts. RSVP 
at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Day2 by September 30. Please indicate what dairy 
dish you will be bringing. Contact Cheryl Kasof at crkasof@gmail.com 
with questions.

Erev Rosh Hashanah worship is October 2, at 7:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary. Join Rabbi Gurevitz and Lisa Marcus Jones to welcome in the 
New Year of 5777.

mailto:dmorin%40cbnaishalom.org?subject=High%20Holy%20Days%20Food%20Drive
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Day2
mailto:crkasof%40gmail.com?subject=Rosh%20Hashanah%20-%20Day%202%20Luncheon
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Afternoon

Yizkor

Ne'ilah

Yom Kippurיום כיפור

Kol Nidre

Adult

Afternoon

Programs

Break
the
Fast

Join Rabbis Gurevitz and Eiduson, Cantorial Soloists Sharon Brown 
Goldstein and Lisa Marcus Jones in our sanctuary. We will begin, prior to 
candle-lighting, with Max Bruch's Kol Nidre for Cello and Piano, performed 
by our congregants Joshua Gordon and Wendy Damoulakis. After we 
formally usher in this holiest of days, the remainder of the service will be a 
capella. Please bring your name badges.

The afternoon service begins at 3:30 pm. Our new machzor offers an opportunity to 
explore some of the character traits highlighted in the Jewish practice of mussar (character refine-
ment). In private meditation and shared reflection, poetry and music, our afternoon takes a more 
meditative turn. It will conclude with a Torah service than includes a dramatized reading of 
Jonah.

Yizkor is observed at approximately 5:00 pm on the afternoon of Yom Kippur. It is traditional 
to attend Yizkor services to say the memorial prayer and Kaddish for all deceased members of one's 
immediate family. All are welcome at our Yizkor services. (Also see information on page 13).

Each year our office generates a list of loved ones who have passed away since last Yom Kippur. 
Please call the office to confirm or to add a name.

Ne’ilah (Closing) service immediately follows Yizkor. Please stay with us until the end of 
the day, or return for this very special end to the day. Our full clergy team, with both of our solo-
ists, help to bring Yom Kippur to a close with special music. We invite those who wish to take a 
brief moment in front of the open ark to offer a closing private prayer or hope for the New Year in 
what has become a very powerful ritual for our community.

יזכור

נעילה

כל נדרי

There is a mini break-the-fast for all immediately following the Ne'ilah service on Yom Kippur.
CBS Sisterhood invites you and your family to the Annual Congregational Break-the-Fast fol-

lowing the Ne’ilah service on Yom Kippur. This dairy meal will include bagels, cream cheese, lox, 
and all the fixings. The cost to attend is $18 per adult (13 and older) and $10 for children (12 and 
under; for those families with more than 2 children under 12, the total for your children to attend 
will be capped at $20). RSVP at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-BreakFast by October 7. Your credit card 
payment will be your RSVP. Please contact Cheryl Kasof at crkasof@gmail.com with questions, 
including financial assistance, if needed.

Can we talk?
Picking up on themes that Rabbi Gurevitz will address in her Yom Kippur morning sermons, 
join her for some further study and discussion. How can we, individually and communally, do a 
better job of talking when we disagree? Whether we are talking about Israel, US politics, or fam-
ily matters, we’ll explore what Jewish wisdom offers us in the ways of tools to help us navigate 
these sometimes treacherous waters.

Meditative Nature Walk
Meet at parking lot entrance to the temple, walking shoes, 2–3:15 pm

Join Eva Friedner on a local, leisurely-paced nature walk, with moments of pause for chant-based 
meditation, and quiet reflection time to consider the year past and the year ahead.

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-BreakFast
mailto:crkasof%40gmail.com?subject=Yom%20Kippur%20Break-the-fast
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Participation – Make the High Holy Days Memorable
At Congregation B'nai Shalom we depend on the hands of many volunteers to help out 
during the High Holy Days. It’s a tradition that we cherish here and you will find it to be very 
rewarding. You can perform a manageable mitzvah by volunteering in one of the many opportu-
nities during the High Holy Days. 

SERVICE HELPERS: Participating in services is considered an honor, and this year there are 
approximately 175 of the following honors available: reading (in English) a page or two during 
one of the services; opening and closing the ark; undressing and dressing the Torah; carrying the 
Torah around the room; hagbahah (lifting the Torah after it’s been read); and aliyot (blessings).

If you’d like to volunteer for one of the High Holy Day honors, please contact Bruce Lopatin 
in any of the following ways: fill out the online form at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Vols; send him an 
email at bruce.lopatin@verizon.net or call him at 508-366-4195. Let Bruce know know exactly 
which service you are volunteering for and on which holiday. You will receive all instructions 
prior to the service. 

Welcoming: Creating an atmosphere of welcoming is one of the most important elements of 
synagogue life. At the High Holy Days we have the largest number of people worshiping with us, 
yet it is so easy to get lost in the crowd. Each of us can do our part to create a warm welcome in 
the way we greet each other by signing up to be an usher for a High Holy Day service. Ushers are 
the warm and welcoming face of the congregation and do not check name badges. They hand out 
prayer books and take them back from people after the service. They help seat people when the 
room is crowded. It's a meaningful job that helps your temple community make the High Holy 
Days such a wonderful experience. You can volunteer at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Ushers.

PARKING LOT HELPERS: Many people want to park in our lot. With only 110 parking spaces, 
it just isn't possible to get everyone into one location. Thankfully, we have the use of the Hast-
ings School parking lot next door, and the the Temple Brotherhood will help us keep everything 
flowing smoothly. You can perform a manageable mitzvah by signing up to help them out in the 
parking lot for a High Holy Day service (or two). A parking lot volunteer helps to identify avail-
able places as the lot is getting full, assists those with disabilities, and helps to redirect vehicles to 
the overflow lot as necessary. Sign up at: http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Park or contact Barney Kalman at 
barneykalman@comcast.net.

 

 DRIVERS & RIDERS: If you are willing to drive Willows residents or other seniors to services, 
please call the temple office. If you need a ride, please call the temple office. 

FLOWERS: We are accepting donations for the High Holy Days pulpit flowers. Please make 
your contribution to the High Holy Day Fund which covers this expense. 

Service 
Helpers

English 
Readers

Aliyot

Welcoming 

Parking Lot 
Helpers

Drivers and 
Riders

Flowers

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Vols
mailto:bruce.lopatin%40verizon.net?subject=High%20Holy%20Day%20Service%20Participation
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Ushers
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Park
mailto:barneykalman%40comcast.net?subject=HHD%20Parking%20Lot%20Helper
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Get Involved – Use Your Talent!

Choir

Shofar

Simchat 
Torah 
Band

Do you have a hidden longing to get out your horn and wail away when you hear Klezmer 
music? Here's your chance to share that joyous musical spirit with us all! Come join our Simchat 
Torah band for its 9th year of playing as part of our Simchat Torah celebration on October 23 
at 7:00 pm. We will have two rehearsals from 7:30–9:00 pm on Thursday Oct. 13 and 20. Adults 
and proficient high school students who play an instrument and read music are welcome. Please 
RSVP to Phil Leavitt at grouchophil@gmail.com by October 6 to let us know you will be coming 
and what instrument you will be playing so we can get music for you.

If you enjoy singing, please consider joining the High Holy Day choir. The choir will enrich 
your High Holy Day experience and create new friendships within the congregation. Rehearsals, 
which began on Sept. 1, are Thursday and Sunday nights from 7:00–9:00. We will not rehearse on 
Labor Day weekend. Please email Lisa Marcus Jones at lmarcusjones@cbnaishalom.org to join or 
inquire. It’s a lot of fun and we would love to have you!

You are invited to participate as a member of our team this year. For those of you who are not 
aware of what we do, our team of players blows the shofar at the different services on the first day.

To be a “Team Shofar” member, you must: (1) be Bar or Bat Mitzvah age or older; (2) have 
your own shofar and play reliably; (3) must attend practice sessions, the first of which is Septem-
ber 12. If you would like to be included, contact Joel Hersh jbhersh111@gmail.com. Include your 
phone number and e-mail address and which service you expect to attend. 

If you (all ages) would like to participate in the final shofar blast at the conclusion of Ne’ilah, 
just show up with your Shofar and be prepared to join in.

The Early Childhood Committee is excited to offer a child-watch program for children 
(1 to 6 years) during the 8:30 am services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur. 
This program provides convenient care so that parents can attend the morning worship. 

Time: Concurrent with the 8:30 am services, approximately 2 hours.
Fee Structure: $10 for the first child and $8 for the second child, with a family maximum of 

$18 per holiday.
Sign-up & Deadline: Please sign up your children on our website at 

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Child no later than September 26th. Contact Marcia Hoffman 
marciahoffman1@hotmail.com with any questions.

Children

Child
Watch

Program

Manageable Mitzvah – Parent/Teenager Assistants Needed for Child Watch Pro-
gram during the High Holy Day Services

The Early Childhood Committee is sponsoring a child-watch program for young children (1 
year to 6 years) of temple members during the 8:30 am High Holy Day services. We are eagerly 
recruiting volunteer educators, teenagers and older, to help care for young children while their 
parents attend the morning service. The Child Watch will feature story-telling, crafts, and early 
childhood play. We also need volunteers to assist with program activities at the children’s services 
from 10.45 am–noon (set-up time and activity time). If you are interested in volunteering, con-
tact Marcia Hoffman marciahoffman1@hotmail.com.

Child
Watch
Volun-
teers

ילדים

Parent/Teenager Assistants Needed 
for Child Watch Program during the High Holy Day Services.

mailto:grouchophil%40gmail.com?subject=Simchat%20Torah%20-%20Klezmer%20Band
mailto:lmarcusjones%40cbnaishalom.org?subject=High%20Holy%20Day%20Choir
mailto:jbhersh111%40gmail.com?subject=Shofar%20Players
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Child
mailto:marciahoffman1%40hotmail.com?subject=Child%20Watch%20Signup
mailto:marciahoffman1%40hotmail.com?subject=Child%20Watch%20Volunteer
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Every Shabbat, we encourage our members to make use of their name badges kept in the 
entrance lobby. These name badges help us get to know each other and make connections. And 
yet at the High Holy Days, the time of year when most of us attend the temple, logistics make it 
challenging for us to use these badges. But at this holy time of year, more than ever, we want to 
do all that we can to create a warm and welcoming environment, and help members connect with 
each other.

Again this year, in lieu of seating cards, all members in good standing and non-members who are 
joining us for the High Holy Days will be mailed name badges to be worn at all times during the holi-
days. A dot on your name tag means that you have a child or children in grades 4–8. Additional name 
badges are available to members’ children up to age 29 and their spouses/significant others and can be 
requested by filling out the form at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-MemSeat. We encourage you to wear your 
name badge for all services over the Holy Day period, not just Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

One of the benefits of your membership in Congregation B’nai Shalom is the privilege of 
attending High Holy Day services at any Reform synagogue. Please send us your High Holy 
Day reciprocal seating card request early. As a courtesy to our sister congregations that extend 
their hospitality to us, it is appropriate to let them know as early as possible that you would like 
to spend the holy days with them. Just call our office at 508-366-7191. We can find a synagogue 
where you are going, and we’ll take care of arranging for your seating cards. Please note that 
when attending services at another synagogue, it is customary to make a small donation to that 
synagogue. If you are going abroad over the High Holy Days, contact Rabbi Gurevitz who can 
help you find a congregation affiliated with the World Union for Progressive Judaism.

Name Badges

Members

Out of 
Town for 

the 
High 
Holy 

Days?

Non-
Members

Congregation B’nai Shalom has a long history of welcoming non-members to our ser-
vices year-round and during the High Holy Days. A CBS-printed name badge is required for 
the first morning of Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur morning. Seating cards for 
these three services may be requested at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember. Advance requests 
are not required for other services. Complimentary name badges are available for children of 
members and their spouses/significant others under age 30, current college or graduate school 
students, active duty military members, and members of other URJ-affiliated synagogues, 
although a donation is always appreciated. For all other non-members, we request a donation 
for each name badge. These donations help to support the ongoing presence and health of our 
congregation, with all that it offers to the community at large throughout the year. Our sug-
gested donation is $180 per seating card. To request non-member seating, visit our website at 
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember. Separate pricing for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is not 
available. Non-members attending our Children’s service (for families with children age 5 and 
under) will be able to make a name badge upon arrival.

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-MemSeat
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember
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Congregation B’nai Shalom

בני שלום
High Holy Days Name Badge Request

2016 / 5777

High Holy Day name badges can be requested and purchased online at:
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember

Or use this form to request name badges for:
Children of Congregation B'nai Shalom members and their spouses under 30

Full-time college or graduate students
Non-members of Congregation B'nai Shalom

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

 Full Name for Name Badge
- For Child (A) indicate CBS member name
- For non-member (D) provide email 
    and phone numberUnder 30 child of m

ember

Active Duty Milita
ry

Student
Non-Member

We ask non-members (D) visiting our community for the High Holy Days for a suggested donation of $180 for 
each name badge (optional donations at any level from others (A, B, C) are greatly appreciated). We are extremely 
grateful to all those who are able to support us at a higher level. Every dollar helps us in our mission in providing a 
hub of Jewish life in Central MA and enabling those who otherwise could not afford it to fully participate with us. 
We will not let financial circumstances prevent anyone from joining us in prayer. We welcome you to contribute 
what you feel you are able. For alternate contribution methods, please contact the temple office at 508-366-7191.

I have included a donation of __________ with this form.

 I will pick up my name badges at the temple office prior to the High Holy Days
 I will pick up my name badges at the temple office on the day of the services
 Please mail my name badges (through Sept 19) to:

Mail this form to: Congregation B’nai Shalom, PO Box 1019, Westborough, MA 01581

A B C D

A B C D

A B C D

A B C D

A B C D

A B C D

A B C D

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-NonMember
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ear Congregants,

The Jewish year, 5777, marks the twenty-sixth year that Congregation B’nai Shalom has published a Memorial 
Book. The book will be distributed on Yom Kippur afternoon for the Yizkor (יזכור) service. The names of your 
loved ones who have passed away since last Yom Kippur will be read during the service. The names of your loved 
ones who have died in earlier years also come to mind. Their memories are a blessing that sustains us. May their 
memory strengthen our community as part of their legacy.

Our Memorial Book allows you to place listings to honor the memory of all your loved ones. Please complete 
the online form at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Membook or take a minute to fill out the form below to list your loved 
ones in the Yom Kippur Memorial Book. Return the form and your check to the office by September 26. I invite 
you to take this opportunity to remember the ones who have gone before us. 

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz

2016 B’nai Shalom memorial Book liStingS 5777
Please print clearly and return by September 4 with a check payable to Congregation B’nai Shalom. 

A contribution of $18 for the first name and $10 for each additional name is requested.
In loving memory of:

Remembered by:

name(s) telephone

address e-mail

D
Memorial Book

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Membook
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Live Streaming of High Holy Day Worship
We are delighted to provide live streaming for all our High Holy Day services that are held in our Sanctuary. 
Anyone with a home computer, tablet, or smart phone, unable to be physically present with a congregation for any 
reason, can access our High Holy Day worship. Whether nursing a newborn, recovering from illness, or traveling 
away from home, we want to invite you to stay connected with your CBS community. We will also be live streaming 
to a screen in the library, creating an overflow space for the occasional instances when we cannot completely accom-
modate all who choose a particular sanctuary service.

Our Livestream can be accessed through the front page of our website: http://www.cbnaishalom.org/ The signal 
will be turned on a few minutes before each sanctuary service is scheduled to begin. The dates and times of all ser-
vices can be found elsewhere in this Bulletin Supplement.

Parking
Parking is never as plentiful as we’d like. A few things that will improve the parking situation:

• Please carpool. Please have your entire family (including teenagers) come in one car.
• Please arrive early for the 8:30 am services. For the 11:15 am service, please arrive no earlier than ½ hour before the 

service starts. We need sufficient time for the attendees at the early services to leave the parking lots.
• Please leave quickly after the early services. This will help ensure that the later services can start on time.
• Our Brotherhood will be responsible for assisting in the parking lot this year. Please follow their directions, and the 

direction of the police officers directing traffic. If the temple lot is full, you will be directed to drive to the Hastings 
school. In this case, please do not try to pull into the temple parking lot unless you have someone who needs to be 
dropped off at the door.

• Please don’t park on the grass or in the fire lanes.

Accessibility
large print editions of the High Holy Days prayerbook are available — 
please request one from an usher as you enter the service.

Devices for the hearing impaired are available only 
in the sanctuary services.

Wheelchair access is available in both locations, but please 
inform the office if you need a wheelchair space so that it will be 
reserved for you at the service you attend.

Handicap parking is available both near the sanctuary and the social 
hall. Please inform the office in advance so that we can ensure that a space 
is available for you since our handicapped parking spots are limited.

http://www.cbnaishalom.org/
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Sukkot

Family Dinner ($10/adult, $5/child age 12 or under). Pizza, falafel, and pita. 
Sign up at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Sukkot

Adult Service, Israeli-style dinner, program ($18/head for dinner) 
Sign up at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-AdultDin

RSVP for both dinners by October 13.

Join Rabbi Gurevitz for a celebratory ritual in the Sukkah, an Israeli-style dinner and 
social gathering, and a short post-dinner program to highlight new insights from Israel.

Erev Sukkot — Israeli-Style Celebration

Simchat Torah

Simchat Torah Celebration

Join us for a pizza dinner and flag-making at 6:00 pm, followed at 
7:00 pm by a festive service featuring our Simchat Torah band, and 
the complete unrolling of the Torah around the sanctuary. To chant 
1–2 verses from the Torah during the celebration, please fill in our 
online form at at http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-SimTorah or contact Sharon 
Brown Goldstein at sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org with your chapter 
and verse numbers no later than October 16.

סוכות

שמחת תורה

5:30 pm Family Service with  
Rabbis Eiduson and Gurevitz

6:00 – 7:00 Family Dinner

7:30 – 9:30 Adult Service and Dinner

http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-Sukkot
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-AdultDin
http://bit.ly/CBS-HHD-SimTorah
mailto:sbgoldstein%40cbnaishalom.org?subject=Simchat%20Torah
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Celebrate Sukkot with Your Own Lulav and Etrog
bring the wonder and consciousness of the natural world to your home this Sukkot. Order a lulav (palm, wil-
low, and myrtle branches) and an etrog (citron), the traditional four species that are central to the celebration of 
Sukkot. The cost of each lulav & etrog set is $50. Please place your order with the temple no later than Friday, Sep-
tember 28 (administrator@cbnaishalom.org). Your order will be available for pick up on Thursday, October 13.

Help us assemble 
our Sukkah 
on Thursday 
October 13 

at 5 pm 
in the courtyard

Help us take down 
our Sukkah 

on Wednesday 
October 26 

at 5 pm

Pizza will be provided for our helpers!

Yizkor – Shemini Atzeret

Help Assemble/Take Down the Sukkah

Lulav and Etrog

Yizkor is observed on the afternoon of Yom Kippur (see page 7) and on Shemini Atzeret. 

On Shemini Atzeret, Yizkor will be observed at 6:30 pm.

It is traditional to attend Yizkor services to say the memorial prayer and Kaddish for all 
deceased members of one's immediate family. All are welcome at our Yizkor services. Each 
year our office generates a list of loved ones who have died since last Yom Kippur. Please call 
the office to confirm or to add a name.

יזכור – שמיני עצרת

לולב ואתרוג

mailto:administrator%40cbnaishalom.org?subject=Lulav%20and%20Etrog
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important DateS 

Selichot .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sep. 24

Rosh Hashanah – 1st day . . . .Oct. 3

Kol Nidre . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 11

Yom Kippur .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Oct. 12

Erev Sukkot . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 16

Simchat Torah Celebration . . Oct. 23

Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor)  . . . Oct. 24

Online Resources

Browse to our High Holy Day website for 
information about our 2016 High Holy Days. 

http://www.cbnaishalom.org/5777-high-holy-days

On this site you can find:
• Online copy of this supplement
• Online form to request Name Badges
• Online form to volunteer to help at services
• Make online payments for Memorial Book, 

High Holy Day Appeal, 
Guest Name Badges, and Yahzeit Plaques

• Late-breaking information

http://www.cbnaishalom.org/5777-high-holy-days
http://www.cbnaishalom.org/hhd

