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Rabbi Bob Alper
The World’s Only 

Practicing Clergyman 
Doing 

Stand-Up Comedy…
Intentionally

Don’t miss the event of the season!
Comedian Rabbi Bob Alper will bring his musings 
on everything from seminary to seeing eye dogs.

Join us for a night of 
Comedy, Connections, & Community
featuring Comedian Rabbi Bob Alper

A fundraiser for Congregation B’nai Shalom
Saturday, February 8, 2014

7–11 pm

Sheraton Framingham Hotel

Silent Auction, Cash Bar, Basket Raffle & Dessert
$50 in advance • $60 at the door • $500 for tables of 10

$36 for students ages 14+ with adult family member 

For more information:
celebration@cbnaishalom.org • (508) 366-7191

www.cbnaishalom.org/news/rabbiBobAlper2814.php

Eric Komar in Concert
at B’nai Shalom on January 11

We are thrilled to introduce our 
congregation to nationally acclaimed 

singer/songwriter Eric Komar. Eric 
has been entertaining music lovers 
of all ages for the past twenty years.

www.komarmusic.com

Concert Information
4:00 pm Early childhood concert featuring songs 
 from Todah Torah, Eric’s new CD
5:30 pm Havdalah and community dinner for all ages 
7:15 pm Doors open for concert for teens and adults

Early Childhood Concert: Free 
Community Dinner: $3 for children under 8, $5 for 
children 8 and up, $10 for adults, maximum per 
family for dinner $25 
Evening Concert: $10 for students 18 & under, $15 
for adults, $18 at the door for adults, maximum per 
family for the concert $40 

Sponsored by the Music and Early Childhood 
Committees at B’nai Shalom with generous 

support from the Lisa Elaine Feingold Memorial 
Fund and Abby Brown Educational Funds.

Purchase tickets at the office or online:
www.cbnaishalom.org/news/erickomarconcert11114.php

There are lots of 
opportunities to engage with your fellow congregants 

in December too!
Congregational Ambassador program – page 5

Book Group December 2 – page 9
Whitney Place December 8 – page 8

Brotherhood Breakfast December 8 – page 10
URJ Camp Open House December 8 – page 11
PJ Library Birthday Bash December 8 – page 12

Early Childhood Ḥanukkah Party December 14 – page 12
Northborough Meals December 25 – page 8
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Friday, December 6
5:45 pm First grade dinner
6:45 pm Shabbat Rishon Family 

Service and Consecration

Saturday, December 7
Vayigash        Genesis 44:18 - 47:27
8:00 am Torah Study and Tefilah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service – 

Jared Brudner will be called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

Friday, December 13
7:30 pm Simply Shabbat Service

Saturday, December 14
Vayechi          Genesis 47:28 - 50:26
8:00 am Torah Study and Tefilah

Friday, December 20
6:30 pm WAFTY dinner
7:30 pm WAFTY Creative Shabbat 

Service

Saturday, December 21
Shemot                Exodus 1:1 - 6:1
8:00 am Torah Study and Tefilah

Friday, December 27
7:30 pm Ritual Lab Shabbat Service

Saturday, December 28
Vaera                    Exodus 6:2 - 9:35
8:00 am Torah Study and Tefilah
10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service – 

Joseph Gordon and Elizabeth 
Karp will be called to the 
Torah as a B’nai Mitzvah

Worship Schedule

MAIN OFFICE
508-366-7191 FAX: 870-0608
http://www.cbnaishalom.org
Usually Mon–Fri 9am – 5pm, but please call first

Rabbi: Rachel Gurevitz
Ext. 201 rabbi@cbnaishalom.org

Rabbi–Educator: Joe Eiduson
Ext. 204 educator@cbnaishalom.org

Administrator: Abby Mayou
Ext. 202 administrator@cbnaishalom.org

Youth Educator: Debbi Morin
Ext. 209 dmorin@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Sharon Brown Goldstein
Ext. 203 sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org

Cantorial Soloist: Lisa Marcus Jones
 lisaj@bhmusic.com

Secretaries: 
Kair Tucker

Ext. 200 ktucker@cbnaishalom.org

Marsha Beals
Ext. 205 mbeals@cbnaishalom.org

Bookkeepeer: Kevin Murphy
Ext. 208 bookkeeper@cbnaishalom.org

WAFTY Advisor:  Emily Rubenstein
 emilysr.wafty@gmail.com

Rabbis and Staff

President: Gordon Manning 
president@cbnaishalom.org

Past-President: Paul Silverman 
past-president@cbnaishalom.org

VP Finance & Admin: Mark Rosen 
VPFinance@cbnaishalom.org

VP Education: Cheryl Kasof 
VPEducation@cbnaishalom.org

VP Cong. Affairs: Allen Rosenfeld 
VPCongAffairs@cbnaishalom.org

VP Membership:Steven Goldstein 
VPMembership@cbnaishalom.org

Treasurer: Iris Kraus 
treasurer@cbnaishalom.org

Secretary: Eileen Samberg 
secretary@cbnaishalom.org

Directors:
Amysue Chase
Steven Heims

Janice Hirshon
Carolyn Mitchell
Kathy Rosenblum
Adam Sachs
Steve Sager
Katheleen Schaker
David Schultz
Jim Wilner
Steve Winer

Committee Chairs:
Building: Steve Heims
Communications: Dave Cayem
Development: Rob Blumberg & Rob 

Sternburg 
Early Childhood: Marcia Hoffman
Finance: Larry Samberg
Inclusion: Karen Weiner
Information Technology: Steven Goldstein
Membership: Steven Goldstein

Music: Beth Whitman and Karen 
Rothman

Nominating/Governance: Paul Silverman
Personnel: Alisa Stone
Publicity Point Person: Abby Mayou
Ritual: Adam Winter
Security Task Force: Steve Heims
School & Youth: Michelle Leibowitz and 

Jo Greystone
Social Action: Jeff Govendo
Communications/Mktg Task Force: Stu 

Weiss and Heidi Swanick
Yad b’Yad: Anita Backer and Janice 

Hirshon

Affiliate Groups:
Sisterhood: Janice Hirshon & Cheryl Kasof
Brotherhood: Jim Wilner & Adam Winter
Empty Nesters: Bruce Lopatin

Our Board and Committee Chairs

Happy Ḥanukkah!
Last night is
Wednesday, December 4
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Now that all aspects of 
congregational life are in 
full swing, post High Holy 

Days, Congregation B’nai Shalom is 
buzzing with activity. Take a look at 
all of the recent updates and upcom-
ing gatherings highlighted in this 
month’s bulletin. 
• Over sixty-five congregants, so far, 

engaging in our Ritual Practices 
project to test out and decide on 
whether to adopt the Reform 
movement’s upcoming High Holy 
Day prayer book. 

• Our Security Task Force imple-
menting the plans that were 
researched, voted upon, and 
initially shared with the congrega-
tion over the High Holy Days. 

• Rabbi Eiduson launching “Demo 
Days” to engage parents of our 
younger students in a conversa-
tion about community life and 
learning. 

• Our Social Media and Market-
ing Task Force helping us use 
our Facebook page more effec-
tively. You’ll find that our website 
is becoming a better resource 
for getting all the informa-
tion you need about upcoming 
events — more to come from this 
project in the coming months.

• Our Early Childhood Committee 
(now also with its own Facebook 
page) organizing a rich and varied 
program for the year, such as last 
month’s baby animal visit and this 
month’s Ḥanukkah party (both 
made possible with the generous 
support of the Lisa Elaine Fein-
gold Memorial Fund).

• Social Action organizing and 
hosting a community-wide Forum 
against Gun Violence. 

• Membership launching a new 
“Kesher” program to welcome in 
our newest members, and con-
tinuing to look at ways to help 
different groups of members get 
to know each other better.

• Our Board spearheading the 
Congregational Ambassadors pro-
gram, which you may read about 
on page 5. 

• Adult learning has engaged nearly 
a hundred learners these past two 
months at our Sunday morning 
classes, Spiritual Journey Group, 
and Lunch and Learn over at the 
Willows. 

• Word getting out about the amaz-
ing youth programs that our new, 
full time Youth Educator, Debbi 
Morin, has been organizing, 
assisted by our Senior WAFTY 
Advisor, Em Rubenstein, and the 
over forty madrichim who are 
assisting in Religious school and 
youth programs.

• A great community concert for all 
ages with Eric Komar coming up 
in January, and a wonderful social 
event and our largest annual com-
munity fundraiser when stand-up 
comedian, Rabbi Bob Alper, joins 
us in February.

• Yad b’Yad (our caring commit-
tee) is helping to sponsor several 
programs in 2014 to provide 
resources and support for congre-
gants on a range of issues affecting 
our lives — more information 
on these will follow in upcoming 
bulletins.
I apologize for all the other 

wonderful volunteer work and new 
initiatives that I’m leaving out. Con-
gregation B’nai Shalom has always 
been a congregation that makes a lot 

happen — that’s part of the vibrancy 
that drew me to serve this commu-
nity as your Rabbi. Today, we are 
beginning to see the implementa-
tion of a renewed 
vision of purpose-
ful and engaged 
community, with 
many doorways 
into leadership 
and participation. 
What is signifi-
cant is not simply 
a long list of programs and events, 
but the number of congregants of 
all ages and backgrounds who are 
actively participating and connect-
ing through the work that we are 
doing together. We are just getting 
started, and we’d love for each of 
you to be a part of any and all of the 
above that speak to you. And I’d like 
to hear your ideas — you can help 
us identify unmet needs and ensure 
that every member of our commu-
nity can find his or her place in this 
spiritual home.

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz

rabbi@cbnaishalom.org

From the Rabbi’s Study — A Month in the Life of a Congregation
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We are always delighted 
to see the happy faces of 
our students enjoying 

their experience here at Congrega-
tion B’nai Shalom, and we thank you 
for entrusting their Jewish education 
to us. As you may know, we are striv-
ing to be an even more connected 
community, and we are looking at 
our educational programs as one 
avenue for achieving our greater 
congregational vision. It is widely 
accepted among professional Jewish 
educators that the usual model guid-
ing Jewish learning is overdue for an 
overhaul. Currently, many congrega-
tions employ a 1950s educational 
model based on offering children 
several hours per week of structured 
classroom learning, while adults 
separately access adult education 
classes on whatever topic the rabbis 
feel like presenting. It is a system 
that generally bypasses those life-
affirming, family, and community-
based Jewish learning experiences 
that can form the foundation of a 
meaningful, engaging, and sustain-
ing complementary Jewish educa-
tional program.

It is with these and other concerns 
that we are in the midst of creating a 
process we are calling Congregation 

B’nai Shalom 21st Century (CBS21), 
which, we believe, will help us revi-
talize our educational offerings in 
preschool through 6th grade for stu-
dents and their parents. CBS21 will 
be an 18–24 month process guided 
by our professional staff, intended to 
create and implement new models 
of Jewish learning for parents and 
students in these grade groups. We 
are one of a number of synagogues 
in the United States engaged in this 
type of work. 

CBS21 begins with an examina-
tion of our current educational expe-
riences and offerings, which leads to 
a vision of what learning could look 
like. Following that, we move into a 
design phase to build the programs 
and structures to implement the 
vision. Throughout the process, we 
will actively seek input and feedback 
from both the B’nai Shalom commu-
nity and the other synagogues going 
through a similar process. The Con-
gregation B’nai Shalom piece of all 
of this will be done by a task force, 
guided by our professional staff.

The initial phase of CBS21 will 
be a series of “Demo Days” to take 
place November 2013 through 
February 2014. On selected Sunday 
mornings, parents are invited to 

attend religious 
school with 
their children 
for joint educa-
tional activities, 
and also for a 
parent session 
with Rabbi 
Eiduson and 
members of 
the Youth and School Committee, 
during which parents will be asked a 
series of questions regarding par-
ent and child participation in our 
programs. We will be seeking your 
feedback on what we are currently 
doing and your thoughts about 
next steps in our educational vision. 
Please note the following dates:  
November 24 – Kindergarten 
December 8 – Grade 2 
January 12 – Grade 3 
February 2 – Grades 4 and 5 
February 9 – Grade 6

We hope you will mark your 
calendar today and join us for these 
sessions. If you have more than one 
child in these grades, do not feel 
obligated to attend all of the ses-
sions, although you are welcome at 
any of them. Thank you!

Rabbi Joe Eiduson, RJE

From Our Rabbi-Educator, Joe Eiduson, RJE – CBS21

Shabbat Learning Service for 2015 B’nai Mitzvah Families on February 1
It’s coming up so soon — the big 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah weekend that’s 
been on your mind. It’s a once-in-
a-lifetime experience: meaningful, 
spiritual, and affirming.

We want to do all we can to help 
you through the various steps and 
stages. So, please join us (you and 
your child) on Saturday morning, 

February 1, beginning in the Sanctu-
ary at 10:15 am for our annual Shab-
bat learning service, luncheon, and 
program. The program will conclude 
by 2:00 pm.

This interactive program is impor-
tant, as we will be worshipping 
together, learning together, socializing, 
and exploring the entire process at 

Congregation B’nai Shalom. All 2015 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah families are urged to 
attend. You will not want to miss this.

RSVP to Marsha Beals at 
mbeals@cbnaishalom.org by Thurs-
day, January 30 so that we might 
prepare an accurate food order. We 
look forward to seeing you and your 
child.

See page 6 for School News
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From the Leadership

Building Community and Connections at Congregation B’nai Shalom: 
Introducing Your Congregational Ambassador

It started with “Take a Seat, 
Make a Friend.” Next came 
“Kesher” — a three-part pro-

gram that is currently running to 
help our newest members meet each 
other and learn more about our 
congregation. Rabbi Eiduson has 
started a “Demo Days” program for 
parents of our K–6 students to meet 
together and discuss their vision for 
learning and for community for their 
families. Debbi Morin, our Youth 
Educator, is enriching the commu-
nity experience of our children with 
exciting overnights and programs.

These programs are engaging large 
numbers of students in grades 5–12. 
These are just some of the ways we 
are building community and con-
nection across our congregation. 
Please keep in mind that we are just 
getting started, and all of these new 
activities have one goal in mind — to 
help us realize the vision of a more 
connected congregation, deeply 
committed to building a purposeful 

community together.
We are pleased to introduce you 

to the next step in realizing that 
vision: the ‘“Congregational Ambas-
sador” program. To further our 
vision of enabling every congregant 
to find his or her place and build 
community connections, every 
household of our congregation 
now has a member of the Board to 
serve as his or her ambassador. Our 
ambassadors seek to:
• Be one point of contact for you to 

learn more about the congrega-
tion, help to find answers to ques-
tions you may have, and share any 
feedback you may have that can 
enhance our community.

• Get to know more of our mem-
bers personally, so that we can 
serve your needs, and help you 
find others in our congregation 
with whom you can connect.

• Bring members together through 
personal outreach to help them 
better enjoy congregational cel-

ebrations and social events that 
take place throughout the year.

• Help empower you to share inno-
vative ideas that have potential for 
the life of our congregation.

In the coming few months, expect 
an introductory e-mail and phone 
call from your Congregational 
Ambassador reaching out to intro-
duce him or herself. We hope that 
this will be the start of a meaning-
ful association that could open the 
doors to many new possibilities for 
our community. We very much hope 
that you will be a part of it, and help 
Congregation B’nai Shalom realize 
the vision of community life that we 
all seek for ourselves and for each 
other.

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz, 
Rabbi Joe Eiduson, 
Abby Mayou, 
Gordon Manning, 
Your Board of Directors

Over the High Holy Days, we 
announced the initial findings of our 
Security Task Force and our Board 
of Directors’ approval to imple-
ment the recommened security 
improvements. Several parts of this 
security plan are now in place, and 
we will inform the congregation via 
an e-mail notification as additional 
parts are ready to put in place. The 
following steps are already in place:
• Rabbi Eiduson drafted a new secu-

rity policy for the religious school, 
and has reviewed new policies and 
procedures with all religious school 
staff. 

• New traffic policies have been 
implemented and signage placed 
along drive lanes. This is for the 
safety of our children, and it is 
requested that you follow all posted 
traffic signs and not park/stand 
alongside the building or in either 
of the circle drop-off areas.

• We have installed a burglar alarm 
system to protect our building and 
religious artifacts from vandalism. 

• We have installed cameras through-
out the building and in the parking 
areas. Cameras are a deterrent to 
crime, but are most useful in deter-
mining who is responsible once a 

crime has occurred. These cameras 
are always on and recording will 
occur whenever there is motion in 
one of the fields of view. Recorded 
material is overwritten with new 
material, which we can make avail-
able to the police if a crime has 
occurred.

• We have the ability to lock access 
to some parts of the building when 
not being used for official pro-
grams, further minimizing the risk 
from unwanted intruders.

…continued on page 14

Security Update



Page 6 Congregation B’nai Shalom

Adult Education 2013–2014/5774

Consecration on December 6
First Grade Shabbat Dinner and 

Consecration will be held on Friday, 
December 6 as part of our first grade 
family dinner and Shabbat Rishon ser-
vice. Every student in first grade will 
receive a certificate of consecration 
and his or her very own mini-Torah.

To the members of the Consecra-
tion Class of 2013/5774: You and your 
teachers have spent a great deal of 
time preparing for your consecration 
this month. We are so proud of you.

We are also pleased to be par-
ticipating in the Union for Reform 
Judaism’s camp initiative. At con-
secration, all new students will be 
presented with certificates for $200 
towards a Jewish camping experience 
at Crane Lake Camp, Six Points, or 
Eisner Camp. We hope that many of 
our students will take advantage of 
this wonderful invitation to attend a 
Jewish summer camp. 

Sunday Session Switch Day 
January 26
Early Session students change to 
late session. Late Session students 
change to early session. 

Religious School Winter Break
There is no school Sunday, Decem-
ber 22 through Saturday January 4. 
School resumes Sunday, January 5.

December Tzedakah and Collec-
tions for the Needy
We are going to donate all school 
Tzedakah funds to the New England 
Jewish Students Save-A-Life Ambu-
lance Project. This group hopes to 
present an MDA ambulance to the 
Consul General of Israel to New 
England, Shai Bazak, when he holds 
his annual Israel Independence Day 
reception in May, 2014.

We will also be continuing to 
collect kids items for Project Just 
Because.

Todah Rabbah
Todah Rabbah to our room parents, 
who will be planning special events 
and helping to keep our school com-
munity connected during the school 
year: Laura King, Shari Markowitz, 
Michelle Midkiff, Tracy Kaufman, 
Sarah Minsk, Emily Sandahl, Kath-
eleen Schaker, Steven Koss, Lisa 
Krissoff Boehm, Andrea Schanzer, 
Susan Hojlo, Carol Weinstock, 
Tanya Archambault, Marna Bron-
fen-Moore, Julie Anderson, Alyse 
Oliver.

Closing for Snow
The easiest way to find out about 
school cancellations is to check 
www.cbnaishalom.org for a message 
on the home page. In addition, you 
may also call the office for a mes-
sage. As always, if we do not cancel 
school, please use your best judg-
ment in deciding whether it is safe 
for your family to travel. 

School News

Special Chai School Ḥanukkah 
Program for Grades 7–12 

Tuesday, December 3 from 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Chai School concludes after the program. There will 
be dinner, games, candle lighting, and fun. RSVP to 
Marsha Beals at mbeals@cbnaishalom.org.

WAFTY Creative Service
Friday, December 20, 2013

17 Tevet 5774
7:30 pm

Jewish Views of the Afterlife Online
The full 6-week course on Jewish Views of the 

Afterlife, with Rabbi Gurevitz, is now available online at 
https://soundcloud.com/congregation-bnai-shalom.

Shabbat Morning Torah & Tefilah
Saturdays, 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Beginners welcome. Readings are in English.

Spiritual Journey Group with Rabbi Gurevitz
Tuesday, December 10 and January 7

The Spiritual Journey Group is a monthly gathering 
that provides an opportunity to reflect on life’s experi-
ences through a spiritual lens. Contact Marsha Beals at 
mbeals@cbnaishalom.org to be added to the monthly 
mailing list for this group.
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Judaism 201: A Guide to the Jewish Journey (and 
preparation for an Adult Bar or Bat Mitzvah)
With Rabbi Gurevitz
Sundays, 9:00 – 10:00 am

January 5, 12, 26; February 2, 9; March 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30; April 13; and May 11
Members: free • Non–Members: $36 donation • Reg. Required

The course is open to anyone interested in the top-
ics, but will also include some preparation for an adult 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah. This will involve learning to read 
a small amount from the Torah, and helping to craft 
a celebratory service to be held on the Torah Shab-
bat of Friday, May 16. Register with Marsha Beals at 
mbeals@cbnaishalom.org. 

Aliyah Workshop with Rabbi Joe Eiduson
Thursday, January 30, 2014, 7:00–8:00 pm

Members: free • Non–Members: $18 donation • Reg. Required
Here is a one-hour workshop that will teach you 

how to chant Torah blessings. Even if you don’t read a 

word of Hebrew, you can learn to chant the blessing. 
You will also learn “Torah etiquette” for an aliyah. Reg-
ister with Marsha Beals at mbeals@cbnaishalom.org.

Lunch and Learn: 
Jewish–Christian Dialogue — In Conversation with a 
Rabbi and a Minister
Thursdays, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 
The Willows, Community Room
January 9, March 13, and May 8

In this series, Rabbi Gurevitz will co-present each 
session with a Christian member of the Westborough 
Interfaith Clergy Group on a theme that is common to 
both Judaism and Christianity. Join us for the con-
versation, and ask us your questions. Please bring a 
brown bag lunch. Drinks are provided. Register with 
Marsha Beals at mbeals@cbnaishalom.org.

See our website for detailed information on our classes.

Adult Education 2013–2014/5774

Ritual Practices: Piloting Project for a new High Holy Day Prayer Book
One Wednesday evening a 
month, for the past two months, we 
have been bringing a broad spec-
trum of our congregation together 
to experience and discuss new draft 
services for the High Holy Days 
prepared by the CCAR (Central 
Conference of American Rab-
bis — the rabbinic organization for 
the Reform movement). Mishkan 
HaNefesh (Sanctuary of the Soul) is 
due for publication in time for the 
High Holy Days of 2015. In October 
we experienced a taste of Kol Nidre, 
and in November we looked at 
Rosh Hashanah morning. We hope 
to sample Yom Kippur afternoon 
in January, and Yizkor in February 
before voting on whether to adopt 
the new prayer book for the High 
Holy Day season. New members, 
members of thirty years, non-Jewish 
spouses, those who attend worship 

regularly, and those who just come a 
few times a year have all been invited 
and encouraged to participate so 
that we can ensure that the choice 
we make will be the right one for a 
broad cross-section of our congrega-
tion. Over sixty-five congregants are 
helping with the project.

What have we seen so far? Tak-
ing its lead from the Shabbat prayer 
book that we have been using for 
several years, Mishkan Tefilah (Sanc-
tuary of Prayer), these draft prayer 
books offer greater choice of Eng-
lish readings, reflecting a broader 
range of theology and language. 
At the same time, the core liturgy 
is untouched, and, sometimes, 
includes even more traditional 
material, allowing for more variety 
of service styles. Every prayer is 
transliterated, side-by-side with the 
Hebrew, to enable greater participa-

tion. Many people were immediately 
struck by the more welcoming, spiri-
tually engaging, and encouraging 
feel of the translations and alterna-
tive readings.

Anyone in the congregation is 
welcome to attend one or more of 
the upcoming piloting evenings to 
experience these new draft liturgies. 
We will meet on January 15 and 
February 19, with a final discussion 
evening on March 19th. All meetings 
are 7:30 – 8:45 pm. If you cannot 
attend but would like to see some 
of the drafts, please contact Rabbi 
Gurevitz at rabbi@cbnaishalom.org 
or by calling the temple office to 
make a time to review them with 
her.

Rabbi Rachel Gurevitz
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Yad b’Yad
Our team of Yad b’yad volunteers has had a busy month delivering meals, 
driving, and paying visits to fellow congregants. Our Care Manager for the 
month of October was Debbie Pickholtz and our Care Manager for Novem-
ber was Beth Magnone. We appreciate their help.

This month we thank our volunteers: Anita Backer, Janice Hirshon, Beth 
Magnone, Debbie Bresnick, Debbie Pickholtz, Stacey Berger, Phyllis Simas, 
Karen Rothman, Abby Brown, and Cheryl Kasof. 

We are always looking for new volunteers to cook meals, give rides, make 
visits, and phone calls, or perhaps run an errand. If you have time to give, if 
you know someone who is in need of a little support, or if you need some 
help yourself, please let us or the rabbi know.

Anita Backer backera@aol.com  
Janice Hirshon jchirshon@gmail.com
Co chairs, Yad b’yad

Whitney Place 
December 8

Join us for singing and interactive 
word games on Sunday, December 8 
at 10:45–11:45 am. RSVP to Janice 
Hirshon at jchirshon @gmail.com, 
and meet us in the Whitney place 
lobby by 10:40.

Thanks to the following who 
made our November visit to our 
Whitney place neighbors so warm 
and friendly: song leader Beth 
Whitman; Karen Weiner and Jonas 
Goldenberg; Bobbi Feinblatt; Anita 
Backer; Arnie Nadler; Melanie, 
Joshua, and Brett Harmon; Jared 
and Jeff Brudner; and Janice Hir-
shon. 

Member Mitzvot 
The Social Action Committee 
is looking for your requests to invite 
people to support you in non-profit 
charitable activities such as bike 
rides, runs/walks, volunteering at 
shelters, or other non-profit organi-
zations. Would you like to publicize 
your event, volunteer, or training 
opportunity? Please send the infor-
mation including your full name and 
contact information (phone and/or 
e-mail address) to Wendy Damoula-
kis at wsd01581@gmail.com. Cele-
brate your mitzvah with the Congre-
gation B’nai Shalom community!

Member Mitzvah Opportunities 

Running to Raise Funds
There were over eighty ladies who ran Tufts 10K for Team-In-Training® 
(TNT), and about eleven moms running for Moms-In-Training. Resa Sherr 
went to New York over the summer to meet the original organizers of the 
Moms-In-Training program at TNT headquarters, and brought it back here. 
The other moms were Stacey Blumberg and Melissa Lasoff, both members of 
B’nai Shalom and first timers of the charity, along with Susan Smith, another 
Westborough resident and member of Beth Tikvah. The TNT program is 
designed for walkers, runners, triathletes, cyclists, and hikers of all skill levels 
and abilities. In exchange for the wonderful benefits of the TNT program, 
participants are asked to raise funds for blood cancer research, education, and 
patient services. For more information, contact Ed or Resa Sherr.

Read more about TNT at www.teamintraining.org/ma.

Northborough Meals – Next Meal December 25
The next scheduled Northborough Community Meal is on Wednesday, 
December 25. Since this is Christmas, we thought we’d make it a bit more 
festive and prepare a holiday meal with all the trimmings. 

We hope many of you will join us. We know people are away at this time 
of year. If you are able to take part in this wonderful family mitzvah please 
contact Bobbi and Joel Feinblatt at bjfeinblatt@charter.net. 

As usual, we will need main and side dishes, salads, bread, and desserts as 
well as help setting up, serving and cleaning up. 

We are scheduled in the first half of 2014 for the following Wednesdays: 
February 12, April 9 and June 18. Please mark your calendars. Thank you.

Bobbi and Joel Feinblatt

Mitzvah Day
Tentative Date
Sunday, April 6
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood’s Annual Shab-
bat Service was meaningful and 
thought -provoking. Thanks go out 
to Karen Rothman, Barbara Barry, 
and Susan Sussman for designing a 
beautiful service; to our writers and 
participants; and to the choir mem-
bers who lent their lovely voices. 
Appreciation to Rabbi Gurevitz and 
Cantorial Soloist Lisa Marcus Jones 
for their encouragement and sup-
port. Thanks to all those members 
who helped with the Shabbat dinner 
and oneg.

Our Mah Jongg evening was fun 
and engaging for our players. Thanks 
to all who attended and donated 
canned goods for the Westborough 
Food Pantry.

Continuing thanks to Barbara 
Barry for leading our Sisterhood 
Book Group. See you December 2 
at 7:30 pm for our discussion of The 
Lemon Tree.

Please watch the temple’s weekly 
updates and Sisterhood mailings for 
further activities. We always wel-
come new and returning members 
to join us in Sisterhood. Contact 
Cheryl Kasof at kasof@verizon.net 
for more information.

Janice Hirshon
jchirshon@gmail.com
Cheryl Kasof
kasof@verizon.net

Sisterhood Happenings

Member Mitzvah Opportunities – Rachel’s Table

Rachel’s Table, a program of the 
Jewish Federation of Central Mas-
sachusetts, is a hunger relief organi-
zation serving the Worcester area. 
Volunteers transport food donations 
from area restaurants, markets, 
caterers, companies, and individuals 
to thirty-five soup kitchens, group 
homes, shelters, day programs, and 
food pantries in Worcester. Most of 
this food would be thrown away if 
not donated. We also purchase milk 
for children year-round, fruits and 
vegetables for the summer meal pro-

gram for children, and special items 
for the homeless.

Rachel’s Table needs volunteer 
dispatchers who work from home 
once or twice a month, and help 
coordinate food donation deliveries 
with our volunteer drivers. We need 
people able to volunteer on week-
days from 9 to 2. We will schedule 
you at your convenience. We also 
need volunteer drivers who drive 
their own cars to transport donated 
food. Right now we need someone 
with a pickup truck who can trans-

port larger amounts of food from 
holiday food drives. 

Food and funds are always needed 
to enable us to help as many people 
dealing with hunger as possible. 
We’re happy to work with Bat or Bar 
Mtizvah celebrants for ideas on how 
to help. For more information or to 
volunteer or donate, see our website 
at www.rachelstable.org, e-mail Carla 
Szymanski at carlaszyrt@gmail.com, 
or call Lissa Kasakoff at 508-799-
7699.

Fifth Annual Women’s Kallah
The Annual Women’s Kallah will be on 
Saturday, March 1, from 12:30–5 pm. 

Sisterhood Book Group
Join us as we discuss The Impos-
ter Bride by Nancy Richler on 
Monday January 6, 2014 at 7 pm. 
The story opens in 1946 at a wed-
ding in Montreal’s Jewish com-
munity. The bride, Lily Azerov, is a 
refugee from Poland, via Palestine. 
Her possessions and even her 
name belong to someone else, 
a stranger. She marries Nathan, 
brother of her betrothed Sol, who 
refuses to marry her. Their child 
Ruth is born of the marriage, and 
Lily soon flees from Nathan and 
their infant daughter Ruth.

This beautifully written novel, 
with the twists and turns of a 
mystery, speaks to the unspeak-
able losses inherent in the human 
condition and the surprising con-
nections that disparate people may 
share.

RSVP to Barbara Barry at 
babs206@gmail.com by Thursday, 
January 2, 2014. Location to be 
announced.
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The Men of Brotherhood
Brotherhood extends to all 
our members and their families, 
along with the entire Congregation 
B’nai Shalom community, happy 
Ḥanukkah wishes; may your lights 
burn brightly!

Thanks go out to Ross Liebowitz 
and his family for hosting Brother-
hood at his home in November to 
watch the Patriots wallop the Steelers. 

Our Brotherhood Breakfast series 
continues on Sunday, December 8 
at 8:30 am. Rabbi Gurevitz is our 
featured speaker and will lead a 
conversation on the topic “Sharing 
Jewish Tradition in a Modern Age: 
What do we want to impart to our 
children?” We will discuss father-
hood and what we aspire to be to 
our children (or grandchildren), 
what kind of Jewish identity do we 
want to impart, and how can we 
support each other as parents grap-

pling with an ever-changing world. 
The program is free to Brotherhood 
members, and $10 for guests/non-
members. (Guests and new prospec-
tive members are always welcome.) 
Count on plenty of bagels, lox, 
whitefish salad and more. RSVP to 
Jim at jim.wilner@comcast.net by 
December 6, and let us know if you 
can help with set up or clean up.

Also on December 8, toward the 
end of the breakfast at about 9:45 am, 
David Cohen will be holding an 
important information session for 
everyone who has expressed interest 
in forming a softball team to partici-
pate in the Men’s Shul Softball league. 
We seem to have strong interest with 
nearly 20 people responding, so it’s 
time to take the next step. Join us if 
you can, and feel free to join us for 
the entire breakfast, even if you are 
not a Brotherhood member.

Did you know that you can pre-
order bagels and have them deliv-
ered to the temple? Just place your 
order any Sunday at Café Shalom, 
and your order will arrive the fol-
lowing Sunday, or contact Adam 
Sachs at asachs@centinelfg.com by 
Friday at noon.

If you are not on the Brotherhood 
e-mail list and would like to added, 
regardless of whether you are a mem-
ber, please drop a note to Jim or Adam 
below. Brotherhood is open to all men 
of any affiliation. For more informa-
tion and membership forms, please 
visit www.cbnaishalom.org/programs/
brotherhood.php, or contact:

Jim Wilner, Co-President
508-460-1936
jim.wilner@comcast.net
Adam Winter, Co-President
508-393-3828
awinter@swiftecit.com

Member Activities

Think SCRIP (gift cards) for your holiday gift shopping. All earnings below are for the temple. Orders 
should be placed before December 10. 

Starbucks earns 8% 
Cheesecake Factory earns 5% 
Regal Theaters earns 8% to 10%
ITunes earns 5% 
Panera earns 9% 

Sephora earns 4% 
Coldwater Creek earns 8% 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House earns 10% 
Icing earns 9%
P. F. Chang’s Bistro earns 8%

Sports Authority earns 8%
Cabela’s earns 11%
REI earns 8%
IHOP earns 8%
Papa Gino’s earns 10%

Check the temple website at www.cbnaishalom.org/committees/scrip.php for the daily PDF to see what cards 
are available and in what denomination. Over 300 types of cards are available. Some $5 and $10 gift cards 
are available while our supply lasts. All %’s are the current earnings when this article was written.

 Not Your Average Joe’s Fundraiser

Every Tuesday in January, 
in Westborough,

 January 7, 14, 21, and 28
NYAJ will donate a 15% 
of  your total purchase.

You Already Pray With Us —  
Now Will You Play With Us?

If you play an instrument, we invite you to explore 
opportunities to play in our worship services. Under the 
guidance of Cantorial Soloist Lisa Marcus Jones, we will 
find the best fit for our talented congregants to enhance 
the beauty of worship through music. Please contact Lisa 
at lisaj@bhmusic.com for further information.



December 2013 Page 11

On Sunday December 8, we are 
holding the URJ Eisner and Crane 
Lake Camps Open House from 1:30 to 
2:15 pm, and the URJ 6 Points Sci-Tech 
Academy Open House from 2:15 to 
3:00 pm. They will be held at the home 
of Allison and David Orenstein at 199 
Wood Street, Hopkinton, MA. You 
may attend one or both to learn about 
these exciting overnight Jewish camp 
options. At a URJ camp, your children 
will be in an environment where they 
are celebrated for being who they are, 
and encouraged to be the best that they 
can be. They will make lifelong friends, 
embrace new experiences, and explore 
what being Jewish means to them. 
RSVP to Debbi Morin at dmorin@cbnaishalom.org by December 3. 

URJ Camp Open House on December 8 

Full-size flyers and more information can be found at http://www.cbnaishalom.org/news/campOpenHouseDec8.php

Our Blood Drives — Why We Do Them
Last month, I was sitting at the 
registration table at our blood drive, 
wondering why our numbers were 
lower than usual. (They are down 
almost everywhere — the Red Cross 
doesn’t know why.) Then a 40-ish 
gentleman walked into the room, 
appearing as if he wasn’t sure what to 
do. I greeted him and asked my usual 

question: “Are you here to donate?” 
His response was, “No, I can’t give 
blood. I just saw the sign and came 
in here to thank you. I had leukemia, 
and drives like this may have saved 
my life. So whenever I see a blood 
drive in progress, I try to stop in and 
thank the people. Thanks for what 
you’re doing.”

Though the Social Action Com-
mittee has been holding these semi-
annual drives for some eight years 
now, this was a poignant and personal 
reminder of why we do it. Our next 
drive is March 30, 2014. Pretty far off, 
but not too far to put it on your calen-
dar. I hope to see you there.

Jeff Govendo

Shabbat Service Singers Wanted
Would you like to help enhance 
our Shabbat musical experience? 
Music has a special place in our Fri-
day night services. Cantorial Solo-
ists Lisa Marcus Jones and Sharon 
Brown Goldstein sing at approxi-
mately half of all erev Shabbat ser-
vices. Our musically talented rabbis 
would welcome singers (individuals, 
pairs, or small groups) to share the 
bimah with them when there is no 

soloist. There may also be opportu-
nities for singers to help expand the 
music portion of services at which 
one of our soloists is present.

In January and early February, 
Sharon will teach a course of four 
training sessions. The format will be 
low-key and friendly. Topics covered 
will include: core repertoire (the 
tunes we sing), service structure and 
choreography (On what page is the 

Mi Chamocha? When do we bow?), 
and service-leading tips. Presence at 
all four sessions is preferred, but not 
required. 

RSVP to Sharon Brown Goldstein 
at sbgoldstein@cbnaishalom.org. Sha-
ron will survey those who express 
interest to determine the best four 
dates for the sessions.

Member Activities
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Community – PJ Library’s 5th Birthday Bash

Sunday, December 8, 3-5 pm at the Worcester JCC, 633 Salisbury Street

Join us for a big community-wide celebration in honor of PJ Library’s 5th birthday 
Games, crafts, music, birthday cake, raffles, and suprises galore 

Bring PJ Library books you want to swap at our PJ Library book swap table 
Open to all young families whether or not they receive PJ Library books

Cost: A non-perishable food item for donation to Rachel s Table • RSVP to Mindy Hall at mhall@jfcm.org

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Central Mass, in partnership with the Worcester JCC, Boroughs 
JCC, Congregation B’nai Shalom, Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Chabad of Central Mass, Shaari Torah West, 

Temple Emanuel Sinai, Congregation Beth Israel, Congregation Agudat Achim, PaRDes, Worcester 
Hebrew High, Jewish Family Service (Shalom Baby), Worcester Hadassah, and Rachel’s Table

PJ Library is a program of the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts, in 
partnership with the Harold N. Cotton Fund and Grinspoon Foundation .

Early Childhood is now on 
Facebook! Search for “Congrega-
tion B’nai Shalom Early Childhood” 
and you will find us. We will post 
information on upcoming events 
and recaps of events that happened. 
Be sure to “like” us!

 
Tot Shabbat
October Tot Shabbat was fantastic. 
It was wonderful to see so many 
familiar and new faces. We had a 
wonderful service followed by a 
visit from Farm Animals, a traveling 
baby animal farm. Check out our 
Facebook photos. Special thanks to 
the Lisa Elaine Feingold fund for 
sponsoring the Farm Animals.

Our next Tot Shabbat is Saturday, 
February 15 at 10:15 am. After the 

rabbi-led service for pre-school and 
kindergarden children, there will 
be a child-friendly oneg with a craft 
and snacks in the social hall. Please 
bring fruit, veggies or a nut-free, 
kid-friendly snack to the social hall 
when you arrive. 

Oh Ḥanukkah Oh Ḥanukkah!
Join us for a post Ḥanukkah, 
Ḥanukkah Party and Day of Giving 
on December 14 from 4 – 6 pm in the 
social hall. After a Havdalah service 
led by the Rabbi, we will party with 
pizza, latkes, crafts, dreidel games, 
and live musical entertainment by 
Joshua Segal. RSVP to Bree Shaw at 
bree2529@gmail.com so that we can 
order the correct amount of pizza. 
This event is generously sponsored 
by the Lisa Elaine Feingold Fund.

Eric Komar Concert
Mark your calendars for a free Eric 
Komar concert for Early Child-
hood families on January 11 at 
4:30 pm. Eric Komar just released 
Todah Torah, a new children CD, 
and will be performing this special 

concert. You can listen to a sam-
pling of his music on his website at 
www.komarmusic.com. There will 
be a community dinner after the 
concert. This event is being co-
sponsored by the Music Committee, 
the Abby Brown Educational Fund, 
and the Lisa Elaine Feingold Fund. 
To RSVP for this event or to find 
out more information, please call 
Marsha Beals in the temple office.

 
Baby/Toddler Playgroup 
Our playgroup for children ages 
0–3 meets on the first and third 
Monday of each month from 
9–10:30 am in the Pre-K class-
room. Contact Sharon Goyette at 
sharon.goyette@gmail.com.

Early Childhood is always looking 
for volunteers to help organize and 
run programs. If you are interested 
in becoming involved, please contact 
me.

Marcia Hoffman, Chair
marciahoffman1@hotmail.com

Early Childhood
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Oneg Sponsors and Todah Rabbah

Todah rabbah to our oneg hosts 
since the last Bulletin: Patty and Len 
Tocman; Michelle Weinstein and 
Daniel Garland; Tina and Branch 
Yules; Sherry and Todd Zetlan; 
Marilyn and Sherman Smith; Sandy 
and Len Tillman; Jane and Steve 
Weissman; Lynne and Adam Win-
ter; Caroline and Eric Alper; Donna 
and Stu Weiss; Wendy and Ayal 
Zingher; Lisa and David Antione; 
Julie and John Anderson; Rachael 
and Richard Armstrong; Lynne and 
David Auslander. Special thanks to 
Arnold Hirshon and Bobbi Feinblatt 
for jumping in with extra help.

Todah rabbah to the Board mem-
bers who ushered in the same period.

B’nai Shalom Oneg Sponsor Program
Celebrate s’machot and remembrances with your temple family by 
sponsoring an oneg. The $36 donation will help enhance the weekly oneg. 
Please contact Cheryl Kasof at kasof@verizon.net or 508-842-4383, or go to 
cbnaishalom.org/memberInfo/oneg.php.

Coming up:

December 7 Alycia Brudner and Jeff Brudner in honor of Jared being 
 called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

December 28 Kelly and Brian Karp in honor of Elizabeth being called to 
 the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

 Mitch Gordon and Sally Gould in honor of Joseph being 
 called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Our B’nai Mitzvah

Jared Brudner becomes a Bar 
Mitzvah on December 7, 2013. Jared 
is the son of Jeff and Alycia Brudner, 
and has a younger sister Gabrielle, 
age 11. Jared lives in Southborough 
and is in the seventh grade at the 
Trottier Middle School. Jared enjoys 
golf, technology, cooking, baseball, 
tennis, football, fishing and boat-
ing, travel and airplanes, and cars. 
Jared’s Bar Mitzvah project was 
helping the sick, cooking for the 
poor, and cleaning for a grandparent. 
His favorite mitzvah was helping at 
Whitney Place in Westborough.

Elizabeth Karp becomes a 
Bat Mitzvah on December 28, 2013. 
Her parents, Kelly and Brian, and 
her sister, Emily are proud of how 
she has prepared for this wonder-
ful occasion while continuing to 
make honors at Hopkinton Middle 
School. After school, Elizabeth can 
usually be found at the dance studio, 
where she is taking classes in ballet, 
hip-hop, jazz, and pre-pointe. She is 
also a part of the Movement Project 
Performance Company, and assists 
teaching jazz to 8-year-olds. Eliza-
beth has also volunteered her time 
at the Hopkinton Public Library for 
story time and other activities.

Joseph Alan Gordon becomes 
a Bar Mitzvah on December 28, 
2013. Joe is the son of Mitch Gordon 
and Sally Gould, and has an older 
brother, David, age 15. Joe lives in 
Northborough and is in the seventh 
grade at the Melican Middle School. 
Joe enjoys watching movies, playing 
board games, and reading. Joe’s Bar 
Mitzvah project was helping sick 
animals. 

Please send Mazal Tov 
announcements and Members in 
the News to Eileen Samberg at 
news@cbnaishalom.org.

Mazal Tov to Shoshi Krieger and John Joven on their engagement. 
Shoshi is the daughter and step-daughter of Rabbi Suri Krieger and Rabbi 
Rachel Gurevitz.

Mazal Tov to Amanda Joy Rothman and Alan Sean Papir on their wed-
ding. Amanda is the daughter of Carol and Jonathan Rothman, a grand-
daughter of Dorothy Victor, and a cousin of Norm Raphael.

Mazal Tov to Rachel’s Table Director Carla Szymanski and her husband 
Mitchell on the recent marriage of her son.
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Shauna Drake
Catering Sales Manager

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON HOTEL
BOSTON – WESTBOROUGH

5400 Computer Drive
Westborough, MA 01581

Catering (508) 616 7436 Hotel (508) 366 5511
Fax (508) 366 3950

shauna.drake@hilton.com
BostonWestborough.DoubleTree.com

New creative menus coming 
in the fall/winter season!

Host your party with us!
Joan H. Bress, LICSW, CEP

School & College
Admissions Consultant

12 Southwood Road / Worcester, MA 01609
Phone / Fax: (508) 757-8920

E-mail: joan@CollegeResourceAssoc.com
www.CollegeResourceAssociates.com

College 
Resource 

Associates

Cindy Seltzer Pollard
Andrew Abu reAltors®

Integrity, Uncompromised.

80 Flanders Road, Suite 102 Westborough, MA 01581
508-836-3333 Fax: 508-366-4345

SayCindySaySold@aol.com

1-888-Ring-ABU •

•

•

Our Sponsors

Security Update(continued from page 5)
In keeping with security measures 

utilized by most schools, we will 
soon be using a locked-door policy 
outside of times when large numbers 
of people are entering and exiting 
(when a staff member is present near 
the entrance). We will have an inter-
com with viewing camera to enable 
all members of our staff to commu-
nicate with you, and grant entry. We 
will send out a notification to the 
congregation when we are ready to 
implement this step. If you come to 
the rear parking lot entry doors and 

they are locked, please cooperate 
with staff when you are asked to iden-
tify yourself. These new policies are 
to protect your children, our mem-
bership, our clergy, staff, teachers, as 
well as the building itself. 

It is important to emphasize that 
it was the determination of the task 
force, in partnership with local police, 
that, while no imminent security or 
threats exist, we should constantly be 
reviewing our situation to assure we 
are current with available technology, 
as well as policies and procedures of 

comparable properties. We will con-
tinue this review. We thank all those 
who contributed to this year’s High 
Holy Day Appeal that was earmarked 
to pay for these security improve-
ments. We are still several thousand 
dollars short of our goal, and ask, if 
you have not yet contributed, that 
you consider an end-of-year gift 
to this fund. Please contact Abby 
Mayou in the temple office if you 
have any questions regarding these 
policies and procedures.
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✯ Invitations: (Over 100 Books! Discounted)
 Invitations, Announcements, Save the Dates, Stationery
✯ Calligraphy: Ask about FREE addressing
✯ Sign-in Books, Attendant Gifts, Favors, Yarmulkes, Programs,
 Placecards, Seating Boards, Guest Books, Ketubot...
By appointment: 508-836-4839 OR SHOP ONLINE AT:
Westborough, MA www.dreamscometrueinvitations.com
Carla Schultz-Skraly – Member, B’nai Shalom

kolbo C E L E B R A T I N G
JEWISH L IFE  & CULTURE

FINE JUDAICA GALLERY

UNIQUE HANDCRAFTS AND GRAPHIC ART 

FROM ISRAEL • KETUBOT • TALITOT • EXPANDED 

JEWELRY SECTION • INVITATION PACKAGES

437 HARVARD STREET BROOKLINE MA 02446
TOLL FREE: 800.238.8743 • 617.731.8743

WWW.KOLBO.COM

Our Sponsors

CLOSER TO THE ISSUES

A good estate planning lawyer
has all the right answers.  
A great one has all the right
questions.

Estate Planning • Estate Administration • Business Law
Tax Law • Business Succession Planning

Marvin S. Silver, Esq.
Partridge Snow & Hahn LLP
1700 West Park Drive, Suite 200
Westborough MA  01581

508-599-3000

www.psh.com

Westborough Aphasia Group — People with aphasia have difficulty with communication after brain illness 
or injury. People with aphasia do not experience a loss of intellect. This group is meeting at B’nai Shalom 
the second Tuesday of every month from 11:30 am to 12:45 pm. Aphasic people and their family or friends 
are welcome. People from all towns are invited. There is no charge for this support and practice group. It is 
affiliated with the National Aphasia Association and with Molly Secrest, a speech pathologist, 508-898-2371, 
molly.secrest@verizon.net. People with aphasia continue to improve — don’t give up.

At The Highlands all utilities except phone 
are included in one low monthly rent, 
and we also take care of the cooking, 
housekeeping, and transportation. Our 
caring managers live on-site and are 
available 24 hours a day.

Call now to arrange your complimentary 
meal and tour! 508-898-3000

WELCOME

HOME
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Richard Perlman
is now associated with

Brezniak Rodman Chapels
of Newton

He is no longer associated with
Perlman Funeral Home

He continues to service families in
Worcester and Worcester County as

the Perlman family has done since 1914

Richard Perlman
can be contacted at either

his residence at 508-752-9999
or at Brezniak Rodman Chapels at

617-969-0800

Our Sponsors

Mugford’s
 Flower Shoppe

Chris Bakutis, Owner

8 Warburton Lane, Route 30
Westborough, MA 01581

508-836-5554 • 800-645-6495
Fax: 508-836-9987

Email: mugfordsflowers@gmail.com
www.mugfords.com

Your Sponsorship Here!
Contact Eileen Samberg at esamberg@cbnaishalom.org

or call Temple Administrator Abby Mayou at 508-366-7191

®

©2010 Each office is independently owned and operated.
All trademarks are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resources Inc.

Non-medical in-home services 
for Seniors by Seniors.

We provide dependable, friendly seniors to help with services 
like light housekeeping, transportation, shopping personal care, 

companionship and more.

Like getting a little help from your friends .
Call 508-808-1090 or email kindnessworksllc@gmail.com

www.seniorshelpingseniors.com/metrowest

PARK STREET DENTAL
Arnold Nadler, DDS

Jonathan Hoffman, DMD

Cosmetic, Implant and Family Dentistry

Tel (508) 366-5028
www.Westborodental.com

210 Turnpike Road, Westborough, MA

SAGER & SCHAFFER LLP
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

• General Business Law  • High-Technology Law
• Health Care Law  • Employment Law  

• Real Estate Law

FOCUSING ON BUSINESS LAW 
AND LITIGATION SERVICES

Protecting Your Business & Professional Interests

Committed to helping your business 
thrive by providing targeted and 

results-oriented legal representation.

Steven Sager  • E-mail: ssager@sslegal.com
Tel: 508 -898-9900  • www.sslegal.com

182 Turnpike Road  • Westborough, Massachusetts
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December 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Kislev Tevet/

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Chanukah: 5 Candles
8:15am No Religious School
2:30pm Brotherhood Beer
Bottling at Deja Brew
7:00pm Shir Joy Rehearsal

Chanukah: 6 Candles
9:00am Early Childhood
Playgroup

Chanukah: 7 Candles
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
4:00pm Religious School
6:00pm Chai School - Special
Hanukkah Program!
6:00pm Post Confirmation

Chanukah: 8 Candles
Rosh Chodesh Tevet
7:00pm Federation Visit
7:30pm Board Mtg

Chanukah: 8th Day
4:00pm Religious School
7:30pm Social Media Task
Force

5:45pm First Grade Dinner
6:45pm Shabbat Rishon Family
Service & Consecration

Parashat Vayigash
8:00am Torah Study and Tefilah
10:15am Shabbat Morning
Service (Brudner)
5:30pm WAFTY Hanukkah
Scavenger Hunt

8:15am Religious School &
Grade 2 Demo Day
8:15am Second Grade Parent
Program
8:30am Brotherhood Breakfast
........ see lower right for more

4:00pm Religious School
6:00pm Chai School 2.4
7:30pm Spiritual Journey Group

Union for Reform Judaism
Biennial
7:30pm Membership Mtg
7:30pm Social Action Cmte Mtg

4:00pm Religious School 7:30pm Shabbat Evening
Service

Parashat Vayechi
8:00am Torah Study and Tefilah
4:00pm Early Childhood Post
Hanukkah Party

8:15am Religious School
9:00am Youth & School Cmte
Mtg
10:45am Beginning Hebrew
7:00pm Shir Joy Rehearsal

9:00am Early Childhood
Playgroup

4:00pm Religious School
6:00pm Chai School 2.5
6:00pm Post Confirmation

7:00pm Executive Cmte Mtg 4:00pm Religious School
7:30pm Finance Cmte

6:30pm WAFTY Dinner
7:30pm Shabbat Evening
Service

Parashat Shemot
8:00am Torah Study and Tefilah

8:15am No Religious School
7:00pm Shir Joy Rehearsal

2:00pm Office Closes
4:00pm No Religious School
6:00pm No Chai School

Office Closed NFTY-NE December Institute
4:00pm No Religious School

7:30pm Shabbat Evening
Service

Parashat Vaera
8:00am Torah Study and Tefilah
10:15am Shabbat Morning
Service (Gordon/Karp)

29 30 31
8:15am No Religious School
7:00pm Shir Joy Rehearsal

2:00pm Office Closes at 2 pm
4:00pm No Religious School
6:00pm No Chai School

טבת /כסלו

December 8 continued
9:30am and Noon - Grade 2 Focus Group
10:45am Beginning Hebrew
10:45am Second Grade Parent Program
1:30pm URJ Camps Presentation
3:00pm PJ Library 5th Birthday
7:00pm Shir Joy Rehearsal

1 Richard Golden
1 Michael Goldstein
1 Lisa Moreau-Jaffee
2 Cheryl Pouliot
2 Maria Srebnik
3 Tanya Archambault
3 Linda Fineman
4 Julie Anderson
4 Paul Silverman
5 Anna Steinberg
6 Sheryl Krasner
6 Margaret Wilson
7 Susan Glueck
7 Jeff Lonstein
7 Wendy Starr
7 Paul Young
8 Arnold Hirshon

8 Wendy Morrison
8 Susan Sussman
9 Cheryl Sternburg
9 Steven Weissman
10 Daniel Bogaty
12 Mary Green
12 Sidney Sundheimer
13 Judith Donahue
14 Lesley Shore
14 David Weinberg
15 David Cayem
15 Michael Whitman
16 Kathy Bridge
17 Alan Cohen
17 Jane Levine
18 Melanie Harmon
18 David Kopstein

20 Laurie Fromer
20 Chad McGowan
20 Heidi Swanick
22 Juli Goldstein
22 Sue Levine
23 Judd Cohen
23 Yoram Schaker
24 David Chad
24 Phyllis Chase
24 Deborah Orzack
24 Robin Ravech
24 Daniel Schwartz
24 Tina Yules
25 Matthew Ehrlich
26 Sharon Goldstein
26 Andrew Rosenshine
27 Jane Gordon

27 Laura Wilner
28 Sarah Gould
28 Deborah Seri
29 Rita Cohen
29 Alan Harris
29 Ellen Jacobson
30 Allyson Brown
30 Alice Cohen
30 Lisa Edinberg
31 Robert Basow
31 Michael Rosenzweig
31 Christopher Senie
31 Karen Weiner
31 Beth Whitman

December Birthdays

Follow Rabbi Gurevitz’s blog “Raise it up” at http://shmakoleinu-hearourvoices.blogspot.com/
Follow Rabbi Eiduson’s blog “CBS Educator” at http://cbseducator.blogspot.com/
Visit our Facebook page (you don’t need an account) at www.facebook.com/cbnaishalom
Visit the Congregation B’nai Shalom Early Childhood Facebook page
Listen to synagogue program audios at https://soundcloud.com/congregation-bnai-shalom
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Building Maintenance Fund
Debra and Steve Heims 

general Fund
Anita and Michael Backer in honor of the birth of 

Seth Robert Samberg
Richard and Roberta Cohen in memory of 

Pauline Feinblatt
Alan and Myrna Kaplan in honor of the birth of 

Lukas Samuel, Linda and Harvey Elman’s grandson

HigH Holy day appeal
Debra and Steve Heims 
Jennifer Lee Levine Fund
Kathy Borofsky in memory of Bruce Levine, nephew of 

Allan and Penny Levine

landscape iMproveMent Fund
Robin Babst in honor of Kendall Babst being called to the 

Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
Ron and Susie Gilfix 
Lois and Mark Milnamow in honor of Emily being called 

to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

leadersHip developMent Fund
Laurie and Robert Rains in memory of Alan Swoff

lisa elaine Feingold MeMorial Fund
Harriet Brody in memory of Solomon Brody

raBBi deBra r HacHen caring Fund
Lisa and William Chace in memory of 

Sara (Levin) Schneider
Janice and Arnold Hirshon wishing Mazel Tov to Eileen and 

Larry Samberg on the birth of their grandson Seth Robert

raBBi’s discretionary Fund
Barbara and Jeff Govendo in memory of Pauline Feinblatt
Wendy and Michael Wilsker with warm appreciation to 

Rabbi Gurevitz for guiding Will Schiffman on his jour-
ney towards becoming a Bar Mitzvah

prayer Book Fund

Ron and Susie Gilfix 

steve Meltzer youtH suMMer caMp scHolarsHip Fund
Beth Whitman in memory of Adele Mascott, 

Beth Whitman’s mother

yad B’yad Fund
Anita and Michael Backer in memory of Pauline Feinblatt
Steven Petlock and Frances Habib thanking Yad b’Yad for 

the thoughtful remembrance of Fran Habib’s mother

Please send donations to:
Attn: Donations
Congregation B’nai Shalom
PO Box 1019, Westborough, MA 01581
In order for an acknowledgement to be sent, the donation must 

be at least $10, and must include the name of the fund, the 
name and address of the person(s) to whom the acknowledge-
ment is to be sent, and your name and address.

A donation form is available for download on our website at 
http://www.cbnaishalom.org/programs/funds.php. The form 
can be filled out by hand or with Adobe Reader or Acrobat.

Abby Brown Education
Used for special school projects and 
materials such as films and records, 
speakers and field trips.

Adult Education
Used for Adult Education Programs.

Art
Used to purchase and display artwork to 
beautify the synagogue.

Building 
Used for special maintenance and projects.

Early Childhood
Used for Early Childhood programming.

General
Used to support the congregation’s current 
budget.

High Holy Day
Used to arrange our High Holiy Day Services.

Israel Bond
Each time $250 accumulates, an Israel Bond 
is purchased in the congregation’s name.

Jennifer Lee Levine Youth 
Supports cultural and educational programs 
to benefit out preteen and teen members.

Joel I. Silverstein
Used to refurbish the temple kitchen.

Landscape Improvement

Leadership 
Development
Support leadership programs and 
opportunities including, but not limited to 
the leadership development program at 
B’nai Shalom and seminars and workshops 
sponsored by other Jewish groups.

Library
Used to purchase books for children and 
adults for our circulating library.

Lisa Elaine Feingold 
Memorial
Used for the annual children’s Chanukah 
celebration and for media or cultural 
projects to benefit our Pre-K to Grade 1 
students.

Donations

New Leaf for our Tree of Life

Will Schiffman
Bar Mitzvah

October 12, 2013
with deep love & pride

Nana & Papa

JCC $10,000 Challenge Grant
Help the Boroughs JCC meet increased demand for scholarships, 

counseling, and social services. Every dollar donated, up to 
$10,000, until December 2 will be matched by a challenge 

grant donor, doubling the impact of your gift.
Donate online at www.boroughsjcc.org 

or send your gift to the JCC at 45 Oak Street, Westborough, MA 01581
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Music
Used to augment the congregation’s musical 
programs.

Prayer Book
Used to purchase copies of our High Holiday 
prayerbook and our regular prayerbook, 
Mishkan T’filah. A donation of $36 for 
Mishkah T’filah is acknowledged with 
a bookplate on the inside cover of the 
prayerbook.

Rabbi Debra R. Hachen 
Caring
Used to offer emergency assistance to 
congregants in times of need.

Rabbi’s Discretionary
Used by the rabbi for Tzedakah (charity) and 
special projects.

Rabbi-Educator’s 
          Discretionary
Used by the rabbi-educator for Tzedakah 
(charity) and special projects.

Ritual
Used to purchase items needed in the 
sanctuary or for religious observance.

Social Action
Used for social action and mitzvah 
programs, including “Mitzvah Day”, 
educational activities and speakers, and to 
assist worthy non-profit causes selected by 
the Social Action Committee.

Steve Meltzer Memorial 
Summer Camp 
Scholarship
Used to help defray some of the costs of 
attending several Reform Movement’s 
summer camp programs.

Yad b’Yad
Used by the Yad b’Yad committee to prepare 
and deliver meals to congregants who are 
ill or caring for a family member; making 
friendly visits to congregants with various 
needs; sending cards etc.

WAFTY
Used to further the work of all of our youth 
groups, and provide subsidies for retreats, 
conclaves, and conferences.

deceMBer 6 4 tevet

Arthur Barbash 
Florence Barbash 
Nathan Bernstein 
David Saul Bernzweig 
Sara R. Cramer 
Eleanor Freedman 
Nathan Ingerman 

Barbara Rubin * 
Darren Schongold * 
Marion Serotta * 
Leon Sterling 
Herminia Rendon Uribe 
Norman Yosko * 

Cynthia Dunn Rosenkrantz

deceMBer 13 11 tevet 
Alan Blank * 
Aaron Cohen 
Elaine Cooper 
Ronnie Lieberman * 
Donald Hiltz Macomber * 
Jullius Mermelstein 

Elizabeth Perlman 
Ellie Rosenblum 
Manning Rubenstein 
Tamara Simanovski 
Ursula Steinberg 
Jillie Zimbel 

deceMBer 20 18 tevet

Stephen J. Auslander 
Sylvia Brenowitz * 
Roland Ciaranello 
Sanford Cooper 
Ruth Fox * 
David Gleich 
Gerald Goldie 
Stephen Loftus 

Cori Maass 
Bea Newfield 
Sampson Newfield 
Harry Pollack 
Sarah Rosen 
Marc Rosenzweig 
Sarah Schongold * 

deceMBer 27 25 tevet

Sadie Adelman 
Louis Bornstein * 
Barbara Finstein 
Harry A Goldsmith 
Leo Gordon * 
Simon Hershenberg 
Blossom Jacobson 
Faye Jacobson * 

Betty Lopatin 
Eric Miller 
Joseph Penna 
Ben Sherman 
Celia Widman 
Adolph Winter 
Jack Zeprun 

January 4 3 sHevat

Benjamin Backer *
George Blacker * 
Leon Carton 
Frances Cohen * 
Baby Boy Cousin * 
Harry Croll 
Lisa Feingold * 
Ina Gordon 
Irving A Hurwitz 
Theodore Karlin 

Jacob Lemoff *
Benjamin Levenson * 
Fred Mascott 
George Reynolds 
Harry Rosen 
Paul Sekol 
Shalom Shapiro 
Linda Sheff 
Sidney Singer 
Myron H. Steinberg * 

Yahrzeits and Condolences

* Yahrzeit Plaque

The congregation extends its condolences to the following families 
on the deaths of their loved ones.

Beth Graubart and her family on the death of her father, Arnold Gardner

Zichronam Livracha, may their memories be a blessing.

זכרונם לברכה

The Rabbi Debra R. Hachen Caring Fund
is available to members of B’nai Shalom who are unable to meet 
basic living expenses due to sudden severe financial conditions. 

Visit http://cbnaishalom.org/committees/yadbyad.php and follow the 
link to the Rabbi Debra R. Hachen Caring Fund, 

or contact Anita Backer at backera@aol.com.
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