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Franz Joseph Haydn
1732-1809
“Symphony No. 94” Surprise

• Born in Austria

• Sang in the choir and studied music at the Cathedral Choir School of St. 
Stephen’s in Vienna

• From 1761-1790 worked for the wealthy Esterhazy family as musical director
• Often referred to as the “Father of the Symphony” and “Father of the String 

Quartet” and helped create the form of the classical symphony and string 
quartet that we know today

• Wrote 104 symphonies, 14 operas and numerous string quartets, sonatas, 
concertos and oratorios

• Was briefly one of Beethoven’s composition teachers

Definition:
String Quartet - an ensemble consisting of two violins, viola, and cello or a musical 
composition for that ensemble



Franz Joseph Haydn
“Symphony No. 94” Surprise
Classroom Activities

 Music Standards 
Kindergarten
1CE - Identify same and different (e.g. fast/slow, loud/soft, high/low and long/short).
4PR - Create a wide variety of vocal and instrumental sounds.
5PR - Play a variety of classroom instruments, alone and with others, and demonstrate proper technique.

 Procedure

• Suggested listening link:
Haydn Symphony 94 “Surprise” Mvt. 2 https://youtu.be/v3EQxl3cB-Q?t=576     (9:37 to 10:47, and 14:11-
16:05)

• There are two ways to approach the students’ first listening.  You can either tell them the name of the piece 
up front, and ask them to listen to see if they can hear the surprise and talk about it when it happens OR 
you can just play the piece and watch for their reaction.  

• Once they have recognized the “surprise”, ask the students why it surprised them. (e.g. It was louder and 
suddenly louder).

• Ask the students how they might move if the were sneaking into a room where someone was sleeping.  Ask 
a few students to demonstrate how they might tiptoe in quietly.

• Then ask the students how the might move if they wanted to scare someone, or to make a secret birthday 
party greeting exciting when the guest of honor walked into the room with guests.  Again, ask for some 
volunteers to demonstrate.

• Discuss that musicians can also change the way they play to reflect the mood of a piece of music.   Demon-
strate making sounds on instruments at different volumes.  Have students take turns playing quietly on 
classroom instruments or clapping their hands and then do the same with loud sounds.

• Use the listening chart (next page) to follow the pattern of the melody, emphasizing the “short, short, 
short, short....long” pattern.   The short tones are like tiptoeing and the long tones like a pause in the 
sneaking.   Let the students “act out” the action of tiptoeing and finally jumping, landing hard on both 
feet.  Make sure to tell them that their BODIES are going to act out the music, not their voices!  That will be 
challenging for them, but it makes it more fun.
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Listening Map


