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• Born in Brooklyn, New York

• Began studying music at the age of 11.
• When he was 21, he studied at the American Conservatory at Fountainebleau in 

France.
• In 1924 he returned to the United States and quickly came to the attention of 

the conductor of the Boston Symphony who promoted his music.
• Later, Leonard Bernstein, a famous American conductor and composer became 

highly instrumental in bringing Copland’s music to greater popularity.
• Was also the author of several books and numerous articles on music.
• In his later years, he was an active conductor and recorded performances of 

many of his works.
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 Music Standards 
Kindergarten
7PR - Create a visual representation of sound.
3CE - Listen to and explore the music of various styles, composers, periods and cultures.
5RE - Identify and discuss various uses of music in the United States and the various meanings of the term “musician”.

 Procedure

• Suggested listening link:
Variations on a Shaker Melody  https://youtu.be/ImLYClP5AeM  (17:29-20:35)

• Use examples of melodies on a staff to engage the students in a discussion.  Ask them to make obser-
vations about what they see, especially what they observe about the dots/notes and specifically their 
placement on the staff.

• Hopefully at least one or two students will observe that some dots are up high, and others down low.  

• Earlier they will have learned about some of the instrument families (if not, then they will at the concert).  
Ask the students to say which instruments they can think of that would be able to make really high sounds 
and which might be really good at playing low notes.  

Be prepared for the students to confuse PITCH with DYNAMICS.  Even some adults confuse the two.  Pitch 
is how “high” (use high, falsetto-type voice) or “low” (say “low” in a really deep voice).  Exaggerated differ-
ences in pitch help make the point.  Loud and soft are how strong or quiet the musical sounds are.

• Use a whiteboard or chalkboard to draw very short pitch patterns, using lines.  Then draw those same 
pitches on a standard music staff.  These do NOT have to be totally accurate; the object is to help the 
students see both modes of pitch representation.  They can compare and contrast.  How do they look the 
same?  How do they look different?

• Tell them musicians all over the world can look at those same notes on a staff and play them correctly.  It 
doesn’t matter what language they speak.  MUSIC is an international language, and something we all have 
in common.  

• Use cut-out pictures of various instruments.  Play examples of how they sound, and have the children place 
them on the music staff according to how high or low the notes in their range are. 

• The attached music for Shaker Melody/Simple Gifts contains words.  It is another example of how each 
syllable of a word gets one note.
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