
Franz Liszt
October 22, 1811 – July 31, 1886
Born in Hungary

•  Franz Liszt was born in Raiding, Hungary (the 
area is now a part of Austria).  His father was 
a cellist and played in an orchestra that had 
been conducted by Haydn and Beethoven.

•  Franz was a gifted pianist and studied in       
Vienna under Carl Czerny, a student of 

    Beethoven’s.  He later moved to Paris and
    studied privately.

•  He became quite famous and toured exten-
sively through Europe performing, conducting 
and later teaching.  He retired from perform-
ing at the age of 35 and began to focus on 
composing music.

•  When he was touring he came up with the term “recital” and was the 
first to turn the piano sideways so the audience could see his hands at 
work on the keyboard.

•  Franz Liszt composed a large number of piano pieces along with two 
symphonies.  He is credited with inventing the symphonic poem and 
wrote 13 of them along with many songs, sacred music and organ   
music. 



Hunnenschlacht - Classroom Activity 

1. Define symphonic poem:  a symphinic or tone poem is a piece of 
orchestral music which depicts the content of a poem, short story, 
painting, landscape or other non-musical source.

This piece depicts a painting by the same name (which means “The 
Battle of the Huns”.  It was painted by Wilhelm von Kaulbach about a 
battle between the Huns and Romans that took place in 451 AD. 

2. Listen to Liszt’s description of a portion of the battle. 
https://youtu.be/VwRfwrDY4uI  (from 2:12-7:11)

Point out the main theme first played by the trombones (around 2:39 
in the video), then trumpets (3:23).  The music builds up to the actual 
conflict.

Later, the woodwinds and brass play the same theme (5:37)

It ends with cymbal crashes and brass.

3. Play a piece of music of your choosing.  Have students close their 
eyes while listening.

What scene did you imagine while listening to the music?
What parts of the music made you feel that way (instruments, dynam-
ics, tempo, melody etc.)?

4. Choose a picture from one or both of our theme books - Tea Cakes for 
Tosh and/or Saturdays and Teacakes (or from another book if these 
are not available to you).

What kind of music would fit the picture?  Would it be fast or slow?  
Loud or soft?  Would the notes be short or long and sustained?  Would 
it have a steady rhythm like a march or a syncopated, uneven 
rhythm?  What instruments would you use to depict the different ele-
ments of the picture? etc.


