
Quantitative Reasoning Assessment (Also known as the QR) 
FYS Retreat – May 2015 

 
 In August 2014, 149 seniors – or more than 1 in 3 – had yet to pass the QR. 

 
 In January 2015, 91 seniors  -- or nearly 1 in 4 – had yet to pass the QR. 

 
 During the 2014-2015 academic year, 92 students received one-on-one QR help during 

270 sessions in the Academic Support Center.  
 

 Many seniors report that they were unaware of the QR requirement until senior year.  
 

 Many students fear failing and put off taking the test as long as possible, often resulting 
in high stress levels during the spring semester of their senior year.  

 
What is it? The QR is one of Castleton’s four graduation standard requirements. The QR is an 
Accuplacer exam designed to test students on arithmetic and algebra skills and concepts they 
learned in high school. Students may retake the exam until they pass. 
 
Recommended timing: Students should sit for the QR during their first year at Castleton and set 
a goal to pass the test by the end of the second year. Some students may be ready first semester 
based on their high school math experience and will benefit from an early test date when math 
concepts are relatively recent. Other students may be ready after their first math course at 
Castleton.  
 
Logistics: Students must sign up to take the QR at a specific time and place by using the 
college’s course registration process. For some students, that will occur via online registration 
and others will visit the Students Services office in Woodruff. Test sessions are offered once 
every two weeks throughout the academic year.  
 
What resources are available?  

 Once a student is enrolled to take the QR, that student can access review guides and 
practice tests on all relative topics in Moodle beginning 30 days before the test date. 
(Students who accessed the Moodle resources during Spring 2015 passed at a rate of 
65% compared to a 45% pass rate for those who did not access the Moodle materials.) 

 The ACCUPLACER Web-Based Study App is available online and for free at 
collegeboard.org.  

 Math faculty members are available to assist students with questions about the QR. 
 Assistance is available in the Academic Support Center for students who receive a “No 

Pass” and would like to work on requisite skills for the next attempt.  
 Review sessions are also available through the Academic Support Center for groups of 

students who would like to understand and prepare for the test before taking it.  
 
What Can I Do? 
Explain the QR requirement to all new students. 
Expect them to access resources and attempt the test during their first semester. 
Revisit the QR at advising sessions until a student passes. 


