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FROM THE DIRECTOR...
HAND TO GOD, after a lengthy developmental process and successful off-
Broadway run, opened on Broadway on April 7, 2015 and was subsequently 
nominated for five Tony awards (Best Actor in a Leading Role, Best Actress in a 
Leading Role, Best Actress in a Featured Role, Best Director, and Best Play) despite 
its relatively short run on the Great White Way. The Broadway production featured 
many of the same cast members, designers, and director that had originally 
produced it as an experimental work. Non-professional performance rights to 
the play became available in May 2016, and we’re proud to say that Castleton 
University is one of the first collegiate productions to open in the United States.

I had heard about this play from some friends who I trust implicitly despite their 
dark, twisted senses of humor, though I did not have the opportunity to see the 
New York production myself. (I actually prefer, when possible, to direct plays I’ve 
never seen. It helps me approach the work from the most basic and important 
of perspectives—the script itself—without being unduly influenced by another 
director’s interpretation.) So, when searching for a piece to direct this fall that 
would suit our theatre students, keep our Soundings students engaged and 
challenged, and provide a good draw for our community patrons, I ordered a copy 
of HAND TO GOD.

As the play only runs slightly longer than an hour—making it extraordinarily short 
for a full-length piece of theatre—I was able to devour the script in a few quick 
minutes. I knew instantly that I needed to direct it and that it needed to be seen by 
our audiences. The play, at face value, is simple and gimmick-laden—a sock puppet, 
perhaps possessed by the devil himself, takes over the life and surroundings of a 
vulnerable, shy teenage boy, and chaos ensues. The truth in this script, however, is 
far more significant and poignant. In fact, HAND TO GOD presents us with a rather 
classic morality tale—but one in which the nature of right and wrong and morality 
itself as a human construct are on trial. At its heart, the play examines a broken 
family and the “hell” through which they must travel in order to find redemption. If 
you can look past the foul language, sexuality, and relentless lampooning of religion, 
you’ll find a tender story of a mother and son, driven apart by tragedy, struggling to 
rediscover their love for one another.

I could not be more proud of the young people who have labored so hard for these 
two months in order to bring you this production. Our students—both on and 
backstage—attend full schedules of courses like any undergraduates, but when 
the typical college day is ending ours report for duty, putting in hundreds of hours 
in rehearsal, design, and construction. So, it is to them to whom I dedicate this 
production. I’d also be remiss (not to mention busted!) if I didn’t thank my wife, 
Jessica, and our three youngest children, Harper, Liam, and the Mighty Finn for their 
patience as I’ve spent so much time with my “other family” recently. For better or 
worse, guys, you’re about to get me home again. (Yeah…time to hide the remote.)

I hope you enjoy tonight’s production, that you’ll stick with it when it gets tough to 
watch, and that upon reaching the conclusion you’ll see as much in this crazy little 
play as we do.                 

  —RICHARD COWDEN
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