Weakening Questions:
December 2007, Prep Test 53, Sec I,
#3

• Note that the correct answer – B – did not doubt
the evidence that humans and cats have so much
genetic information in common – it simply doubted
that the genetic similarities had anything to do with
the similar diseases.
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Weakening Questions:
September 2007, Prep Test 52, Sec I, #12

• In some cases, a conclusion can be countered by
providing an unacknowledged advantage to a
rejected course of action. D provides an advantage
for worked-owned businesses, making them seem
like a better investment. Thus, D most weakens the
conclusion that lenders should not make loans to
worked-owned businesses.

Weakening Questions:
Alternative causes and the “Uber-cause”

• There is a correlation between minivans and safedriving. Therefore, minivans cause drivers to drive
more safely.
• Maybe not! Maybe there is some hidden cause that
causes both the supposed cause (the minivan) and
the supposed effect (safe-driving). In this case,
maybe it’s a certain kind of person who chooses to
buy a minivan AND who chooses to drive safely. I
like to call this hidden cause the “uber-cause”.

Weakening Questions:
June 2008, Prep Test 54, Sec II, #14
• The conclusion says that the speed limit reduction
caused the decrease in serious accidents.
• A is tempting, suggesting that no one obeyed the new
speed limit. But of course, if drivers got tickets for going
75 from 1981 to 1986 and for going 70 from 1986 to
1990, the number of tickets issued could have
remained constant yet still the average speed
decreased.
• B might strengthen the argument, because fewer police
patrols might mean less compliance with the new law.
On its own, it has an uncertain impact on the
argument, so it is incorrect.
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• C suggests that the steady decrease in traffic could
be responsible for, over time, a decrease in serious
accidents. It is the correct answer.
• D tells us about accidents that do not appear to be
serious, so it is incorrect.
• E, like B, has an uncertain impact: I don’t know
anything about what constitutes a serious accident
after 1986, so I cannot tell if this choice strengthens
or weakens.

Weakening Questions:
June 2007, Sec II, #5

• B tells us that most of the effect (the warming)
happened before most of the cause (the buildup of
gasses). This is a version of a classic way to weaken
a cause and effect argument: effect without the
cause.

Weakening Questions:
June 2007, Sec II, #14

• This weakening question is attached to an
argument that itself weakens a cause and effect
relationship – that heat kills the lysozyme – by
proposing an alternative cause of microwaves. I
think it’s easier to think of this situation as one in
which you have to strengthen the original cause
and effect relationship.
• E provides information that shows how heat could
actually be responsible, so it is correct.

Weakening Questions:
June 2007, Sec II, #9
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Weakening Questions:
June 2007, Sec II, #9

• The argument assumes that something that
occurred in the past (13 to 16 year olds purchased
the vast majority of video games) will continue to
occur.
• Whenever an argument makes such as assumption,
a good weakener is one that suggests that the
future will be different in some relevant way. E does
just that and so it is correct.

Weakening Questions:
June 2007, Sec III, #15

• The argument assumes that two groups (one that
has been in therapy for awhile and another that
just started therapy) are similar enough for a
legitimate comparison. C points out a major
difference between the two groups, that those who
have been in treatment for awhile might have, all
along, felt that they were improving. C is therefore
correct.

Strengthening/Weakening Questions:
June 2008, Sec IV, #10

• D certainly does not destroy Erin’s argument, but it
does point out that emissions are not the main
source of PAHs in the environment, thus supporting
the claim that the regulations are not likely to save
thousands of lives. D is therefore correct.

