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Mountain Man vs. Government

Voting Drives in State Hospitals Will Continue

By Don Carrington
Executive Editor

RALEIGH

Watauga County mountain 
man Eustace Conway’s pas-
sion for teaching primitive 

living came to a sudden halt in October 
when local government officials shut 
down his operation, citing safety and 
health concerns. 

After receiving a tip that Conway 
had built structures without a permit, 
Watauga County Planning and Inspec-
tions Director Joe Furman obtained an 
administrative search warrant to in-
spect the roughly two dozen buildings 
and structures at Turtle Island Pre-
serve, Conway’s 500-plus acre retreat 
in the mountains east of Boone. 

In September, Furman assembled 
a team of building inspectors, health 
department officials, a tax assessor, 
and sheriff’s deputies, who made a 
surprise visit to the site. Conway refers 

to the inspection as a “raid.”
The following month, local offi-

cials ordered Conway to stop hosting 
visitors and interns at Turtle Island 
Preserve until he obtains several per-
mits.

Conway appears to have the 
sympathy of state building code regu-

lators and Watauga County health of-
ficials, but he faces a series of legal and 
regulatory barriers if he wants to keep 
Turtle Island Preserve open to the pub-
lic.

Conway is not your average regu-

By Don Carrington
Executive Editor

RALEIGH

The director of state facilities for 
the mentally ill and developmen-
tally disabled said his depart-

ment will continue to offer annual vot-
er registration and voting assistance 
for patients and residents. He also said 
that while efforts are made to notify 
patients’ guardians about voting activ-
ities, a patient’s right to vote takes pri-
ority over any objections from guard-

ians. 
J. Luckey 

Welsh, director 
of the Division 
of State Oper-
ated Healthcare 
Facilities at the 
Department of 
Health and Hu-
man Services, 
told Carolina Journal 
there are about 3,000 people residing 
in the state facilities. Voting records ob-
tained by CJ showed only 73 individu-
als from six facilities cast votes that 
were accepted for the Nov. 6 election. 
Sixty-one of those voters were new 
registrants. “I think we allowed our 
citizens the right to vote. I am happy 
we allowed them to do it,” he replied.

The laws and rules governing 

voting by mentally challenged indi-
viduals remain murky, and it’s un-
clear whether state employees who 
assisted disabled patients and resi-
dents to cast ballots at early voting 
sites were complying with the law.

The registration drives were con-
ducted for the Nov. 6 election even 
though federal law requires facilities to 
determine whether patients and resi-
dents want to register and want to vote 
at the time they’re admitted. The state 
stepped up its registration efforts this 
fall after a request to increase voter turn-
out at state-run facilities from Disabil-
ity Rights North Carolina, a nonprofit 
that advocates for the rights of the men-
tally and developmentally disabled.

The N.C. Department of Health 

Lawmakers wrangle
over training for
bail bondsmen
By Dan E. Way
Associate Editor 

RALEIGH 

Two of the General Assembly’s 
most powerful Republican 
lawmakers and the Demo-

cratic state insurance commissioner 
are among those ensnared in a legal 
struggle between private and non-
profit bail bondsman organizations 
providing instructional courses for 
bail agents.

The Rockford-Cohen Group, 
parent organization of the for-profit 
North Carolina Bail Academy, is 
competing with the nonprofit North 
Carolina Bail Agents Association to 
provide classes that bondsmen must 
pass to receive and maintain man-
datory state certification.

 Rockford-Cohen alleges In-
surance Commissioner Wayne 
Goodwin assisted in the creation of 
an unlawful monopoly for the N.C. 
Bail Agents Association. The asso-
ciation conducts state-required pre-
licensure and continuing education 
courses for bondsmen.

Primitive N.C. retreat
a bit too primitive for
Watauga officials

Eustace Conway, above, maintains that modern building codes make no sense when 
applied to his Turtle Island Preserve, which features and teaches primitive building 
methods. (CJ photo by Don Carrington)

Continued as “Watauga,” Page 14Continued as “Lawmakers,” Page 13

Fewer than 100 out
of 3,000 patients or
residents voted in ’12

Continued as “Voting,” Page 15

Luckey Welsh
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By Dan E. Way
Associate Editor

RALEIGH 

A recent study suggests that taxpayer costs could go 
down if the states expanded Medicaid enrollment 
under President Obama’s signature Patient Protec-

tion and Affordable Care Act. But critics say expanding 
Medicaid would cost North Carolinians directly an extra 
$3.1 billion over a 10-year period — and costs to federal tax-
payers, including North Carolinians, would be even greater. 

News reports suggest that taxpayers in some states, 
including North Carolina, would see the costs of expanding 
Medicaid coverage under Obamacare offset. But that “sav-
ings” would result from a promise that the federal govern-
ment would pick up between 90 percent and 100 percent 
of the cost of new enrollees. Whether the additional costs 
are “covered” by the federal or state governments, taxpay-
ers ultimately are responsible for all 
the costs.

And some health policy ex-
perts are warning the subsidy-laden 
enrollment enticement is a bait-and-
switch scheme to move toward a 
national single-payer system. They 
also say the federal government 
easily could shift more costs to the 
states under Medicaid, the govern-
ment insurance program for the 
poor and disabled.

At press time, Republican Gov.-
elect Pat McCrory had not disclosed 
whether he planned to expand Med-
icaid rolls, adding more than a half 
million newly eligible beneficiaries 
by 2022, saying he needed to learn 
more about the costs. 

“To be clear, we’re not saying 
that most states save. Most states 
are spending more money” under 
Obamacare and Medicaid expan-
sion, said John Holahan. He is direc-
tor of the Health Policy Center at the 
Urban Institute and co-author of a 
national and state-by-state research study conducted with 
the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured. 
Both think tanks are in Washington, D.C.

Only nine states would pay less by expanding Med-
icaid rolls, according to the Urban Institute/Kaiser study. 
Still, Holahan said, expanding Medicaid would cost states 
more — just not as much as they would pay otherwise be-
cause of funding mechanisms in the national health care re-
form law. 

But Jagadeesh Gokhale, a senior fellow at the Cato In-
stitute in Washington, D.C., raised major concerns about the 
study on several levels. It relied on outdated source mate-
rial, assumptions in its simulation model were documented 
thinly, some corroborating data were omitted altogether, 
and some findings were contradictory, he said.

“The study assumes that new enrollees among old 
and newly eligible individuals will be cheaper than cur-
rently enrolled individuals,” Gokhale said. “But research 
shows that once insurance coverage is provided — in this 
case mandated — new enrollees quickly increase their use-
intensity of health care services and become just as costly as 
those already enrolled into the program.”

Under the law, the federal government would pay 100 
percent of the cost of new enrollees for three years, then be-
gin phasing down the match to 90 percent over 10 years. 
State costs for existing Medicaid patients could remain un-
changed.

“Don’t think that this federal funding is going to be 
everlasting,” said Nina Owcharenko, director of the health 
care policy center at the Washington, D.C.-based Heritage 

Foundation, a skeptic of Medicaid expansion.
Nor does she believe states will have greater flexibil-

ity and control over Medicaid programs under Obamacare, 
such as the ability to opt out later after signing on, as its 
proponents claim.

“I have seen no flexibility from this administration,” 
Owcharenko said.

Legislators and policymakers shouldn’t get “snook-
ered” by the study authors’ promises of large federal 
matching shares, said Twila Brase, president of the St.Paul, 
Minn.-based Citizens Council for Health Freedom, because 
taxpayers eventually are on the hook for all the costs.

“They are trying to make you forget that federal dol-
lars are paid for by taxpayers, and because it’s all new 
spending they even agree that state Medicaid spending will 
increase,” Brase said.

Brase called Medicaid expan-
sion “another move towards a na-
tional health care system, and this 
100 percent and 90 percent dangling 
of money before state legislators is 
just meant to pull them in, and then 
they’ll be trapped in the future in 
covering this broad increase of peo-
ple.”  

She said that large subsidy 
bait is “helping the Obama admin-
istration advance national health 
care. It’s temporary money, and in 
the future states are likely to be on 
the hook for at least half the costs of 
these new people.” 

The study concludes that un-
der Obamacare, North Carolina 
could expand Medicaid rolls and 
provide uninsured residents with 
health coverage from 2013-22 for 
$3.1 billion. Without Obamacare, a 
similar expansion would cost $5.1 
billion.

Under Obamacare, from 2013-
22 state costs would rise from $68 

billion with no Medicaid enrollment expansion to $71.1 bil-
lion with expansion, or $3.1 billion more. The federal costs 
would increase from $132.4 billion to $172 billion, or $39.6 
billion more.

If North Carolina were to refuse the Obamacare Med-
icaid expansion, the Medicaid rolls still would grow by 
174,000 people by 2022 due to normal population growth 
and eligibility, the study shows. If the Obamacare expansion 
were approved, that number would grow by still another 
568,000 enrollees.

“Demand pressures are likely to escalate health sector 
costs and premiums,” Gokhale said, and that was not re-
flected in the Urban Institute/Kaiser study findings of cost 
per Medicaid beneficiary. Most heavily affected by the fed-
eral taxes to pay for those costs will be “younger individuals 
who have lower average health costs,” he said.

He questioned a variety of methodologies used in the 
study’s simulated model. 

“The assumptions involved must be documented in 
great detail — especially regarding the behavioral decisions 
of individuals and employers. The method’s appendix does 
not do this,” Gokhale said.

The study claims, “Results from previous Medicaid 
expansions have shown that only a small minority of those 
covered by employer-sponsored insurance switch to Medic-
aid,” suggesting a modest impact on state costs. 

“That’s not true, according to many recent studies 
by the National Bureau of Economic Research. In defend-
ing this point, the Kaiser-UI study cites a much older pa-
per from 1996,” Gokhale said.                                         CJ
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N.C. Unemployment Tax Fix Would Retire Federal Debt Earlier

By Barry Smith
Associate Editor

RALEIGH 

Laid-off workers would see their 
benefits decreased, and about 30 
percent of the state’s businesses 

would see their unemployment insur-
ance taxes increased under a proposal 
presented Dec. 5 to a legislative study 
panel.

Members of an interim legislative 
study committee looking at tax laws 
gave tentative approval to a recom-
mendation that would reduce the max-
imum weekly unemployment benefit 
to $350 from the current $535.

The proposal also would reduce 
the maximum number of weeks unem-
ployed workers are eligible for benefits 
from the current 26 weeks to 20 weeks. 
The maximum number of weeks could 
be as few as 12 if the state’s unemploy-
ment rate dropped to 5.5 percent or 
less.

The effort is aimed at paying 
back a $2.5 billion debt that the state 
got into when it borrowed money from 

the federal government to pay unem-
ployment benefits resulting from the 
Great Recession. Analysts believe that 
by adopting the changes the state can 
repay its debt by 2015 or 2016. Other-
wise, it’s unlike-
ly to be repaid 
until 2019.

“This pro-
posal is kind 
of a compro-
mise,” said Sen-
ate Majority 
Leader Harry 
Brown, R-On-
slow. “This is-
sue is not going 
away.”

For most 
businesses, the 
proposal rep-
licates the cur-
rent tax rates, 
said legislative 
analyst Cindy 
Avrette after the 
meeting.

However, about 20 percent of 
businesses that currently don’t pay 
into the unemployment insurance sys-
tem because of their good employment 
business history would have to begin 
paying, Avrette said.

In addition, businesses that regu-
larly have been at the top of the rate 

scale (currently paying 5.7 percent of 
workers’ base salary as unemployment 
insurance tax) would see an increase in 
their rate, Avrette said. That could in-
clude another 10 percent of businesses.

The in-
creases for those 
b u s i n e s s e s 
could amount 
to about $12 a 
year per em-
ployee, with 
some poten-
tial surcharges 
thrown in.

Bill Rowe 
of the N.C. 
Justice Center 
told the com-
mittee that the 
proposal could 
do harm to the 
future unem-
ployed.

“It has 
severe implica-
tions for a lot of 

different interests,” Rowe said, saying 
that those out of a job depend on that 
money to help make ends meet. “The 
rent doesn’t get paid. The mortgage 
doesn’t get paid.”

A couple of workers who have 
been unemployed also addressed the 
committee, urging members to keep 

unemployed people in mind.
Rep. Julia Howard, R-Davie, who 

co-chairs the committee, said the bill 
would not affect the benefits of any 
workers currently receiving unem-
ployment benefits.

The bill would become effective 
for claims filed after July 1, 2013. The 
tax changes would become effective 
for the 2014 tax year.

Representatives of businesses at-
tending the meeting generally spoke in 
favor of the proposal.

“No one thing caused this prob-
lem, and no one thing will get us out 
of this problem,” said Gary Salamido, 
vice president of the North Carolina 
Chamber. “It’s going to require all of 
us to have some pain.”

Connie Wilson, a lobbyist for the 
Employers’ Coalition of North Caroli-
na, said that the proposal, if it becomes 
law, would give employers some cer-
tainty as to what their costs would be.

Andy Ellen, president of the N.C. 
Retail Merchants Association, thanked 
the committee for taking up the issue. 
“Unfortunately, we’ve kicked the can 
down the road way too long,” Ellen 
said. “This is our fiscal cliff here.”

The committee expects to give 
final approval to the recommenda-
tion Jan. 8. It is expected to be ad-
dressed by the 2013 long session of 
the General Assembly.                 CJ

Proposal would cut
benefits from $535
to $350 per week
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138 Perdue Executive Orders Await McCrory State Briefs

Easley pension deal
Former first lady Mary Easley 

made an out-of-court settlement 
with N.C. State University, boost-
ing her state pension by more than 
$43,000 a year and averting a poten-
tial lawsuit for wrongful termina-
tion. The additional benefits could 
total more than $1 million, based on 
Easley’s life expectancy.

Easley, who ran a speakers 
program at the university, was ter-
minated in 2009 when media re-
ports revealed that her husband, 
Gov. Mike Easley, played a role 
in securing the position for her in 
2005. University officials in 2008 
also had signed her to a five-year 
contract and boosted her annual 
salary by 88 percent, to $170,000. 
The revelations led N.C. State to 
oust the chancellor, provost, and 
chairman of the board of trustees.

Under the settlement, Mary 
Easley will collect the pension she 
would have received had she con-
tinued at the position until 2012 
and retired. Her monthly benefit 
will rise from $3,098 to $6,716. N.C. 
State will pay $90,000 to reimburse 
the state pension fund for contribu-
tions it would have made on her 
behalf. Mary Easley will pay an un-
disclosed amount to the fund, reim-
bursing it for the benefits she had 
received since her termination.

Wilson bridge 
Wilmington businessman 

Lanny Wilson, a major Democratic 
Party donor, former member of the 
state Board of Transportation, and 
key figure in the scandals that led 
to the felony convictions of former 
Gov. Mike Easley and top Easley 
aide Ruffin Poole, was honored in 
December by the N.C. Department 
of Transportation with the naming 
of the Lanny T. Wilson Bridge at 
Martin Luther King Boulevard in 
Wilmington.

Wilson provided some of 
the financing for the Cannonsgate 
subdivision in Carteret County at 
which Easley purchased a prime 
waterfront lot at a bargain price. 
Easley took a felony plea for cam-
paign finance violations. Wilson 
also is believed to be the “Wilming-
ton financier” cited repeatedly in 
the 57-count indictment of Poole, 
who served a one-year prison term 
for income-tax evasion. The “finan-
cier” provided Poole free trips and 
let him make short-term invest-
ments in Wilson’s real estate proj-
ects that quickly were converted 
into major profits for Poole. Wilson 
resigned from the DOT board the 
day Poole was indicted.                       CJ

By Barry Smith
Associate Editor

RALEIGH

On 138 occasions, Democratic Gov. Bev Perdue has 
issued executive orders affecting, in some form or 
another, actions that the state government takes.

Some orders set up boards, commissions. and task 
forces to advise her on various issues related to state gov-
ernment. A number declared states of emergency or disaster 
areas as a result of fires, hurricanes, tornadoes, and other 
storms. Some executive orders modified or canceled previ-
ous orders.

“An executive order is just a formalistic way of the 
governor taking action,” said Gerry Cohen, who previously 
oversaw legislative bill drafting and 
is now general counsel to the Gen-
eral Assembly.

What effect will the executive 
orders have on Gov.-elect Pat Mc-
Crory as the Republican prepares to 
take office? Will they be binding on 
him?

Yes, Cohen said. “Executive 
orders don’t expire just because 
you’re no longer governor.”

But if he doesn’t like an order, 
he can get rid of it.

“He could do it with a stroke 
of a pen,” Cohen said.

A spokesman for McCrory 
said that the governor-elect’s transi-
tion team is in the process of review-
ing the Perdue executive orders to 
see what action, if any, should be taken.

“This is part of the governor-elect’s transition office’s 
ongoing efforts to look at the policy and operations of state 
government,” said Ricky Diaz, McCrory’s spokesman. “We 
have a team of lawyers reviewing them, deciding if any ac-
tion should be taken by the new administration in regards 
to any of those.”

While some of the orders sparked controversy when 
they were issued, Diaz noted that others did not.

“A lot of these are not controversial,” Diaz said. “Some 
are more procedural, and some are required by statute.”

Some of Perdue’s executive orders have been contro-
versial.

For example, one she issued June 
3, 2011, extended federal unemploy-
ment benefits to about 47,000 North 
Carolina jobless workers. The order 
followed weeks of bickering between 
the Republican-led General Assem-
bly and the Democratic governor. The 
General Assembly had passed similar 
legislation, but had tied it to a bill that 
Perdue felt would back her into a cor-
ner on budget negotiations. Perdue ve-
toed that bill.

Another Perdue executive order, 
issued Oct. 18, 2012, directed her ad-
ministration to redirect funds to pro-
vide money for up to 6,300 children 
to attend N.C. Pre-K programs. The 
order followed a budgetary disagree-
ment between Perdue and the General 
Assembly and a Court of Appeals rul-
ing directing the state to enroll eligible 
4-year-olds in such programs.

In early December 2012, Perdue 
issued an executive order basically 
exempting herself from one of her pre-
vious orders. But it didn’t exempt her 
successor.

The order exempted Perdue from a 2011 order that set 
up a judicial nominating commission to recommend ap-
pointments to the N.C. Supreme Court and the N.C. Court 
of Appeals. Perdue’s action allowed her to fill a vacancy on 
the Supreme Court before her term expired.

Perdue made headlines just a couple of days after her 
inauguration when she issued five executive orders. Among 
other things, they put in place reforms in highway spend-
ing, sought to make government spending more open, and 
set up a procedure aimed at making government more ef-
ficient.

One of the executive orders she signed that day went 
nowhere. That one was to set up an “Endowment for Posi-
tive Gubernatorial Campaigns.” The order was aimed at so-

liciting funds from philanthropists 
and others to run gubernatorial 
campaigns that would eschew nega-
tive campaigning.

Some of her noncontroversial 
executive orders include one estab-
lishing a task force aimed at stop-
ping repeat criminal offenders, one 
specifying that state employees treat 
all emails as public records, one 
setting up a motorsports advisory 
council, and one seeking to make 
sure that state agencies cooperate 
with the state’s military installa-
tions.

Perdue used executive orders 
to funnel federal stimulus dollars 
to state agencies. She used them to 
bridge budget gaps and implement 

state employee furloughs. She also used an executive order 
to recommend a method for determining and compensating 
victims of the state’s forced sterilization programs, which 
were based on the theory called “eugenics.”

While Cohen notes that the executive orders remain in 
place until they expire, are modified, or rescinded, he also 
says that some might have to remain in place if they were 
issued as a condition for getting federal dollars.

But without rescinding them, the orders remain in ef-
fect.

“There could be some [Gov. Mike] Easley orders 
still in effect, or [Gov.] Jim Hunt or [Gov. Jim] Hols-
houser,” Cohen said.                                           CJ

Books authored By JLF staFFers

By Roy Cordato
Vice President for Research 
John Locke Foundation

“Cordato’s book is a solid
performance, demonstrating 
impressive mastery of both 
the Austrian and neoclassical 
literature.”

Israel Kirzner
Cato Journal

Efficiency and Externalities
in an Open-Ended Universe  

www.mises.org

Gov. Beverly Perdue issued 138 executive 
orders, some routine and some controversial, 
during her four years as governor. (CJ file photo)
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Elected Council of State, While Unwieldy, Is Unlikely to Change
By KarEn mCmahan
Contributor

RALEIGH

The results from November’s elec-
tion for the General Assembly 
and the Council of State raise 

questions about the effectiveness of 
North Carolina’s unusual practice of 
electing 10 executive branch officials. 
Even though most states appoint sev-
eral policymakers who are elected in 
the Tar Heel State, observers say it’s 
unlikely North Carolina voters would 
embrace any proposal reducing their 
clout at the polls.

Republicans gained a superma-
jority in the state House and Senate, 
and while the top two executive branch 
positions flipped to the GOP, every in-
cumbent Council of State member — 
six Democrats and two Republicans — 
won new terms.

Republican Gov.-elect Pat Mc-
Crory handily defeated Democrat Wal-
ter Dalton by a double-digit margin. 
GOP Lt. Gov.-elect Dan Forest eked out 
a victory over Democrat Linda Cole-
man, winning by 6,858 votes out of 4.3 
million cast.

Constitutional issues
Changing the method of selec-

tion for governor, lieutenant gover-
nor, and any of North Carolina’s other 
Council of State officials would require 
a constitutional amendment. One idea 
that’s been discussed repeatedly over 
the years is the prospect of placing the 
governor and lieutenant governor on a 
joint ticket, as 26 states now do. 

North Carolina’s constitution 
limits the lieutenant governor’s du-
ties primarily to casting a vote in the 
event a Senate bill is tied. Even so, that 
can be an important role. As lieutenant 

governor in 2005, Bev Perdue cast the 
tie-breaking vote enabling passage of 
the state’s lottery bill. Her vote ended 
a 23-year legislative battle to prevent 
North Carolina from entering the lot-
tery business.

The lieutenant governor often 
has served as an advocate for the gov-
ernor’s policies and succeeds the gov-
ernor if something prevents a sitting 
governor from carrying out his or her 
constitutional duties. If the governor 
and lieutenant 
governor were 
from opposing 
political par-
ties, that could 
hinder policy-
making in the 
case of suc-
cession, said 
Andy Taylor, 
a political sci-
ence professor 
at N.C. State 
University.

One ar-
gument for 
having the 
g o v e r n o r 
and lieuten-
ant governor 
elected sepa-
rately by the 
people is “it 
keeps an in-
ternal check 
on having a too powerful executive 
branch and provides a democratic ef-
fect for voters,” Taylor said.

Election or appointment
In 2018, South Carolina will be-

come the 27th state to have a joint or 
single-ticket election for governor and 

lieutenant governor. Palmetto State 
voters in 2012 approved an amend-
ment setting up a joint ticket, said 
Brenda Erickson, a senior policy ana-
lyst for the National Conference of 
State Legislatures.

In addition to the governor and 
lieutenant governor, Article III, Section 
8 of the North Carolina Constitution 
states that other Council of State offi-
cials elected by the public are “a sec-
retary of state, an auditor, a treasurer, 

a superinten-
dent of public 
instruction, an 
attorney gen-
eral, a com-
missioner of 
agriculture, a 
commissioner 
of labor, and a 
commissioner 
of insurance.”

“There’s 
a lot of vari-
ance among 
the states in 
how state 
adminis t ra -
tive officials 
apart from 
the governor 
and lieuten-
ant governor 
are selected, 
with some po-
sitions mainly 

elected by the public and others mostly 
appointed by the governor, the legisla-
ture, or other administrative body,” Er-
ickson said.

Data from The Book of the States 
2012, published by the Council of State 
Governments in Lexington, Ky., show 
that most states let voters elect the sec-
retary of state, the treasurer, the attor-
ney general, and the auditor.

Unlike North Carolina, very few 
states elect the top officials for agri-
culture and public education. In most 
states, they’re appointed by the gover-
nor, the legislature, a board or commis-
sion, an agency head, or a legislative 
committee.

Voters like long ballot
Polling data consistently show 

that North Carolina voters are much 
less informed about down-ticket Coun-
cil of State members and what they do. 
In the absence of a highly visible issue 
affecting public education, agriculture, 
insurance, or so forth, incumbents tend 
to win.

November’s results were no ex-
ception. Democrats Elaine Marshall, 
Wayne Goodwin, Janet Cowell, June 
Atkinson, and Beth Wood each won re-
election with at least 52 percent of the 
vote for secretary of state, insurance 
commissioner, treasurer, superinten-
dent of public instruction, and audi-
tor, respectively. Democratic Attorney 

General Roy Cooper was unopposed. 
Meantime, Republican Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler and Labor 
Commissioner Cherie Berry won new 
terms.

“If you present the voters with 
a choice of electing or having these 
department heads appointed, North 
Carolinians probably wouldn’t vote to 
give away their power to elect,” Taylor 
said.

Jeanette Doran, executive direc-
tor of the North Carolina Institute for 
Constitutional Law, agreed. “Histori-
cally, voters in North Carolina don’t 
like to give up their right to vote,” she 
said.

Amending the constitution is not 
an easy undertaking, Doran said. The 
state does not allow amendments to 
be generated by citizen initiative, so 
a three-fifths vote of both chambers 
of the General Assembly is required 
to put an amendment on the ballot. 
Once an amendment reaches the bal-
lot, there’s no guarantee it will pass. 
Doran cited the tax increment financ-
ing amendment as an example. The 
amendment came before voters three 
times spanning three decades before it 
passed narrowly in 2004.

The appointment option
Both Taylor and Doran said it’s 

worth thinking about appointing some 
Council of State officials, mentioning 
the superintendent of public instruc-
tion and the commissioner of agricul-
ture.

“Governors often seek such a 
strong role in and have such a strong 
voice in public education that it may 
make sense to have the superinten-
dent appointed by the governor. After 
all, many people hold the governor 
accountable for the state of educa-
tion. Voters just don’t know much, if 
anything, about the superintendent,” 
Doran said.

A spokesman for state Senate 
leader Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, said 
Berger is not aware of any proposal for 
an amendment creating a joint ticket 
for governor and lieutenant governor 
or for changing the method of select-
ing the Council of State. Jordan Shaw, 
spokesman for state House Speaker 
Thom Tillis, R-Mecklenburg, told Caro-
lina Journal the issue has not come up.

Scott Laster, executive director of 
the North Carolina Republican Party, 
thinks the matter should be discussed. 
“In a time of crisis, voters should ex-
pect a consistent message from the 
governor and lieutenant governor,” 
Laster said. “A lieutenant governor 
from the opposite party than the gov-
ernor would have a hard time selling 
the governor’s ideas.” 

CJ asked Democratic leaders of 
the General Assembly and state Dem-
ocratic Party officials for comment. 
None responded.                            CJ
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UNC Health Care CEO Says Single-Payer Plan Most Efficient
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By Sara BurroWS
Contributor

RALEIGH

UNC Health Care CEO Dr. Bill 
Roper leaves little doubt when 
discussing his preferred means 

of financing health services in the 
United States: a single-payer system 
funded by taxes that would guarantee 
coverage for all Americans. 

But he also acknowledges that 
large government programs are un-
wieldy and bureaucratic. A single-pay-
er system might lead to rationing of 
medical services, which he says Ameri-
cans may not be willing to accept.

On a May 28 broadcast of the 
syndicated public radio program “The 
People’s Pharmacy,” Roper said the 
current U.S. health care system re-
quires hospitals to charge people who 
can pay more money to compensate 
for those who can’t pay.  

He said “a more sensible ap-
proach” would be to set up “one insur-
ance scheme for everybody and charge 
premiums to people who could afford 
to pay it, and a sliding scale for those 
who couldn’t, and then [provide] sub-
sidies for those at the bottom of the 
scale, and then collect the money and 
pay the bills. … That works in other 
countries.”

Co-host Joe 
Graedon noted 
that the system 
Roper was advo-
cating sounded 
“ s u s p i c i o u s l y ” 
like a single-payer 
system, and Roper 
confirmed that 
was what he was 
describing, and 
that “if I were the 
czar of that kind 
of system, I’d be 
comfortable with it.”

But Roper also acknowledged 
that there are problems with large, 
government-run programs. So at a 
Dec. 11 hearing of the Joint Legislative 
Oversight Committee on Health and 
Human Services, Roper suggested the 
most palatable way to improve the U.S. 
health care system is through the sorts 
of incremental expansions of coverage 
included  in the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, aka Obamacare.

Roper educated state legislators 
about what he called five “myths” of 
health care at a meeting discussing the 
future of the U.S. medical system. 

Among the so-called myths he 

attempted to de-
bunk was the no-
tion that “the 
American health 
care system is the 
best in the world,” 
and President 
Obama’s promise 
that “if you like 
your health care the 
way it is, nothing 
about it will need to 
change.”

Roper, who 
formerly served 
under Republican 
presidents as head 
of the Health Care 
Financing Admin-
istration and the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, argued that, 
on average, Americans have worse 
health care outcomes than people in 
many other countries, that care is too 
expensive and not of high quality, and 
that too many Americans go without it. 

He also said, despite Obama’s 
promises to the contrary, in order for 
America’s new universal health care 
system to work, current health insur-
ance plans would need to change, even 
if people liked the way they work now.

Problems
Roper said the uninsured aren’t 

getting all the care they need and 
that, in the end, that is a “huge cost” 
to American taxpayers because when 

people wait too 
long to seek care 
they end up with 
“worse illnesses 
and worse out-
comes.”

Dr. Andrew 
Foy, a cardiology 
fellow at the Penn 
S t a t e - H e r s h e y 
University Medi-
cal Center and a 
contributor to the 
Ludwig von Mises 
Institute’s website 
(mises.org), rejects 

the idea that taxpayers should pay for 
“preventative” care to save money on 
indigent visits to emergency depart-
ments or operating rooms.  

“It sounds good, but the data 
… suggests the opposite — with few 
exceptions, paying for health mainte-
nance upstream simply increases costs 
upstream without significantly im-
pacting health downstream,” he wrote 
in an article for the site.

Roper also argued that Ameri-
cans, as a whole, spend too much on 
health care, noting that 17 percent of 
the national economy is devoted to 
health care. He said there could be no 
meaningful health care reform with 

out the imposition 
of “cost controls.”

Foy agrees 
that the health care 
costs are spiraling 
out of control, but 
blames govern-
ment intervention 
for the problem 
and argues that 
more government 
intervention is not 
the solution. 

“Prior to the 
advent of Medi-
care and Medicaid, 
individuals paid 
for the majority of 
medical goods and 
services out of their 
own pocket and 

utilized health insurance as a rational 
tool for mitigating financial risk posed 
by catastrophic events,” Foy wrote in 
another article. “During this time a real 
market existed for the vast majority of 
medical goods and services, and prices 
were reasonable.”

But after these government pro-
grams came into existence, private 
insurance companies also began cov-
ering health care “maintenance” to 
remain competitive, he said, causing 
third-party spending on routine medi-
cal services to increase and out-of-
pocket spending to fall.

The result, he wrote, is “consum-
ers now use many medical services that 
they would simply reject if they had 
to pay for them out of pocket — and 
truthfully, in most cases, they would be 
none the worse off for rejecting them.”

Solutions
The final myth Roper wanted to 

set straight was Obama’s claim that if 
people liked their health insurance pol-
icies the way they were, they wouldn’t 
need to change.

“We need to change lots of things 
about how health care is organized and 
financed and delivered if we’re going 
to have the ability to create the health 
care system I’m here calling for,” Rop-
er told the committee. 

On “The People’s Pharmacy,” 
he noted the political and philosophi-
cal challenges of implementing a truly 
universal financing system such as sin-
gle-payer. “The problem with that is it 
runs counter to our tradition of radical 
individualism and Americans having 
great distrust of major government 
programs,” Roper said.

“None of the reforms that Ameri-
cans would find reasonable will work 
unless most if not all of our population 
is in the system,” he continued. “Un-
less people can be compelled … and 
I’ll use the word compelled … to make 
plans and buy insurance ahead of time, 
then the only people who will buy it 
are those that have these chronic, se-
rious illnesses, or pre-existing condi-
tions.”

Foy said if one believes health 
care is a human right or “public good 
that should be regulated and allocated 
in such a way to assure a ‘just’ social 
distribution,” then single-payer prob-
ably is the most reasonable way to ac-
complish the goal.

“If, on the other hand, one be-
lieves that health care is a service, then 
it makes the most sense for the market 
to coordinate its allocation and distri-
bution to satisfy consumers’ wants,” 
Foy said. “This would be a true free 
market and this model does not exist 
anywhere in the developed world.” CJ

But he concedes
system would be 
hard to implement

Roper says
‘If I were the 
czar of that

kind of system,
I’d be comfortable

with it’

UNC Health Care CEO Dr. Bill Roper
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COMMENTARY

What’s In
A Word?

N.C. 26th in Latest Ranking
Of High School Graduation Rates

KRISTEN
BLAIR

In a world increasingly domi-
nated by technological short-
hand, it’s hard to imagine why 

students would need to know the 
meaning of an unwieldy word like 
“perspicacity.” Yet in the informa-
tion age, a good vocabulary is more 
important than ever. Navigating 
new platforms for communication 
requires savvy and discernment 
— even, some might say, a bit of 
perspicacity — but it also demands 
a deep understanding of word 
meanings and their context.

On a fundamental 
level, vocabulary is the 
key that unlocks reading 
comprehension, whether 
on a “printed page or a 
computer screen.” Such is 
the finding of a new gov-
ernment report detailing 
2009 and 2011 student vo-
cabulary performance on 
the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress. 
NAEP vocabulary results 
revealed “a consistent 
relationship between performance 
on vocabulary and performance 
on reading comprehension.” Thus, 
high achievers on NAEP vocabu-
lary led on reading comprehension, 
while poor performers in vocabu-
lary struggled with reading.  

In a press release accompany-
ing the test results, David Driscoll, 
chairman of the National Assess-
ment Governing Board (the group 
that oversees NAEP), noted, “With-
out a strong vocabulary, any child’s 
ability to read and to learn suffers 
dramatically.” The good news is 
that our weakest eighth-graders — 
those scoring at the 10th percentile 
— made small improvements in 
vocabulary achievement between 
2009 and 2011. But high achievers’ 
scores declined in both fourth and 
eighth grades — the two grade lev-
els evaluated nationwide. So there 
is work still to do. 

What can a child do to acquire 
a robust vocabulary? Read for fun. 
Reading and vocabulary form a 
circular relationship, so spending 
time on one positively influences 
the other. Pleasure reading not only 
influences vocabulary acquisition, 
it also affects school achievement. 
A 2010 study on children’s media 
habits from the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation found that “heavy readers” 

(kids who read one or more hours 
per day) “are substantially more 
likely to say they earn high grades 
than those who are light readers.” 

Unfortunately, books don’t 
command much of children’s lei-
sure time today. Although school-
age children spend more than seven 
hours daily with recreational media, 
only 38 minutes of this time is spent 
with print media, Kaiser’s data 
show. Digital kids aren’t compen-
sating for time lost to print with 
online articles: They devote just two 

minutes daily to reading 
news or magazines online. 

Surely we can lever-
age technology to pique 
kids’ interest in reading. A 
recent survey by Scholas-
tic found that 57 percent 
of 9- to 17-year-olds were 
eager to read an e-book. 
The key for parents and 
educators is to push real 
reading, whether in an 
electronic or physical 
book format. The 25 per-

cent of kids in Scholastic’s survey 
who thought texting was reading 
might not rejoice at putting down 
that cellphone and diving into lit-
erature. But their minds will be the 
better for it.  

For their part, schools “need 
to go beyond teaching word defi-
nitions,” said Brent Houston, an 
Oklahoma middle school principal 
and member of NAGB, at a webinar 
announcing the vocabulary results. 
Houston said he wants to “spend 
even more time teaching contextual 
clues, multiple meanings, ant-
onyms, and synonyms.”   

It may seem antiquated, but 
studying word etymology and Latin 
roots also is beneficial. As advocates 
of Latin instruction point out, much 
of the English language is derived 
from Latin. More schools are taking 
note: In 2012 some 136,000 students 
took the National Latin Exam, up 
from fewer than 80,000 in 1992.

Such students, along with avid 
readers everywhere, understand 
modern reality: Ours is a world 
saturated with words and informa-
tion. Far from being an anachro-
nism, a good vocabulary helps us 
make sense of it.                               CJ

Kristen Blair is a North Carolina 
Education Alliance fellow.

By Barry Smith
Associate Editor

RALEIGH 

North Carolina’s graduation 
rate ranks about in the middle 
of the pack in relation to other 

states around the country.
North Carolina is tied for 26th in 

what is called the cohort graduation 
rate. Educators and education policy 
analysts say that figure means more to-
day than it has before. That’s because 
nearly all the states have adopted the 
cohort graduation rate as a means of 
measuring what percentage of their 
students graduate.

The cohort graduation rate at a 
high school or in a state is the percent-
age of students 
who gradu-
ate within four 
years. The rate 
is adjusted to 
account for 
p o p u l a t i o n 
shifts, as well 
as to account 
for students 
who transfer 
from school to 
school.

“It’s not a perfect way of calculat-
ing graduation rates, but it’s much im-
proved,” said Terry Stoops, director of 
research and education studies at the 
John Locke Foundation.

Stoops credits the national No 
Child Left Behind program, a George 
W. Bush-era education initiative, for 
sparking the change to a more uniform 
way of measuring graduation rates.

“For all of its faults, the one posi-
tive requirement to come out of No 
Child Left Behind was the establish-
ment of a common graduation rate cal-
culation,” Stoops said.

North Carolina’s graduation rate 
is 78 percent, which put the Tar Heel 
State in a tie for 26th with Arizona and 
Delaware.

The rankings are for the 2010-11 
academic year.

Iowa is ranked first at 88 percent. 
The District of Columbia is last, or 
48th, at 59 percent. Three states, Idaho, 
Kentucky, and Oklahoma, were not 
ranked because they have not adopted 
the standardized cohort graduation 
rate.

North Carolina also is in the mid-
dle compared with neighboring states. 
Tennessee (tied for fourth at 86 per-
cent) and Virginia (tied for 19th at 82 
percent) had higher graduation rates 
than North Carolina. South Carolina 
(tied for 37th at 74 percent) and Geor-
gia (45th at 67 percent) had lower rates.

Stoops said there are a number 
of things to be gleaned from the cohort 

graduation ranking.
“Lesson No. 1 is that there is no 

relationship between per-pupil spend-
ing and graduation rates,” Stoops said. 
North Carolina spent $8,572 per stu-
dent.

Top-ranked Iowa spent $9,484 
per student, while a number of states 
ranking below Iowa spent more. Sec-
ond-place Vermont spent $17,447 per 
student, and third-place Wisconsin 
spent $11,787 per student.

New York, which spent $17,750 
per student, tied for 29th. New Jersey, 
which spent $17,717 per student, tied 
for 12th. 

The District of Columbia, which 
ranked last, spent $13,803 per student.

S t o o p s 
said he is con-
cerned about 
what gradu-
ating and ob-
taining a high 
school diploma 
actually rep-
resents, since 
a significant 
number of high 
school gradu-

ates entering the state’s community 
college system need to take remedial 
courses.

“Sixty-five percent of high school 
graduates that enroll in North Carolina 
community colleges immediately after 
graduation have to take one or more 
remedial courses,” Stoops said. “These 
remedial courses are math, reading, 
and English, so the basics.”

Stoops added, “You would sus-
pect that those who graduate from 
high school that don’t go on to higher 
education also lack the basic skills of 
reading, writing. and math.”

“It shows just how meaningless 
a high school diploma is,” Stoops said. 
“A high school diploma doesn’t indi-
cate mastery of the basics. It’s clear 
from those remediation rates that a 
high school diploma doesn’t indicate 
any mastery of skills or knowledge.”

Stoops went on to make some rec-
ommendations for reforms, as a means 
of reducing the number of graduates 
who need remedial courses.

“We need to raise standards in 
North Carolina, and hold students to 
high standards throughout their aca-
demic career,” Stoops said. “We need 
to identify struggling students early 
and ensure that they’re getting the ed-
ucation they need.”

Stoops said if students aren’t get-
ting the needed instruction in their as-
signed public schools, the state needs 
to give families the option of seeking 
out a different institution for their chil-
dren.                                              CJ
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New Republican Leaders May Expand Virtual Charter Education
By Dan E. Way
Associate Editor

RALEIGH

Virtual charter schools and oth-
er distance-learning options 
would be unshackled from the 

legal-political bind in which they re-
main idled if Lt. Gov.-elect Dan Forest 
has his way.

 “Virtual charter schools should 
be back on the table for discussion, but 
online education of all types should be 
looked at,” Forest said.

As lieutenant governor, he will 
sit on the State Board of Education, 
which sets policy for K-12 education 
throughout the state, and chair the 
30-member eLearning Commission, 
which explores ways to connect stu-
dents to online learning opportunities.

“There haven’t been any formal 
discussions” about virtual education 
with Gov.-elect Pat McCrory, said For-
est, who, like McCrory, is a Republi-
can. McCrory will be sworn in Jan. 5, 
and Forest will begin presiding over 
the Senate on Jan. 9, after which he ex-
pects discussions to get more detailed.

As it stands, virtual charter 
schools are mired in litigation. Last 
year, State Board of Education Chair-
man Bill Harrison unilaterally decided 
the state would not accept applications 
for virtual charter schools until more 
study could be done, policies created, 
and funding found. The case involved 
NC Learns, a proposed nonprofit digi-
tal learning school in Cabarrus County. 

 An administrative law judge sid-
ed with the Cabarrus County school 
district plaintiffs against Harrison. But 
Wake County Superior Court Judge 
Abraham Penn Jones overturned the 
administrative law judge’s decision 
and sided with Harrison, saying Har-
rison’s action could be considered a 
board decision. That ruling is now on 
appeal. 

 “We need to break some monop-
olies that have been held by the teach-
ers unions and the state school board 
in terms of calling all the shots, and 
allowing parents to have more say” in 
their children’s educational choices, 
Forest said. 

Eddie Goodall, executive director 
of the North Carolina Public Charter 
Schools Association, advocates for ex-
pansion of online education as part of 
a balanced school choice menu. 

The state Department of Public 
Instruction’s North Carolina Virtual 
Public School provides nearly all on-
line K-12 classes in the state. DPI op-
erates the nation’s second-largest state 
online learning system. But it is tightly 
regulated, and enrollment is limited.

 Goodall said the state’s charter 
school organizations have gotten little 
information from state officials about 
how virtual charter schools would be 
integrated into the existing framework. 

“That deserves a very broad dis-
cussion in our state,” Goodall said, 
“with everybody impacted having a 

part of that discussion, including … 
existing schools.”

He said NC Learns was too aloof 
in setting up operations in the state last 
year, and that approach should not be 
repeated.

“Nobody knew who they were. 
They didn’t come to the charter com-
munity and say, ‘Hey, we’d like to 
share your children,’” Goodall said. “I 
would encourage virtual school ven-
dors, when they come to our state, to be 
part of the broader education scene.” 

Prospective charter schools that 
hope to open in 2014 must file applica-
tions with the state by Jan. 4. Goodall 
worried that some applicants were un-
aware of the early deadline and would 
miss out. 

 As of Dec. 18, 19 letters of intent 
were submitted by charter organiza-
tions for the 2014-15 school year. More 
than 60 applications for the 2013-14 
school year were submitted last year 
after the new Republican-led legisla-
ture lifted the longstanding 100-school 
cap on charters. 

“I don’t think we’ll come close 
to that number” in this next round, 
Goodall said.

However, he said, several char-
ter letters of intent should be submit-
ted for a “blended school” that offers 
classroom instruction complemented 
by online courses.

 “I don’t know of anyone who’s 
going to file an application for a totally 
[virtual] K-12 school where they didn’t 
have a fixed site,” he said.

Goodall also plans to discuss 
with legislative leaders the possibility 
of creating a separate category for vir-
tual schools. “I think [virtual schools] 
are falling under the charter school 
umbrella out of convenience,” Goodall 
said.

Terry Stoops, director of research 
and education studies at the John 
Locke Foundation, believes virtual 
charter school activity will remain in 

limbo until the NC Learns legal mat-
ter is resolved. Operators are unlikely 
to move into the state while legal and 
political barriers exist, he said.

Until then, the N.C. Virtual Pub-
lic School will remain the main player, 
he said, although its supply of online 
courses already is outstripped by de-
mand. 

 “That to me suggests that there 
is an additional need for other virtual 
school options,” Stoops said. 

“We’re not talking about a huge 
market share. We’re talking about a 
small number of students taking a 
blended model mainly to get a supple-
mental education from their school 
district,” Stoops said. 

 Students take online courses for 
a variety of reasons. Some are young 
parents. Others may need to work to 
support their families. Some may be 

victims of bullying or have medical 
conditions that make traditional school 
challenging, and still others may live 
in small or rural districts that do not 
offer the curriculum they desire.

One hurdle virtual charter school 
education would face is trying to please 
all the entrenched interests, “and that 
means there will be an attempt to con-
struct regulations and rules … that will 
limit the amount of courses it offers 
and students it enrolls,” Stoops said. 

The State Board of Education will 
resist virtual charter education “for as 
long as [it] can because it brings choice 
to every student in the state regard-
less of where they live, and as a result 
it also diverts funding from the tradi-
tional public school system to the vir-
tual charter school,” Stoops said. 

“So the resistance to the idea is 
originating from the traditional public 
schools and the advocacy groups that 
support them, the North Carolina As-
sociation of Educators, North Carolina 
School Boards Association, and their 
ilk,” he said. 

Several members of the charter 
school advisory group that reviews 
applications and makes recommenda-
tions on behalf of the State Board of 
Education “are not warm to the idea 
of virtual charter schools, so I don’t ex-
pect the advisory group to come to a 
consensus as to how to implement vir-
tual charter schools,” he said.

If the state board does not create a 
policy outlining membership responsi-
bilities and duties of the advisory com-
mittee, McCrory could seek a statutory 
change through the General Assembly 
to codify those rules. 

“I don’t think that the legislature 
has a whole lot of interest in tinker-
ing with the charter school statute,” 
Stoops said.                                         CJ

Incoming Republican leaders believe that virtual charter schools and distance-
learning options, which have been mired in litigation, should be a serious issue for 
discussion in the coming year.  
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N.C. Democrats Push Gun Control in Wake of Newtown
By Sara BurroWS
Contributor

RALEIGH

Three Democratic members of  
North Carolina’s 15-member 
congressional delegation have 

joined President Obama in calling for 
more gun control as a means of pre-
venting a mass shooting like the one 
Dec. 14 at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Connecticut. 

Meanwhile, three Republican 
lawmakers have said they will not sup-
port additional gun control measures, 
while the other seven Republicans and 
Democrats Kay Hagan and Mike Mc-
Intyre have not made their positions 
clear. 

One of the most outspoken Dem-
ocrats, 4th District Rep. David Price, 
wants to reinstate an assault weapons 
ban, prohibit large-capacity ammuni-
tion clips, and close the so-called gun 
show “loophole” that 33 states have, 
which allows people to buy guns at 
gun shows without a background 
check. 

Meanwhile, Grassroots North 
Carolina, a gun-rights advocacy group, 
says more guns, not fewer, are needed 
to prevent mass shootings, and will be 
pushing for legislation to arm teachers 
when the General Assembly goes back 
into session this month. 

Survey
Carolina Journal asked North 

Carolina’s 13 U.S. House members 
and two senators whether they would 
support new gun control legislation in 
response to the recent shooting. Spe-
cifically, they were asked about three 
proposals President Obama recently 
said he’d like Congress to consider:

1. Banning assault weapons.
2. Restricting high capacity am-

munition clips.
3. Closing the gun show “loop-

hole” in every jurisdiction nationwide.
For those who did not respond, 

CJ cited public comments they had 
made after the Sandy Hook killings.

Supporting more gun control
• Rep. G. K. Butterfield, D-1st 

District
“I support the constitutional 

right of Americans to bear arms. How-
ever, in these modern times, I believe 
Congress should enact responsible gun 
laws that would limit the prolifera-
tion of assault rifles and high-capacity 
magazines.”

• Rep. David Price, D-4th Dis-
trict

“Rep. Price has called for rein-
stating the assault weapons ban to get 
military-style weapons off our streets. 
In the current Congress, he’s also sup-
ported measures to close the gun show 
loophole, strengthen the background 
check process, and ban large-capacity 

ammunition clips.”— Press Secretary 
Andrew High

• Rep. Mel Watt, D-12th District
“I would say first of all that I fully 

support the approach and discussion 
the president had last night,” WRAL- 
quoted Watt as saying. “The Supreme-
TV Court has basically elevated the 
Second Amendment to the place where 
the First Amendment is elevated.”

Opposing more gun control
• Rep. Howard Coble, R-6th 

District
Coble said he would not support 

any of the president’s three gun control 
proposals.

“Unfortunately, banning assault 
weapons, limiting high-capacity clips, 
or requiring background checks at gun 
shows will not reduce gun violence,” 
he added. “If these restrictions are en-
acted, assault weapons, many of which 
are made overseas, will still be avail-
able; criminals will continue to use 
firearms with high- or low-capacity 
clips; and the black market for firearms 
will flourish.”

• Rep.-elect Richard Hudson, 
R-8th District

“There are no easy answers, and I 
do not support new restrictions on our 
constitutional freedoms to solve this 
complex societal problem.”

• Rep.-elect George Holding, 
R-13th District

“It would be reassuring to believe 
a government program could cure vio-
lence, but governments have been try-
ing — and failing — for a long time.”

“When tragedies like this hap-
pen, it’s natural to want to find a cure 
— quick. This may be the least popular 
time to say gun control is not the an-
swer — but it’s not.” 

Position unclear
• Sen. Richard Burr, R
“This horrendous event high-

lights the need to provide care and 
treatment for mentally ill and unstable 
individuals and continue to work to 
keep guns out of the hands of danger-
ous individuals.” 

• Sen. Kay Hagan, D
“We need a common-sense de-

bate on a comprehensive approach 
that looks at access to guns, including 
laws that may have already been on 
the books, access to mental health care, 
and violent video games. In the com-
ing months I will review any proposals 
with an open mind, ensuring that they 
will improve the safety of our commu-
nities without restricting the rights of 
responsible gun owners as guaranteed 
by the Second Amendment.”

• Rep. Renee Ellmers, R-2nd 
District

“This must continue to remain 
our mission — to protect our citizens 
and seek and rectify the root causes 
of these evil acts, rather than focusing 
on means by which they are accom-
plished.”

• Rep. Walter Jones, R-3rd Dis-
trict

“As the funerals begin ... for those 
killed last Friday, Congressman Jones 
feels that there will be plenty of time to 
argue the politics and constitutionality 
of gun laws, but right now we need to 
stay focused on keeping those affected 
by this tragedy in our thoughts and 
prayers.” 

• Rep. Virginia Foxx, R-5th Dis-
trict

“In the wake of devastating trag-
edies, well-meaning people always 
feel compelled to do something. But 
whatever we do must not usurp the 
deliberative process put in place by 

our founders or subvert our Constitu-
tion,” Foxx said. “We don’t weigh in on 
hypothetical legislation, but the con-
gresswoman’s support for the Second 
Amendment is well-documented,” 
spokeswoman Erika Perryman added.

• Rep. Mike McIntyre, D-7th 
District 

McIntyre gave the following re-
sponse to WRAL:

“Our nation needs to have a na-
tional dialogue to discuss the culture 
of violence that has become so preva-
lent in our society and whether we are 
doing all we can to protect our citi-
zens while also protecting our Second 
Amendment rights.”

• Rep.-elect Robert Pittenger, 
R-9th District

“Representative-elect Pittenger 
understands these are complex issues 
with no easy answers,” spokesman 
Brian Mullis said. “He intends to fully 
explore options to address the prob-
lem.”  

• Rep. Patrick McHenry, R-10th 
District

“Let’s respect the families and 
give them time to grieve before jump-
ing into heated political debates.”

• Rep.-elect Mark Meadows,R-
11th District

Meadows did not respond to 
phone or email messages. 

Arming teachers
While Obama is trying to con-

vince Congress the latest elementary 
school massacre is evidence that a 
crackdown on guns is essential, the 
president of Grassroots North Caro-
lina argues the shooting highlights the 
need for making them more available, 
especially to teachers. 

GRNC President Paul Valone 
argues that the teachers should have 
had something other than their bodies 
to put between the gunman and their 
students. 

School shootings have increased 
fivefold since the Gun-Free School 
Zones Act passed in 1996, Valone said. 

When Congress passed the 
law — which prohibited guns within 
1,000 feet of a school — “it created an 
awareness that these were areas where 
people were disarmed,” Valone said. 
“Essentially what they did was create 
kill zones, which attract violent preda-
tors.”

As soon as the General Assembly 
convenes Jan. 9, he said his group will 
push for legislation enabling teachers 
and other concealed handgun permit-
holders to protect students on the 
state’s campuses.

To support his campaign, Valone 
points to the research of John Lott, au-
thor of More Guns, Less Crime, which 
shows that multiple-victim public 
shootings are much less likely to hap-
pen in places where people are al-
lowed to carry concealed handguns.  CJ

President Obama and several North Carolina Democratic members of Congress 
are targeting so-called “assault weapons,” high-capacity ammunition clips, and the 
ability of gun show dealers to sell without prior background checks. (CJ photo by 
Don Carrington)
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Town and County Food Trucks Still Not Free of Restaurant Ties
Matthews zoning decision

The state’s second-highest 
court in November ruled against 
Matthews in its attempts to shut 
down a medical waste incinera-
tion facility operated by MNC 
Holdings. 

In 2009, the state adopted 
new air quality standards that 
would go into effect in 2014. Mat-
thews got the Mecklenburg Coun-
ty Air Quality Division to move 
to October 2012 the date the new 
rules would affect MNC. 

Matthews had annexed the 
incinerator in 1991 and at the time 
changed the property’s zoning 
from heavy industrial to single-
family residential. When MNC 
sought permission from the town 
to make the changes to its inciner-
ator necessary to comply with the 
2012 air-quality rules, it needed 
a zoning variance from the town, 
and the zoning board refused to 
issue one.

MNC sued. After a Superior 
Court judge ruled for the compa-
ny, Matthews brought the matter 
before the N.C. Court of Appeals, 
which sided with the company.

Matthews’ zoning ordinance 
states, “no structural alterations 
are allowed to any structure con-
taining a nonconforming use ex-
cept for those required by law or 
an order from the office or agent 
authorized by the Board of Com-
missioners to issue building per-
mits to ensure the safety of the 
structure.”

The town took this to mean 
that the only changes allowed 
would be those that are needed to 
ensure the safety of the building 
itself — and as air quality regu-
lations have nothing to do with 
the safety of the structure, MNC 
should not be allowed to make the 
necessary changes to comply with 
the new regulations.

The Court of Appeals did 
not agree with this argument.

 “The intent of the statute is 
to allow property owners to make 
alterations when such alterations 
are ‘required by law,’” wrote 
Judge Robert Hunter Jr. for the ap-
peals court.

Citing a 1932 N.C. Supreme 
Court decision, Hunter contin-
ued, “’Zoning ordinances are in 
derogation of the right of private 
property, and, where exemptions 
appear in favor of the property 
owner, they should be liberally 
construed in favor of such owner.’ 
Our Supreme Court has observed 
that this is especially true when 
property owners are required by 
law to make alterations to their 
property.”                           CJ

By Sara BurroWS
Contributor

RALEIGH

Five months after state lawmakers 
passed a law freeing food truck 
owners from a regulation requir-

ing them to rent space in a restaurant 
or commissary, no food truck operator 
has taken advantage of it.

The Mobile Food Vendors Asso-
ciation, a membership and advocacy 
organization, said most don’t know 
about the new law, and the few who 
do have been thwarted by their local 
health departments.

Before Republican lawmakers 
negated the “commissary rule” last 
summer as part of a larger regulatory 
reform law, food truck owners were 
required to rent space in a restaurant 
or commercial kitchen to prepare and 
store their food and to wash and store 
their supplies. 

Pastor Michael King of Salisbury 
challenged the rule as unnecessary and 
anti-competitive. He argued that his 
food truck — the first of many he plans 
to build as part of a ministry creating 
jobs for the homeless — was equipped 
with everything it needed to operate, 
including a commercial refrigerator, 
food-prep counters, deep fryers, a grill, 
storage space for dry food, dishes and 
utensils, a three-compartment sink for 
dishwashing, and a handwashing sink. 
Renting space in a restaurant to accom-
plish these purposes would be redun-
dant and cost-prohibitive, he said. 

Republican state Reps. Paul 
“Skip” Stam of Wake County and Pat 
McElraft of Carteret County agreed 
and added a provision to the regula-
tory reform law essentially exempting 
food trucks from the regulation if they 
met “all the sanitation requirements” 
of a commercial kitchen or commis-
sary.

King and a few other food truck 
vendors inquired about having their 
trucks inspected as commissaries. Not 
so fast, they were told. To meet all the 
requirements of a commissary, their 
trucks would need bathroom facilities 
and grease traps, among other things, 
according to at least one health official. 

Those two items would be ex-
tremely expensive and nearly impos-
sible to install, according to the Mobile 
Food Vendors Association. 

Toilet on a truck?
After receiving inquiries about 

the new law, Robert Thomason, a board 
member of the Mobile Food Vendors 
Association, called Regional Environ-
mental Health Specialist Carolyn Grif-
fin — an employee of the state Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, 
Division of Public Health, Food Protec-
tion Program — asking what vendors 
needed to do to get their trucks ap-
proved as mobile commissaries.

Thomason said Griffin told him 
the law’s language required food 

trucks to have toilets and grease traps. 
Griffin also said state health officials 
were working with the attorney gener-
al’s office to figure out how they were 
supposed to apply the law. 

When Thomason asked Griffin 
what he should tell food truck opera-
tors in the meantime, she said hold off 
until they get things straightened out 
with the attorney general’s office. 

Griffin’s boss, Larry Michael, 
head of the Food Protection Program, 
said his office is working on a set of 
guidelines to help health inspectors 
evaluate whether a food truck can op-
erate without being attached to a brick-
and-mortar kitchen. 

While Michael says there are no 
plans to require toilets or grease traps 
on the trucks, the draft guidelines 
make no mention of them, and that 
makes Thomason nervous. 

“I know the health inspectors, 
and I know how they operate,” Thom-
ason said. “If you don’t spell it out in 
black and white, then they’ll mix in 
the bathroom. They’ll say, ‘You’re not 
a commissary because you don’t have 
a bathroom, or you don’t have a grease 
trap,’ or whatever.”

He said it’s possible to put a 
grease trap on a truck, “but it’s not 
practical or necessary. You’d have to 
set up a whole pressurized system, and 
it would be very expensive.”

Instead, Thomason said, the 
health department could require the 
vendors to prove they have an ap-
proved site to dump their wastewater, 
whether it’s a restaurant, commissary, 
car wash, truck stop, or RV park, all of 
which have filters to catch grease and 
other debris in their sewage pipes. 

King maintains that his truck 
doesn’t produce any more grease than 
he does in his home kitchen, and that it 
shouldn’t matter where he disposes of 
his wastewater. 

Open to interpretation
Thomason also worries that the 

draft guidelines are vague. For exam-

ple, the guidelines say a truck should 
have adequate “storage for all food 
supplies, utensils, equipment, and em-
ployee belongings.”

“It’s hard to say what is storage 
and how much do you need,” Thoma-
son said. “And what are you talking 
about when you say employee belong-
ings? Are you talking about for their 
pocketbooks? If they pull up to a site 
near the truck, who cares if they leave 
their coat in their car?”

Another guideline says along 
with handwashing and ware-wash-
ing facilities, the trucks should have 
“cleaning facilities, maintenance tools, 
and related supplies.” 

Thomason doesn’t see why 
trucks can’t be washed at a car wash or 
in a home driveway.

And while the definition of 
“maintenance tools” is unclear, Thom-
ason pointed out they are not required 
in a brick-and-mortar commissary. 
“[Inspectors] don’t walk in and say, 
‘Where are your screwdrivers?’”

Michael said his office would 
work with local health inspectors to 
permit trucks as commissaries on a 
“case-by-case” basis. 

“They can’t approve the trucks 
on a case-by-case basis,” Thomason 
said. “These people are getting ready 
to buy a $30,000 truck or build one. 
They need to know exactly what’s ex-
pected of them.”

Without detailed guidelines and 
examples of what kind of equipment 
is acceptable and what isn’t, whether 
or not a truck is permitted is left to the 
health inspectors’ “best professional 
judgment,” he said. Thomason has had 
to deal with several health inspectors 
whose “best professional judgment” 
almost put street food vendors out of 
business for having the “wrong” kind 
of sneeze guard or the “wrong” brand 
of push cart.

Thomason said he and King will 
offer Michael advice for fine-tuning the 
guidelines before they are finalized. CJ

State health officials have said food trucks are required to have toilets and grease 
traps, very expensive items. (CJ file photo)
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COMMENTARY

Negotiating Poorly
With The Big Cat

Mecklenburg May Have to Redo
2011 Property Tax Revaluation

Cherokee

Currituck

to

Government is a different 
animal from a business. But 
that doesn’t mean city and 

county governments can’t benefit 
from applying some basic busi-
ness practices to how they operate. 
The city of Charlotte’s attempts to 
negotiate with the NFL’s Carolina 
Panthers over stadium improve-
ments offer a perfect example of 
ignoring business basics.

The Panthers moved into their 
current home at what 
is now called Bank of 
America Stadium in 1996. 
A 16-year-old venue that’s 
undergone few renova-
tions is almost ancient 
by NFL standards. The 
Panthers are well aware 
of this and are planning a 
stadium refit. 

The team has said 
little about what that 
might involve, though, 
beyond the latest-gen-
eration scoreboards and, perhaps, 
escalators to the upper level of the 
stadium. Adding a dome appar-
ently is not envisioned. And no cost 
estimate has been released.

This general lack of detail 
hasn’t stopped many Charlotte 
leaders from freaking out and offer-
ing to help pay for improvements at 
the privately owned stadium. 

There are 32 teams in the NFL. 
None plays in Los Angeles, a fact 
that’s not lost on the Queen City’s 
movers and shakers. Charlotte 
Chamber President Bob Morgan 
told the Charlotte Business Journal 
that he was quite concerned that the 
Panthers might move out west.

“That reality scares the hell 
out of me,” he said. “It’s sobering.”

Among the things Morgan and 
others find frightening is that the 
Panthers own their own stadium. 
There is no lease tying the team to 
Charlotte. This view is odd. Since 
the Panthers own the stadium, they 
are less likely to leave town — to 
move would render an expensive 
asset essentially worthless while the 
team would continue to be on the 
hook for property taxes.

The city, meanwhile, has taken 
this fear to the next level. In Octo-
ber, Charlotte City Council voted 
for city staff to see how much public 
money the Panthers wanted toward 

the upgrades. 
And the council wants more 

than information on how big a 
check the city should write the 
Panthers. Primary team owner 
Jerry Richardson is 76 and has 
had a heart transplant.  He has not 
announced what will happen to 
the franchise after he is no longer 
capable of running it.

“What’s he going to do with 
the team?” The Charlotte Observer 

quoted council member 
Claire Fallon as asking. 
“We need to know about 
the succession plan. I 
think it’s smart business 
for the council to look 
ahead.”

This is lame-brained 
reasoning. Negotiating is 
a game, which the city is 
playing poorly. In a pro-
cess placing great value on 
information, it’s generally 
best not to make the first 

offer. Charlotte City Council has let 
the Panthers know it’s negotiating 
out of fear and is willing to spend a 
lot of money before knowing what 
it might be asked to pay for.

Succession plans for privately 
owned businesses are none of the 
government’s concern. And in any 
case, city leaders don’t need to 
know the succession plan. It could 
change tomorrow. Or next year. Or 
the day after upgrades are com-
plete. More importantly, any suc-
cession problems are most likely to 
emerge after a succession occurred 
— when personality conflicts, 
divided loyalties, distracted man-
agement, or a desire to move would 
play out. 

The majority of city council 
members are seeking assurances 
where none can exist. In doing so, 
Fallon and friends are demonstrat-
ing a lack of confidence that Char-
lotte is viable as an NFL market, 
further undermining the city’s 
negotiating position.

A private business that consis-
tently engaged in such poor negoti-
ating practices likely would go bust. 
Cities can’t go out of business, but 
their mistakes can cost their resi-
dents dearly.                                      CJ

Michael Lowrey is an associate 
editor of Carolina Journal.

MICHAEL
LOWREY

By miChaEl loWrEy
Associate Editor

RALEIGH

Mecklenburg County commis-
sioners are backing away 
from redoing their contro-

versial 2011 property tax revaluation. 
The problem, as The Charlotte Observer 
reports, is that the state constitution 
likely would prohibit such a move.

After widespread public criticism 
of the property values the county had 
calculated for rapidly growing areas, 
the county hired an appraisal firm to 
review its work. The company found 
that errors were common throughout 
a random sample of the county it sur-
veyed, height-
ening pressure 
for Mecklenburg 
to reset prop-
erty values and 
refund money 
to those over-
charged.

 “A con-
servative read-
ing of the [con-
stitution] says 
that resetting tax values back to 2011 
would be unconstitutional,” said Chris 
McLaughlin of the UNC School of 
Government. 

McLaughlin thinks such a reset 
would fall under the constitution’s 
“classification clause,” which gives 
the General Assembly the authority to 
“classify property for taxation, which 
power shall be exercised only on a 
statewide basis.” Such action would 
have to be applied equally to “every 
county, city, and town” across the state.

“You can’t have special rules for 
special counties,” McLaughlin says.

McLaughlin admits that this is-
sue has not been addressed in the 
state’s courts. Neither he nor David 
Baker of the local government division 
of the N.C. Department of Revenue is 
aware of any county hiring an apprais-
al firm to review a revaluation.

What Mecklenburg County can 
do, in any case, is a new revaluation.

 “It’s important to remember 
Mecklenburg County can revalue 
properties at any point … but it’s a 
problem [it] can solve only going for-
ward,” McLaughlin said.

Wake Red Route redux
A controversial possible route 

for Raleigh’s Outer Loop may soon be 
on the table again, reports the Raleigh 
News & Observer. Federal officials have 
indicated that they won’t help fund an 
extension of the Interstate 540 Outer 
Loop from Holly Springs to Interstate 
40 unless the state studies a route 
through Garner.

The so-called Red Route is ex-
tremely unpopular with Garner offi-
cials and residents, as it would require 

the bulldozing of many homes, busi-
ness, and churches. They would pre-
fer routing the loop south of the town. 
While this “Orange Route” would take 
fewer houses, it also would have ad-
verse impacts on wetlands where the 
endangered dwarf wedge mussel is 
found.

In 2011, the General Assembly 
responded to these local concerns by 
passing a law prohibiting the N.C. 
Department of Transportation from 
studying the Red Route. In Decem-
ber, federal officials informed the state 
that it can’t fund the highway without 
considering both the Red and Orange 
routes.

“We just 
don’t see any 
way for them to 
comply with fed-
eral law while 
the state law is 
in place,” said 
Kym Hunter, 
a Chapel Hill-
based lawyer 
for the Southern 
Environmental 

Law Center. “It didn’t just prohibit the 
route, it prohibited studying the route. 
So I think state law maybe overreached 
a little bit here.”

Responding to the federal action, 
the Capital Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization has voted to ask the 
legislature to repeal the law.

Industrial park failure
Cumberland County officials 

may abandon the Cedar Creek Busi-
ness Center. Despite being around for 
six years, the business park has yet to 
attract any tenants, says the Fayetteville 
Observer.

The county bought the 485-acre 
park near Interstate 95 for about $2 
million.  Though it’s a certified indus-
trial site, and has an extremely high 
cost per acre for the region, the park is 
not “shovel-ready.”

A key consideration in attract-
ing manufacturers is the availability 
of three-phase industrial power, some-
thing Cedar Creek lacks. Adding it 
could cost $3 million, with costs split 
between the power company, a future 
tenant (should one ever come), and 
perhaps the county.

“Having three-phase power 
seemed to be a prerequisite for most 
industrial parks or at least serious in-
dustrial parks that were looking to at-
tract manufacturing,” noted Jason Jol-
ley, research director for the Carolina 
Center for Competitive Economies at 
UNC-Chapel Hill.

Then there’s the matter of the 
price of land at Cedar Creek, which 
at $25,000 per acre is easily the high-
est of 11 industrial parks in the 
Fayetteville area.                       CJ
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Visit our Triangle regional page

The John Locke Foundation | 200 W. Morgan St., Raleigh, NC 27601 | 919-828-3876

The John Locke Foundation
has five regional Web sites span-
ning the state from the mountains 
to the sea.

The Triangle regional page in-
cludes news, policy reports and 
research of interest to people 
in the Research Triangle area.

It also features the blog Right 
Angles, featuring commentary 
on issues confronting Triangle 
residents.

http://triangle.johnlocke.org

Court: 2nd Amendment Doesn’t Apply to Concealed Weapons

Stay in the know with the JLF blogs
Visit our family of weblogs for immediate analysis and commentary on issues great and small

The Locker Room is the blog on the main JLF Web site. All JLF employees and many friends of the 
foundation post on this site every day: http://www.johnlocke.org/lockerroom/

The Meck Deck is the JLF’s blog in Charlotte. Michael Lowrey blogs on this site and has made it a must-
read for anyone interested in issues in the Queen City: http://charlotte.johnlocke.org/blog/

Squall Lines is the JLF’s blog in Wilmington. Chad Adams and a few coastal friends keep folks on the 
coast updated on issues facing that region of the state: http://wilmington.johnlocke.org/blog/

The John Locke Foundation, 200 W. Morgan St., Raleigh, NC 27601  |  919-828-3876

Piedmont Publius is the JLF’s blog in the Triad. Greensboro blogger and writer Sam A. Hieb mans the 
controls to keeps citizens updated on issues in the Triad: http://triad.johnlocke.org/blog/

The Wild West is the JLF’s blog in Western North Carolina. Asheville’s Leslee Kulba blogs in this site, 
designed to keep track of issues in the mountains of N.C.: http://western.johnlocke.org/blog/

Right Angles is the JLF’s blog in the Triangle. Several JLF staffers blog on this site to keep folks in Dur-
ham, Raleigh, and Chapel Hill up to date on the latest info: http://triangle.johnlocke.org/blog/

The North Carolina Courts

By miChaEl loWrEy
Associate Editor

RALEIGH

Though the U.S. Supreme Court 
has recognized the right of in-
dividual citizens to possess fire-

arms under the Second Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, the N.C. Court of 
Appeals says this right does not cover 
concealed weapons. North Carolina is 
not the only state to reach this conclu-
sion. Appellate courts in Kansas and 
California also have held that the Su-
preme Court’s 2008 District of Columbia 
v. Heller decision does not establish a 
right to carry a concealed weapon.

In January 2011, Justin Kelly 
submitted an application to renew his 
North Carolina concealed handgun 
permit. Kelly had to answer a num-
ber of questions, 
including one he 
had responded to 
five years earlier 
when he originally 
applied for a per-
mit: “Have you 
ever been adju-
dicated guilty … 
for one or more 
crimes of violence 
constituting a mis-
demeanor, includ-
ing” a series of 
criminal offenses listed on the form.

Kelly checked “no,” as he had 
done on his original application. This 
was incorrect, however. In May 2001, 
he had been convicted of assault on a 
female, one of the crimes state law says 
disqualifies an applicant from being 
issued a concealed handgun permit. 
Though the Gaston County Sheriff’s 
Department didn’t discover the con-
viction when Kelly applied the first 

time, it did when he sought a renewal 
and rejected the application. 

Kelly sued, a District Court judge 
ruled against him, and he brought the 
matter before the state’s second-high-
est court. On appeal, Kelly contended 
that his fundamental right to bear 
arms was violated 
when the sher-
iff’s department 
refused to issue a 
concealed weap-
ons permit. His 
appeal cites the 
Second Amend-
ment: “A well 
regulated militia 
being necessary 
to the security of 
a free state, the 

right of the people 
to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be 
infringed.”

In the Heller 
ruling, the U.S. 
Supreme Court 
struck down the 
District of Co-
lumbia’s ban on 
the possession of 
handguns in an in-
dividual’s home. 
The justices held 

that the Second Amendment guaran-
teed the “pre-existing” “individual 
right to possess and carry weapons in 
case of confrontation.”

Kelly argued that the holding 
in Heller should extend to the right to 
carry and conceal a handgun outside 
the home. The Court of Appeals did 
not agree.

“In the instant case, petitioner 
was denied a concealed handgun 

permit pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
14-415.12 because of his previous con-
viction of assault on a female,” wrote 
Judge Ann Marie Calabria for the ap-
peals court.

“While courts have consistent-
ly held that the Second Amendment 

protects an indi-
vidual’s right to 
possess a weapon, 
courts have also 
found that the 
Second Amend-
ment does not 
extend to an indi-
vidual’s right to 
conceal a weapon. 
Therefore, we 
conclude that pe-
titioner’s right to 

carry a concealed handgun does not 
fall within the scope of the Second 
Amendment, and N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-
415.12 is constitutional as applied to 
him.”

In Heller, the Supreme Court 
held that the Second Amendment’s 
definition of “bear arms” included an 
individual’s right to a gun “carried 
... upon the person or in the clothing 
or in a pocket.” The decision, how-
ever, also notes that the scope of the 

Second Amendment is not unlimited, 
that it is “not a right to keep a weapon 
whatsoever in any manner whatsoev-
er and for whatever purpose.” It also 
acknowledged that courts long have 
“held that prohibitions on carrying 
concealed weapons were lawful under 
the Second Amendment and state ana-
logues.”

In Nunn v. State (1846), a case cit-
ed by the majority in Heller, the Georgia 
Supreme Court held that a law prohib-
iting carrying certain weapons secretly 
was valid under the Second Amend-
ment as it did not “deprive the citizen 
of his natural right of self-defense, or 
of his constitutional right to keep and 
bear arms.” 

And in Robertson v. Baldwin (1897), 
the U.S. Supreme Court said “the right 
of the people to keep and bear arms is 
not infringed by laws prohibiting the 
carrying of concealed weapons.”

Based on these precedents, the 
Court of Appeals held that even after 
Heller, the Second Amendment does 
not extend to concealed handguns. 

Kelly could appeal the Court of 
Appeals’ decision, but because it was 
unanimous, the state Supreme Court is 
not required to hear an appeal.

The case is Kelly v. Riley, (12-273). CJ

The Appeals Court
ruled that the 

right to bear arms
doesn’t extend to
concealing arms
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 Lynette Thompson, one of three 
Rockford-Cohen partners, believes 
state Rep. Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, 
and state Sen. Tom Apodaca, R-Hen-
derson, worked behind the scenes to 
facilitate the legislation that granted 
exclusive instruction rights to the N.C. 
Bail Agents Association.

 Moore and Apodaca are chair-
men of the rules committees in their re-
spective chambers. As such, they wield 
enormous power to steer bills through 
the committee assignment and hearing 
process.

 Senate Bill 738, authorizing the 
monopoly, was rushed through the 
General Assembly in the waning days 
of the 2012 legislative session. Let-
ters of complaint seeking investiga-
tions into the involvement of Moore 
and Goodwin were sent to the state 
attorney general’s office, Thompson 
said. A decision has not been reached 
on whether to file a similar complaint 
against Apodaca.

Unconstitutional help? 
Tim Mathis, a course instructor 

for the N.C. Bail Academy, said the at-
torney general’s office has refused to 
investigate Goodwin for what he and 
a group of bail bondsmen allege was 
unconstitutional help in creating a mo-
nopoly.  The AG’s response letter said 
it represents Goodwin in an appeal of 
a civil suit filed by Rockford-Cohen, so 
it cannot open a criminal investigation.

 Mathis said he may lodge a com-
plaint against Goodwin with the U.S. 
attorney’s office.

 Thompson said for a year Good-
win cast a blind eye to the bail agents 
association conducting classes without 
proper state authorization, and then 
refused to revoke its operations as re-
quired by the state administrative code 
even after she filed a complaint with 
him.

 Moore, an attorney, performed 
legal work defending the bail agents 
association against the Rockford-Co-
hen complaint, which was a precursor 
to passing the legislation granting the 
bail agents association a monopoly.

In addition, Thompson said, she 
filed a complaint with the State Bar 
against the association’s attorney/lob-
byist Mark Black, alleging he know-
ingly provided false testimony to the 
House Insurance Committee. He testi-
fied the association was the state’s sole 
provider of the course instruction.

 Black said he simply misspoke at 
the committee hearing, at which Rose 
Williams, legislative counsel for the In-
surance Department, spoke in favor of 
approving S.B. 738 without revealing 
Rockford-Cohen was offering compet-
ing classes.

 “I think we should take anoth-
er look at [S.B. 738],” said state Rep. 
Winkie Wilkins, D-Person. He filed an 
affidavit in state Superior Court say-
ing the matter was not presented in 

the House Insurance Committee in a 
“forthright manner,” and he planned 
to take it up when the legislature re-
turns in January.

Moore and Apodaca deny any 
wrongdoing. They said they recused 
themselves from voting on the bill 
to grant monopoly status to the bail 
agents association. Requests for an in-
terview with Goodwin were denied.

The association has funneled 
campaign donations to all three over 
the years — $19,000 to Apodaca from 
2004-10, and $2,100 to Goodwin and 
$2,000 to Moore from 2010-12.

Apodaca, who owns a bail 
bonding company run by his son, is 
a founder and past president of the 
N.C. Bail Agents Association. His 2012 
statement of economic interest on file 
with the State Ethics Commission 
shows he owns stock valued at more 
than $10,000 in Accredited Surety and 
Casualty. Ten of the 17 members on the 
N.C. Bail Agents Association’s board 
of directors work for Accredited.

Thompson won the first round in 
the legal skirmish, in which both sides 
claim they are best suited to deliver 
the course instruction and accuse their 
competitors of questionable business 
practices.

Law blocked
Wake County Superior Court 

Judge Donald Stephens blocked the 
Oct. 1 implementation of S.B. 738, 
signed into law July 12 by Gov. Bev 
Perdue. In siding with Rockford-Co-
hen, Stephens wrote:

 “This court cannot find any fac-
tual, logical or reasonable basis that 
[the law] serves any other purpose 
other than to eliminate all current and 
future competition for the benefit of a 
private corporation or association in 
violation of the North Carolina Consti-
tution.”

 “Obviously I was quite pleased” 
the judge ruled the legislation “was il-
legal and unconstitutional, and that’s 
what we thought from the start,” 
Thompson said.

 “This is just a temporary injunc-
tion. That didn’t block it completely. 
[Stephens] just stopped it until he 
hears the rest of the evidence,” said 

Phil Burr, president of the N.C. Bail 
Agents Association.

 “We’re going to aggressively 
push for it just like the Department of 
Insurance” to keep the law intact, Burr 
said.

 Burr’s son, state Rep. Justin Burr, 
R-Stanly, a bail bondsman who has re-
ceived $12,000 in campaign donations 
from the Bail Agents Association from 
2006-10, also recused himself from a 
vote on the bill. Attempts to contact 
Justin Burr for comment were not suc-
cessful.

Rushed process alleged
 Thompson contends the rushed 

legislative process was fraught with 
oddities and deception to get favorable 
votes for her competition. 

“When it came time for anything 
to happen at the legislature, I had to 
simply recuse myself from any of the 
hearings and any of the votes” because 
he had represented the bail agents as-
sociation against Rockford-Cohen’s 
complaint to the Insurance Depart-
ment, Moore said.

 “It would have actually been 
improper for me to … get involved in 
the process and intervening, and tak-
ing any official action one way or the 
other,” Moore said.

 “I recuse myself on any vote deal-
ing with the bonding agency, bonding 
laws,” and did so on S.B. 738, Apodaca 
said. While he was aware of Rockford-
Cohen’s competing organization, “The 
rules are very specific. When [a legis-
lator] recuses himself from voting, he 
does not discuss any part” of the leg-
islation.

 “I don’t know how or where it 
came from,” he said of the bail bonds-
men bill. “I honestly don’t remember 
having any conversation with [Insur-
ance Department officials] about it,” 
Apodaca said repeatedly in an inter-
view.

 Yet a string of emails from the 
Insurance Department shows in the 
months leading up to the bill’s pas-
sage, Apodaca was subject of and 
party to high-level discussions with 
the department about the Rockford-
Cohen bail agents association dispute 
and whether legislation was advisable 

to settle it.
 In an Oct. 27, 2011, email from 

Rose Williams to Angela Ford, the In-
surance Department’s senior deputy 
commissioner, Williams said she saw 
Apodaca at the General Assembly that 
morning and he told her “he is angry 
and upset” about “outsourcing” the 
bail bondsmen continuing education 
courses to a vendor other than the N.C. 
Bail Agents Association.

On Oct. 31, 2011, Apodaca sent 
Williams an email asking, “Is this 
true?”, and attached to it an email sent 
to him by Julie Henderson, a board 
member of the bail agents association. 
Henderson complained to Apodaca 
that Goodwin told association lobbyist 
Reggie Holley that Rockford-Cohen’s 
complaint file “has been marked con-
fidential.”

Quick email response
Three minutes after receiving that 

email, Williams forwarded it to Good-
win, asking him what it was about. 
“Angela and I spoke to Sen. Apodaca 
on the phone about this last week,” she 
wrote.

On Nov. 1, 2011, Goodwin sent 
an email marked “high importance” to 
Williams and other Insurance Depart-
ment managers seeking “the status of 
Sen. Apodaca on this matter? (I know 
you’ve had conversations following 
up on his inquiries.) Will we see legis-
lation from the Senator or Rep. Burr on 
this subject … ?”

 Williams replied: “I did not get 
a sense from Sen. Apodaca that he is 
going to file legislation. He did say he 
wished he had known this sooner and 
he would have filed legislation. Have 
not spoken with Burr.”

 In a Dec. 12, 2011, email to Etta 
Maynard, deputy commissioner of the 
Insurance Department’s Agent Servic-
es Division, Ford wrote that bail agents 
association officials “want to be the 
sole provider and nothing else. This 
will probably end up being fixed by 
them through a statutory fix to name 
NCBAA as the only provider … this 
has been brewing for some time.”

Despite those emails, Insurance 
Department spokeswoman Kerry 
Hall insisted, “Neither Commissioner 
Goodwin nor NCDOI legislative staff 
communicated with Sen. Apodaca or 
Rep. Burr” about steering legislation 
through the process that would block 
competition to the bail agents associa-
tion.

 “While the Department of Insur-
ance expressed support of the bill due 
to having limited resources to oversee 
multiple providers of continuing edu-
cation, neither the commissioner nor 
his staff aggressively promoted the 
bill,” Hall said.

 Thompson is troubled that Rock-
ford-Cohen had no advance notice that 
S.B. 738, which would put her out of 
business, was to be introduced.

Lawmakers Wrangle Over Training for Bail Bondsmen

A bill authorizing a monopoly to train bail bondsmen was rushed through the Gen-
eral Assembly in the waning days of the 2012 legislative session. (CJ photo by Don 
Carrington)

Continued from Page 1

Continued as “Lawmakers,” Page 15
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Watauga Officials Find Fault With Man’s Primitive Building Methods  
latory scofflaw. He was the subject of a 
2002 book titled The Last American Man 
and co-starred in the History Chan-
nel’s 2012 series “Mountain Men.”

But he believes he has become en-
tangled in a maze of modern-day rules 
and codes that both make no sense and 
cannot be applied consistently within 
the primitive environment he is work-
ing to preserve. He believes that if he 
followed the building and health codes 
to the letter, they would undermine the 
reason for Turtle Island’s existence.

Conway has been teaching primi-
tive living skills to Boy Scouts, fami-
lies, and other groups for more than 
20 years. He underwrites the operation 
of the preserve with paid lectures and 
fees for courses he teaches at the facil-
ity.

At a Dec. 5 meeting with re-
porters at Turtle Island, Conway, 52, 
said the government officials’ actions 
amounted to an “attack on Appala-
chian culture and American heritage. 
… They said they would press criminal 
charges if I don’t comply.”

But Conway is fighting back. He 
asked the North Carolina Building 
Code Council to help find a way to ex-
clude his buildings from state building 
codes. “Codes don’t apply to what we 
are doing,” he told the council Dec. 10 
at a regularly scheduled meeting in Ra-
leigh. “Our traditional buildings have 
not had any health issues,” he said.

In addition to the building code 
concerns, the Appalachian District 
Health Department found several sani-
tation issues that need to be addressed.

The department ordered him to 
cease and desist activities until he has 
addressed the problems and obtained 
valid permits.

Building code issues
After the inspection, Furman’s 

office issued a report documenting nu-
merous building code violations.

Furman shared that report Oct. 
7 with Conway. On Oct, 17 Watauga 
County Attorney Stacy Eggers sent 
Conway a letter stating that Turtle Is-
land’s buildings “fail to comply with 
the North Carolina Building Code and 
present a safety hazard to anyone near 
or around the structures.” 

“Watauga County would like 
to work with you in bringing these 
structures into compliance with the 
applicable minimum requirements on 
the Building Code,” Eggers continued. 
“Please make arrangements to apply 
for the necessary permits and sub-
mit the required applications within 
30 days of the date of this letter. Un-
til the required safety improvements 
are made and the proper permits are 
obtained, you should bar the general 
public from being in or around those 
buildings, because the buildings are 
not structurally sound, provide no 

sanitary facilities, and potentially en-
danger the safety and welfare of those 
around them. This would include bar-
ring your interns from entering into 
these structures or being in the vicinity 
of them.”

Conway normally has about 10 
interns living on the property. They as-
sist with chores in exchange for learn-
ing primitive methods directly from 
Conway.

But Conway said his building de-
signs are not “cookie-cutter engineer-
ing.” He started learning to build when 
he was a child. The structures rest on 
rocks — a centuries-old practice. He 
claims that modern-day engineers, 
who have been college-trained, are 
unfamiliar with traditional methods 
and therefore cannot understand that 
his buildings are of better quality and 
safer than many modern structures. 

Building Code Council members 
appeared sympathetic to Conway’s sit-
uation. After his testimony, the council 
directed staff to research the process 
for exempting the Turtle Island struc-
tures from the current regulations. But 
while that is going on, Conway was 
told that he must appeal the Watauga 
County ruling so that the council can 
conduct a formal hearing.

Sanitation issues
The Appalachian District Health 

Department sent Conway a separate 
report on the problems its inspectors 
found at Turtle Island. It also issued 
Conway an “order to cease and desist” 
offering food, lodging, and primitive 
experience camp activities.

The report noted three significant 
problems with Conway’s operation: 
He did not have valid health permits 
to offer food, lodging, or primitive 
camping; he had illegal septic systems 
on the property; and the Turtle Island 
Primitive Experience Camp has “dras-
tically changed from the plan that was 
originally submitted,” and that the 
changes needed to be approved.

The North Carolina Department 
of Environment and Natural Resourc-
es has published rules for operating a 
primitive camp, and local health de-
partments are required to enforce the 
rules.

Conway told Carolina Journal that 
local officials have inspected the out-
houses that are used by visitors, but ac-
knowledged the outhouse adjacent to 
his personal residence, located far from 
the visitor area, has not been inspected. 

The health department report 

also noted that Turtle Island’s separate 
outdoor men’s urinal involving saw-
dust in large buckets is not standard. 
Conway defends the system, explain-
ing that uric acid and sawdust make 
great compost and he uses that com-
post on his garden plots. A 2009 article 
in National Geographic magazine, cited 
recently in The News & Observer, said, 
“Researchers estimate a single person 
could supply enough urine to fertilize 
roughly 6,300 tomato plants a year — 
yielding some 2.4 tons of tomatoes.”

But according to the health de-
partment, “Urinals are not an ap-
proved system.”

“We want to work with Mr. Con-
way. He was just in to see us [Dec. 12], 
and we gave him more information,” 
health department spokeswoman Jen-
nifer Greene told CJ.

A national celebrity
Conway first achieved national 

attention in 1998 as the subject of an 
article by Elizabeth Gilbert for GQ. The 
story, titled “The Last American Man,” 
chronicled Conway’s transition from a 
young boy who loved the outdoors, to 
a 17-year-old living in a teepee of his 
own design, to his college years at Ap-
palachian State in Boone, and then to 
his first land acquisition in 1987 and 
subsequent development of his primi-
tive skills camp so he can continue 
teaching others.

Bilber also described other signif-
icant adventures, including at age 18 
his travel down the Mississippi River 
in a handmade canoe. At 19 he hiked 
the 2,000-mile Appalachian Trail. In 
1995, Eustace and his brother Judson 
completed a horseback ride from the 
Atlantic coast to San Diego, Calif.

Gilbert expanded that story into 
a 2002 book with the same title. 

More recently, Conway was fea-
tured in season one of the History 
Channel’s “Mountain Men” series. 
Presented as reality TV, the eight-part 
series chronicled the adventures of 
Conway in North Carolina, a family in 
Montana, and another family in Alas-
ka.

Why Turtle Island?
According to the Turtle Island 

website, the name is derived from the 
Native American legend that “a great 
turtle rose up out of the waters after 
the world was flooded and made the 
decision to support life’s creatures on 
its back.” American Indians call the 
earth turtle island. Conway named 
his tract of land Turtle Island Preserve 
because “we are an Earth preserve. In 
the figurative sense, we are an island 
of wilderness in a sea of development 
and destruction.”                         CJ

North Carolina History Project Di-
rector Troy Kickler contributed additional 
reporting to this story.

Continued from Page 1

Eustace Conway, who was the subject of a book, as well as a co-star of the National 
Geographic “Mountain Men” television series, makes his case at the N.C. Building 
Code Council in Raleigh on Dec. 10. (CJ photo by Don Carrington)

One of the buildings cited by Watauga officials is the Turtle Island Preserve’s main 
meeting hall, used for classes in inclement weather. (CJ photo by Don Carrington)
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Voting Drives to Continue in State Hospitals, says State Health Official
and Human Services operates 14 resi-
dential facilities. Managed by the Divi-
sion of State Operated Healthcare Fa-
cilities, the facilities serve alcohol and 
drug abuse patients, the developmen-
tally disabled, and the mentally ill. 

Disability Rights North Carolina 
is a nonprofit organization serving per-
sons with mental illness, developmen-
tal disabilities, and other disabilities. 
In 2007, Gov. Mike Easley designated 
the organization as the “protection and 
advocacy” agency for North Carolina.

As part of the Help America Vote 
Act, state protection and advocacy 
organizations such as DRNC have re-
ceived specific federal grants aimed at 
improving voting access for persons 
with disabilities.

With the guidance of DRNC, em-
ployees of the Murdoch Developmen-
tal Center, a state-run facility in Butner 
for the mentally retarded and develop-
mentally disabled, registered 36 new 
voters out of a total of approximately 
500 residents. Only 12 residents actu-
ally cast ballots. Records indicate that 
there were no registered voters at Mur-
doch prior to the recent registration ef-
fort.

Chapel Hill killer
The recent voter registration ef-

forts also resulted in the registration 
of Wendell Justin Williamson, who in 
1995 killed two people in Chapel Hill 
and was judged not guilty by reason 
of insanity. Election records show Wil-
liamson, a patient at Central Regional 
Hospital in Butner, was registered on 
Sept. 13 as an unaffiliated voter. He 
cast an absentee ballot that was ac-
cepted Oct. 15 by the Granville County 
Board of Elections.

In a street shootout in January 
1995 near the UNC-Chapel Hill cam-
pus, Williamson, a law student, used 
an M-1 rifle to kill two strangers. The 
not-guilty verdict caused a national fu-
ror. 

Murky laws
Many residents in state facilities 

have been declared incompetent by a 

judge, and have been assigned guard-
ians to make their decisions. A North 
Carolina law governing people with 
the treatment of people with mental 
health and developmental disabilities, 
G.S. 122 C-58, states that “each adult 
client of a facility keeps the same right 
as any other citizen of North Carolina 
to exercise all civil rights, including the 
right to dispose of property, execute in-
struments, make purchases, enter into 
contractual relationships, register and 
vote, bring civil actions, and marry 
and get a divorce, unless the exercise 
of a civil right has been precluded by 
an unrevoked adjudication of incom-
petency.” 

Based on the above language, 
some guardians of persons who have 
been judged incompetent believe their 
wards have lost the right to vote. 

In 1973, then-state Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Morgan’s office issued an 
opinion saying that the state constitu-
tion does not prohibit the incompetent 
from voting. Since then, North Caro-
lina apparently has allowed persons 
judged incompetent to vote.

But that issue remains unclear to 
some. In an Aug. 21 memo from DRNC 
to the state-run facilities, the organiza-
tion stated, “There is a misperception 
that individuals with guardians are 
not allowed to register to vote,” based 
on an incorrect reading of a state law. 
“Thus, there is no legitimate basis un-
der state law for limiting the right to 

register and vote because someone has 
a guardian.”

Even if the right to vote is se-
cure, other laws affect the act of vot-
ing. There are three basic ways to vote 
in North Carolina: Absentee by mail, 
early voting (aka one-stop absentee 
voting), and in-person voting on Elec-
tion Day. 

Class I felony
North Carolina General Statute 

163-226.3 makes it a Class I felony for 
anyone other than the legal guardian 
or close relative of a hospital or nurs-
ing home patient to apply for an absen-
tee ballot or fill out that ballot on the 
patient’s behalf. The law was enacted 
in the 1980s to prevent the political 
exploitation of elderly and disabled 
residents of hospitals and nursing 
homes. The lone exception allowed is 
if the hospital or nursing home asks 
the county board of elections to bring 
in a multipartisan team of registrars, 
trained by the county, to assist the pa-
tients.

According to G.S. 163-166.8, a 
voter who goes to the polls in person 
can receive assistance in voting from a 
close relative without stating a reason 
to polling place officials. If a voter is 
physically disabled, illiterate, or blind, 
he can ask for assistance from a poll-
ing place official or any other person 
he chooses as long as that person is not 

the voter’s employer, the agent of the 
employer, or an agent of the voter’s 
union.

State law treats ballots cast at 
early voting sites as absentee ballots, 
suggesting that staff members of state-
run facilities are not allowed to assist 
patients or residents with absentee bal-
lots, even at early voting sites. When 
asked what safeguards DHHS takes to 
ensure that staff or an outside group 
doesn’t influence a resident’s choice 
when filling out a ballot or transport-
ing the resident to the polling place, 
Welsh said, “Our staff knows they can-
not do it.”

But Welsh told CJ that one inci-
dent at Cherry Hospital appeared to 
violate this law. He said a caregiver at 
Cherry had helped a patient complete 
an absentee ballot. DHHS spokesper-
son Julie Henry told CJ that the staff 
discovered the incident and hospital 
leadership reported it to a local law 
enforcement official, who then took it 
to the local district attorney. She said 
the district attorney did not pursue 
charges. 

Voters by facility
State Board of Elections records 

examined by CJ show voting activity 
in six of the 14 facilities. 

• J. Iverson Riddle Developmen-
tal Center in Morganton: eight voters 
(five new registrations), all voted by 
mail.

• Murdoch Developmental Cen-
ter in Butner: 12 voters (all registered 
on Oct. 11), 11 early voting, one voted 
in person on Election Day.

• Black Mountain Neuro-Medi-
cal Treatment Center: four voters (one 
new registration), all early voting.

• Broughton Hospital in Morgan-
ton: 17 voters (12 new registrations), all 
voted by mail. Registrations totaled 81.

• Central Regional Hospital in 
Butner: 22 voters (all new registra-
tions), 10 voted by mail, 12 used early 
voting. Registrations totaled 63. 

• Cherry Hospital in Goldsboro: 
10 voters (nine new registrations), 
three voted by mail, six used early vot-
ing, one voted in person. Total registra-
tions were 34 with 21 of them new. CJ

Continued from Page 1

Under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, known as Motor Voter, all state 
residential facilities, including hospitals like Broughton Hospital (above) in Morganton, 
and mental institutions, are required to ask patients and residents upon admission 
if they are registered to vote. (CJ photo by Don Carrington)

State Rep. Jerry Dockham, R-
Davidson, chairman of the House In-
surance Committee, said notice of the 
hearing was posted two hours before-
hand. He faulted Rockford-Cohen’s 
lack of awareness about the bill on it 
having an ineffective lobbyist. As a 
small business, Rockford-Cohen does 
not have a lobbyist, Thompson said.

Jane Pinsky, director of the N.C. 
Coalition for Lobbying and Govern-
ment Reform at Common Cause, said 
this situation is a poster child for legis-
lative reform.

 “We’ve proposed for a long time 
that a bill has to be available to the 
public for 24 hours before it gets com-
mittee consideration, and that the pub-
lic should have a copy of the bill before 
it goes forward,” she said.

 S.B. 738, sponsored by Sen. 
Thom Goolsby, R-New Hanover, was 
passed in the Senate in 2011 and sent 
to the House, which held it over until 
2012. It was styled “Liability Insur-
ance Required for ABC Permits” until 
the House Insurance Committee held 
a hearing on the bill on June 27. The 
original language was gutted and re-
placed with the bail bondsmen train-

ing language.
 The Senate approved the bill 

June 28 by concurrence, which means 
it skipped the normal committee hear-
ing process in that chamber and went 
directly to a floor vote.

 Apodaca said it is not unusual 
to gut bills and insert substitute lan-
guage.

 “We probably gutted 50 differ-
ent bills, 20 to 50,” in the last session, 
Apodaca said. And pushing the bill 
through to approval by concurrence in 
the Senate without a committee hear-
ing is “standard procedure” late in the 
session, he said.

 Even so, none of the principals 
can say what lawmaker was behind the 
last-minute change in bill language.

 Neither Goolsby nor members of 
his staff returned multiple phone calls 
seeking comment. Despite their duties 
as rules chairmen, Apodaca and Moore 
said they did not know which lawmak-
er pushed the bill.

 Dockham said, “I don’t remem-
ber exactly” which member of the leg-
islature was behind the push to gut 
and reword the bill.

 “I don’t feel like there were any 
shenanigans going on,” he said. CJ

Lawmakers Rushed Bail Bondsman Training Bill Through 2012 Legislative Session
Continued from Page 13
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By CJ Staff
RALEIGH

America always has had richer 
and poorer people. In the past, 
they were different primar-

ily in the amount of money they had. 
Charles Murray, W.H. Brady Scholar 
at the American Enterprise Institute, 
says over the past 50 years the wealthy 
and not-so-wealthy have become very 
different in ways that extend beyond 
income levels. Murray documents the 
changes in the book Coming Apart: The 
State of White America, 1960-2010. Mur-
ray discussed key themes from the 
book during an interview with Mitch 
Kokai for Carolina Journal Radio. 
(Head to http://www.carolinajournal.
com/cjradio/ to find a station near you 
or to learn about the weekly CJ Radio 
podcast.) 

Kokai: First of all, why did you 
decide that this was something that 
you wanted to dedicate years of re-
search and writing to, this changing 
of the classes, the rich and the poor in 
America?

Murray: Well, a couple of things. 
First, if you go all the way back to The 
Bell Curve, which was in 1994, the first 
few chapters in that are talking about 
the development of a cognitive elite 
that was distinct from the rest of soci-
ety and increasingly running the coun-
try. And those themes re-emerge in 
Coming Apart. So it’s been a longtime 
intellectual preoccupation of mine.  

But at the same time, I have also 
lived in a small town in rural Mary-
land, which is mostly working-class 
and middle-class people, with a few 
oddballs like me and my wife. And 
so we have watched the civic culture 
in our town change over the years. We 
still love the place, and there are still 
lots of people doing everything right, 
but there’s also the kind of deteriora-
tion in the civic culture that I have seen 
elsewhere in working-class America. 
So it was also personal experiences 
that motivated me.  

Kokai: There are lots of facts and 
figures in this book, but the main story 
line follows two different neighbor-
hoods that you set up: Belmont and 
Fishtown.  How did you come up with 
that device?

Murray: It was a way of making a 
statistical analysis more accessible. In-
stead of saying over and over that I’m 
referring to “white working class,” I 
can use Fishtown, which is the name of 
a white working-class neighborhood 
in Philadelphia, as sort of the label for 
that. And with Belmont, well, my co-
author on The Bell Curve was Richard 
J. Herrnstein, and he lived in Belmont. 
And so that’s a classic upper middle-
class suburb, and it was a tribute to 

him. I didn’t realize at the time that 
Mitt Romney actually lives in Belmont, 
too. That was an accident. But I think 
it has kind of personalized the discus-
sion of the upper middle class versus 
the working class, and it also corre-
sponds, really, to the way those kinds 
of communities operate. And people 
know analogs to Belmont and Fish-
town in their own lives.  

Kokai: Belmont and Fishtown, 
you argue, in 1960, if you look beyond 
just the amount of money people had 
to spend, were not as different as they 
are today.

Murray: Right.

Kokai: How have they changed?

Murray: Well, marriage is the 
classic example. I use lots of other evi-
dence, too, but marriage all by itself. 
Eighty-four percent of white working-
class Americans ages 30 to 49 were 
married as of 1960 — 84 percent of 
Fishtown, and 94 percent of Belmont 
were married. It was the overwhelm-
ing norm for organizing the commu-
nity in all classes of America.  

As of 2010 you still had 84 percent 
of the people in Belmont who were 
married. So in the upper middle class, 
marriage is alive and well. It’s still the 
basis for organizing communities and 
all the rest. In Fishtown you’re down 
to 48 percent married. I mean, that’s a 
stunningly large divergence between 
classes in just 50 years, because we’re 
talking about the central cultural insti-
tution.

When marriage changes, every-
thing changes. And in Fishtown that 
has meant, among other things, social 
capital collapses because a great deal 
of social capital is generated by par-
ents trying to create an environment 
for their children. The behavior of men 

changes because we also know — so-
cial scientists have demonstrated be-
yond a shadow of a doubt — that mar-
riage civilizes men in terms of their 
attachment to the labor market, their 
productivity in the labor market. Mar-
riage goes down; you get a lot more 
feckless males than you’ve had be-
fore. So it’s that kind of thing, which 
explains why I say that the classes are 
qualitatively different now than they 
were before, way beyond anything ex-
plained by income.

Kokai: You have documented 
a number of changes in Belmont and 
Fishtown, or the communities that 
they represent. Having this informa-
tion in hand, what should we do?

Murray: Well, you don’t pass 
a government program. I’ll start out 
with what you don’t do. Because we’re 
talking about cultural shifts. The gov-
ernment does not know how to stage-
manage cultural reformation. It hap-
pens because there is a change in the 
minds and hearts of the people who 
are engaged in these issues.  

Why did I write the book? My 
audience was not the policymaker. 
My audience were people in Belmont. 
I talked to them in a variety of ways 
in the book about the degree to which 
they are now disconnected from main-
stream America, the degree to which 
this disconnect is endangering the 
American experiment, and also … to 
think of their own self-interest, rightly 
understood, as to what kind of life they 
want for themselves and their children. 
And so I am preaching. I am preach-
ing to one family at a time, and what 
I hope the book will help foster — it 
certainly won’t do it by itself — is a na-
tional conversation about these issues.

Kokai: You mention that you’re 
talking to the people of Belmont, and 

the reason is because more and more 
these are the people who make the ma-
jor decisions about where our country 
is going, aren’t they? 

Murray: Right. I actually talk 
about the new upper class, which is a 
subset of Belmont, the most successful, 
the most influential. They are the ones 
who are increasingly isolated in these 
enclaves, which is as true in North Car-
olina, around Raleigh and Durham, as 
it is anywhere else. You have extremely 
affluent, well-educated suburbs, which 
are very homogenous and which have 
developed a culture which is quite dis-
tinct from mainstream America. And 
among those who’ve always grown up 
in those kinds of towns, they haven’t a 
clue what life in mainstream America 
is like, and that is not healthy given the 
way America is supposed to function.

Kokai: The book has been out 
for a while now. As you’ve talked to 
people who are of the Belmont variety, 
what’s been their response? Have they 
said, “I didn’t know this,” or “Surely 
you’re exaggerating”? What’s been the 
response?

Murray: No, they don’t say, 
“Surely you’re exaggerating.” Instead 
I get the reaction from a lot of people 
that they’ve been worrying about these 
same things. And it’s especially true of 
very successful people who themselves 
grew up in middle-class or working-
class families. And they look at the life 
their children have had, and they’re 
saying to themselves, “A lot of the 
things that made me what I am my kids 
aren’t getting. I’ve put them into an en-
vironment where they are sheltered 
and buffered from all of that.” And 
they don’t like that. So the good news 
is that the book has hit a responsive 
chord. I think I’m talking about prob-
lems whose time may have come.    CJ

Coming Apart Addresses Deterioration of Civic Culture in the U.S.
“When marriage changes, everything 
changes. ... [A]mong other things, so-
cial capital collapses because a great 
deal of social capital is generated by 
parents trying to create an environ-
ment for their children. The behav-
ior of men changes because we also 
know ... that marriage civilizes men in 
terms of their attachment to the labor 
market.”

Charles Murray
American Enterprise Institute
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COMMENTARYPrivate Colleges Take Aim
At Spiraling Tuition Costs Cut College Costs

By Unbundling
The answer to the problem 

of soaring college costs is 
surprisingly simple: Ban the 

“bundling” of campus services, 
just as bundling is prohibited in the 
telecommunications industry. 

Instead of a single tuition 
bill, give students the opportu-
nity to choose à la carte. Because 
many campus “extras” either are 
unwanted, unnecessary, or can be 
bought off campus at a cheaper 
price, the cost of college will fall, 
and much of today’s administra-
tive bloat will vanish.

We are all familiar with 
bundling when buying 
telephone and Internet 
services. I use Verizon 
and can choose from 
multiple levels of service. 
I settled on a relatively 
modest plan, eschew-
ing all the “premium” 
cable channels, unlimited 
monthly cell phone ser-
vices, regular upgrades 
to hi-tech phones, “free” 
repair service, and other 
enticements that would 
have pushed my monthly 
bill to more than $500. 

Yes, I would like HBO, but 
not that much, and instead substi-
tuted a few dollars extra per month 
for cheap international landline 
phone service. 

Compared to today’s uni-
versity, Verizon is a bare-bones 
operation. Students typically must 
pay for armies of bureaucrats and 
services unthinkable in traditional 
European universities. 

There are campus health 
services, dining halls, subsidized 
affinity groups, countless entertain-
ment choices (especially subsidized 
football and basketball tickets), 
recreational facilities, copy and 
printing services, placement and 
advising centers, psychological 
counseling divisions, remedial 
education, below-market-priced 
campus newspapers, study abroad 
programs, and campus housing 
(which usually includes in-dorm 
quasi-academic seminars).

And there’s more, includ-
ing university-supplied computer 
assistance with “free” email, the 
campus bookstore, and even the 
library.

I cannot price all of those 
“free” services, but I’d guess they 
comprise at least a third of the 
tuition bill and perhaps more when 
you factor in the university’s long-
term overhead.

None, in my estimation, is 
vital to learning; leading universi-
ties here and abroad flourished for 

centuries without a dean of student 
affairs, or a distinguished lecture 
series, let alone today’s diversity 
apparatchiki.

Students can buy used text-
books from Amazon.com or find 
cheap housing on Craigslist. If a 
student wants to use the campus 
gym, let him buy access on a per 
use basis. Yes, even the library can 
be outsourced.

The beauty of unbundling is 
that it is market-driven. No need 
to begin by disaggregating campus 
services, arguing over the value 
of assets, or otherwise engaging 

in acrimonious debates. 
Just request bids, and let 
students make choices. 

To prevent the 
university from lying to 
students about costs, give 
them legal standing to 
sue; universities would 
realize quickly that de-
fending deceptive pricing 
would cost more than it’s 
worth. 

Given the predict-
able lack of student 
demand once services 

become optional, I suspect that 
many schools would pre-emptively 
dump their nonacademic assets.

Administration of this “no 
frills” policy would be simple. Stu-
dents would buy academic credits, 
and anything else would be extra. 
The upshot would be a college 
instantly more affordable for stu-
dents willing to sacrifice services 
they do not need. 

Returning to the old days of 
slum housing and Ramen noodles 
is better than years of post-gradua-
tion debt.  

Nonacademic employees nat-
urally would resist, but such cre-
ative destruction is hardly new. It 
just brings today’s economic reality 
to the campus. If these unbundled 
functions were as vital as universi-
ties insist, newly created private-
sector versions would absorb those 
ex-university employees. 

Moreover, ambitious ex-
employees might re-establish the 
services off-campus, better and 
cheaper. Lowly paid adjuncts 
might jump at the chance to buy 
the Writing Center, for example.

It’s that simple — enact a 
single state anti-bundling law, no 
different from the ones that apply 
to multiple industries, and watch 
college education become more 
affordable as bureaucratic fat melts 
away.                                                 CJ

 
Robert Weissberg is a profes-

sor of political science at New York 
University.

ROBERT
WEISSBERG

By DuKE ChESton
Contributor

RALEIGH

For decades, rising college tuition 
rates have been almost as reli-
able a feature of American life as 

death and taxes. A substantial part of 
the increase has underwritten student 
aid, often in the form of merit scholar-
ships. 

This has been called the “high tu-
ition, high discount” model, as colleges 
charge high prices to 
some students while 
giving large discounts 
to students they hope 
to attract — gener-
ally brighter or more 
diverse students — 
while also increasing 
revenues.

The idea has 
been around since the 
1970s, but there are 
growing signs that it 
is unsustainable, and 
some schools are re-
versing direction. One 
of those in the fore-
front is Belmont Ab-
bey College here in 
North Carolina.

Next year, Bel-
mont Abbey will cut 
its tuition-and-fees 
“sticker price” for 
freshmen and transfer 
students by 33 percent, 
from $27,622 to $18,500. Older students 
will not receive the cut, but the school 
has promised not to increase their tu-
ition as it had previously planned. Bel-
mont Abbey will continue to offer in-
stitutional aid, but not as much.

“It just seemed crazy to me,” said 
Belmont Abbey President William Thi-
erfelder in an interview with the Pope 
Center, referring to the continuing rise 
in college tuition. “We’re going to keep 
raising prices until when? When is it 
ever going to stop?”

Indeed, the high-tuition, high-
discount phenomenon has become so 
pronounced that on average 42 percent 
of gross revenue from undergraduate 
tuition and fees is given back to stu-
dents in scholarships, fellowships, and 
other grants, according to a 2012 study 
by the National Association of College 
and University Business Officers.

Thierfelder would not disclose 
Belmont Abbey’s discount rate, but 
said until now it has been slightly less 
than the national average. 

Some have criticized colleg-
es’ large discount rates on privacy 
grounds because the system relies 
on detailed information provided by 
families on the federal application that 
students seeking aid must file. “A car 

dealer who demanded such informa-
tion so that he could see how badly he 
could gouge you would either be out 
of business or in jail within days or 
weeks,” noted economist Richard Ved-
der in a speech to Hillsdale College.

Moreover, some evidence sug-
gests that the high tuition, high dis-
count model may work for some 
colleges, but as a whole it is counter-
productive. A 2005 Lumina Foundation 
study by Jerry Davis found that, for the 

period surveyed, de-
spite increases in insti-
tutional aid, many col-
leges saw no increase 
in bright students, 
diverse students, or 
revenues.

Another factor 
is leading Belmont 
Abbey away from the 
high discount rate: 
Students and their 
parents are changing 
the way they choose 
colleges.

According to 
Thierfelder, prior to 
the recession of 2008-
09, aspiring college 
students and their 
families tended to as-
sociate higher price 
with higher quality. 
Following the reces-
sion, however, they 
have become more 

cost-conscious. As a 2012 poll by the 
College Board showed, over half of 
college applicants passed over colleges 
based on their sticker price alone, not 
considering the net price they would 
likely pay including aid.

Other private colleges cutting tu-
ition include William Peace University 
in Raleigh (a 7.7 percent cut followed 
by a tuition freeze), the College of 
Charleston (a 22 percent cut for fresh-
men and transfer students), Concordia 
University in Minnesota (33 percent 
for all students), and Sewanee Univer-
sity in Tennessee (a 10 percent cut for 
the entering class in 2011).

Thierfelder insists that lower tu-
ition will help poorer students, too. 
Belmont Abbey still plans to offer $5 
million in aid, and the lower price 
means that outside aid dollars — such 
as private scholarships or the federal 
Pell Grant Program — will stretch fur-
ther. 

In general, Thierfelder hopes the 
lower sticker price will help students 
“recognize that this kind of education 
is accessible to them.”                  CJ

Duke Cheston is a writer for the John 
W. Pope Center for Higher Education Pol-
icy (popecenter.org).

North Carolina’s Belmont Abbey 
College is among a growing 
number of private colleges tak-
ing action against ever-rising 
tuition rates. (Photo courtesy of 
Belmont Abbey College) 
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Campus Briefs Little Apparent Payoff for Research Campus So Far
The John W. Pope Center for 

Higher Education Policy 
awarded the center’s 2012 

Spirit of Inquiry Award Dec. 6 to 
UNC-Chapel Hill and Duke Uni-
versity visiting professor Jona-
thon Anomaly at an awards din-
ner. The award honors college 
instructors for outstanding teach-
ing.

Anomaly was recognized 
for two courses taught as part 
of the Philosophy, Politics, and 
Economics program at Duke and 
UNC-Chapel Hill. 

The second-place recipient 
was Richard Bowser, Campbell 
Law School, for his course “Con-
stitutional Law I.” The third-place 
winner was Anthony Solari, N.C. 
State University, for his course 
“American Political Thought.” 

The goal of the Spirit of In-
quiry Award is to find and recog-
nize the best courses at colleges 
and universities in North Carolina 
— courses that expand students’ 
ability to think and express their 
ideas within the context of an 
academic discipline. Directed by 
Jenna Ashley Robinson, the Pope 
Center’s director of outreach, the 
project attracted 109 nominations 
from six North Carolina universi-
ties and two community colleges. 
Eight finalists were selected, and 
a panel of judges chose the three 
winners.

“We feel that outstanding in-
structors rarely receive the praise 
they deserve,” said Robinson. “We 
honor these faculty members with 
modest monetary rewards, but 
the recognition of their dedication 
is most important.” The Spirit of 
Inquiry Award program is funded 
by a grant from the Broyhill Fami-
ly Foundation located in Winston-
Salem. 

The judges for 2012 were 
John Allison, President of the 
Cato Institute; J. Edgar Broyhill, 
president and managing direc-
tor of the Broyhill Group; Anne 
Neal, president of the American 
Council of Trustees and Alumni; 
George Leef, director of research 
at the Pope Center; and John 
Moore, former president of Grove 
City College.

Students throughout the 
state nominate their professors 
using an online form. The require-
ments for nomination include a 
balanced presentation of social 
and political issues, a classroom 
environment that allows students 
to express ideas and encour-
ages open investigation and in-
quiry, and interesting and rigor-
ous course material.                 CJ

— POPE CENTER STAFF

By DuKE ChESton
Contributor

RALEIGH

Tomatoes that don’t rot for a year, 
sunscreen made from watermel-
ons, and super-cancer-fighting 

broccoli. These are but a few of the 
wonders on display at the North Caro-
lina Research Campus in Kannapolis.

In 2003, the Pillowtex textile plant 
closed in Kannapolis, causing 4,000 
people to lose their jobs in a single day. 
But today, the campus is dazzling, both 
architecturally and technologically. It 
consists of several grand, neoclassical 
buildings, complete with marble im-
ported from India and set on sprawl-
ing, pristine acreage. 

Billionaire David Murdock has 
invested a reported $600 million in 
the research campus, but he isn’t the 
only one funding it. The University of 
North Carolina system is paying more 
than $23 million annually to fund its 
activities at the campus. 

Whether that investment is worth 
taxpayer money is a tough question.

Will Kannapolis take its place 
along with other attempts to use tax-
payer money to resuscitate economi-
cally struggling areas — such as the 
Global TransPark in Kinston or the 
Randy Parton Theatre in Roanoke Rap-
ids? Those have failed to deliver re-
turns to taxpayers, with the TransPark 
scrambling to find revenue-producing 
tenants and the Parton facility folding 
amid scandal.

Or will the research campus 
prove to be a productive asset for the 
state and for the city of Kannapolis? 

The campus has a lot going for it. 
Opened in 2008, the development of 
the campus was spearheaded by Mur-
dock, CEO of Dole Foods and Castle & 
Cooke Inc., a real estate holding com-
pany. 

Murdock had owned the Can-
non Mills plant that eventually became 
Pillowtex but sold it in 1997. He still 
owned some property nearby, and in 
2005 he and state leaders announced 
plans to build the North Carolina Re-
search Campus. 

Murdock provided initial fund-
ing, and the UNC system began a 20-
year agreement in which it eventually 
would own the two buildings (built by 
Murdock) that its scientists use. Cabar-
rus County and the city of Kannapolis 
also contributed, issuing $35 million 
in debt in December 2010. The bonds 
have paid for infrastructure on cam-
pus.

Scientists from eight universi-
ties — UNC-Chapel Hill, Appalachian 
State University, N.C. A&T State Uni-
versity, N.C. State University, N.C. 
Central University, UNC-Charlotte, 
UNC-Greensboro, and Duke Univer-
sity — work at the campus. Research 
focuses largely on “nutraceuticals,” 
foods that are designed to make peo-
ple healthier, a subject of great interest 

to Murdock. With the exception of the 
researchers from Duke and Appala-
chian State, researchers are paid by the 
UNC General Administration. Duke 
researchers are funded by a gift from 
Murdock, and Appalachian State fac-
ulty are funded by their home univer-
sity.

The campus has produced some 
interesting findings. Among them are a 
way to use X-rays and MRIs to predict 
the progression of arthritis, the use of 
ginger as a potential treatment for the 
anemia caused by chemotherapy or re-
nal disease, and the discovery that 45 
minutes of vigorous exercise results 
in an average of an extra 190 calories 
burned over the 14 following hours.

These potentially are important 
discoveries, but couldn’t the scientists 
make those discoveries at their home 
universities, and are these discoveries 
really worthwhile?

Mike Todd, the executive direc-
tor of the NCRC (an employee of the 
UNC General Administration), says 
that UNC “gets a tremendous bang for 
their buck.” The proximity of research-
ers to one another facilitates the shar-
ing of ideas, and there is an abundance 
of high-tech equipment, such as the 
Western hemisphere’s largest nuclear 
magnetic resonance machine.

To date, though, taxpayers have 

seen little return on their investment. 
Starting a biotechnology hub from 
scratch entails much financial risk with 
no guarantee of positive returns. A 
number of community-funded start-
ups have not had much success, and 
“nutraceuticals” is a highly specialized 
part of biotechnology. 

The campus has been in opera-
tion for roughly five years, and so far 
there are no spinoff businesses and 
no royalties being collected. Or in any 
case, none that any NCRC representa-
tives would discuss, although a scien-
tist mentioned that UNC-Chapel Hill 
scientists based at Kannapolis have ap-
plied for two patents, one of which has 
been licensed so far.

And although some jobs have 
been created by the campus, the most 
lucrative ones mostly are for highly 
trained specialists who are not from 
the area. According to the UNC-Cha-
pel Hill scientist, however, for each 
Ph.D. hired, the campus has gener-
ated between five and eight ancillary 
jobs. Todd estimates that between 300 
and 400 people from Kannapolis have 
jobs on the site.                                CJ

Duke Cheston is a writer for the John 
W. Pope Center for Higher Education Pol-
icy (popecenter.org).

The David H. Murdock Core Laboratory at the North Carolina Research Center (above) 
is located in Kannapolis. (Photo by Alexius Horatius)
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Opinion

Gender Grudge Match Continues in Science and Tech Education
Issues

in
Higher Education

The concept of diversity is now 
an industry in academia, em-
bedded in everything from the 

curriculum to residential life pro-
grams. There has been an explosion 
of university diversity officers, and 
many professors have staked their 
careers as researchers and teachers on 
the existence of overt racial or sexual 
discrimination that limits opportuni-
ties. The American 
Association of 
University Profes-
sors even devotes 
an entire periodi-
cal to it, Diversity 
in Academe.

Yet, the type 
of discrimina-
tion all this focus 
is supposed to 
address is, for the 
most part, extinct. 
As a result, the in-
dustry continually 
must find ways to justify its existence, 
often by finding bogeyman issues 
under the university bed.

One such nonissue is the sup-
posed lack of women in science and 
technical fields, to which Diversity in 
Academe devoted its November edi-
tion. But if the lack of women once 
was a problem, it no longer is: Sue 
Rosser, the provost at San Francisco 
State University, who is a leader in 
the movement to get more women 
involved in science careers, acknowl-
edges that “academe continues to 
improve for women” and that women 
are choosing “careers in the sciences” 
more than ever.

But that is not enough for her, 
and one wonders if anything ever will 

be enough. De-
spite the increase 
in women, she 
suggests that the 
“old issues [of bias] 
remain with new 
facets and faces.”

Writing one 
of the lead articles 
for Diversity in 
Academe, Rosser 
bemoaned the fact that “only” 41.9 
percent of all doctorates in science and 
engineering in 2010 were granted to 
women.

But just because only 41.9 
percent of Ph.D.s in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
are awarded to women does not by 
itself signify that the deck is stacked 
against them. In fact, it may signify 
just the opposite, since 41.9 percent of 
all STEM doctoral degrees is a whole 
lot of degrees 
— more than 
100,000 annually. 
That the percent-
age receiving 
degrees is below 
the percentage of 
women in society 
does not signify 
bias; it is unlikely 
that women 
could earn so 
many terminal 
degrees if actual discrimination — the 
type that prevents students from pur-
suing their dreams — were pervasive.

In fact, women already earn a 
majority of terminal degrees in biolo-
gy and medicine — 53 percent in 2010, 
to be precise. Women’s dominance is 
clear in veterinary science, where they 

receive roughly 
three-quarters of 
all doctorates.

But it’s 
not medicine 
and biology that 
concern Rosser. 
Women received 
only 22 percent 
of the Ph.D.s in 
computer science 

and engineering in 2010 — and that is 
unacceptable to Rosser and the other 
writers in Diversity in Academe.

Rosser and the other authors 
claim that the disparities are due to an 
environment that ranges from hostile 
to unwelcoming. They call for all sorts 
of ways to attract girls and women 
to the world of technology, primarily 
through greater exposure.

Yet a lack of exposure may not 
explain the disparities in interest in 

technology, for 
boys seem to 
gravitate toward it 
naturally. It is very 
likely that our in-
terests may be a lot 
more “hard-wired” 
than the Diversity 
in Academe writers 
suggest. Stud-
ies (and common 
sense) long have 
shown that small 

boys prefer playing with trucks to 
playing with dolls while girls prefer 
dolls. Some researchers attempt to 
explain these differences by claim-
ing that boys prefer trucks over dolls 
because it is more socially accepted. 
Yet other studies using nonhuman 
primates indicate that our choices are 

embedded deep in our DNA — male 
monkeys prefer masculine human 
toys, and female monkeys prefer 
feminine toys, just as human children 
do. Society’s approval or disapproval 
obviously have nothing to do with it.

Such hard-wired tendencies 
also would explain women’s emerg-
ing dominance in the biological and 
health sciences. Intrinsic interest plays 
an enormous part in comparative 
advantage — we develop talents in 
specific tasks and subjects because we 
are interested. When we have an inter-
est in a subject, learning comes much 
more easily.

But for some, the goal is not 
just to enable individuals to pursue 
their interests freely and achieve their 
maximum potential. And no longer 
is the movement to increase women’s 
participation in the sciences about 
addressing real grievances. Rosser’s 
increasing urgency in the face of 
so many actual advances in STEM 
participation by women — “the stakes 
are higher now than ever before,” she 
claims — is somewhat baffling. At 
least, until you realize that her real 
aims are political and personal.

The movement to increase wom-
en in STEM careers, at heart, introduc-
es an “us versus them” mentality and 
a bitter spirit of demographic score-
keeping in an area of study where 
objectivity and talent always have 
held sway. In the end, any success this 
movement achieves will hurt women 
— and everybody else — more than it 
will help.                                                CJ

Jay Schalin is director of state policy 
analysis for the John W. Pope Center for 
Higher Education Policy (popecenter.org).

JAY
SCHALIN

Studies indicate
our choices 

may be
imbedded deep

in our DNA
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From the Liberty Library Book review

Woodward Exposes Failure of 2011 Debt-Limit Talks• “We’re becoming like Eu-
rope.” This expression captures 
many Americans’ sense that some-
thing has changed in American 
economic life since the Great Re-
cession’s onset in 2008: that an 
economy once characterized by 
commitments to economic liberty, 
the rule of law, limited govern-
ment, and personal responsibility 
has drifted in a distinctly “Euro-
pean” direction. In Becoming Eu-
rope, Samuel Gregg uses the idea 
of economic culture — the val-
ues and institutions that inform 
our economic priorities — to ex-
plain how European economic 
life has drifted in the direction of 
what Alexis de Tocqueville called 
“soft despotism,” and the ways 
in which similar trends are mani-
festing themselves in the United 
States. More information at www.
encounterbooks.com.

• The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act has been a po-
litical football for years now, but 
as its provisions start going into 
effect, there’s still precious little 
information available on how it 
will affect you, your family, and 
your pocketbook. This 2,572-page 
document, nearly unreadable, will 
change your health care, your fam-
ily budget, and innumerable as-
pects of your life. But what does 
this law actually say? Beating 
Obamacare by Betsy McCaughey 
is the straightforward, practical 
guide to navigating Obamacare 
that every individual and family 
needs to own. This guide will tell 
you exactly what to expect, what’s 
changing, and how much it will 
cost you and your family. Learn 
more at www.regnery.com.

• America’s war over gun 
control has raged since the 1960s. 
In 2008, the Supreme Court star-
tled the left by concluding that 
with the Second Amendment the 
Founders elevated “above all oth-
er interests” the right to bear arms 
“in defense of hearth and home.” 
Liberals feared the National Rifle 
Association would succeed in roll-
ing back regulations nationwide. 
In Living With Guns: A Liberal’s 
Case for the Second Amendment, 
veteran New York Times editor 
Craig Whitney carefully re-exam-
ines America’s relationship with 
guns, showing how guns are an 
important part of American cul-
ture. The earliest colonists needed 
them to survive. We have nearly 
300 million of them today. Trying 
to restrict gun ownership doesn’t 
deter crime. Visit publicaffairs-
books.com to learn more.           CJ

• Bob Woodward, The Price of Politics, Simon & Schuster, 448 
pages, 2012, $30.

By ElizaBEth linCiComE
Contributor

RALEIGH

Bob Woodward’s latest book, The Price of Politics, 
chronicles the inside story of how President Obama 
and Congress tried, but failed miserably, to revive 

the American economy and set it on a path to fiscal stabil-
ity. The book spans the harrowing period beginning before 
Obama’s inauguration in early 2009 through the summer of 
2012, focusing on 44 chaotic days in the summer of 2011 as 
Obama and House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, attempt-
ed to reach a “grand bargain” cutting entitlement spending 
and increasing tax revenue to address the nation’s long-
term debt. 

As only a well-sourced journalist like Woodward can 
do, The Price of Politics takes the reader inside the White 
House and the U.S. Capitol, offering first-person accounts 
of private conversations between the country’s most pow-
erful policymakers. Woodward, famous for cultivating in-
formants, conducted hours of one-on-one interviews with 
the president, Vice President Biden, Boehner, House Major-
ity Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., and Treasury Secretary Timo-
thy Geithner, along with numerous 
White House and congressional 
staffers. 

The drama of this fall’s election 
campaign may have pushed aside 
memories of last year’s showdown 
over the debt ceiling and what the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 set out 
to do. That debate was of such sig-
nificance that Woodward based an 
entire book around it. It also should 
play a major role in Obama’s legacy. 

“The debt limit crisis was a 
time of peril for the United States, 
its economy, and its place in the 
global financial order,” Woodward 
observes. “When you examine the 
record in depth, you cannot help 
but conclude that neither President 
Obama nor Speaker Boehner han-
dled it particularly well. Despite 
their evolving personal relation-
ship, neither was able to transcend 
their fixed partisan convictions 
and dogmas. Rather than fixing the 
problem, they postponed it. I be-
lieve their discussions about a grand 
bargain were sincere. But when they 
met resistance from other leaders in 
their parties, they did not stand their ground.”

Woodward recounts that Obama and Boehner met pri-
vately a number of times in the negotiations but then dele-
gated the bargaining on key spending and tax issues to their 
respective staffs. The result, he says, was a mind-numbing 
back and forth of written offers and counteroffers.

“I know from my interviews with the president and 
the speaker that neither of them fully understood the details 
or the ramifications for budgets and people,” Woodward 
states. “Most extraordinary was the repeated use of the tele-
phone for critical exchanges. Especially baffling was Presi-
dent Obama’s decision to make his critical request for $400 
billion more in revenue in a spur-of-the-moment phone call. 
The result was a monumental communications lapse be-
tween the president and the speaker at a critical juncture.”

Raising the debt ceiling normally is routine, but last 
year’s showdown forced investors to consider, for the first 
time, whether Congress hated Obama so much it would let 

the world’s most creditworthy country default on its debt 
just to make a political statement. Congress narrowly avert-
ed a catastrophe, but Standard & Poor’s did downgrade the 
country’s credit rating for the first time since 1917 because 
of what it called “political brinksmanship.”

To recap: In January 2011 Geithner gave Congress a 
heads up that the country’s debt load was nearing the cap. 
He estimated that by August Treasury no longer could 
guarantee it could pay all the country’s bills without getting 
additional authority from Congress to borrow money.

That prompted Boehner and House Republicans to in-
sist on spending cuts greater than any debt ceiling increase, 
and they would not back any deal raising taxes. Democrats, 
led by Obama, countered that any debt-reduction bill at-
tached to a measure raising the debt ceiling must include 
spending cuts and tax increases. Months of negotiations led 
nowhere. One apparent deal after another broke down. Re-
publicans reportedly walked away three times. 

Woodward writes that at this point Obama told his 
staff, “This is altering the presidency. I am not going to take 
a short-term extension, no matter what. I want everyone to 
understand it, and I want it to be in all your body language 
when you talk.” 

Obama told Woodward the standoff was undermin-
ing the Founders’ vision of the presidency. Obama said he 

would not permit the Republicans 
or anyone else to hold the credit-
worthiness of the United States hos-
tage, to threaten default as a budget 
or political tactic. “This wasn’t why 
I was elected, to be forced into these 
situations,” he told Woodward. 
“This is bigger than me. This is 
about the presidency, and it’s about 
the nation. This is not the way this 
situation is going to be resolved. I 
can’t let that happen.”

But Geithner told Woodward 
that he feared Obama was letting 
politics influence his decision on a 
debt-limit deal. 

Geithner recognized that the 
president faced not just an eco-
nomic or a political choice, but also 
a moral choice. “Suppose the Re-
publicans and Democrats banded 
together and passed a bill so the 
White House could not keep it from 
the president’s desk? What then? 
Veto and start a global trauma?” 
Geithner notes. “The president 
should not put himself in the posi-
tion of saying unequivocally that he 
would veto for one simple reason. 

No one could be sure how to put the American or the global 
economy back together again.” 

The Price of Politics is full of subplots, some related to 
mundane legislative tactics, but it is an engaging work of 
nonfiction that reads more like a soap opera. It is a tale of 
the high-stakes personal and political struggle between the 
president and the speaker, showing why they never reached 
a grand bargain, and how the president, the speaker, and 
Congress settled for stopgap measures that will delay for 
years any serious deficit reduction. 

“It is a fact that President Obama was handed a miser-
able, faltering economy and faced a recalcitrant Republican 
opposition,” Woodward writes. “But presidents work their 
will on the important matters of national business. Obama 
has not. The mission of stabilizing and improving the econ-
omy is incomplete. … These Washington leaders were risk 
averse. … It is a world of the status quo, only worse.”                   CJ
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 More research at your fingertips
at the redesigned John Locke Foundation home page

You can now search for research by 
John Locke Foundation policy analysts 
much easier than before. Our new web 
page design allows you to search more 
efficiently by topic, author, issue, and 
keyword.

Pick an issue and give it a try. Or 
choose one of our policy analysts and 
browse through all of their research. Ei-
ther way, we think you’ll find the infor-
mation presented helpful and enlight-
ening. 

http://www.johnlocke.org

Guy Owen’s Works of Fiction Transcend Their Rural N.C. Settings

TROY
KICKLER

When I was introduced to the 
work of award-winning 
novelist Guy Owen (1925– 

1981), I found an author whose subject 
matter captivated my attention. 

The Bladen County native grew 
up on a tobacco 
farm and later 
earned his un-
dergraduate and 
graduate degrees 
from the Uni-
versity of North 
Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. After earning 
his Ph.D., Owen 
taught at various 
higher educa-
tion institutions, 
including N.C. 
State University, 
while becoming a published poet and 
novelist. 

His rural childhood experi-
ences always were fresh in his mind 
and informed his fiction. The routine, 
Depression-era experiences, such as 
accompanying relatives to auctions, 
working in the field, or performing 
daily chores, may seem insignificant, 
but memories of those activities pro-
vided Owen with a wealth of literary 
material.

Owen’s two most popular novels 

were The Ballad of the Flim-Flam Man 
(1965) and Journey for Joedel (1970). 
The professor considered the latter to 
be his best novel. For it, he won the 
Sir Walter Raleigh Award and was 
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. Journey 
for Joedel is about a sharecropping 
father and his son, 
Joedel, hauling tobacco 
to town, selling it, and 
returning home with 
their earnings. 

It doesn’t sound 
comparable to Hom-
er’s Odyssey, nor am I 
claiming it to be, but 
much happened along 
the way to and from 
the market. As Sally 
Buckner, a former Guy 
Owen student, de-
scribes Joedel’s trip in 
the introduction of the 
novel’s 2010 reprint: 
“Every incident rings 
with moral complexity 
that challenges young Joedel’s cer-
tainty about right and wrong.” 

Indeed, the journey is one of 
character maturation for the 13-year-
old. Joedel, for instance, wrestles 
with whether he should cull rotting 
tobacco leaves and lose some profit, or 
gamble that buyers will overlook the 

few, bad leaves so that the quality of 
his good leaves remains unquestioned 
and attracts more potential buyers. 
Joedel, whose mother is part Lumbee, 
also deals with positive and negative 
remarks concerning his racial heritage. 

The Ballad of the Flim-Flam Man 
was my introduction 
to Owen. More exactly, 
it was the 1967 film of 
the same name star-
ring George C. Scott. In 
the movie, there is an 
unforgettable and zany 
car chase that wreaks 
havoc on a small, 
North Carolina town.

The main 
character, Mordecai 
Jones, M.B.S., C.S., 
D.D., brags about his 
self-styled, advanced 
degrees that stand for 
“Master of Back-Stab-
bing, Cork-Screwing, 
and Dirty-Dealing.” 

The older drifter travels the Southeast, 
swindling people out of their cash and 
stealing — excuse me, borrowing cars. 
Although the movie was filmed in 
Kentucky, the story’s setting is in rural 
“Cape Fear County,” North Carolina 
— a place similar to the area where 
Owen grew up. 

The nickel-and-dime swin-
dler mentors an AWOL serviceman, 
Curley, and tells him early on: “You 
can’t cheat an honest man.” With 
that in mind, Mordecai lures others 
into thinking that they can cheat him 
or Curley. When in a predicament, 
Mordecai is willing to deceive honest 
people. Curley, however, eventually 
reveals that there is some good in 
people.

Like many Southern writers, 
Owen uses his own past experiences 
and environment to provide mate-
rial for his fiction. Recall William 
Faulkner’s use of Yoknapatawpha 
County, a fictitious location based on 
the real Lafayette County, Miss. The 
result is that the fiction has a local 
flavor, describing the sights, sounds, 
and folkways of a certain place.

Many have argued that all art is 
rooted, but the best artists know how 
to use the particular to transcend the 
local and discuss universal concepts. 
Owen’s work is particularly regional, 
and in many ways local, but his fic-
tional Cape Fear County offers a lens 
through which we can see broader 
themes and a bigger world.                CJ

Dr. Troy Kickler is director of the 
North Carolina History Project (northcar-
olinahistory.org).



PAGE 22 JANUARY 2013 | CAROLINA JOURNALBooks & thE arts

Book reviews

Helms Speeches Strike Chord in Time of Greatly Expanding Government

Novel About Wall Street Meltdown Unveils Perils of High-Flying Lifestyle

• Jesse Helms Center Foundation, Thir-
ty for Thirty: Thirty Landmark Addresses 
Given By Senator Jesse Helms During 
His Thirty-Year Legislative Career, Jesse 
Helms Center, 2012, 270 pages, avail-
able at jessehelmscenter.org. 

By lloyD BillingSlEy
Contributor

RALEIGH
“They’ve got to deal with that right-

winger from North Carolina until well into 
the 21st century, the Lord willing.”

That was Jesse Helms in 1997, re-
ferring to editorial writers at The 
New York Times. Helms duly re-

mained on the scene until July 4, 2008, 
and this collection explains why the 
Times didn’t care for him, though U2 
singer Bono certainly did. 

“There are 2 million people alive 
in Africa today because Jesse Helms 
did the right thing,” said Bono. In 
Thirty for Thirty, Helms explains why 
he supported U.S. action against the 
spread of HIV, and a lot more. 

The speeches read well, and one 
may be certain that Helms, a former 
news editor for the Raleigh Times, is 
the author. But Thirty for Thirty is more 
than Jesse Helms’ greatest hits. Indeed, 
it covers ground worthy of review by 
right and left alike.

The New York Times disliked 
Helms because he opposed commu-
nist dictators such as Fidel Castro, 

“an evil, cruel, brutal, murderous ty-
rannical thug.” Helms did not neglect 
North Korea, “where millions starve 
and die to satisfy the bizarre whimsy 
of a psychotic dictator.” When Nobel 
laureate and Gulag Archipelago author 
Alexander Solzhenit-
syn visited the United 
States, his first stop was 
the residence of Sen. 
Helms. 

In 1983, en route 
to South Korea, Helms 
befriended some chil-
dren about to board Ko-
rean Airlines flight 007. 
The Soviet Union shot 
down the airliner, kill-
ing 269 people, includ-
ing the children Helms 
befriended, and U.S. 
Rep. Lawrence McDon-
ald of Georgia. Helms  
easily could have been 
on that doomed flight, 
and his brief speech at 
the memorial service is the most mov-
ing in this collection. Agree with them 
or not, others are notable for their com-
mand of the issues.

Anyone who wants to hear the 
case for keeping the Panama Canal will 
find it here. Helms’ speech on the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, which 
in the 1980s was funding material such 
as Andres Serrano’s “Piss Christ,” cites 
legal precedent and notes that “Con-

gress does not infringe or deny an 
artist’s right to freedom of expression 
simply because it refuses to financial-
ly support that artist’s exercise of this 
right.” 

In 2000 Helms tells the United 
Nations that, “It is a 
fanciful notion that free 
peoples need to seek 
the approval of an in-
ternational body, some 
of whose members are 
totalitarian dictator-
ships, to lend support 
to nations struggling 
to break the chains of 
tyranny and claim their 
inalienable God-given 
rights.”

It is well known 
Helms held strong 
convictions about lim-
ited government. “If a 
man sees himself as the 
creature of the state,” 
Helms said in 1977, 

“then he must expect to be completely 
controlled in his thinking and his ac-
tions, and he surely will be. He should 
bear in mind that such self-conception 
dictates that his property belongs to 
the state as well.”

Further, he said, “The whole spir-
it of American government is a spirit of 
restraint under which the citizens can 
enjoy the benefits of a well-ordered 
liberty. Congress has lost sight of this 

restraint by allowing federal taxation, 
borrowing, and spending to get totally 
out of control.” 

In 1973 Helms said Americans 
“do not want the large, cumbersome, 
meddlesome, expensive, restrictive, 
coercive, energy-sapping government 
they have today. ... But I also believe 
that momentum now favors govern-
ment growth. And if this momentum is 
not halted, people will get ever more 
tolerant of government growth.”

The last two national elections 
would seem to confirm Helms’ proph-
ecy. Pundits are consigning conserva-
tism to the ash heap of history even as 
some conservatives are having second 
thoughts about limited government. 
Here, Helms’ speeches and experience 
can provide some guidance. 

During the Carter era of econom-
ic decline at home and retreat abroad, 
Helms stuck to his conservative prin-
ciples and supported Ronald Reagan 
who, against considerable odds, boost-
ed economic growth and ended the 
Cold War.

In the Obama era, Leviathan has 
gained considerable heft, and the na-
tion remains in a recession. Imperial-
ist Islam has replaced Stalinist expan-
sion, but retreat is the rule. If all that 
is to change, it won’t be because those 
on the side of “that right-winger from 
North Carolina” see their principles 
and convictions as irrelevant.         CJ

• Douglas Brunt, Ghosts of Manhattan, 
Touchstone, 2012, 288 pages, $24.

By ElizaBEth linCiComE
Contributor

RALEIGH

In his breakout novel, Ghosts of 
Manhattan, author Douglas Brunt 
distinguishes himself as more 

than just the husband to Fox News’ 
blonde bombshell, reporter and anchor 
Megyn Kelly. Brunt’s writing debut is 
a hilarious yet disturbing account of 
life working on Wall Street. The further 
one reads, the more she realizes what 
a complicated urban heart of darkness 
life on Wall Street truly can be. 

Ghosts of Manhattan is told from 
the first-person perspective of the 
book’s main character, Nick Farmer. 
Set in 2005, Farmer is a 35-year-old 
bond trader with Bear Stearns raking 
in seven figures a year. His work-re-
lated nightlife revolves around booze, 
hookers, and cocaine, and although it 
has taken a toll on his marriage and on 
him, Nick is addicted to his annual bo-
nus. 

“A person can lose perspective on 
the value of a dollar here,” Farmer re-

counts. “In almost any other industry I 
know, for $300,000 a year you can hire 
a smart, experienced guy to come work 
for you. He’ll work hard, take pride in 
his work, and live a good lifestyle on 
that money. Wall Street is different. Af-
ter a few years on Wall 
Street, that guy’s a loser. 
After 10 years at Bear, 
if you’re not making $2 
million, or $5 million, 
you’re failing.”

On a deeper level, 
this book offers a bril-
liant social commentary 
on the ethical dilemmas 
that go along with pay-
ing mind-boggling sala-
ries to immature young 
adults. As Oliver, anoth-
er one of Brunt’s charac-
ters, explains to a group 
over dinner:

“It takes a strong 
character to deal with 
excess of anything. A girl that’s too 
pretty, a guy that’s too handsome or 
smart. It can wreck a person because 
he doesn’t have to strive for anything. 
And money’s the worst. Look at these 

young kids trading bonds who are 
suddenly making millions for a bo-
nus. They end up going bananas on 
the town. Once you cross a threshold 
of having your basic needs met, there’s 
actually a negative correlation be-

tween more money and 
more happiness. Many 
people just aren’t strong 
enough to deal with a 
lot of money.” 

Even though the 
book is set in 2005-
06, one of the central 
themes is the brewing 
Armageddon that be-
came the 2008 financial 
meltdown. Yes, this is a 
work of fiction, but the 
narrative that plays out 
among Brunt’s charac-
ters offers an accurate 
and utterly terrifying 
perspective of what it 
was like to be an insider 

when the economy imploded. A nerdy 
analyst, Freddie Cook, approaches 
Nick and the principals of Bear Stearns 
with apocalyptic predictions of where 
Bear’s risky trading of mortgage-

backed securities may lead. 
“You have to alter course now,” 

Cook says. “Now. We can’t unwind 
these positions overnight. We have to 
gently unwind starting now and do 
it over a period of a year, maybe two, 
and hope the market doesn’t turn be-
fore we’re finished. We have to do it 
slowly, and even that comes with risk. 
People are going to start to wake up 
to how exposed the major banks are. 
Then they’re going to start to make 
bets on the correction. The bets on the 
downfall will accelerate the downfall.” 

When asked on “The O’Reilly 
Factor” about the inspiration for her 
husband’s book, Kelly mentioned that 
a lot of the couple’s friends in New 
York work on Wall Street and had pro-
vided some insider perspective for the 
novel. 

In another review of Ghosts of 
Manhattan, Fox Business Channel’s 
John Stossel made an apt observation. 
“After the mortgage bubble burst,” he 
wrote, “if you ever wondered ‘What 
were they thinking?,’ [this book] pro-
vides a thoughtful and thrilling por-
trait of what they were doing instead 
of thinking.”                             CJ
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Free Choice for Workers:
A History of the Right to Work Movement

By George C. Leef
Vice President for Research at the
John William Pope Center for Higher 
Education Policy

“He writes like a buccaneer...
recording episodes of bravery, 
treachery, commitment and 
vacillation.”

Robert Huberty
Capital Research Center(Call Jameson Books, 1-800-426-1357, to order)

There’ll Always Be an England, and Apparently James Bond, as Well

Books authored By JLF staFFers

By John Hood
President of the 
John Locke Foundation

“[Selling the Dream] provides a 
fascinating look into the world 
of advertising and beyond ... 
Highly recommended.”

Choice
April 2006

Selling the Dream
Why Advertising is Good Business

www.praeger.com

Movie review

• “Skyfall,” MGM and Sony Pictures Entertainment, 
PG, released Nov. 9, 143 minutes.

By lloyD BillingSlEy
Contributor

RALEIGH
The scent and smoke and sweat of a casino are 

nauseating at three in the morning. Then the soul-
erosion produced by high gambling — a compost 
of greed and fear and nervous tension — becomes 
unbearable and the senses awake and revolt from it. 

James Bond suddenly knew that he was tired. 

That’s where it all started, with Ian Fleming’s 
1953 Casino Royale novel, long since made into 
a film like the others, beginning with “Dr. No” 

in 1962, staring Sean Connery as James Bond. 
Fifty years and nearly two dozen films later 

comes “Skyfall,” worthy of attention for many rea-
sons, not all cinematic. As a movie it breaks some 
new ground while preserving, as one character says, 
some of “the old ways.”

In 1983, when Sean Connery had another go 
as James Bond in “Never Say Never Again,” Johnny 
Carson joked that 007 would need a cyanide sup-
pository. 

That quip might apply to the high-tech “Sky-
fall.” Judy Dench, here called “Mum” rather than 
M, is every bit as gray as Desmond Llewellyn, the 
original Q. As a British spy boss, Ralph Fiennes bears 
some resemblance to Pete Townshend. 

Daniel Craig, the latest Bond, also is showing 
his age, slightly resembling a recently retired line-
backer. 

On the other hand, the new Q, Ben Whishaw, 
sports a Harry Potter look. The elegant Naomi Har-
ris has much more to do as Eve Moneypenny than 
the original, Lois Maxwell, who passed away at 80 
in 2007. 

“Skyfall” also brings in Kincade, the game-
keeper at Bond’s ancestral home, played by Albert 
Finney, not exactly a novice.

As for story, somebody inside terrorist organi-
zations has a list of MI6 operatives and is releasing 

the names. He must be stopped, but so far he’s too 
smart for M and her crew. Enter James Bond, thought 
to be dead after a long initial action sequence that 
combines the X Games, Ninja Warrior, motocross, 
and martial arts. 

The revived Bond must pass tests to confirm 
his fitness as an agent, then hunt down the villain 
and stop him. 

On that quest, the story is more “what else?” 
than “what next?” The movie packs more bang-
bang than kiss-kiss, 
and Bond doesn’t get to 
have as much fun as he 
did in “Goldfinger” or 
“Thunderball.” 

No real equiva-
lent here to, respec-
tively, Honor Black-
man (Pussy Galore) or 
Luciana Peluzzi (Fio-
na Volpe.) That may 
please feminists, but 
for politicos, “Skyfall” 
is something of a mov-
ing target.

The left derided 
the Bond movies as Cold War cartoons, but the vil-
lains usually were from some criminal organization 
such as SPECTRE, playing the West and the Soviets 
off each other. 

It didn’t help that Bond collaborated with the 
CIA. He still does, but in “Skyfall” the villain turns 
out to be a renegade MI6 agent with a grudge against 
Mum. Viewers can judge whether Silva (Javier Bar-
dem) measures up to Blofeld, Dr. No, Auric Goldfin-
ger, or Drax in sophisticated malevolence. 

Silva mocks Bond as a failed agent, and his 
computer tricks overwhelm MI6. All will depend 
on James Bond, who, like Paul Simon, leans on old 
familiar ways, including a certain tricked-out Aston 
Martin DB5. But there’s more to the film’s respect for 
the past.

“There’ll always be an England,” as the 1939 
song said, and England is the most consistent reality 

in the Bond films. Bond remains an employee of an 
elected democratic British government, with estab-
lished and respected authority that goes back to the 
Magna Carta. 

M may be a powerful spymaster, but she must 
face the music in government hearings, where she 
recites Tennyson. The new M headquarters are in 
Winston Churchill’s old bunker, and a British bull-
dog figurine, wrapped in the Union Jack, holds vigil 
on her desk.

In “Skyfall,” as in 
all the Bond films, there 
is no question this is all 
worth defending, and 
such defense involves 
espionage, exotic weap-
ons, and secret agents 
like James Bond. 

Long before Silva, 
traitors in British intel-
ligence such as Kim 
Philby sold out to en-
emies of democracy 
such as Josef Stalin. So 
perhaps another Bond 
film will explore that 

theme in more depth.
A more recent Bond, Pierce Brosnan, said that 

Sean Connery once came on the set and spoke words 
he has never forgotten: “Are they paying you enough 
money?” 

That raises an economic issue.
“Skyfall” grossed more than $100 million in the 

United States alone on its first weekend, and may 
earn $1 billion worldwide. It is, as they say, a hit, and 
creators of hits — along with the wealth they create 
— are worth defending, too.

Money and generally favorable reviews aside, 
the film has caused some to proclaim Daniel Craig as 
the “best” James Bond. Sorry. It’s still Sean Connery, 
and the “Skyfall” theme song by Adele can’t hold a 
candle to Shirley Bassey in “Goldfinger.” 

Maybe they’ll do better next time. As the film-
makers say, James Bond will return.                                   CJ



PAGE 24 JANUARY 2013 | CAROLINA JOURNALoPiNioN

EDITORIAL

Mary Easley’s
Holiday Gift

COMMENTARY

N.C. Positioned For
Dramatic Reform

A new year brings new oppor-
tunities, and North Carolina 
offers the nation’s best op-

portunities to change state govern-
ment. 

North Carolina has the stron-
gest Republican leadership in well 
over a century with veto-proof ma-
jorities in the General Assembly, a 
popular new governor, and Repub-
licans in control of more than half 
of county commissions. Never have 
opportunities for free markets, per-
sonal responsibility, and limited 
government looked so 
promising.

The General As-
sembly is getting an early 
start Jan. 9 with an organi-
zational session before it 
fully convenes Jan. 30. 

The theme for the 
2013-14 session likely will 
be “Economic Recovery 
and Job Creation.” The 
leadership’s priority list 
includes reforming an 
antiquated tax system, 
expanding school choice, 
rolling back government regula-
tions, repealing renewable energy 
portfolio standards that drive up 
the cost of energy, protecting North 
Carolina’s right-to-work status, 
enacting regulations to produce 
natural gas with hydraulic fractur-
ing, and rebuilding and protecting 
the state’s infrastructure. Every-
thing else should be considered a 
distraction.

Along with the many state 
issues, there are some important 
and timely federal issues that need 
attention soon after legislators 
convene, the most significant being 
Obamacare and education policy.

North Carolina should say 
no to the Obamacare insurance 
exchanges, which are supposed to 
inform uninsured individuals about 
available insurance coverage. Ex-
changes will be expensive, and the 
long-term costs will belong to the 
states, meaning higher taxes. 

The estimated cost of operat-
ing a state-based exchange begins at 
$24 million in 2014 and reaches $27 
million by 2016. Washington will 
micromanage the exchanges, giving 
states less flexibility. Twenty-five 
states have declined to implement 
state-based exchanges. We should 
follow their lead.

North Carolina should exer-
cise its option not to expand Med-
icaid as called for by Obamacare. 
Medicaid is rife with waste and 
fraud and is an ineffective way to 
deliver health care. Why would we 

expand such a program? Medicaid 
now overwhelms North Carolina’s 
budget — it’s 15 percent of the Gen-
eral Fund and is the fastest grow-
ing part of the budget. The federal 
government proposes paying 90 
percent of the costs in the early 
stages of expansion, but even so, 
Medicaid expansion would result 
in more than $1 billion in additional 
costs to North Carolina taxpayers 
through 2019.

Regarding education policy, 
North Carolina should repeal the 

Common Core standards 
adopted in June 2010. The 
standards were devel-
oped by the National 
Governors’ Association 
and Council of Chief 
State School Officers 
and adopted by the U.S. 
Department of Educa-
tion with no meaningful 
input from experienced 
teachers or other stake-
holders. Adopting the 
Common Core standards 
in English and math will 

cost North Carolina taxpayers an 
extra $525 million over seven years. 
These national standards will force 
a one-size-fits-all standard of learn-
ing with questionable results. North 
Carolina would be better off resist-
ing federal intrusion and evaluat-
ing curriculum standards carefully 
to ensure we are adopting the best 
ones available.

To get its fiscal house in order, 
North Carolina must address the 
$2.5 billion debt we owe the federal 
government for unemployment 
insurance benefits. A legislative 
study recommends reducing the 
maximum weekly benefits and the 
maximum number of weeks unem-
ployed workers receive benefits, 
while increasing the taxes on about 
30 percent of N.C. businesses. 

Under this plan, the debt 
should be paid off by 2015 or 2016. 
Without action, taxes will continue 
to go up, further stifling the econ-
omy and suppressing job creation, 
leading to even greater unemploy-
ment. The time to get this debt 
under control and offer certainty for 
employers as they plan their busi-
ness models is now.

There are many opportuni-
ties for our new state leadership to 
promise smaller and more efficient 
government, freer markets, a re-
newed economy, robust job creation, 
and a “Carolina Comeback.”           CJ

Becki Gray is vice president for 
outreach at the John Locke Foundation.

BECKI
GRAY Former first lady Mary Easley hit 

a jackpot that may be worth a 
million dollars, and she didn’t 

buy a ticket.
Easley recently agreed not to sue 

N.C. State University for firing her in 
2009, and in return she’ll get an extra 
$40,000 a year in pension benefits. 
That bump could total a cool million 
over time, based on her life expec-
tancy. By not filing a lawsuit, Easley 
will soak the public in two ways: First, 
from the extra money we’ll pay for her 
pension; and second, by leaving the 
public unaware of the details of the 
scandal because they won’t be aired in 
court proceedings.

In 2005, N.C. State hired Easley 
to manage a program to bring speak-
ers to campus. The position drew 
headlines in July 2008, when Carolina 
Journal reported that she had landed 
an 88 percent raise, pushing her annu-
al salary to $170,000. College officials 
swore there was nothing odd about 
offering that much money for a posi-
tion with few formal duties, and that 
then-Gov. Mike Easley had no role in 
securing the position for his spouse.

Subsequent press investiga-
tions found that Mike Easley in fact 
pulled a lot of strings to get his wife 
the post. As a result, in 2009 Mary 
Easley was forced to retire, and N.C. 
State’s chancellor, provost, and board 
of trustees chairman left the university 
in disgrace.

The story didn’t end there, 
however. Easley signed a five-year 
contract with N.C. State when she got 
her raise; the university forced her to 
leave less than two years into the deal. 
Easley threatened to sue the university 

for wrongful termination, and current 
N.C. State Chancellor Randy Woodson 
decided it would be cheaper for the 
university to “unretire” her, letting her 
collect higher pension benefits rather 
than fighting a court battle the univer-
sity might lose.

The deal increases Mary Easley’s 
monthly pension benefit from $3,100 
to more than $6,700, the amount she 
would have received had she stayed 
through the end of the contract. N.C. 
State used private funds to reimburse 
the state’s pension and health plans 
the roughly $90,000 the university 
would have paid on her behalf from 
the time of her dismissal until the 
contract ended. Easley also repaid the 
pension and health plans an undis-
closed amount related to the benefits 
she has collected since her firing.

As usual, the Easleys will profit 
handsomely from their misdeeds, 
remaining silent as they cash in. 

Mike Easley, facing charges 
of violating campaign laws for not 
reporting flights from donors, took 
a felony plea rather than have those 
arrangements aired at a trial. Mary 
Easley grabbed an additional $3,600 
a month in pension benefits without 
explaining the closed-door deals that 
led to her six-figure position at N.C. 
State.

Oh, and Mike Easley, who sur-
rendered his law license as part of his 
plea deal, is on track to have it rein-
stated.

The Easleys’ continuing she-
nanigans may have North Carolin-
ians channeling that country song, 
“How can we miss you if you won’t 
go away?”                                         CJ
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COMMENTARY
EDITORIALS

JOHN
HOOD

Education Reform
Efforts need to address school governance

EDITORIALS

Voter ID
There’s plenty of support for it

Time For Leaders
To Step Up

Newly elected Republican 
Gov. Pat McCrory and the 
newly re-elected Republican 

legislature may have an ambitious 
agenda for cutting taxes dramati-
cally or adding new programs. But 
there is a fiscal constraint on any 
such agenda: Past governors and 
legislatures didn’t pay for what 
they spent.

Like almost all states, North 
Carolina has a constitu-
tional requirement that 
its budget be balanced. 
But the rule applies only 
to current expenses in 
the General Fund oper-
ating budget. It doesn’t 
constrain the issuance of 
debt for capital expense. 
It doesn’t account for de-
preciation. And it doesn’t 
apply to promises made 
during a fiscal year to pay 
employees in later years.

Essentially, the 
state’s fiscal rules operate 
on a cash basis. They don’t preclude 
the state from accruing liabilities to 
be paid from future revenues not 
yet collected or even projected at 
current tax rates.

So how large is the pile of 
unpaid bills McCrory and the leg-
islature have inherited? My lowball 
estimate is $72 billion. 

The unfunded liability gain-
ing the most political attention 
right now is 
the $2.5 billion 
the state owes 
Washington for 
unemployment 
insurance pay-
ments in excess 
of UI payroll-tax 
collections. But 
that’s one of our 
smaller debts. 
If you add up 
bonds and other 
obligations, the 
state’s formal debt stood at about 
$8.5 billion last year, most of it in 
the form of special obligations (not 
authorized by referendum).

So far, we’re at $11 billion. 
Next, add $30 billion. That’s the 
current estimate of how much the 
health plan for teachers and state 
employees is in the hole for prom-
ised future spending on retiree 
health benefits. If nothing is done, 
you can expect that number to ex-
ceed $40 billion within a few years.

Next, add another $30 billion. 
That’s one reasonable estimate of 
the unfunded liability in North 
Carolina’s pension fund for teachers 

and state employees that would be 
revealed if the system used more-
realistic projections of future invest-
ment gains.

Next, we need to account for 
the future cost of deferred mainte-
nance in government infrastructure. 
In transportation alone, the figure 
starts at $1 billion (remember, this is 
to repair existing roads and bridges, 
not add new capacity).

It would be bad 
enough if the preceding 
$72 billion in unpaid bills 
were the end of the story. 
But it isn’t. Remember 
that all North Carolina 
taxpayers also are federal 
and county taxpayers, 
and many reside in mu-
nicipalities. These other 
governments have built 
IOU piles of their own. 
Just for crumbling water 
and sewer systems, North 
Carolina’s localities have 
a $10 billion liability. At 

the federal level, a conservative 
estimate of total liabilities would 
be $72 trillion — or $16 trillion in 
marketable debt plus the unfunded 
liabilities for Social Security, Medi-
care, and other entitlements. By 
population, North Carolina’s share 
of that is $2 trillion.

These federal and local debts 
at least constrain how much more 
indebtedness or taxation can be 

imposed on 
North Caro-
linians by the 
state. In some 
cases, they may 
also impinge di-
rectly on future 
state budgets.

The truth 
is that some 
public liabili-
ties never will 
be financed. 
They can’t be. 

Federal entitlements will be cut. So 
will North Carolina’s retiree health 
benefits. But the state can’t repudi-
ate all past promises to pay. So the 
new leaders of the state have two 
fiscal responsibilities. The first is to 
begin to accumulate cash to satisfy 
existing debts and unfunded li-
abilities. The second is to offset any 
new state programs or tax cuts with 
budget cuts.

Past politicians didn’t even try 
to do these jobs. It’s time for grown-
ups to step up.                                  CJ

John Hood is president of the John 
Locke Foundation.

It’s time for
the state’s leaders

to start dealing
with budgets

like grown-ups

The single-largest expenditure of 
taxpayer funds in North Caro-
lina is for public education. We 

spend billions of dollars on public 
schools, community colleges, and 
universities. So why aren’t we talking 
more about how weird North Caro-
lina’s system of education governance 
is?

Public schools, community col-
leges, and the University of North 
Carolina system have their own gov-
ernance boards. They differ substan-
tially in design and operation:

• The State Board of Education 
has 13 voting members. They include 
11 members appointed by the gov-
ernor to eight-year terms, plus the 
elected lieutenant governor and state 
treasurer. The elected state superin-
tendent of public instruction serves 
as secretary of the board. Eight of the 
11 gubernatorial appointees represent 
specific regions of the state, while 
three are at-large members.

• The State Board of Commu-
nity Colleges has 21 members. They 
include 10 members appointed by the 
governor, four members selected by 
the state House, and four members 
selected by the state Senate, plus the 
lieutenant governor, state treasurer, 
and president of the community col-
lege system’s student government 
association.

The appointed members serve 
six-year terms. The governor’s 10 ap-

pointments must include one member 
from each of the state’s six community 
college regions, plus four at-large 
members. Each of the system’s 58 
campuses has its own board of trust-
ees. 

• The UNC Board of Governors 
has 32 voting members. They include 
16 members elected by the House and 
16 members elected by the Senate. In 
addition to these voting members, the 
UNC system’s student government 
association president serves as a non-
voting member, as do some emeritus 
members. Each of the UNC system’s 
campuses also has its own board of 12 
voting trustees plus a student body 
president as nonvoting member. 

So the General Assembly has 
little control over the State Board of 
Education, the governor has no role in 
controlling the UNC Board of Gover-
nors, and the two branches share the 
role of controlling the State Board of 
Community Colleges. While the UNC 
and community college boards hire 
the CEOs of their systems, the head of 
the Department of Public Instruction, 
the state superintendent, is elected 
independently.

So here we are, well into the 21st 
century, with a set of governance poli-
cies for North Carolina education that 
serve mostly to confuse the public and 
confound effective management. Let’s 
do something about it.                         CJ

One of the first bills the North 
Carolina General Assembly 
will enact next year, and that 

new Gov. Pat McCrory will sign, will 
establish a photo ID requirement to 
vote in North Carolina. It will pass 
quickly because it is uncontroversial. 

Yes, we know that left-wing 
activists and the news media consider 
voter ID laws to be controversial. But 
the public doesn’t agree. Clear majori-
ties of Republicans, Democrats, and 
unaffiliated respondents consistently 
have supported such requirements in 
public opinion polls. Back in August, 
for example, three-quarters of respon-
dents in a Washington Post poll said 
they favored a photo ID requirement.

Popularity doesn’t make some-
thing true or wise, of course. But if 
something is overwhelmingly popu-
lar, it is odd to label it controversial, at 
least in a political sense.

A photo ID requirement, if 
administered properly, is a reasonable 
safeguard against the unlikely — but 

not unprecedented — event that cer-
tain kinds of voter fraud might tip the 
outcome of an election.

Keep in mind that while North 
Carolina has no requirement, many 
other states and countries do. Scholars 
have studied their effects on voting. 
Most have found nothing of conse-
quence.

Realistically, voter ID require-
ments are an insurance policy against 
the possibility that an extremely close 
election might be stolen by voter 
fraud. 

In North Carolina, “extremely 
close” elections are not exactly un-
heard of. In the 2012 cycle, only a few 
hundred votes separated victorious 
U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre from David 
Rouzer in the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict. A state Senate race was settled by 
two dozen votes. 

The public overwhelmingly 
believes that taking out such an insur-
ance policy makes sense. The governor 
and legislature are about to do it.       CJ
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Debts and Deficits

MICHAEL
WALDEN

Energy
Transitions

EDITORIAL BRIEFS

To paraphrase Dorothy from The Wizard of 
Oz, “deficits, debts, and the future, oh my”! 
As questions still persist about the federal 

government’s financial future, here’s a guide to the 
most common issues.

What’s the difference between the deficit 
and debt? The deficit is the annual amount the 
federal government borrows to make up the gap be-
tween its spending and its revenues. The debt is the 
total of all federal government 
borrowing — over all years — 
that has not been repaid. The 
deficit is like the annual amount 
you put on a credit card; the 
debt is similar to the outstand-
ing balance on the card.

How big are the deficit 
and debt? This year’s deficit is 
near $1 trillion, while the debt 
currently stands at $16 tril-
lion. As a percentage of annual 
national income, the deficit is 
6 percent and the debt is 100 
percent. Neither is a record (the percentages were 
higher during World War II), but they are near the 
historic top.

Are interest costs on the debt taking an 
increasing part of the federal budget? Although 
the federal government’s debt has tripled since 
2000, annual interest costs today are no higher. This 
is because of the tremendous drop in interest rates 
over that time period.

Are our deficit and debt the highest in the 
world? “Yes” in terms of dollar amount, but “no” 
as a percentage of national income. Some countries 
surpassing us are Japan, Italy, and (you probably 
guessed) Greece.

Who owns our debt? The biggest holder 
of U.S. government debt is the government itself, 
including the Federal Reserve, Social Security, and 
Medicare. Together government agencies hold 
almost half (43 percent) of the debt. Private U.S. in-
vestors, like individuals, banks, and pension funds, 
own 21 percent of the debt. Among foreign owners, 
China has the most (8 percent), followed by Japan (7 
percent) and the U.K. (3 percent).

Why have the deficit and debt increased 

so much recently? There are many answers, but 
clearly one is demographics — the retiring “baby 
boomers” increase spending on Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid.

Could foreign countries — especially — 
abruptly demand payment for our debt they 
hold? The answer is “no” for two reasons. First, 
each part of the debt has a contractual term telling 
the holder when the debt can be redeemed. So any 
holder of the debt can’t one day say, “I want my 
money back.” Second, if large holders of our debt 
were to sell big chunks quickly, they would hurt 
themselves because the market value of the debt 
(what they could receive from a buyer) would drop.

Does the debt have to be repaid? Each 
component of the debt — called Treasury bonds, 
notes, and bills — must be and has been repaid as it 
comes due. In fact, the federal government always 
has repaid both interest and principal on its debt. 
Most experts think it’s OK for the federal govern-
ment — like businesses and households — to carry 
some debt. However, most would like to see the 
relative size of the debt — as a share of the nation’s 
total income — begin to fall.

What are the costs of high and rising 
federal debt? Economists see two big costs. One is 
the money used to pay the interest and principal on 
the debt isn’t available for other uses — and those 
uses could be either private or public. The second is 
that big borrowing by the federal government could 
push up interest rates. Economists worry both of 
these costs can lead to slower economic growth.

How can we solve the deficit and debt is-
sues? This, of course, is the $16 trillion question, 
and various groups have very strong feelings about 
how our fiscal problem should be addressed. There 
are many who say a solution will likely include 
both tax revenue increases and projected spending 
decreases. But, as always, the details will determine 
the outcome.

Feel better about our deficits and debt? Prob-
ably not! But with knowledge comes power, so 
maybe you’re more energized to tackle the issues. CJ

Michael Walden is a Reynolds Distinguished Pro-
fessor at N.C. State University.

Politicians love to talk about possible rapid 
transitions from one sort of energy tech-
nology to another. Such talk is highly 

unrealistic as it ignores energy system inertia 
and momentum, writes Kenneth Green for The 
American. 

“Unfortunately for them (and often the 
taxpayers), our energy systems are a bit like an 
aircraft carrier: They’re unbelievably expensive, 
they’re built to last for a very long time, they 
have a huge amount of inertia (meaning it takes 
a lot of energy to set them moving), and they 
have a lot of momentum once they’re set in 
motion. No matter how hard you try, you can’t 
turn something that large on a dime, or even a 
few thousand dimes,” says Green.

Green says three different types of mo-
mentum make rapid change difficult: techno-
logical, labor-pool, and economic. Technologi-
cal shifts have wide-ranging impact. A shift 
from incandescent to compact fluorescent light 
bulbs, for example, also may necessitate costly 
changes in light fixtures. 

Shifts between energy systems are lim-
ited by how fast a labor pool can be trained or 
retrained to support a new energy industry.

Easily the largest form of momentum is 
economic momentum, says Green. The big-
gest parts of energy systems — including fuel 
production and refining, electric generation, 
and distribution — are very expensive to build. 
They also are designed to last for long periods, 
which is necessary to recover their high con-
struction costs.

The streetcar fantasy
Charlotte recently began construction of a 

streetcar line. Charlotte isn’t the only city con-
sidering streetcars; San Antonio also is looking 
into the idea. No matter where a streetcar line is 
envisioned, it’s a bad idea, says Randal O’Toole 
in a policy brief for the Heartland Institute.

Supporters claim streetcars serve as an 
economic development tool, citing the example 
of Portland, Ore. This is a misinterpreta-
tion of Portland’s experience with streetcars, 
says O’Toole. The only portions of that city’s 
streetcar line that saw a resurgence were the 
ones where government made available large 
amounts of taxpayer incentives.

“City officials who think a streetcar alone 
will generate new development have been mis-
led,” says O’Toole.

Leaving such incentives aside, streetcars 
are costly to taxpayers. A streetcar line can 
carry far fewer passengers than a bus route, 
and streetcars must operate along fixed tracks, 
giving them less flexibility. Streetcar capital 
and operating costs are substantially higher 
than those of buses, making it between two and 
seven times more expensive per mile to carry a 
passenger by streetcar as compared to a bus.

As for the attraction of streetcars, “Claims 
that streetcars have some kind of a ‘rail advan-
tage’ that attracts travelers who won’t ride a 
bus are purely hypothetical,” says O’Toole.     CJ
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Where are the Responsible Reporters?

A Kinder, Gentler, More Female Congress?

ANDY
TAYLOR

One of the big pieces of news 
from this year’s elections was 
the large increase in the num-

ber of women elected to Congress. 
Eleven women won U.S. Senate races 
— five newcomers and six incumbents 
— meaning the upper body of the 
113th Congress will have a record 20 
female members. 

The House 
also will have more 
women than ever 
with 83. For many, 
this brings hope 
that Congress will 
become a kinder 
and gentler place, 
one more capable 
of compromise and 
consensus and, 
ultimately, great-
er productivity. 
Women, the argu-
ment goes, are less confrontational and 
aggressive than men and more likely 
to empathize and work with political 
opponents.

This proposition is, of course, 
greatly exaggerated, if not funda-
mentally inaccurate. It is commonly 
held among practitioners on the left 
and within the gender and women’s 
studies crowd. These individuals are 
continually on the lookout for male-
female differences that go beyond 
basic biology. Indeed, the academics 

among them need to find disparate 
behavior across the sexes to legitimize 
their own existence. 

To be sure, there are significant 
and interesting political differences 
between men and women, but they 
generally have little to do with the 
kind of gender traits feminist theorists 
like to talk about. By far the most dra-
matic distinction in American politics 
is ideological. Women are much more 
liberal and Democratic. The 2012 elec-
tion exit polls revealed that 55 percent 
of women voted for Barack Obama; 
only 45 percent of men did. Of the 103 
women who will be members of the 
113th Congress when it is sworn in 
this month, only 27 are Republicans 
(four senators and 23 House mem-
bers). 

If you are on the left, like many 
who promote the thesis of innate 
gender differences in political behav-
ior, you are therefore prone to view 
women as more conciliatory. That’s 
not the case from a conservative posi-
tion, however. According to ideology 
scores derived from roll-call votes, 
12 of the 30 most liberal members of 
the 112th House were women — and 
the group does not include Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., since 
she is 43rd most liberal. North Caro-
lina Republican Virginia Foxx is the 
most conservative woman, but 28 men 
are to the right of her. 

This notion that women are 
committed to making legislative peace 
rather than legislative war comes 
largely from observations of liberal ac-
ademics who view female lawmakers 
in the opposition as more persuadable 
than their male colleagues. But this 
mainly is because Republican women 
tend to be more moderate ideologi-
cally than Republican men. 

There were five GOP women 
in the 112th Senate, and all but Kelly 
Ayotte of New Hampshire were in the 
most centrist quarter of the party’s 
conference. From the perspective of 
conservatives, women members of 
Congress don’t seem particularly 
interested in making deals. For every 
moderate Democratic senator like 
Clare McCaskill and Mary Landrieu, 
there are several liberal Barbara Box-
ers and Barbara Mikulskis. It’s hard 
to name just one moderate returning 
female Democrat in the House — and, 
with the possible exception of a mem-
ber who just retook her seat in Ari-
zona, there isn’t an obvious candidate 
among the newcomers, either.

In politics, whether as voters or 
legislators, women are as dumb (or 
smart) as men. The principal differ-
ence is not how the sexes regard other 
human beings but what they think 
about policy. Just why are women so 
much more liberal than men? Some 
of it might have to do with income, 
but when controlling for indicators of 

affluence women are still more liberal. 
Given that men and women have 
quite similar views on abortion — 
women are slightly more pro-choice 
than men — it is not that issue, either. 
Research demonstrates it is on matters 
like guns, health care, and education 
that the schism is widest. The feeling 
is that women’s maternal instincts 
kick in and they place greater empha-
sis on protection than freedom. Note 
that this explanation does have impor-
tant biological or sociological roots but 
is manifest in policy preferences, not a 
certain kind of legislative behavior.

In fact, some say the “gender 
gap” in political attitudes and parti-
sanship is actually a function of men’s 
fickleness. Perhaps our focus should 
not be on the fairer sex. Since 1972, 
the male vote has been more volatile 
when measured against election-
to-election changes in the parties’ 
performance at the presidential level. 
It has swung about 14 percent more 
than women’s. Men, for example, 
were discernibly more Republican in 
1996 than they were in 1976 and in 
1988 than they were in 1980 — and the 
Republican candidates did better in 
the second half of those pairings.      CJ

Andy Taylor is a professor of 
political science in the School of Public 
and International Affairs at N.C. State 
University.

Having grown up in Washing-
ton — and since my father 
was a White House correspon-

dent in the late ’60s — I always have 
respected reporters who, regardless 
of their personal political persuasion, 
followed a lead and asked the tough 
questions.

These report-
ers of a bygone 
era included 
Scotty Reston, Bob 
Novak, Row-
land Evans, Jack 
Germond, Mary 
McGrory, Joseph 
Alsop, Drew 
Pearson, and Jack 
Anderson, whose 
respective careers 
spanned decades. 
Their columns 
and news stories 
were required 
reading for the political class, not only 
in Washington but throughout the 
nation.

Many of them covered Washing-
ton during World War II, and some 
broke the biggest stories of the last 
half of the 20th century.

Most weren’t camera-friendly 
or deliberately provocative, but they 

were dogged, and they strived to be 
accurate.

Wherever the lead took them, 
they usually followed it no matter 
what politician or government official 
it affected, and as long as they had the 
facts, they ran with the story and went 
to print.

Did they socialize with politi-
cians and on occasion overindulge in 
drink with their favorites? Yes, but in 
most cases they were journalists first 
and friends with politicians and gov-
ernment officials 
second.

Fast forward 
to today, and what 
you find is that 
most of the report-
ers who cover the 
White House are 
just lap dogs for 
the “Obama mes-
sage of the day” 
and rarely ask the 
president a tough 
question.

And to be clear, those reporters 
reflect the philosophical views of the 
management of their respective news 
organizations.

The rare exceptions have been 
the reporters for Fox News Channel, 

The Washington Times, Newsmax, The 
Washington Examiner, and The Weekly 
Standard.

Unfortunately, many of those 
news organizations rarely get called 
on during President Obama’s infre-
quent press conferences. And when 
White House Press Secretary Jay Car-
ney gets tough questions at the daily 
press briefing, reporters are for the 
most part stonewalled.

Case in point is the Benghazi 
tragedy and scandal.

It has now 
been more than 
three months 
since the terror-
ist attack on 9/11 
on our consulate 
in Libya, which 
resulted in the 
deaths of four 
brave Americans. 
The best you can 
say about the 
Obama team’s 
initial response 

to the attacks was that the president’s 
team misled the country.

As we now know and the facts 
confirm, the Benghazi attack was not, 
as the administration claimed, a spon-
taneous protest against an obscure 

anti-Muslim video. Instead, it was a 
coordinated attack by Islamic terror-
ists affiliated with al-Qaida. The White 
House situation room was monitor-
ing the attack in real time and knew 
all along that in fact it was a terrorist 
attack.

Yet the president, in his United 
Nations speech, continued to claim 
the attack was motivated by the film 
and made absolutely no mention of 
the al-Qaida-inspired massacre of four 
Americans.

We also know now, in the light 
of day, that Ambassador Chris Ste-
vens’ repeated pleas for more security 
fell on deaf ears. And let us not forget 
the two former Navy SEALs, who for 
more than six hours after the initial at-
tack manned a machine gun at a CIA 
annex not far from the consulate and 
despite their calls for help, none came.

You would think the mainstream 
press would want answers to ques-
tions that surround the Benghazi 
scandal — that they would dig and 
uncover the facts.

 The families of these fallen he-
roes and the American public deserve 
to know the truth.                                 CJ

Marc Rotterman is a senior fellow 
at the John Locke Foundation.
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Why don’t
reporters want

to know
anything about
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Chairman Parker Hails Return to ‘Normalcy’ for Dems (a CJ Parody)

An Investment Plan For N.C.’s Economic Recovery
The ongoing debate in Washington and the upcoming national 

campaigns for president and Congress will offer plenty of opportuni-
ties for pro-growth politicians to craft, explain, and sell reforms of the 
federal budget, federal taxation, federal regulation, and federal agen-

cies and programs.
In the new book Our Best Foot Forward: An 

Investment Plan for North Carolina’s Economic Re-
covery, John Locke Foundation President John Hood 
tells North Carolina’s policymakers and citizens that 
economic policy is not the exclusive domain of presi-
dents, federal lawmakers, or the Federal Reserve. 
States and localities can play critical roles in econom-

ic policy — for good or for ill.
We invite you to read and share this plan for our state’s recovery 

with your family, friends, and co-workers. Go to http://johnlocke.org 
for more information. 

John Hood

The John Locke Foundation, 200 W. Morgan St. Suite 200, Raleigh, NC, 27601
919-828-3876 • JohnLocke.org • CarolinaJournal.com • info@johnlocke.org

By SEymour grEEn
Political Correspondent

RALEIGH

State Democratic Party Chairman 
David Parker, a Statesville attor-
ney, said he sees no need to seek a 

second term, taking credit for what he 
calls a “substantial rebound” for key 
members of the party near the end of 
his tenure.

In an exclusive interview with 
Carolina Journal, Parker discounted the 
significant electoral losses his party 
suffered in November, and the bad 
publicity resulting from a sexual ha-
rassment charge that a former male 
employee made against the party’s 
male executive director.

Instead, Parker said, his behind-
the-scenes efforts have helped rebuild 
the reputations of six disgraced demo-
crats. 

“These individuals have been 
through some tough times, but thanks 
to my influence and advice, they will 
once again be influential and respected 
North Carolinians. Rebuilding their 
reputations is key to rebuilding the 
Democratic Party,” he said.

The six
• Former Gov. Mike Easley, who 

took a felony plea on campaign finance 
violations involving improperly re-
porting campaign flights: “I helped him 

get his law license restored in Decem-
ber, even though he still has not paid 
$95,000 of a $100,000 fine his campaign 
owes the State Board of Elections. Mike 
told me people have already forgotten 
about that fine.”

• Former first lady Mary Easley, 
fired from a $170,000-a-year job at N.C. 
State University that she obtained as a 
result of her husband’s intervention: “I 
guided her though a successful settle-
ment with N.C. State officials involv-

ing a reworked retirement scheme. 
Her new annual government pension 
jumped from $37,171 to $80,597. She 
was very thankful.”

• Ruffin Poole, a top aide to Mike 
Easley, who took a felony plea on cor-
ruption charges: “After Ruffin got out 
of federal prison in April, I helped him 
buy a new Raleigh home down the 
street from his old boss, Mike Easley. 
I’m still working on getting his law li-
cense restored, and I hear he’s becom-

ing a lobbyist.”
• McQueen Campbell, the for-

mer chairman of the N.C. State Board 
of Trustees, who stepped down after 
his role was revealed in both Mary 
Easley’s hiring and in providing Mike 
Easley with illegal campaign flights: 
“He won’t be flying politicians around 
for awhile, but I hooked him up with 
the football and basketball coaching 
staff at State. They like free flights, too, 
and these appear to be legal. McQueen 
say’s he’s happy as long as he is flying 
someone important. ” 

• Lanny Wilson, a major Demo-
cratic fundraiser who was involved 
but not charged in the scheme that sent 
Poole to prison and helped the Easleys 
get a sweetheart deal on coastal prop-
erty: “I called in some favors and got 
the [state Department of Transporta-
tion] board to name a Wilmington 
bridge after Wilson. Lanny told me he 
is beginning to feel important again.”

• Gov. Bev Perdue: “Even though 
people might think she doesn’t like 
me because I refused to step down as 
party chairman when she asked me to, 
we are actually good buddies. I helped 
her come up with some excuses for not 
sending her unspent campaign funds 
to the Democratic Party. She is sitting 
on about $1.2 million that she can use 
for a variety of things. She said she 
owes me big time.”                        CJ

State Democratic Party Chairman David Parker feels the engineering of the “substan-
tial rebound” of the financial prospects and reputations of in-trouble Democrats is 
his lasting legacy to the once-dominant state party. (CJ file photos)
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