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TIP #2 Build A Strong LinkedIn Profile 
If you don’t have a LinkedIn profile, create one now! Upload a recent and well-lit pho-
tograph. Think of your photo as your personal logo. Ensure your employment history 
is up to date. Add noteworthy news, publications, credentials and awards. BONUS: If 
your name is available as a Public Profile URL, grab it immediately.  

TIP #1 Prepare Your Elevator Pitch 
Prepare a summary of who you are and why your product or service is valuable. 
Make it brief: 15-30 seconds. Make it compelling. Consider framing it as a question. 
Example: “You know how people struggle with…? Well, I specialize in helping those 
people…” Your pitch should entice people to engage in a more detailed conversation. 

TIP #3 Establish Rapport 
During a networking event, don’t allow small talk to dominate the conversation. Ask 
open-ended questions. Example: “What do you love about your work?” or “What are 
you hoping to learn this evening?” Details revealed in the responses you receive fos-
ter authentic connections with people. 

TIP #4 Act Without Expectation 
The most effective way to impact a new acquaintance is to give them something — it 
establishes instant trust and credibility. That something might be an idea, guidance, 
honest feedback or a connection to a potential client. Consider asking, “How can I 
help advance your goals?” Find ways to help without expecting anything in return.  

TIP #5 Follow Up & Follow Through 
Within 48 hours of making a new connection, email, call or arrange to meet them in 
person. Ensure you deliver on any promises you’ve made to help them. Always offer a 
sincere “Thank you” even when you’re on the giving end. People may not remember 
what you say but they always remember how you’ve made them feel. 

For more tips on Networking, Personal Branding and Leadership Development, subscribe to my 
email list at CaraPower.com. 

http://carapower.com/cshdr
http://carapower.com/csftr
http://facebook.com/carapowercoaching
http://twitter.com/carapowercoach
http://linkedin.com/in/carapower

