
 

SUMMER 2017 TOOLKIT 

THE ISSUE 
President Trump has proposed a 32% cut to the international affairs budget, which makes up less than 

1% of the overall U.S. federal budget.  If Congress passes this budget, the results would be devastating for 

those living in extreme poverty and the programs that you’ve fought for like the Global Fund, Gavi, and 

PEPFAR. Luckily, the budget is controlled by Congress and many Members of Congress on both sides of 

the aisle have already come out and said they reject the proposed cuts. Faith Leaders, Generals and 

many of your communities have echoed the cry to protect foreign aid, but we must continue to be 

louder than ever. 

THE CAMPAIGN 
Finals may be over, but the fight to protect the international affairs budget isn’t. ONE Campus still needs 

your voice this summer to ensure your Senators and Representative know that you care about our 

national security, girls education, preventable diseases and boosting world economies including our 

own. We want to send the message that what happens overseas matters right here. In order to do this 

we will be continuing to contact our Members of Congress weekly and make sure our elected leaders 

know just how important the international affairs budget is to their constituents. 

CAMPAIGN ACTIONS 
1) MAKE PHONE CALLS TO YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.  
 

Calling your elected leader is quick and easy--we promise! Dial 1-877-659-7523 and use the call 
script in this toolkit to call both your Senators and Representative (after you’ve made the first 
call, you can hang up and dial again to be connected to your other Senator. Then, you’ll receive 
a text message with a number to be connected to your Representative). Be sure to report your 
calls using your data spreadsheet! Calls should be made during weekday business hours since 
that’s when Congressional staff are available to answer your call. 
 

➢ Bright idea: Are you catching up with old friends from high school or your hometown? Do 
you want to show them the awesome work you’ve been doing with ONE? Teach them all 
how to make a phone call and call together.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/n7hnslppcoburna/Campus%20Data%20Tracker%205.3.xlsx?dl=0


2)      WRITE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

Writing Letters to the Editor (LTEs) and getting them published is an effective advocacy tool. Not 
only do LTE’s raise awareness of issues within your community and with reporters, but, critically, 
these letters also get the attention of elected officials. Using the guide and sample LTE in this 
toolkit, you can draft and submit a Letter to the Editor to your local newspapers urging Congress 
to fully fund the U.S. foreign affairs budget. 
 

3)      IN-DISTRICT DELIVERIES 

 

As you may know we collected over 900 handwritten letters during our 2nd spring semester 

campaign. We are continuing to collect letters throughout the summer. We need help delivering 

these letters to your Members of Congress. Wherever you’re at in June, if you’re available to 

deliver letters to the local Congressional office, let your Campus Manager know.  

 

4)      RECRUIT A CAMPUS LEADER AT ANOTHER SCHOOL 

 

Help us grow our impact by recruiting a student from a school that doesn’t have a ONE chapter                  

to start one! Reach out to friends, former high school classmates and college students in your                

hometown. For recruitment tips, check out HOW TO: Recruit Members. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Music Festivals 

Music has always been a part of ONE Campus’ DNA and we’re excited that we will be present at some of 

the country’s premier music festivals. If you’re interested in volunteering please contact your Campus 

Manager. 

  

 June 3-4                     Aug 3-6 

Denver, CO                                 Chicago, IL  

                                           People’s Fair Music Festival            Lollapalooza Music Festival  

 

U2’s Joshua Tree Tour 

Get out and volunteer during U2’s upcoming Joshua Tree tour! ONE volunteers knocked it out of the 

park during U2’s 2015 tour, securing 35,102 actions to Congress. This summer we’re going bigger at 

stadiums, and your job as a volunteer will be to approach concert goers on the stadium concourse and 

get them to send a message to their Senator in support of the international affairs budget right then and 

there. It’s a fun and exciting volunteer opportunity--so come join us on tour! 

Please contact your Campus Manager ASAP. Volunteer slots are filling up fast! 

June 3- Chicago, IL 

June 4- Chicago, IL 

June 7- Pittsburgh, PA 

June 14- Tampa, FL 

June 16- Louisville, KY 

June 18- Philadelphia, PA 

2 

https://campus.one.org/resource/recruit-members/


June 20- Washington DC 

June 23- Toronto 

June 25- Boston, MA 

June 28- East Rutherford, NJ 

June 29- East Rutherford, NJ 

July 1- Cleveland. OH 

 

Volunteer with a local ONE Team 

ONE is made up of millions of members fighting to end extreme poverty. Although you may be on 

summer break ONE community teams are still out tabling at farmers’ markets, holding Advocacy in 

Action events, and making their voices heard all over the country. If you want to get involved in your 

local chapter of ONE let your Campus Manager know and they can help you reach the right person. 

SUMMER TIPS 
● Get set up as a ONE Campus Leader. If you’re a new Campus Leader, make sure you’ve checked 

and had your Campus Manager update your  “My Campus” page on the ONE Campus website, 

joined the ONE Campus Leaders Facebook Group, and familiarized yourself with the ONE 

Campus website where you can find how-to guides, easily sign up new members via our online 

tabling tool, and report points when the semester starts up. 

  

● Keep your ONE chapter engaged. Send weekly, or monthly chapter update emails. Let your 

Executive board and members know  the latest updates from ONE and what advocacy actions 

they can take part in. Communicate virtually about recruitment, planning, and to-do’s that need 

to happen over the summer so that your ONE chapter is ready to hit the ground running when 

the fall semester starts. 

  

● Follow the ONE Campus newsletter updates. We’ll send Campus Leaders periodic emails over 

the summer that contain tips and resources for completing the actions in this toolkit, insider 

campaign updates, reminders about local volunteer opportunities, goodreads, and more. Be on 

the lookout! 

  

● Report your actions. Reporting is critical so that we can track our collective impact. Be sure to 

send upload this spreadsheet to the report actions page with the names and contact info of 

everyone who took an action.  

RESOURCES 
Sample call script 

Dial 1-877-659-7523 and use the below call script to call your school’s Senators and Representative. 

After you’ve made the first call, hang up and dial again to be connected to your second Senator. Then, 

you’ll receive a text message with a number to be connected to your Representative.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/087id0uwmolp9ff/AACrbgD3t_jGNYe-YOWg3lCSa?dl=0
http://campus.one.org/.%20
http://campus.one.org/.%20
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188317631289244/
http://campus.one.org/.%20
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188317631289244/


“Hello, my name is [NAME] and I am a [ONE Campus Leader/E-Board/ONE Member] at

[UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE]. 

 

 I am calling to ask Senator/Representative [NAME] to please write the Chairman and Ranking 

Member of the Appropriations Committee, and ask them to fully support the international affairs 

budget. For just 1% of the federal budget, the U.S. development account helps keep our country 

safe, strengthens our economy and saves the lives of millions of people living in extreme poverty. 

Thank you for your time.” 

 

Sample Letter to the Editor (LTE) 

Draft your LTE using the sample LTE in this toolkit as a guide. Submit your LTE to your chosen paper(s) by 

email. Check out the opinion page to find the correct email address. It will usually include “letters” or 

“editor” in the address, i.e. letters@buffalonews.com or editor@buffalonews.com. For more tips, check 

out the ONE Campus HOW TO: Write an LTE guide. 

 

When you find our your LTE has been published, let your ONE Campus Manager know so that they can 

send it to ONE’s Communications team. 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

As I think about college starting back up in the fall, I'm looking ahead toward a bright future 

made possible by my chance to go to school. Which makes the fact that 130 million girls globally 

are out of school such a tragedy. And because poverty is sexist, most of those girls are in the 

world’s poorest countries. Education is vital for ending poverty, but the United States can’t do 

very much to help those girls if its development programs are cut. 

 

America’s investment in foreign assistance accounts for less than 1 percent of the federal 

budget,but it has yielded significant gains not only for people living in extreme poverty, but for 

America and our interests overseas. Foreign assistance makes America safer, helps creates jobs 

here in America, and is simply the right thing for the strongest and most successful country on 

earth to do for those who were not so lucky as to have been born here. Congress should reject 

President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the international affairs budget. 

 

[YOUR NAME] 

[SCHOOL] 

[EMAIL] 

[PHONE NUMBER] 
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https://campus.one.org/resource/write-a-letter-to-the-editor-or-op-ed/


 
TALKING POINTS 
 

About the International Affairs Budget 

 

The U.S. international affairs budget is the part of the budget that Congress uses to fund the 

State Department, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and nearly all other 

international programs carried out by the U.S. government. The funds in the account pay for 

things like the operating budgets of State and USAID, as well smaller agencies such as the 

Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), the Peace Corps, and trade promotion agencies. The 

international affairs account also funds virtually all of the programs these agencies carry out 

overseas, including global health, food security, humanitarian relief and economic development 

programs. 

 

Broadly speaking, funds in the international affairs account fall into three major categories: 

 

1. Poverty Alleviation: ONE fights to protect the international affairs account because a 

significant amount of its funding goes to programs that are focused on poverty 

alleviation and development. These include programs that promote economic growth, 

advance global health, improve nutrition, strengthen child survival, and empower 

women. 

 

2. Security Assistance: Through the international affairs budget  the United States also 

provides security assistance that enhances the ability of our allies to work with us to 

meet global threats. It pays for things like training to professionalize militaries in 

developing countries. It also funds programs that are aimed at countering weapons of 

mass destruction and fighting terrorism.  

 

3. Agency Operations:The operating budgets of agencies like the State Department, 

USAID, MCC, and the Peace Corps are also funded from the 150 account 

 

Issue-specific talking points  

Use the following talking points to highlight how foreign assistance affects the issues you care 

about most. 

 

● National security  

American security is undermined by frail and failing nations that foster radicalism, produce 

refugees, and provide safe havens for terrorists, criminal gangs, and human traffickers. 
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Strategic development assistance is not charity — it is an essential, modern tool of our national 

security. Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the 

international affairs budget.  

 

● Girls education  

Education is vital for ending poverty, but 130 million girls globally are still out of school, and 

because poverty is sexist, most of those girls are in the world’s poorest countries. The United 

States can’t do very much to help those girls if its development programs are cut. Congress 

should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the international 

affairs budget. 

 

● Girls and women  

Everyone should have an equal opportunity to thrive. We can start by ensuring girls and women 

living in extreme poverty overseas are educated, protected, and respected. In too many 

countries, being born poor and female means a life sentence of inequality, oppression, and 

poverty – and in many cases it’s also a death sentence. We can’t break the cycle of inequality if 

we turn our backs on girls and women living in extreme poverty. Congress should reject 

President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the international affairs budget. 

 

● Global health  

Where you live shouldn’t determine whether you live. No one should die from a preventable 

disease or because they couldn’t access basic health care. Helping poor countries strengthen 

their health systems also helps ensure that deadly outbreaks don’t reach America’s shores. 

Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the 

international affairs budget.  

 

● HIV/AIDS  

Largely because of America’s strong bipartisan leadership, the world has made remarkable 

progress in the fights against HIV/AIDS over the last 15 years. For the first time ever, scientists 

see a pathway for not just controlling the diseases, but for defeating it. Congress should reject 

President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the international affairs budget.  
 

● Vaccines/GAVI  

Vaccines are one of the most efficient, successful, and cost-effective health and development 

investments in existence. By investing in Gavi, the U.S. has helped avert at least eight million 

deaths. Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the 

international affairs budget.  
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● Hunger and agriculture  

The world has the knowledge, tools, and resources to feed every person on the planet, but 

famines are taking root in four countries and hundreds of millions of people are now facing 

chronic food shortages. Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal 

and protect the international affairs budget.  

 

● Nutrition 

 Like dangerous roads, dirty water, and a lack of electricity, poor nutrition is part of the 

infrastructure on which extreme poverty festers. We can prevent nearly half of the deaths of 

children globally – amounting to 3 million children – by improving their basic nutrition, leading 

to better health, education, and economic growth in the world’s poorest places. Congress 

should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the international 

affairs budget.  

 

● Electricity  

In sub-Saharan Africa, seven in 10 people do not have access to electricity, forcing many 

women to give birth in under-equipped hospitals, and putting childhood vaccines that require 

refrigeration at risk. The lack of electricity also forces families to cook meals over open flames, 

and students to study beside kerosene lamps, filling their homes with toxic fumes. Sustaining 

America’s ‘Power Africa’ partnership will save lives and create new economic opportunities on 

the continent. Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and 

protect the international affairs budget.  

 

● Clean water  

Access to clean water means people living in extreme poverty can spend more time working, 

learning, and living their lives, and less time looking for water. And since dirty water often 

carries deadly diseases, clean water is a critical priority for people living in extreme poverty. 

Congress should reject President Trump’s dangerous budget proposal and protect the 

international affairs budget.  

 

● Faith 

Our faith teaches us to look out for one another, especially those with the least among us. We 

are called to serve those who are the most in need. Congress should reject President Trump’s 

dangerous budget proposal and protect the international affairs budget. 
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