
 
 

Campaign toolkit: Poverty is Sexist 
January 23-March 11, 2017 

 

 
 

THE ISSUE 
 
Education is vital for moving out of poverty. But because poverty is sexist, 130 million girls across the 
world are denied that basic right. Indeed, if the number of girls out of school formed a country, it would 
be the tenth largest on the planet—bigger than Japan or Germany. 
 
All children deserve a good education, but in the poorest countries girls are denied it more often than 
boys. Every additional year of school that a girl completes increases her future earnings, which is good 
for her family, her community, and her country. We cannot afford to squander the potential of 130 
million girls to cure diseases or end wars, invent brilliant technology or revolutionize an industry…or 
simply access to opportunity.  

 
 
THE CAMPAIGN 
 
International Women’s Day is March 8, and this year ONE is going BIG. That means ONE members 
around the world—from the U.S., to Canada, to Germany, to Nigeria—will be campaigning to ensure 
that girls around the world have access to an education.  
 
The Reinforcing Education Accountability in Development (READ) Act (formerly the Education for All Act) 
is a piece of U.S. legislation designed to reach the 263 million children and youth around the world who 
are still not in school. Now, the READ Act is moving through Congress and we need your help to get it 
passed.  
 
We’re asking you to generate handwritten letters in support of the READ Act, to get your University 
President to sign ONE’s Poverty is Sexist letter, and to make a very special delivery to your U.S. Senator’s 
local office on International Women’s Day March 8.  



CAMPAIGN ACTIONS 

 

1. Get your College/University President to sign on to ONE’s Poverty is Sexist 
letter.  
As head of your university or college, your University/College President has an influential voice in 
advancing the issue of education for girls around the world. Invite the President of your school to sign 
his/her name to ONE’s Poverty is Sexist letter by emailing him/her using the sample email invitation 
provided in this toolkit as well as setting up a meeting with him/her in person. As soon as your school’s 
President has agreed to sign on, please email your ONE Campus Manager (Gordon, Fady, or Maddy) to 
let them  know and include your University President’s name, official title, email address. The deadline 
for this action is March 2.  

 
2. Host a Classroom Teach-In and generate handwritten letters.  
Using the guide provided in this toolkit, host a “classroom teach-in” event in the weeks leading up to 
March 8. Attendees will learn about Poverty is Sexist and the issue of girls education, participate in a 
visual simulation representing girls not in school around the globe, and take action in the form of a 
handwritten letter. Our goal is to get 1,000 handwritten letters overall. 
 
Please let us know that you plan to host a classroom teach-in event by filling out this quick form by 
2/6. Be sure to report your event and handwritten letters within 48 hours of your event by heading to 
the Report Actions page and uploading a data spreadsheet with the contact info of each person who 
took action. Your event must take place before March 8 so that your letters can be delivered on 
International Women’s Day.  
 
 

3. Deliver ONE’s Poverty is Sexist petition to your Senator on International 
Women’s Day 3/8. 
 
Showing up to an elected leader’s local office to deliver handwritten letters or petition signatures in 
person doubles the impact. We’re asking you to deliver ONE’s Poverty is Sexist petition and your state’s 
handwritten letters to your local U.S. Senator’s office on March 8th. You’ll be joined by hundreds of ONE 
volunteers around the globe, all walking into their country’s elected leaders’ offices on International 
Women’s Day, too. Our goal in the U.S. is 100 deliveries--one for each Senator in every state. 
 
To sign up to do a delivery, please email your ONE Campus Manager (Gordon, Maddy, or Fady) by 
February 6. He/she will follow up with more details and everything you need. If not, your ONE Campus 
Manager will be in touch to let you know who and where to send your letters by the end of February so 
that ONE volunteers can deliver them for you. 
 
 

Recap of deadlines: 
2/6: Deadline to sign up to do a delivery on International Women’s Day 
2/6: Deadline to register your classroom teach-in 
3/2: Deadline to get your University President to sign-on to Poverty is Sexist letter 
3/8: All letters and petitions delivered to local Senate offices 

 

https://act.one.org/sign/international-womens-day-2017-letter-us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevhb3cZRBIZRU09JeUQARa3CQMsuyB-ByhhlseUwTHJND1-g/viewform
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cav5el7kqswp5ax/Campus%20Data%20Entry.1.xlsx?dl=0


INVITATION FOR UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT TO SIGN POVERTY IS SEXIST LETTER 
 
Please use the below sample invitation to ask your university President to sign on to ONE’s Poverty is 
Sexist Letter. We strongly urge you to follow up in person. 
 
 
Dear [UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT], 
 
I’m a student leader for [SCHOOL NAME]’s chapter of the ONE Campaign, an international advocacy 
organization that fights extreme poverty in Africa. Fighting for girls’ education in the poorest countries is 
our #1 priority this year, and we need your help. 
 
130 million girls are out of school right now. If they were their own country, it would be the world’s 10th 
largest – bigger than Japan or Germany. All children deserve a good education, but in the poorest 
countries – because Poverty is Sexist – girls are less likely than their brothers to go to school. This is an 
outrage and an injustice. The good news, though, is that this year we have an extraordinary political 
opportunity to push world leaders to do what’s needed to fix it. 
 
Will you add your name to our Poverty is Sexist open letter? The letter calls on world leaders to take 
action on girls’ education this year, and we think it will be incredibly powerful for education leaders like 
you to voice your support.  
 
Influential people from around the globe have already signed on – including Facebook COO Sheryl 
Sandberg; actors David Oyelowo and Ryan Reynolds; musicians Angelique Kidjo, Bono and Lady Gaga; 
UN Foundation President Kathy Calvin; Arianna Huffington; University Presidents from around the 
country; and many others–we’d love to add your name too! 
 
If you agree to add your name, please reply to this email letting me know. Please note that if you sign 
on, we may use your name in press and social media to announce that you’ve signed on.  
 
Thank you for your support. This is open to anyone who believes that every girl deserves an education, 
and we want as many signers as possible because on International Women’s Day (March 8th) this year, 
activists like me around the globe will be hand-delivering it to leaders to show them how many people 
are looking at them to do the right thing.  
 
Thank you for all you do! 
  
Best, 
[NAME] 
[CLASS YEAR] 
[TITLE] of ONE Campus chapter at [SCHOOL] 

 
 
 
 
 

https://act.one.org/sign/international-womens-day-2017-letter-us/
https://www.one.org/us/2017/01/12/71-influential-figures-have-signed-on-to-support-girls-education-and-youre-next/


CLASSROOM TEACH-IN EVENT SAMPLE AGENDA 
 

7:00pm: Attendees arrive and receive “seat assignment” upon walking into classroom. 60% of 

attendees receive a seat at a desk in the middle of the classroom; everyone else is assigned to sit on the 
outside perimeter of the room in a chair, on the floor, or standing 
 

7:10pm: Campus Leader(s) welcome and introductions 

 
Campus Leader: “Welcome to our ONE Campus Chapter’s Classroom Teach-In event. Thank you for being 
here. We would especially like to thank our volunteers that helped with this event.  
 
Today, we want to bring you all together to talk about a unique opportunity for education as well as 
empowering women and girls around the world. Providing children with access to quality education 
reduces their chances of falling victim to extreme poverty, hunger, trafficking, disease and extremism. 
Education not only creates economic opportunities for the world’s poorest people, it also contributes to 
global stability and prosperity. 
 
Right now, 263 million children and youth around the world are still not in school, over 88 million of 
whom live in sub-Saharan Africa. Lack of education has serious negative impacts; in sub-Saharan Africa, 
around one in three adults are illiterate.  
 

7:15pm: Campus Leader(s) or E-Board member to explain seat assignments using host script 

 
We also know that poverty is sexist and disproportionately affects women and girls; 130 million girls are 
out of school globally right now. In sub-Saharan Africa and conflict-affected countries, the majority of 
out of school children are girls - over 46 million in sub-Saharan Africa and 33 million in conflict-affected 
countries. If the global number of girls out of school formed a country, it would be the tenth largest on 
the planet – bigger than Japan or Germany.  
 
Take a look around at our classroom setup. You represent the total population of the United States of 
America. Everyone standing or sitting on the outside of the room, you represent the 130 million girls not 
in school globally, which is the equivalent of 40% of the entire population of the USA. Imagine if almost 
half of the United States population had never gone to school. If almost half of this room had never gone 
to school, this is what that would look like. These 130 million girls do not get a desk of their own.   
 
Education is vital. With education, you have the opportunity to move yourself, your family, your 
community, and your country, out of poverty. Those 130 million girls have the potential to cure diseases 
or end wars, invent brilliant technology or revolutionize an industry… or put simply, to access 
opportunity. You wouldn't be where you are today without an education - and it's in your power RIGHT 
NOW to help these girls get access to an education. So thank you for coming here today!  
 
For those of you standing on the outside, we want to show a quick video to demonstrate what it would 
feel like not to have an education and how important it is.   
 

7:20pm: Show ONE’s Education Hypnosis Video 

 

https://youtu.be/h1r0nE04nJQ


Thank you. For those of you standing or sitting on the outside, please come join us at a desk or seat in 
the middle of the room so that we may take action together.  
 

7:25pm Speaker (we suggest a professor who teaches on this topic) provides overview of importance 

of education for girls around the world. 
*Use talking points provided at the end of the toolkit as guide.* 

 
7:30pm: Discussion 

 
Sample questions: 

1. What new information did you learn here today that was particularly impactful? 
2. How do you feel your ability to get an education has impacted your life and your goals? 

 

7:40pm: Campus Leader or E-board member to give overview of opportunity (The READ Act) 
 
The READ Act is an effort to reach the 263 million children and youth around the world who are still not 
in school. The power of education is clear -- brighter futures, healthier communities, and increased 
economic growth for people and countries. Providing children with access to quality education reduces 
their chances of falling victim to extreme poverty, hunger, trafficking, disease and extremism.  
 
The READ Act is a bill that builds upon U.S. efforts that have already been made to gain universal access 
to a quality education for children around the world, with a particular emphasis on children with 
disabilities, those who live in conflict, and girls.  
 

7:45pm: Campus Leader or E-Board member to instruct attendees to write a handwritten letter to 

their Senator asking them to support this bill.  
 
*Display sample letter on screen or have printed copies on hand. Attendees should write their OWN 
letter in their handwriting rather than signing a printed copy of the sample.* 
 
So now we are going to take action. We are writing to Senator XXX to ask them to support this bill. 
Personalized, handwritten letters to your elected leaders are one of the most impactful ways to have an 
influence on an issue you care about.  
 
We are passing around paper and pens—please take five minutes to write a handwritten letter using the 
sample letter provided. Be sure to include your name, email, and school address so that the Senator 
knows you go to school in his/her state. Please hand us your letter on your way out the door. We will be 
delivering these letters to Senator XXX’s office in person on International Women’s Day on March 8th. 
 

7:55pm: Closing and adjourn 

 
This is a great time to tell the audience how they can get involved with your ONE Campus chapter, pass 
around a sign-up sheet, and tell folks when your chapter’s next meeting is.  
 
 
 



GUIDE TO HOSTING A CLASSROOM TEACH-IN EVENT 
 

1. Plan (2-3 weeks before) 
a. Pick a date and time 
b. Register your event with ONE Campus by filling out this quick form by 2/6. 
c. Reserve a classroom with AV and a projector on your campus, preferably in a relevant 

building such as international affairs, education, etc but not required 
d. Create a Facebook event and ask your E-Board and ONE members to join and share the 

event with their friends on campus 
e. Identify people to help you. Call on your E-Board and general members to help plan and 

promote the event on campus.  
f. Select and invite a speaker. Your speaker can be a professor, faith leader, or student 

leader on campus with a tie to the importance of education.  
g. Assign people speaking roles based on the event agenda/script. The Campus Leader 

shouldn’t be the only person speaking at the event—assign e-board members parts of 
the event agenda/script.   

2. Promote (1-2 weeks before) 
a. Email. You and your E-board should email friends, classmates, as well as email your ONE 

Campus member list.  
b. Ask your professor for 5 minutes of class time to advertise your event. See if the 

professor will give extra credit for attending.  
c. Social Media. Use your Facebook event to quickly invite your friends and ask them to 

share as well.  
3. Finalize (3 days before) 

a. Prep speaker. Make sure your speaker knows where the venue is and has received a list 
of talking points to make sure they stay on topic and feel comfortable.  

b. Brief volunteers. Make sure your volunteers understand their role and have seen the 
schedule of events. Give them tasks that play to their strengths! 

4. Execute (Day of the event) 
a. Volunteers and speak arrives 15 minutes early.  
b. Set up and check A/V equipment.  
c. Arrange desks or tables so that they all are in the middle of the classroom with chairs 

and arrange the rest of the chairs around the outside perimeter of the classroom   
d. Information table. Station one person at a sign in table or assign them to make sure 

everyone signs in. Hand out ONE bracelets and stickers and make sure everyone has a 
blank piece of paper and something to write with.  

e. Keep it under 1 hour. Remember, this is a short and simple event, start on time, and 
stick to your planned agenda as much as possible.  

5. Follow Up (1-3 Days after) 
a. Thank you’s. Send a thank you to everyone involved or who helped with the event.  
b. Recruit. Use your RSVP list to recruit from and invite them to your next meeting or 

event. 
c. Report your event and handwritten letters within 48 hours of your event by heading to 

the Report Actions page and uploading a data spreadsheet with the contact info of each 
person who took action. 

d. Send and share your photos. Remember to use the #ONECampus and #PovertyisSexist.   

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevhb3cZRBIZRU09JeUQARa3CQMsuyB-ByhhlseUwTHJND1-g/viewform
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cav5el7kqswp5ax/Campus%20Data%20Entry.1.xlsx?dl=0


PRINTABLE PROMOTIONAL FLYER 
Print these flyers, write in the name/date/time/location of your classroom teach-in, and plaster them all 
over your campus to raise awareness + promote your event. 
 
 
 

SAMPLE HANDWRITTEN LETTER  
 
Personalized, handwritten letters remain one of the most effective advocacy tools at our disposal. Be 
sure to use the Report Actions page to report your team’s letters and upload a completed Data 
Spreadsheet with the name, email, and address of each person who wrote a letter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Senator [NAME],  
 
I am writing to ask that you show support for the bipartisan Reinforcing Education Accountability in 
Development (READ) Act of 2017 by supporting its passage in the Senate. 
 
The READ Act is a bill that would help millions of children--including the 130 million girls out of school 
around the world--gain access to education. The power of education is clear -- brighter futures, healthier 
communities, and increased economic growth for people and countries. Providing children with access to 
quality education reduces their chances of falling victim to extreme poverty, hunger, trafficking, disease 
and extremism.  
 
[INSERT PERSONAL STORY ABOUT WHY YOU’RE THANKFUL FOR YOUR EDUCATION/WHAT ACCESS TO A 
QUALITY EDUCATION HAS DONE FOR YOU]  
 
The READ Act is a bill that builds upon U.S. efforts that have already been made to gain universal access 
to a quality education for children around the world, with a particular emphasis on children with 
disabilities, those who live in conflict, and girls.  
 
I strongly urge you to support H.R. 601 when it comes to the Senate.  
 
[NAME]  
[EMAIL] 
[SCHOOL]  
[ADDRESS] 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT: By the time you are reading this toolkit, the READ Act will likely have passed through the 
House of Representatives and be moving through the Senate. This legislation is moving and therefore 
this sample letter and “ask” to your Senator may change. Please be on the lookout for updates from 
ONE Campus, and check with your ONE Campus Manager before your classroom teach-in to make 
sure you have the most up to date sample letter.  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/url2krmgcbdvw99/AACg9J7Rn4MMcxECNF2FcbkIa?dl=0
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cav5el7kqswp5ax/Campus%20Data%20Entry.1.xlsx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cav5el7kqswp5ax/Campus%20Data%20Entry.1.xlsx?dl=0


GUIDE TO CONDUCTING A PETITION DELIVERY 
Members of Congress say (and research shows) that direct interaction with constituents makes a 
difference in their decisions about whether to support legislation. Your role is to deliver your state’s 
Poverty is Sexist petition as well as handwritten letters from ONE members in your state in support of 
the READ Act.  
 
Your delivery should happen on International Women’s Day- March 8. Once you have confirmed with 
your Campus Manager that you will be doing a delivery, s/he will send you everything you need—
including your state’s Poverty is Sexist petition, a cover sheet, a letter from ONE’s Government Relations 
Director, and a synopsis of the bill.  
 
BEFORE THE DELIVERY 

 Email your ONE Campus Manager by February 6 to sign up to do a delivery on International 
Women’s Day. They will follow up to send you everything you need. 

 Pick a time and date! Congressional offices are generally open most weekdays during business 
hours. Once you’ve decided on a time and date, give the office a call to let them know you’ll be 
visiting. Congressional offices always appreciate advance notice of visits.   

 Once you’ve chosen the date, relay this information to your ONE Campus Manager so s/he can 
let others in the state know. And don’t forget to provide a mailing address to them, so other 
ONE volunteers from your state can send their letters to you to deliver.  

 Choose a delivery team. Offices can be small so don’t bring more than four people.  

 Check with your ONE Campus Manager to see if there is a Congressional District Leader or ONE 
Campus Leader nearby, so that you can deliver your district’s petition together. 
 

DURING THE DELIVERY 

 Your team should wear their ONE t-shirts on the day of delivery. If time permits, meet a few 
minutes ahead of time to practice who will say what. 

 When you get to the office, introduce yourself and let them know you are there representing 
your ONE Campus chapter and ONE members in the state and would like the Senator to 
cosponsor the READ ACT.  
 

AFTER THE DELIVERY 

 Take a picture with the staff or in front of the office sign, post it on social media (don’t forget to 
use #ONECampus) and send it to your ONE Campus Manager or Regional Field Director.   

 If you get a question that you can’t answer, just let them know that you don’t know the answer 
to that question but will get back to them. Get a business card and relay the question(s) back to 
your ONE Campus Manager and we will get you an answer or have a member of our 
Government Relations team follow up. 

 Send a thank you note a day or two after the delivery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TALKING POINTS 
 
About global education  

 Globally, a quarter of a billion (263 million) children and youth are out of school; 61 million 
primary-school-aged children and 202 million secondary-school-aged children 

 130 million out of school children and youth are girls; if these 130 million out of school girls 
were a country, it would be the 10th largest country in the world. 

 1 in 3 out of school children and youth live in sub-Saharan Africa 

 More than 114 million youth around the world cannot read  

 Roughly half a billion women around the world can’t read  

 In sub-Saharan Africa, around one in three adults are illiterate. 

 Access to quality education reduces the chance of children and youth falling victim to extreme 
poverty, hunger, trafficking, disease and extremism and creates economic opportunities for the 
world’s poorest people; it also contributes to global stability and prosperity.  

 
 
About the READ Act of 2017   
The Reinforcing Education Accountability in Development (READ) Act would address the barriers to 
education that millions of children face around the world. It would also improve the quality of education 
for those already enrolled. Specifically, the bill requires: 
 

 Developing a comprehensive, integrated U.S. strategy that improves educational opportunities 
and addresses key barriers to school attendance, retention and completion, especially for girls; 

 Improving the transparency and accountability of our basic education programs, ensuring 
taxpayers have the most impact for children worldwide. 

 Ensuring education services for children affected by conflict and other emergencies; 

 Partnering with affected countries to strengthen their education systems to help build capacity 
and promote long-term sustainability; 

 Engaging with key partners including other donors, civil society and multilateral education 
initiatives to leverage U.S. contributions to achieve a greater overall impact; 

 The creation of a “Senior Coordinator” at USAID who will be responsible for the development, 
implementation and coordination of U.S. basic education programs; 

 Specific indicators and objectives be used with which to measure progress 

 An annual report to Congress which provides comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness of U.S 
Government programs, reporting on partner country activities and progress towards achieving 
benchmarks and goals under the act. 

 
 

 


