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THE ISSUE

The world has a plan and the tools needed to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030. But reaching this 
goal is not a foregone conclusion. Progress has stalled. 

ONE’s annual AIDS report shows that while there hasn’t been a decline in treatment, there also hasn’t been 
any progress. For the fourth year in a row, resources to fight the disease have remained the same. And for 
the third year in a row, the number of people who are infected with HIV each year has remained the same—
stuck at 2.1 million. Governments and donors must work harder over the next four years to find new ways 
to jumpstart progress if they hope to end the threat of AIDS by 2030.

THE CAMPAIGN

During the Republican primaries, Donald Trump expressed a desire to “lead the way” in fighting the spread 
of AIDS by supporting the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and to continue funding the 
United States’ one-third contributions to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. 
President-Elect Trump faces a true opportunity for leadership in fighting the spread of AIDS by continuing to
fund PEPFAR and following through on the United States’ Global Fund commitment. 

This December, in honor of World AIDS Day on December 1, we’re asking you to urge Congress and 
President-elect Trump to step up the United States’ game in the fight against AIDS. The success or failure 
of the global AIDS response rests on the shoulders of today’s leaders and business as usual will not be 
enough.

THE ADVOCACY ACTIONS

1) TWEET AT YOUR MEMBER OF CONGRESS. Starting on World AIDS Day (December 1) and 
throughout the month of December, get your campus community to tweet at your school’s U.S. 
Representative and Senators in support of U.S. investments in lifesaving AIDS treatments. Use the 
Report Actions page to report your team’s tweets and upload a completed Data Spreadsheet with 
the contact info of each person who sent a tweet. Be sure you’ve reported all of your chapter’s 
actions by 12/16!

2) SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. Writing letters to the editor (LTEs) and getting them published is 
an effective advocacy tool. Not only do LTEs raise awareness of global poverty and disease issues 
within your community and with reporters, but, critically, these letters also get the attention of 
elected officials. Using the guide and sample LTE in this toolkit, get members of your ONE Campus 

https://www.one.org/international/policy/stuck-in-neutral-tracking-the-global-response-to-hivaids-2016/
https://campus.one.org/resource/write-a-letter-to-the-editor-or-op-ed/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8arcellfro8sfrq/Campus%20Data%20Entry.xlsx?dl=0
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/trump-tackles-host-issues-n-h-rally-n472536
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2016/11/09/501425084/from-aids-to-zika-trump-on-global-health-and-humanitarian-aid?live=1


chapter to draft and submit a Letter to the Editor to your local and campus newspapers urging 
President-elect Trump to follow through on his commitment to fight AIDS. 

Use the Report Actions page to report each LTE your team submits as well as each LTE your team 
gets published (if any). Be sure to include a Data Spreadsheet with the contact info of each person 
who submitted an LTE and/or had their LTE published. 

SAMPLE TWEETS

Check here to find your U.S. Representative’s Twitter handle and here to find your U.S. Senator’s Twitter 
handle.

 Dear @MEMBEROFCONGRESSTWITTERHANDLE, an AIDS-free generation is something everyone can
agree on  http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY

 Thank you @MEMBEROFCONGRESSTWITTERHANDLE, for helping the US lead the fight against AIDS.
We need you more than ever  http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY

 Since 2010 over 1.2 million babies were born HIV-free. @MEMBEROFCONGRESSTWITTERHANDLE 
please keep up the fight  http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY

 Dear @MEMBEROFCONGRESSTWITTERHANDLE, an AIDS-free generation is in sight, but business as 
usual will not be enough. http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY

GUIDE TO SUBMITTING A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Process

1. Draft your LTE using the sample LTE in this toolkit as a guide.
2. Submit your LTE to your chosen paper(s) by email during the first couple weeks of December. Check 

out the opinion page to find the correct email address. It will usually include “letters” or “editor” in 
the address, i.e. letters@buffalonews.com or editor@buffalonews.com.

Sample LTE

Dear Editor,

The world has a plan and the tools needed to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030, but reaching this 
goal is not a foregone conclusion. Progress has stalled. For the fourth year in a row, resources to fight the 
disease have remained the same. And for the third year in a row, the number of people who were infected 
with HIV each year has remained the same—stuck at 2.1 million. 
 
[INSERT A PERSONAL STORY ABOUT WHY YOU CARE. For example: “As a college student, I am fortunate 
that I do not have to worry about me or my family contracting this deadly disease. But millions of people are
not so lucky.”]

mailto:editor@buffalonews.com
http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY
http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY
http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY
http://bit.ly/2fFdgFY
https://twitter.com/gov/lists/us-senate/members?lang=en
https://twitter.com/cspan/lists/u-s-representatives/members?lang=en
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8arcellfro8sfrq/Campus%20Data%20Entry.xlsx?dl=0
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/


During the campaign, President-elect Trump expressed a desire to “lead the way” in fighting the spread of 
AIDS by supporting the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and to continue funding the United 
States’ strong contribution to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. I hope he’ll follow 
through on those pledges as president, and work with other world leaders to find the new resources 
necessary to win the fight. 

[YOUR NAME]
[SCHOOL]
[EMAIL]
[PHONE NUMBER]

LTE Best Practices

Focus on your local papers. You know those newspapers and their readers best, so you can write a more 
persuasive LTE for that particular audience. 

Keep it short and concise. Your letter should generally be under 250 words, but check the newspaper’s 
website for specific word count limitations. Notice that when you read your paper’s LTEs, you are probably 
drawn to the shorter ones. Also, if your letter is too long, the paper is likely to edit it.

Timeliness is key. Usually, your letter should reference a specific article, editorial or other letters to the 
editor. If not commenting on an article, they should reference a recent or future event.

Identify yourself. Include your name,  school, address, e-mail and phone number. The newspaper won’t 
publish this information, but may want to contact you to verify information or inform you that your letter 
will be published.

Identify your note as a letter to the editor. This may seem obvious, but newspapers receive significant 
amounts of correspondence every day. Addressing your letter “To the Editor” will avoid any confusion.

Follow up with ONE Campus staff. Send the ONE Campus team (campus@one.org) and report your LTEs 
that get submitted and/or published. 

And finally, don’t get discouraged if your letter isn’t published. Only a very small portion of the LTEs that 
you write will appear in the paper. However, every LTE that you write can have an influence on the columns 
and opinions that the editorial board writes and on the other LTEs they choose to print.

TALKING POINTS

The ONE Campaign’s 2016 AIDS Report
 ONE’s annual AIDS report shows that while there hasn’t been a decline in treatment, there also 

hasn’t been any progress. 
 AIDS-related illnesses are now the leading cause of death for women aged 15 to 44 on the planet.
 Over 17,000 women of all ages are infected with HIV every week. 

https://www.one.org/international/policy/stuck-in-neutral-tracking-the-global-response-to-hivaids-2016/
https://campus.one.org/report-actions/
mailto:campus@one.org
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/trump-tackles-host-issues-n-h-rally-n472536
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2016/11/09/501425084/from-aids-to-zika-trump-on-global-health-and-humanitarian-aid?live=1


 In sub-Saharan Africa, young women are twice as likely as young men to be infected with HIV, and 
850 young women contract it every day.

 US$26.2 billion is needed to fight against HIV/AIDS, but funding has flatlined at US$19 billion 
without any increase in sight.

 The report in full: https://www.one.org/us/aids-report/ 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria

 The Global Fund raises and invests roughly $4 billion (US) to support local programs that combat 
and treat the diseases in the countries and communities most in need. 

 It is credited with saving 20 million lives to date, and 8 million more by 2019.
 The Global Fund was founded in 2002 and works in partnership with governments, civil society, the 

private sector, and people affected by AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

The President’s Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)

 PEPFAR is the U.S. government’s initiative to fight HIV/AIDS (and other preventable diseases) around
the world. It was started in 2003 under President George W. Bush, signed into law in 2008, and 
extended in 2013.

 In 2002, fewer than 50,000 people across all of sub-Saharan Africa received treatment for HIV/AIDS.
 As of September 2015, PEPFAR had supported:

o Life-saving antiretroviral treatment for 9.5 million men, women, and children 
o HIV testing and counseling for more than 14.7 million pregnant women in fiscal year 2015.
o Prevention of mother-to-child transmission services in fiscal year 2015 for nearly 831,500 

pregnant women who tested positive for HIV. With PEPFAR support, 95% of their babies 
were born HIV-free, including approximately 267,000 who would otherwise have been 
infected.

o Care and support for more than 5.5 million orphans and vulnerable children in fiscal year 
2015.

o HIV testing and counselling for more than 68.2 million people.

ABOUT ONE

 ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaigning and advocacy organization backed by over 7 million 
people globally who are committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, 
particularly in Africa. It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, Independents, students, parents, 
people of all faiths and those who profess no faith. 

 ONE holds world leaders accountable for the commitment to fight extreme poverty, campaigns for 
better development policies, more effective aid, and trade reform. ONE also supports greater 
democracy, accountability, and transparency in developing countries so resources can most 
effectively be deployed.

 ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness, and action. ONE works closely with policy 
experts, African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners to mobilize public opinion in support of 
tested and proven solutions. 

https://www.one.org/us/aids-report/


 Today, nearly 11 million people living in Africa have access to lifesaving AIDS medication, up from 
only 100,000 in 2002. Malaria has been cut by 75% in nine African countries since 2000, and 60 
million more children across sub-Saharan Africa are now going to primary school compared to 1999


