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THE ISSUE 
 
The next president and Congress will take office at a critical time in history, when there are effective and 
affordable solutions available that save lives: providing AIDS medicine that costs less than 40 cents a day; 
connecting smallholder farmers to markets to break the cycle of hunger and poverty; connecting millions of 
people with first-time access to energy that will open new doorways to education, healthcare and job 
opportunities. With the force of nearly 3 million members in the U.S., ONE Vote ’16 educates and mobilizes 
voters to ensure the next president is committed to using the United States' strategic power to help end 
extreme poverty and create a safer and more stable world.  
 
U.S. global development assistance has helped save millions of lives from preventable diseases and built 
brighter futures through education, agriculture, and economic development. It’s a proud bipartisan American 
legacy – all for less than 1% of the budget. 

Now it’s time to finish the job. Studies show extreme poverty has already been cut by 60% and can be virtually 
eliminated by 2030, but only if we act with urgency now. We recognize the difficulty of the task before policy 
makers regarding budgetary constraints, which is why lifesaving programs need support now more than ever. 
We believe helping developing countries pull themselves out of poverty through development programs that 
deliver real results and progress represents the best of American values. Investing a small percentage does a 
world of good – and is in the moral, economic and security interests of the United States. 

 

THE CAMPAIGN  
 
ONE Vote ’16, a non-partisan project of ONE Action, is a campaign to make the fight against extreme poverty 
and preventable disease — particularly in sub-Saharan Africa — relevant in the 2016 presidential election and 
to make sure the next President of the United States prioritizes this fight once elected. For the first campaign 
of the semester, we’re asking you to make sure that the candidates have a plan to fight extreme poverty.  
 
You’ll also want to use this first campaign of the semester as a key time to build your ONE Campus chapter and 
make it strong for the new academic year and beyond. Capitalize on the beginning of the school year to recruit 
members and solidify your executive board. Review the ONE Campus HOW TO Guides on recruitment and 
organizing your chapter.  
 
Remember! All students, regardless of political party affiliation or who they’re voting for, can participate in this 
campaign. In fact, it’s a great chance to bring College Republicans and College Democrats together. Fighting 
extreme poverty is neither blue nor red, Democrat nor Republican, liberal nor conservative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://onevote16.org/
https://campus.one.org/resources


   

THE ADVOCACY ACTIONS 
 
1. Generate ONE Vote “ballots”  

Cast a “vote” for an end to extreme poverty by garnering ONE Vote ‘16 ballots on campus. These 
“ballots” give advocates an opportunity to voice their opinion and will be delivered to the candidates 
in order to urge them to fight extreme poverty. Each person, regardless of personal political affiliation, 
should complete a ballot to both candidates asking them to have a plan to end extreme poverty.   
 

 Request your ballots. To request a box of printed, perforated ballots, simply email your ONE 
Campus Manager by Weds 9/14 with your preferred mailing address. Click here to access a 
PDF of the ballot if you wish to print your own or run out. 

 Report your completed ballots. Use the Report Actions page to report your ballots and upload 
a completed Data Spreadsheet with the contact info of each person who completed a ballot 
within 48 hours. 

 Mail your ballots. Mail your completed ballots to ONE HQ (we’ll send you a pre-paid shipping 
label when the time comes) so that they arrive by Friday, October 28. Alternatively, you can 
scan and email your ballots to campus@one.org. However you choose to send them, make we 
receive your ballots by Friday, 10/28 so that we can deliver them to each candidate! 

 
2. “Bird-dog” the candidates.  

College and university campuses are common spots for candidates to set up their rallies or speaking 
events. This is your chance to make sure the candidates know that students on your campus care 
about ending global poverty. Find out if a presidential or Senate candidate will be coming to your 
campus. If s/he is, find him/her and directly engaging him/her. With your ONE t-shirt on and a ONE 
wristband handy, get to the rope lines and snap a photo or ask a question at a town hall.   

 Use the Report Actions page to report any direct engagements with candidates! Simply select 
“Direct engagement/intercept with MOC or candidate” from the drop-down and tell us the 
details in the comment box. 

 
3. Tweet and snap at the candidates. 

Get your peers to tweet and snap at the candidates, urging them to make international development a 
key piece of their administration’s foreign policy. Use the sample tweets and snaps located in this 
toolkit, and check out all the action by following #ONEVote16 on Twitter.  

 Use the Report Actions page to report your team’s tweets and snaps and upload a completed 
Data Spreadsheet with the contact info of each person who tweeted. 

 
*TIP*: Be sure to set goals with your ONE Campus chapter for this campaign—including how many ballots, 
tweets, and snaps you’re aiming to generate! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ypnu94h6ia44sv7/AAD59ii_0jJi0qTY4hWmar5ta/Caravan_ballots_.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ypnu94h6ia44sv7/AABJDAXboSwKFLRwDa8_76foa?dl=0
http://campus.one.org/report-points
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8dqdrtz15w0164p/Campus%20Data%20Entry%20%281%29.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:campus@one.org
http://campus.one.org/report-points
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%23onevote16
http://campus.one.org/report-points
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8dqdrtz15w0164p/Campus%20Data%20Entry%20%281%29.xlsx?dl=0
https://campus.one.org/report-points


   

THE CAMPAIGN TACTICS 
 
1. Table--with a ONE Vote ’16 cardboard cutout podium.  

 
Tabling is a tried and true method for collecting mass quantities of advocacy actions on your campus. 
For ONE Vote ‘16, ONE Campus has something extra special for your tabling efforts: a cardboard, ONE 
Vote ‘16 Presidential Podium. Deck your table out: try red, white, and blue streamers, bi-partisan 
décor of donkeys and elephants, American flags, and plenty of ONE swag. Your podium and 
decorations are sure to make your table pop in your campus centers and quads. Encourage those who 
approach your table to sign up for ONE’s Mobile Action Team, complete a ONE Vote ’16 ballot, and 
post a picture behind the podium.   

 Request your podium. To request your ONE Vote ’16 super-awesome podium (plus your 
perforated ballots), email your ONE Campus Manager with your preferred mailing address by 
Weds, September 14. Note that the podium comes in a large-sized box. 

 Podium picture action. Create buzz about ONE Vote ’16, and have some fun while you’re at it! 
Take a photo of friends, professors, staff, and passersby looking “presidential” behind the 
podium. Then, have them post their photo on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter using the 
#ONECampus and #ONEVote16 hashtags. Sample language included at end of this toolkit. 
 

 

  
2. Mobile Day of Action (Weds 11/2):  
 

Go head to head with other ONE Campus chapters across the country in a competition on Weds, 11/2! 
November 2 will be a national ONE Campus Day of Action. In the weeks leading up to 11/2, recruit 
your campus community to sign up for ONE’s Mobile Action Team by texting “CAMPUS” to 877-877.  
 
On 11/2, everyone you recruited to sign up for the Mobile Action Team will receive a Mobile Action 
Team alert prompting them to take a specific action directed at the presidential candidates. The more 
people you recruit to join Mobile Action Team leading up to 11/2, the more people you’ll get to 
participate. The ONE Campus chapter that gets the most people to take the designated mobile action 
on 11/2 will receive their choice of a ONE Campus pop-up banner or customized t-shirts with their 
school name for their ONE Campus chapter. 

 



   

 
PRINTABLE “BALLOT” 
ONE HQ will mail you printed, perforated ballots. Simply email your ONE Campus Manager by Weds 9/14 with 
your preferred mailing address. Click here to access a PDF of the ballot if you need more or wish to print your 
own. 

 

 
 
 
 
SAMPLE TWEET (general) 

 As a [INSERT STATE] voter I cast my ballot to end global poverty. @HillaryClinton if elected will you 
work to end it? #ONEVote16 #ONE Campus pic.twitter.com/Og067uljjZ 

 As a [INSERT STATE] voter I cast my ballot to end global poverty. @realDonaldTrump if elected will you 
work to end it? #ONEVote16 #ONE Campus pic.twitter.com/Og067uljjZ 

 
*Note: Passersby are welcome to tweet at third party candidates if they’d like. 

 
SAMPLE SNAP (general) 
Start by following @HillaryClinton and @realDonaldTrump on Snapchat. Then record a video of yourself on 
snapchat: “Hey [SECRETARY CLINTON/MR. TRUMP], as a [INSERT STATE] voter I cast my ballot to end global 
poverty. If elected, will you work to end it?” Type “#ONEVote16” and “ONECampus” on your snap before 
sending to both the candidates. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ypnu94h6ia44sv7/AABJDAXboSwKFLRwDa8_76foa?dl=0


   

SAMPLE PODIUM PHOTO POSTS (podium-specific) 
For Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, and/or Twitter 
 

 If I were president, I’d create policies that help girls and women reach their full potential. #ONECampus 
#ONEVote16 

 If I were president, I’d commit to end AIDS. #ONECampus #ONEVote16 

 If I were president, I’d invest in programs to stop chronic hunger and malnutrition. #ONECampus 
#ONEVote16 

 If I were president, I’d prioritize America’s support for global development, knowing that it is in our 
country’s national security interest. #ONECampus #ONEVote16 

 If I were president, I’d make sure every child has the vaccines they need to survive. #ONECampus 
#ONEVote16 

 
 
SAMPLE PROMOTIONAL POSTS FOR TABLING 

 Ever wonder what it’d be like to be president? Come stop by ONE at [INSERT SCHOOL]’s table in 
[LOCATION] at [DATE/TIME] to find out. #ONECampus #ONEVote16 

 Help us make sure the presidential candidates have a plan to end extreme poverty. Stop by the ONE 
table TODAY in [LOCATION] at [DATE/TIME]!  #ONECampus #ONEVote16 

 
 
ABOUT ONE VOTE ‘16 

 ONE Vote ‘16 engages directly with candidates and staff of both parties about the importance of 
maintaining American leadership in the battle to alleviate extreme poverty and preventable disease.  

 ONE Vote ’16 builds relationships with the candidates and their campaigns both on and off the 
campaign trail — in public and behind the scenes. 

 ONE members engage candidates at campaign stops, educate voters on the importance of smart 
foreign assistance, and invite candidates to speak at ONE-sponsored events. We utilize advisory 
committees to submit op-eds, give interviews, and build ONE’s network of grass tops supporters.  

 Behind the scenes, ONE Vote ’16 briefs candidates and campaign staff on our policy issues 
 
 

ABOUT ONE 
 ONE is a nonpartisan grassroots campaigning and advocacy organization backed by over 7 million 

people globally who are committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, 
particularly in Africa. It is made up of Democrats, Republicans, Independents, students, parents, 
people of all faiths and those who profess no faith. 

 ONE holds world leaders accountable for the commitment to fight extreme poverty, campaigns for 
better development policies, more effective aid, and trade reform. ONE also supports greater 
democracy, accountability, and transparency in developing countries so resources can most effectively 
be deployed. 

 ONE achieves change through advocacy, awareness, and action. ONE works closely with policy experts, 
African leaders, and anti-poverty campaigners to mobilize public opinion in support of tested and 
proven solutions. 

 Today, nearly 11 million people living in Africa have access to lifesaving AIDS medication, up from only 
100,000 in 2002. Malaria has been cut by 75% in nine African countries since 2000, and 60 million 
more children across sub-Saharan Africa are now going to primary school compared to 1999. 


