
ONEHOW TO: 
DESCRIBE ONE
It’s crucial to know how to talk about ONE’s work and the opportunity in the fight 
against extreme poverty. Here are some basic guidelines on how to message ONE as an 
organization, our policy priorities, and key stats.

ONE is an international campaigning and advocacy organization made up of over 7 million 
members taking action to end extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in 
Africa. Cofounded by Bono, we raise public awareness and work with political leaders to 
combat AIDS and preventable diseases, increase investments in agriculture and nutrition, 
and demand greater transparency so governments are accountable to their citizens. ONE 
does not raise money itself to build schools, hospitals and the like, but does its work by 
advocacy and campaigning so that government funds continue to flow to programs that 
make a difference in people’s lives. ONE works closely with African activists and policymakers 
as they fight corruption, promote poverty-fighting priorities, monitor the use of aid, and help 
build civil society and economic development. ONE’s work is strictly politically non-partisan.

ABOUT ONE

• We’re inspired by the facts … that show extreme poverty has been cut by 
2/3 since 1990

• We’re united in our belief … that extreme poverty is an injustice…

• We’re driven to action … because we can virtually eradicate extreme 
poverty by 2030

• But only if we take urgent action now… because there is real jeopardy 
today and much more work to be done. ONE members advocate for 
lifesaving foreign  assistance and policies by rallying, calling, writing, 
signing petitions, tweeting, posting, sharing, recruiting, and campaigning 
to eradicate extreme poverty.

ONE’S MESSAGING PLATFORM

CAMPUS
one.org/campus



ONE

ONE DOES NOT FUNDRAISE. AS WE ALWAYS SAY,  

“WE’RE NOT ASKING FOR YOUR MONEY; 
WE’RE ASKING FOR YOUR VOICE.”

THE POWER OF ADVOCACY

Our voices have power. Direct, personalized communication directed toward 
elected leaders is one of the most impactful ways to influence the decision-making 
process. ONE calls these types of advocacy actions “catalytic actions,” and includes 
handwritten letters, phone calls, in-person meetings, tweets, or any other personalized 
communication that is directly addressed/delivered to a decision maker asking them to 
support one of ONE’s policy priorities to help end extreme poverty.

• Extreme poverty has been cut by 2/3 since 1990. The numbers show that 
we can virtually eliminate extreme poverty by 2030.

• 17 million people now have access to lifesaving HIV/AIDS medicine, up 
from just under 700,000 in 2000.

• Since 2000, global malaria deaths have declined by 60%.

• An estimated 60 million more children in sub-Saharan Africa were 
enrolled in primary school in 2013 than in 2000.

• Nearly 3 million children under age 5 died as the result of malnutrition in 
2014.

• 70% of sub-Saharan Africans live without reliable energy. 

• 160 million children under the age of 5 are stunted each year because of 
chronic malnutrition.

• The U.S. Foreign Affairs budget –which funds smart international 
development programs that save lives – makes up less than 1% of the  US 
budget and is some of the  most cost-effective money we can spend.

ONE KEY FACTS


