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WEEK of 11/3/19 

Stay Focused on Our Mission | Acts 1:4-26 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
There are times when we need to be totally focused on a task. What is at stake if you become distracted? 
Christ followers have been empowered to expand the kingdom of God. The eternal lives of people are at 
stake. Since the results are not easily seen in this life, it can be hard to stay focused on our role. Our adversary 
and enemy of God, Satan, works tirelessly to distract us. But we have a powerful Helper in the person of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
1. Read Acts 1:4-6. Jesus is focused on a spiritual revolution in the hearts of lost people, but the disciples had 
become distracted by the times in which they were living. What is our role in Jesus’ mission and ministry? In 
what ways have you been distracted from the mission by this world, people, yourself, or the enemy? How has 
the Holy Spirit prompted you to refocus on that mission? Mark 4:19, Luke 10:39-42, Galatians 5:25  
 
2. Read Acts 1:8 and Acts 1:13-14. The disciples spent 3 years with Jesus before the cross and 40 days with 
Him after the resurrection. How did they know to gather together for prayer in the Upper Room after Jesus 
ascended? Discuss your thoughts on what it would have been like to be one of them—what would they have 
been praying and why? Luke 11:13, Acts 2:42, Romans 8:26-27 
 
3. Read Acts 1:9-11. What clouds in your life hide Jesus from your sight? How can the Holy Spirit help you stop 
staring into an empty sky and focus back on the hope of your salvation and the call to go and make disciples? 
John 14:1-3, Acts 4:31, Hebrews 12:1-2 
 
4. Read Acts 1:15-17 and Acts 1:20-22. A failure is not necessarily the end of our role in Jesus’ mission for 
expanding His kingdom. In light of Peter’s denials, how would you have reacted to his assuming a leadership 
role? What does this example show you about God? Acts 2:14, 2:41, Acts 4:8 
 
5. How would this epic story in Acts 1 be different if Jesus did not leave the Earth? John 16:7, John 14:12,  
Acts 2:33, Romans 8:34 
 
MEMORY VERSE 
 
1 Timothy 2:5 NLT There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ 
Jesus. 
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• Keep the Gospel in Focus 

• Satan loves to distract us, and we lose FOCUS 

• Focus = purpose is clear, focal point, center, commitment 

• Opposite of focus = distracted, neglect, divided 

• The book of Acts describes the continuation of Jesus work in and through Spirit filled believers. 

Luke 19:10 (NLT) “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”   

• In this one verse Jesus gives us His mission for the church   

Acts 1:4-5 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not 
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

• Personal application: Martin Lloyd Jones: “Live in that book, I exhort you, it is a tonic, the 
greatest tonic in the realm of the Spirit”. 

Acts 1:6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 

• A kingdom is a place where a king rules 

Acts 1:7-8 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

• BUT - Jesus refocused them to get back to their mission of seeking and saving the lost ‘ 

• We must stay focused on and not get distracted from Jesus’ mission 

• What can get us distracted today? 

• Overly concerned with the dates and timing of end time events 

• Putting ourselves first 

Matthew 6:33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need. 

• Loving the world and all it’s temptations   

• Worry and anxiety 

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 

• Jesus’ ascension was supernatural – life is supernatural – eternity is supernatural 

1 Timothy 2:5 (NLT) There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—
the man Christ Jesus. 
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• Jesus is our only mediator between God and man, No one else has the power to intercede for us 
before the God’s throne 

Acts 1:10-12 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 
hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 

• We need to focus on obeying God and His timing 

Acts 1:13-14 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those 
present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 

• We need to focus on God’s promises (God keeps All His promises) 

• We need to focus on praying with faith: nothing is impossible with God 

Mark 11:24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, 
and it will be yours.   

Psalms 133:1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! 

Acts 1:15 (NLT) During this time, when about 120 believers were together in one place, Peter 
stood up and addressed them 

Acts 1:16-17 “Brothers,” he said, “the Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas, who guided 
those who arrested Jesus. This was predicted long ago by the Holy Spirit, speaking through King 
David. 17 Judas was one of us and shared in the ministry with us. 

Matthew 19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel 

Acts 1:21-25 “So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were 
with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus—  22 from the time he was baptized 
by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus’ 
resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 
and Matthias. 24 Then they all prayed, “O Lord, you know every heart. 25 Show us which of these 
men you have chosen as an apostle to replace Judas in this ministry, for he has deserted us and 
gone where he belongs 

• The disciples nominated two men but then they prayed for God make His choice clear to them 

• When we need wisdom, we must focus on putting God FIRST in our decisions 

Proverbs 2:6 (NLT) For the Lord grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding. 

Acts 1:26 (NLT) Then they cast lots, and Matthias was selected to become an apostle with the 
other eleven 

• We see their decision was focused on prayer and the Bible 
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Hebrews 12:2 (NASB) fixing (focusing) our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God 

 


