
Army Battle Cry – a Global Call to Prayer 

 
Every battle has a strategy.  Sometimes the battle takes us by surprise: an ambush from 

the enemy knocks us off course.  However, the seasoned warrior will not be fooled or left 

without an attack plan, without resources to defend and defeat its oppressors.  Is the 

prayer image ever painted this way for you?  Prayer is not exclusively a tranquil, 

individual meditation of solace.  It is also clarion shouts for heaven’s help.  It is written in  

1 Chronicles 5:20, “They were helped in fighting them because they cried out to Him in 

the battle.  He answered their prayers, because they trusted Him.” 

 

General Shaw Clifton has taken up that war banner calling all Prayer Warriors to put on 

their battle fatigues and lock arms around the world for a global prayer defensive as 

stated in Luke 18:7-8, “And will not God bring about justice for His chosen ones, who 

cry out to Him day and night?  I tell you, He will see that they get justice, and quickly.” 

 

Will you join the front line of warriors?  An international prayer vigil has begun and you 

are being recruited to sign up at www.SalvationArmySpiritualLife.org. 

 

“In Luke 18:8, Jesus concludes his teaching with the question, “However, when the Son 

of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?”  Perhaps Christ is looking for evidence of 

faith on the earth upon His return, in His chosen ones crying out to Him day and night.  

May The Salvation Army be a part of the faith that He finds.”  (General Shaw Clifton) 

 

 

Consider these Biblical views as you pray for the social injustices happening in your own 

city and around the world.  Use the language of scripture as a weapon against these 

forces. 

The Realities of the War 

Regarding the sanctity of life  

Humankind was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). All people – without 

exception – are of value to him, holding a special place in his creation (Psalm 8:5), 

irrespective of age, gender, race, religion, health or social status, or their potential for 

achievement. The Bible makes it clear that human life is sacred: it is God who gives life 

(Acts 17:25) and God who decides when it ends (Psalm 104:29). The right to life of 

innocent human beings is firmly established (Isaiah 59:7, Jeremiah 22:3). 

The start of human life and personhood  

Life begins in the womb (Psalm 139:13-16, Jeremiah 1:5, Exodus 21:22-23).  The visit of 

Mary to Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-45) demonstrates the continuity of life from the fetal stage. 

God cares for and defends the weak and the marginalized (Leviticus 19:14, 33-34) and 

He is a God of justice (Psalms 140:12, 146:7-9). 

Human Trafficking – modern day slavery 



Humankind is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26). All people are valuable to  

God, holding a special place in God’s creation (Psalm 8:5, 21:1-6). The Bible teaches that 

nobody should be exploited or damaged. Psalm 10 describes the wickedness of those who 

entrap others and the Psalmist calls on God to intervene.  

Isaiah 42:22 says, ‘But this is a people plundered and looted all of them trapped in pits or 

hidden away in prisons. They have become plunder, with no one to rescue them; they 

have been made loot, with no one to say, “Send them back.”’ 

Joel 3:3 says, ‘They cast lots for my people and traded boys for prostitutes; they sold girls 

for wine that they might drink.’ 

Jesus taught that no one should live in physical or spiritual bondage. He said, “The Lord 

has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, to give sight to the blind, to free everyone 

who suffers, and to say, ‘This is the year the Lord has chosen’.’’ (Luke 4: 18 – 19). He 

was quoting Isaiah 61:1-2. Later in Isaiah 61:8, are these words, “I, the Lord, love justice! 

But I hate robbery and injustice.”  

Impurities – the enemy will coerce, abuse, deceive and exploit  

Struggling with addiction and sexual impurity – Psalm 18:28-36, Romans 6: 1-23,                                   

1 Corinthians 6:12-20, Philippians 3:17-4:1. 

Challenging the lies of the enemy – Psalm 56:1-4, 1 Corinthians 6:9, Ephesians 5:3-14. 

The world seems enticing – Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, James 1:26-27, 4:4-10, 1 John 2:15-17. 

~We pray with this confidence ~ 

“In this godless world you will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart!  

I’ve conquered the world.” 

                                                                            - John 16:33 The Message 

 

 

 

  

Life Lines 

Prayer is not a program – it is a process. 



Prayer is not a format – it is a formation. 

Prayer is not a ritual – it is a relationship. 

Prayer is not a formality – it is a fight!  

Do you see the pattern we have made for ourselves as we think of the discipline of 

prayer?  We like it “tidy” in its own compartment: a program, a form, a dry, meaningless, 

mechanical ritual that we tick off on a list.  The reality?  We have made prayer an 

impersonal element that is kept at arm’s length and not allowing it to show its potency.    

If it were a race car it would be likened to the fastest vehicle on the track, with all the 

upgrades of technology but when we turn the key to ignite the roar of the engine, 

expecting a rush of sound and then …. Nothing.  Why?  Is it because we’re trying to start 

this powerful machine with an empty tank of gas and consistently turning that key in 

hopes of another outcome? 

What is missing? 

Look again at Luke 18.  Jesus uses a parable to describe an aspect of prayer: a heartless 

judge being harassed by a persistent widow to rule fairly regarding her adversary.  The 

judge admits that he does not care what God thinks nor does he even care about what 

people think but because this woman is bothering him, won’t give up on her case, he 

grants her justice.  He has been worn out by her tenacity.  Why is she so bent on her case 

for protection?  A widow in this society was completely helpless: she had no means of 

financial support, no rights as a citizen, no authority or voice in either the church or 

politics – she is ‘used goods’ and of no value to anyone.  The singular thing she has going 

for her was what the law of Israel did state (Deut. 10:17-18, 24:17, 27:19).  What does 

she have to lose but to fight to the bitter end to a judge who could care less about her or 

anyone else, for that matter. 

Jesus says then, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying?  So what makes 

you think God won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who continue to cry 

out for help?  He will not drag his feet.  But how much of that kind of persistent faith 

will the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?” (The Message) 

The passage around this parable deals with the return of Christ and this verse (v.8) refers 

to the state of believers on that apocalyptic day.  Will faith be apparent?  Finally seeing 

the substance of things not seen? (Heb 11:1)  Or will we have given up the fight, thinking 

nothing can change the dire state of the world – “The problem is too big?  What could I 

possibly do to incite change in the sins of human trafficking, of sexual immorality even 

among believers, of man’s inhumanity to man?”  What would fuel my passion to cry out 

with faith in making a difference through agonized prayer? 

 

Better yet?  What has stolen the tenacity of my faith to pray this way? 



Satan desperately wants to hide the pleasure of Christ’s glory – to steal the joy of our 

faith.  His number one target, more than anything, is to destroy our faith as we pray.   He 

knows that faith will fuel our passion.  He knows that faith helps us approach things that 

seem impossible, beyond human capabilities and to fight for God’s glory.  Satan will 

stick barbs to prick our spirits.  He inserts doubts by many means.  He causes us to give 

up, uses ‘reality’ as a line of reasoning.  He has caused an epidemic of depression, 

reaching pandemic proportions, so that we could never think of what the glory of God 

would look like in the midst of turmoil, abuse, and exploitation.  

Let me share with you one final image put forward by John Piper in When I don’t desire 

God: How to fight for Joy.    

Preferring anything above Christ is the very essence of sin.  It must be fought. 

God defines evil this way when he says, “My people have committed two evils: they have 

forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn out cisterns for themselves, broken 

cisterns that can hold no water.” (Jer. 2:13)  God pictures himself as a mountain spring of 

clean, cool, live-giving water.  The way to glorify a fountain like this is to enjoy the 

water, praise the water, keep coming back to the water and point other people to the water 

– get strength for love from the water and never, never prefer any drink in the world over 

this water.  That makes the spring look valuable.  That is how we glorify God, the 

fountain of living water. 

But in Jeremiah’s day (and in today’s world) people have tasted the fountain of God’s 

grace and did not like it.  So they gave their energies to finding better water, more 

satisfying water.  Not only did God call this effort futile (“broken cisterns that can hold 

no water”), but he called it evil: “My people have committed two evils.”  They put God’s 

perfection to the tongue of their souls and disliked what they tasted; then they turned and 

craved the suicidal cisterns of the world.  That double insult to God is the essence of evil. 

So preferring the pleasures of power over other people (human trafficking, modern day 

slavery) or money or fame or sex over the “pleasures ….. at God’s right hand” (Psalm 

16:11) has been a direct insult to God. 

If it is a direct insult to God, are we not equally outraged?   

At the onset of this letter was the notion of prayer being impersonal, ritualistic and held at 

arm’s length.  We tend to pray for the things that impact our own personal lives, leaving 

other matters to other people.  Well, you are “the other people.” When it comes to the 

problems that are not directly our own concerns, do we deliberately pray for those things 

that do not ‘touch’ us on a daily basis but absolutely paralyze other parts of our world, 

paralyze our communities, maybe even our next door neighbor?  These are the matters 

that touch God’s heart and as we go to prayer we need to consider his heart.   

We also need to show that we are praying.  I am asking you as Prayer Warriors of the 

Southern Territory and beyond to join me in signing up for 24/7 prayer on the 



international Prayer website, www.SalvationArmySpiritualLife.org.  It is here that you 

are able to sign up directly to an international prayer room, linking arms with 

Salvationists from around the globe; soldiers who are praying for the same concerns that 

have been placed on your heart.  Can we see power in that action?  Absolutely!  Will God 

hear us as we cry out night and day for justice?  Christ has promised God’s response 

already through his own words, “I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.”      

(Luke 18: 8a – ESV) 

Will you have faith to believe that God will do a mighty thing as we cry out to him with 

persistence in the midst of this battle?  Let the Son of Man find us faithful. 

 

- Jude Gotrich, Territorial Director of Worship Development & Prayer Initiative 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  


