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‘Essentials of the doctrine’, pp 151-152, 
�e Salvation Army Handbook of 
Doctrine.

�e work of Jesus on the Cross calls 
humanity to repentance and faith 
Repentance and faith describe the proper 
human response to the work of Jesus on 
the Cross; together they constitute the 
necessary human action for salvation 
(Acts 20:21). �ey are not totally human in 
origin, but �ow from an experience of 
God’s grace which enables the individual 
to appreciate, and respond to, God’s gi� in 
Christ. Nevertheless, it is possible for 
humanity to ignore, resist or deliberately 
turn away from this gi�. Repentance and 
faith are always freely chosen.

Repentance and faith lead to regeneration
� e doctrine points to the regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit which brings 
people to salvation and transforms and 
renews their life. It describes the spiritual 
rebirth that is experienced by those who 
have repented and believed. It is described 
in various ways, each of which signi� es a 
movement from decay to wholeness. � ese 
include a change from death to life (John 
5:24; 1 John 3:14), becoming a new creation 
(2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15), being 
born again (John 3:5-6; 1 Peter 1:23), 
receiving eternal life (John 17:2; Romans 
6:23) and moving from darkness to light 
(John 8:12; Ephesians 5:8). God’s purpose 
is our re-creation in the image of his Son, 
Jesus, and our freedom from the power of 
sin. � rough faith in Jesus, we can be led 
into a free, open and growing relationship 
with God. We are freed by the Spirit to 
become our true selves. � is process is 
never completed in this life, but it grows 
and develops as the Holy Spirit reveals to 
us more of our own need of the power of 
Christ. � e Holy Spirit as Lord and giver of 
life makes the risen Christ real to us.

The outcome is salvation
Salvation means we are accepted by God 
unconditionally and promised a new way of 
life through him; our salvation depends 
both on the grace of God and upon our 
response of faith. The doctrine of salvation 
is vital for our understanding of the nature 
of God. It shows that we worship a saving 
God, one who understands our human 
situation and comes to rescue us.




