
What the Bible says 
 
God’s love for human beings is reaffirmed numerous times in Scripture. ‘But it was 
because the LORD loved you ...’ (Deuteronomy 7:8); ‘“1 have loved you,” says the 
LORD’ (Malachi 1:2). God’s desire in response to his love toward us is for us to love 
one another. ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your 
people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the LORD’ (Leviticus: 19:18) is the 
injunction given to his people. 
 
Jesus’ last command clearly reflects the Old Testament teaching: ‘A new command I 
give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another’ 
(John 13:34). He commanded his disciples. He reiterated this strong statement as a 
sign for his disciples: ‘By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another’ (v 35). There could hardly be a stronger statement than ‘Love one 
another’ as the basis for qualifying one as a follower of Jesus. 

 
Our lives today 
 
Love anticipates and demands love in return. In my part of the world, there is a 
general feeling among religious and even secular groups that the true sense of love 
is diminishing in our generation, in relationships and in the community at large. Love 
within the family — between couples, siblings, in-laws and so on — is seen to be on 
the decline. 
 
There are numerous factors contributing to this. One common observation is that 
materialism is gaining the upper ground on religious, social and cultural sentiments.  
 
Scientific advancement and globalization are other factors worth considering, as is 
the rapid advance in technology. Human relationships are at stake as the present 
generation becomes more reliant on devices than person-to-person contact. As 
humanity seemingly becomes more self-reliant, so greater becomes the likelihood of 
people straying further from God. 
 
The timing of these studies on the subject of love is truly perfect and I pray that the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit has been evident throughout these pages. If we 
understand what the apostle Paul meant when he wrote, ‘For Christ’s love compels 
us...’ (2 Corinthians 5:14), there can be no reason to delay in sharing love so 
wonderful. 
 
In one of my appointments I worked among people living with HI V/Aids, and drug 
abuse and commercial sex workers. Since there was no proper place for them and 
their stigma and exclusion was common, they would often knock on our doors at odd 
hours. I would prepare food, hot water for them to bath, and a bed for the night, and 
this would often continue for weeks and even months. The challenges here lay in 
providing preventative measures to combat the symptomatic diseases that they 
carried. Knowing and experiencing God’s love enabled me to love them without 
discrimination. 

 
 



Discussion questions 
 
1. What does the phrase ‘love one another’ mean for you? 
 
2. Take time to share personal experiences of loving others with Christlike love. 
 
3. In your society/culture what challenges contribute to expressing Christian sisterly    
    love for one another? Suggest how believers can overcome them. 

 
Living as loved 
 
Looking back at the studies, which one has spoken to you most in your journey of 
love? We prove our love for God by loving others. 
 
Meditate on these verses: 
 
‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. 
 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another’ 
(John 13:34,35). 
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I have known l am loved as I have had the privilege of serving the Lord in the India 
Eastern Territory (my home territory) and in Women’s Ministries roles in the India 
Northern, Sri Lanka and The Philippines territories, and currently as Zonal Secretary 
for Women’s Ministries in the South Asia Zone at IHQ. 


