
 

 

7 June 2013 

Dear Prayer Partners:     

Once again I want to express my gratitude for your faithfulness in prayer. The Thursday morning Worldwide 
Prayer Meeting continues to be a powerful force in the territories and commands where it has been given 
priority emphasis. There is no doubt that the stirring of the Spirit in our Army has always been and continues to 
be inextricably connected to prayer. We can never minimise the human efforts and achievements, but our 
ministry is Kingdom-oriented and that requires a power beyond the norm, exceeding human will and endeavour.   

For any Salvationist, prayer cannot be an option. Dr Martin Luther King Jr. said: 'To be a Christian without 
prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing'. This echoes the line John Oxenham penned: 
'Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, the Christian's native air' (SASB 625). Perhaps these statements relate to the 
Apostle Paul's challenge to pray at all times in the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18) and to pray without ceasing  
(1 Thessalonians 5:17). Obviously he considered our communication with God as natural as breathing. Yes, at 
the personal level, we need to cultivate this seamless prayer life.   

It happens for the Army as well, each Thursday morning, or when corps and centres engage in 24-7 prayer. It is 
a continuous breathing out of our praise and petitions as the Body of Christ. It is not confined to a place, an age 
group or even a membership in a programme. I hear from Salvationists who regularly meet alone with the Lord 
to pray for the Army. Others are gathering around the mercy seat at the corps, or meeting at their offices or 
headquarters. In one of our children's homes, they have a prayer room set up and the children post their prayers 
on the walls. Twitter carries prayer reminders and calls Salvationists around the world to connect through 
intercession.   

Recently I listened to a CD about the Isle of Lewis revival of 1949. The narrator, who was a key figure in those 
Spirit-filled season days, spoke of the revival's earliest beginnings. It was two sisters, 84 and 82 years old, who 
prayed earnestly and ceaselessly for revival. Every great movement of God that has brought new life to his 
people and impacted the communities has been born out of prayer. God desires to break through in every age. 
He wants us to pray. He delights in answering.   

Let's not just make prayer a priority in terms of only talking about it. Let us unite in prayer, linking our every 
breath, personally and corporately, with the living God. Let us be assured that he will breathe in us, filling us 
with his Spirit, and consequently with his love, his holiness, his heart for the world.   

O Lord, how grateful we are for prayer, for our need of you that drives us to prayer and for every evidence of 
your mercy and grace as you answer.   

May he find us faithful!       

Sincerely,       
 

Linda Bond     
General    


