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Editorial

T
he whole world is eagerly waiting for the Vaccine against the 
Covid19 pandemic, to stop its spreading and its consequences. 
Larger amount of money has been invested to bring out active 

vaccine that would boost the immunity, and to fight against the virus. 
Recently the Vaccine developed by Russia – 'SPUTINK V' became 
controversial, and the WHO asked for its authentic scientific results and 
the procedural guidelines followed while bringing out this vaccine, and 
several countries are expressing their doubts.  As we all know, vaccine 
helps the human body to improve immunization that grow anti bodies to 
fight against harmful virus.  We are hopeful that soon, we will be able to 
have a well and active Vaccine to fight against Covid19.

This month, we are observing the day against Human Trafficking & 
Modern Slavery. The world is full of trafficking, and many lives are at risk. 
Commissioner Marieke Venter, ZSWM writes about this trafficking and 
encouraging us to fight against this evil practice, as a responsible spiritual 
warrior. There are other articles featuring  the Salvation Army's work in 

I n d i a ,  a s  w e  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e 
commencement of Army's work in India on 19th 
September. Like a requested earlier, we 
welcome your comments and  feed back to 
improve and bring effective publication. May 
God bless all of us.!

When I thought of vaccine, it came into my mind of the spiritual 
vaccination requires against the harmful virus that affect our soul. The 
world we live contaminates the spiritual well being and affects the faith of 
the believer. Just like a physical virus is a microscopic infectious agent that 
we cannot see there are spiritual viruses that infect us . Satan uses unholy 
thoughts to infiltrate our minds. These thoughts soon become feelings 
that captivate our imagination , and before long an unholy attitude is 
developed, which leads to some ungodly action. When tempting Jesus,  
the devil employed three devices to infect his heart and lead him astray.  
John identifies them this way “— the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

The strategies of the Satan are age-old. He used them against Eve to 
commit the first sin. He uses them today. He uses a variety of spiritual 
viruses but they all come from the same source. He may disguise these 
viral agents through people we trust that lead us astray. He uses modern 
technology. Social media. Lurid entertainment. Unwholesome literature. 
Physical pleasure. The lure of riches. Selfish ambition, and the list goes on. 
But how can we be immunized? By only means on Spiritual Vaccination. 
We have a  good news that the spiritual vaccinations we have received 
from Jesus Christ! Fortunately for us, Christ took the sin-virus and 
weakened its potency on the cross.  When Jesus was tempted by Satan, 
He answered each temptation with 'It is written.' This reminded me of 
Psalm 119:11, “Your Word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin 
against You.”  When the WORD OF GOD lives in our heart, it will stop us 
from every ungodly thought. We need the power of God, to be able to fight 
against any kind of malicious virus  that infect our spiritual life.   Let us be 
reminded by Paul's suggestion to Philippians “Watch out for nothing; 
however, in the whole lot by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made identified unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall preserve your hearts and minds via Christ 
Jesus.” Philippians 4:6. When we are immunized with this vaccination, our 
faith gets  wax-in, which means it grows bigger. Our spiritual standard 
raises, and we will be shining in our spiritual aspect. 
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Special Theme

I
t's September, and 27 September 
2020 has been set aside for the 
annual day of prayer for victims of 

modern slavery and human trafficking.  
Salvationists around the world will 
gather before the throne of God on 
behalf of women, men and children 
affected by this worldwide crime against 
human beings. The day of prayer is also 
a wonderful opportunity to raise 
awareness on the issue of modern 
slavery and human trafficking, and to 
join hands with churches, organisations 
and individuals in our communities to 
stand against the greed and evil 
intentions of traffickers.

The Global Slavery Index reports that 
there are about 18.3 million people in 
modern slavery in India. Forced labour 
and sexual exploitation are reported to 
be the main forms of human trafficking 
in India, and a large percentage of 
victims are under the age of 18.

This is bad news!  However, as 
Christians we believe in the power of 
prayer.  Theologians have reflected 
much on prayer and agree that prayer is 
foundational to all Christian service. Mari 
W i l l i a m s  d e s c r i b e s  p r a y e r  a s 
underpinning everything Christians do. 
“Prayer is at the core of the kingdom task 
of seeking justice.” Alita Ram, agrees by 
naming prayer as the bedrock of every 
effort of Christians to work for justice. 
They agree that sometimes our prayers 
may be very general, whilst at other 
times, according to our knowledge, our 
prayers can be for very specific activities 
and people.  Brueggemann describes 
prayer as “a refusal to settle for what is” 
and writes in his book Interrupting 
Silence, “…the very fact of prayer is a 
way to remain courageous, a way to 
resist resignation that would result in 
losing heart.”

Prayer for Prayer for 
justice and freedomjustice and freedom
Prayer for 
justice and freedom

Ø  God hears the prayers of his people! 
In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus tells the parable of 
the widow who presented her case to an 
unrighteous judge. Even though he 
refused to listen many times, she 
persisted and finally received justice. 
When we pray, we do not come to an 
“unrighteous judge” but to our all-
powerful and ever-loving Father.  If even 
an unrighteous judge can be prevailed 
upon to grant justice, how much more 
will our Father grant our prayers!

I appeal to all Salvationists to engage in 
this important event, for the following 
reasons:

Ø Anyone can pray!  Not everyone can 
rescue people from captivity. Not 

A reection by Commissioner Marieke Venter
Zonal Secretary for Women's Ministries, South Asia Zone.

everyone can speak in important high-
level forums. Not everyone can raise 
funds or establish shelters and homes. 
But everyone can pray! Prayer is a 
challenge a God-given task for groups and 
individuals of all ages, and it is accessible 
to all who share a burden for people who 
are exploited by means of human 
trafficking.

Ø Prayer is at the centre of The 
Salvation Army's global response to 
modern slavery and human trafficking. On 
the foundation of prayer, we respond by 
prevention, participation, prosecution, 
partnership, policy, proof and protection. 

It all starts with prayer! 

 Fileta J 2017. Live justly. Portland: Micah Challenge. Page 45

Brueggemann W 2018. Interrupting silence: God's command to speak out: (Kindle edition). 
London: Hodder & Stoughton. Page 84

Brueggemann W 2018. Interrupting silence: God's command to speak out: (Kindle edition). 
London: Hodder & Stoughton. Page 66

 Fileta J 2017. Live justly. Portland: Micah Challenge. Page 47

Our readers are invited to go to https://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc/IADPrayer for 
resources and information, and join Salvationists all around the world in this important 
day of prayer.
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Community Health Initiatives:

But for the community health outreach 
team, every such incident was yet another 
motivating factor to work not only with the 

Touched by the situation within the CBH  
campus and the local community, The 
Community  outreach Programme  team 
was contemplating to initiate woks with 
the  communi ty,  the  s t igma and 
discrimination was very high and there 
were many reported incidences of the 
family members neglecting the infected 
person including locking them in separate 
rooms or chasing them out of their homes 
in order to maintain their social status. 
The neighbors discriminated and isolated 
not only the infected persons but also the 
entire families at times, by not allowing 
them to draw water from common wells, 
not allowing children to play with their 
children, not permitting entry to temples 
or churches, not inviting for social 
functions, not participating in their funeral 
activities and rejecting their bodies to be 
buried in common burial ground. 

HIV infection in India was first detected in 
1986 among female sex workers in 
Chennai. Ever since the number of cases 
were gradually increasing whereas the 
stigma and discrimination associated with 
HIV was mounting in an alarming speed. 
When the community in Tamil Nadu was 
highly scared about HIV/AIDS, in the year 
1992, the Salvation Army Catherine Booth 
Hospital, Nagercoil (CBH) had a shock 
when the local newspaper headlined 
“AIDS patient in CBH”. No one dared to go 
to the ward where a lonely young person 
was lying with HIV infection. At that time 
CBH did not have any protocol on 
management of HIV. However they took 
the risk of managing the patient for a few 
days and then referred him to Christian 
Medical College (CMC), Vellore. Later his 
spouse was given a job in the accounts 
department of CBH. This courageous 
decision by the Salvation Army was a 
pioneer effort which inspired and 
motivated to work for prevention, care 
and support to thousands of People Living 
with HIV and AIDS in the territory. 

Background:
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infected persons and 
their families but also 
with the community at 
large. The team was 
wel l  prepared wi th 
training, counselling and 
commitment to address 
the emerging situation. 
T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y 
occasions the team had 
to carry dead bodies for 
burial, conduct dignified 
burial services to the 
deceased HIV infected 
persons, go to the police 
stations etc…. In such 
occasions, the team remembered “ For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.' Matthew 25:35-40.

With initial experiences, the Salvation 
A r m y  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  a n d 
Development Project developed a 
comprehensive project “Integrated Care 
as Close as to the Famil ies” and 
commenced implementation in 1993 
focusing on home based care and 
intensive prevention outreach activities to 
rural population through the Salvation 
Army Corps. In addition to the project 
staff, community based field volunteers 
were recruited and deployed with 
adequate training and home based 
medical kits. HIV and STI testing facilities 
were established at CBH as well as 
community-based centers managed by 
TSA CBH.  

In this way the Salvation Army Community 
Health and Development Project of 
Catherine Booth Hospital was a pioneer 
inst itut ion in medical ly managing 
thousands of people living with HIV and 
A I D S  p r o v i d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  f o r 
opportunistic infections (OIs), counseling 
services and in the later stage initiating 
ART even before the Government Medical 
College Hospital in Kanniyakumari District 
established ART centre. These initiatives 

significantly contributed to scaling up and 
improved quality of care, support and 
treatment services. In appreciation of the 
services, the Tamil Nadu State AIDS 
Control Society (TNSACS) voluntarily 
provided financial support for Institutional 
Care Centre. 

As years passed by, the infants born with 
HIV grew up, and the need to address the 
issues confronted by Children Infected with 
HIV/AIDS or Children Affected by HIV/AIDS 
(CIA and CAA) emerged. TSA CHDP again 
took pain to understand the issues of CIA 
and CAA and initiated Programmes to 
alleviate their suffering. TSA CHDP 
supported the children with nutrition, 
counselling and guidance. Many such 
children were supported to continue the 
schooling and subsequently higher 

When the issue of conducting deliveries to 
HIV positive pregnant women came to the 
fore and most of the hospitals in Tamil Nadu 
deferred or refused to conduct deliveries, 
the Catherine Booth Hospital came forward 
to the aid of such neglected pregnant 
women with humanitarian concerns. HIV 
positive pregnant women were identified 
t h r ough  Gove r nmen t  i n t e g ra t ed 
counse l l i ng  and  tes t ing  cente rs , 
Government PHCs, other organizations and 
the project team. They were cared with 
regular medical checkup, immunization, 
and nutrition support. Within a short span 
85 deliveries were conducted at TSA CBH 
for the HIV positive women.

Continued to page 5 

COMMUNITY HEALTH INITIATIVES IN 
CATHERINE BOOTH HOSPITAL, NAGERCOIL-ISET
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S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Initiatives

In response to the emerging needs, TSA 
CHDP, facilitated towards socio-economic 
development activities with community 
participation. One such source was the 
5,500 members women Self Help Groups 
promoted by TAS CHDP. They continue to 
save Rs. 2 per month for the welfare of the 
HIV positive poor women. TSA volunteers 
from abroad supported construction of 5 
houses each costing about INR 150,000/- 

education and today most of them are 
working in different parts of India.  TSA 
CHDP enabled them to realize their 
dreams towards bright and prosperous 
future. 

The Salvation Army  has given hope in the 
l ives of thousands of people and 
introduced Jesus Christ to them as Isaiah 
41.10 says “Fear not for I am with you: be 

for PLHIV. Addressing every component of 
life of the PLHIV enhanced their quality of 
life and social integration. 

The coordinated joint efforts of TSA CBH 
and TSA CHDP of India South Eastern 
Territory has genuinely addressed the real 
and felt health needs of the peoplein a 
comprehens i ve  way.  Commun i ty 
participation, social responsibil ity, 
transparency, affordable cost, health 
education,collaboration with Government 
and Non-Government Organizations and 
sustainability are some of the pillars of the 
success story. 

not dismayed, for I am your God: I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand”. It is vital 
to mention all these services would have 
not been possible without the guidance and 
support of former Territorial Commanders 
of India South Eastern territory  and the 
present Territorial Commander Col. 
Gabriel. I.  Christian, Officers, Staff of CBH 
& CHDP and Volunteers from the 
Communities.

Continued from page 4 

Mr. G. Benjamin Dhaya (Benny)
Director of TSA CHDP 

& Director for Business Administration
Catherine Booth Hospital, Nagercoil

India South Eastern Territory

The Bible message shared from John 5: 2 – 9 “Rise and take up your 
mat and walk.  It was emphasized that paralyzed person was sitting 
at the bank of Bethesda pond with great hope and faith. Jesus 
appeared at Bethesda pond and saw the great need of that man who 
was helpless but has faith and hope in God.  Jesus saw the paralyzed 
person and he showed his mercy upon him and told him to get up 
and take your mat and walk.   Jesus healed paralyzed person 
miraculously and that man followed Jesus Christ. 

Some women were dressed up like “Zimbabwe Traditional Women” 
and performed small dramas, songs, skits, about the country, 
culture, education, social and Spiritual life. They also emphasized 
the challenges and issues that they are facing in Zimbabwe. 
Congregation were encouraged to pray and remember the 
challenges and issues that they are facing in Zimbabwe. And many 
stood and offered special prayers for the women of Zimbabwe.

Through this Prayer meeting, our women around the Territories 
affirmed their faith in Jesus Christ and shared their fears and hope, 

W
orld Day of Prayer was observed on 6th March 2020, in all 
the six Territories, with the theme “Rise and take up your 
mat and walk”. This year International World Day of 

Prayer organization has selected to pray for the country Zimbabwe. 
The Salvation Army prayer halls were decorated with banners, 
Instruments, flowers, vegetables, and grains to resemble the 
nativity of Zimbabwe, to give some idea about the culture and 
history to the members.  All the members prayed earnestly for the 
needs of the country.  

REPORT ON WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2020

 The prayer was enthusiastic and all the women were strengthened 
their spiritual lives by the prayers.  

joy, and sorrow. Overall day was observed in a full sense of 
spirituality and our people had spent quality time in prayer and 
solitude.

Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari
Secretary for Women Development

India National office, Kolkata
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“
Do not fear, for I am with you, do not 
be afraid, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my victorious right- 
hand.” Isaiah 41:10

This type of Pandemic disease was 
occurred in 1918 and it was known as 
Spanish influenza or deadly influenza.  
It was started in February 1918 and 
lasted up to April 1920; about 500 
million people (one third of the world 
population) were infected. About 40 
million people were died with this deadly 
disease. The situation which was being 
faced by the world in 1918, the same 
situation has outbreak in 2020. Due to 
corona virus, so many people are in 
depression and fear. The Government of 
so many countries has declared 
lockdown. Though the first phase of 
lockdown has been opened, still, we the 
children who are studying in the 
schools, colleges and universities have 
completely been lockdown at homes. 
Though our classes are being continued 
through zoom yet we have fears and 
doubts, whether World's doctors, 
nurses, scientists would be able to make 
vaccine to cure and eliminate this deadly 
d isease. Wi l l  th is pandemic be 
eliminated, will our land be healed 
again. So many negative thoughts are 

The whole world is suffering with the 
Epidemic, COVID-19, Corona Virus and 
this virus has become deadly disease for 
each & every country. The death ratio 
due to Corona Virus has been increasing 
day by day. WHO has declared this 
deadly disease as Pandemic. 

     

Having trust on the word of God, Let's 
recognize the symptoms of corona Virus 
and believing in the healing power of 
Jesus Christ, Lets concentrate on the 
Preventions& Precautions to fight with 
Corona Virus. 

    

arising in our minds, while we are at 
home.   

The word of God also says, “I hereby 
command  you :  Be  s t r ong  and 
courageous do not be frightened or 
dismayed for the Lord your God is with 
you where ever you go” Joshua 1:9 

Symptoms of Corona Virus

My dear friends the above mentioned 
verse is strengthening us and telling us 
to be strong in our faith. When I read this 
verse, it seemed to me as if God is talking 
to me and telling me that “I am the 
author of your life and when I am with 
you, you should not rely upon your 
doubts and fears. I am going to uphold 
you with my righteous right hand forever 
and ever.

1. The main symptom of corona virus is 
fever. 

2. According to world 
Health Organizat ion 
WHO, WHEN INFECTED 
WITH THE Corona Virus 
88% percent people 
gets fever, 68% cough & 
Cold, 18% people feel 
difficulty in breathing, 
14% people feel body & 

Prayer: O Lord, maker of heaven & 
earth, when you accomplished the work 
of creation you said, indeed it was very 
good. O Lord as your good creation is 
suffering, Have mercy on us and heal our 
Land, Amen. 

3. Follow the rule of social distancing.

Precautions to Prevent Corona Virus   

head ache, 11% gets shivered, 4% show 
signs of diarrhea.

1. Wash your hands again & again with 
soap.

2. Cover your mouth with tissue Paper or 
Handkerchief while you sneeze or cough.

4. Always wear mask when you go out. 

Let us have faith on God that God is 
always protecting us and He will protect 
us in days to come. Let us follow the 
precautions earnestly and carefully to 
prevent ourselves safe from this deadly 
disease.
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A DEADLY ENEMY- COVID -19, 

CORONA VIRUS

Major Anugraha Masih
Secretary to TPWM
The Salvation Army THQ
India Northern Territory 
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Now when everything was going 
well and smooth. We welcomed 
the year 2020, with prayer and 
new thoughts, now all of sudden 
t h i n g s  h a v e  b e c o m e 
u n f a v o u r a b l e  ,  M y  w i f e 
Commissioner Bimla Charan had 
heart attack on 20th January, 
while we were just preparing to 
attend General's meeting at 
Moradabad. It made us sad and 
unhappy because we were very 
much would like to see General 
and World president of women's 
ministries. But now we were in 
the SRMS hospital. After few 
d a y s  t i m e  m y  w i f e  w a s 
discharged and we returned to 
home. But, Still we were not 
recovered, as another incident 

I
 am happy to take the 
pr i v i l ege  to  share  my 
testimony, How God lead us 

and blessed us with abundant 
love. After our retirement, I and 
my wife are staying at Bareilly 
where our younger son John and 
his wife living along with our 
g randson  A l e x .  A l s o  ou r 
daughter Margaret and her 
husband and children Ryan & 
Rowan lives in the same city. 
Some time we visit our elder son 
Mark and pinky, and grandson 
Nicholas at Delhi. I believe that 
Lord blessed and kept such a 
way, that we can spend more 
time with our family and children 
which has been our long dream 
too. Being Salvation Army 
Officers working in leadership 
appointments, we could not get 
much time to live with our 
children and grand children 
during our active service. We 
praise God that, Lord gave us a 
good time after retirement so 
that we can receive family 
blessing and play with our four 
grandsons. Now more than four 
years gone  after our retirement 
and we had many happy 
occasions and fun time. 

was happened. I fell down from 
scooter and got my right foot injured, 
with deep pain I suffered almost one 
month. By this time COVID 19 entered 
in the country and announced 
pandemic, it paralyzed the lives of the 
people. Everything was lock down and 
nothing was available easily. During 
this time we were just eating and 
sitting  at home doing nothing. This 
situation affected me personally with 
many health issues. I became weak 
and had vertigo problem for which I 
had to seek medical advice which was 
ve r y  d ifficu l t  due  t o  Co rona 
everywhere around.  I was thinking 
now my life was in danger, and didn't 
know, except only realising that God 
saved me.

My friends what really I would like to 
tell you that, we faced lots of up and 
downs during last seven months, 
which made our life difficult but I look 
straight to the Cross where my 
Saviour Lord Jesus Christ died. We 
took every day all our pain and 
suffering before the Lord in prayer 
and put on his feet. I am happy to say 
that today , by his grace and mercy we 
are safe and in sound health. We 
cannot forget to say a big thank you to 
all our friends who prayed for us and 
our children are taking  care of  us 
even in the very dangerous times.  We 
appreciate our Territorial Leaders and 
CS & TSWM who visited and prayed 
for us, and all active, and retired 
officers for their prayers and wishes 
for the recovery.  Also we thank you 
our Children and grand Children 
Austen & Margaret, Ryan, Rowan, 
Mark & Pinky and Nicholas, John & 
Gudia and Evan for their kindness in 
taking care of us.. Lord is so great and 
mighty. Llet us give all glory his holy 
name. 

By Commissioner Samuel Charan (Rtd.)

India Northern Territory

TESTIMONY
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Women & Church - Historical 
Background:

The role of women in the birth, growth 
and development of the Christian Church 
was neglected. Women in the church  
equally contributed with men in the life 
and ministry of the church. But many of 
the prominent roles played by women 
have not been acknowledged and 
recognized in the early historical writings. 
The primary reason for this is that the 
society was dominated by men. It is true 
that women were  active in various 
ministerial activities in the early church 
like administering ,teaching and also as 
disciples and ministers of Jesus Christ.
 
Christianity emerged from within 
surrounding patriarchal societies that 
placed men in positions of authority in 
marriage, society, and government, and, 
whilst the religion restricted membership 
of the priesthood to males only. 
Christianity was cradled in Greco-Roman 
world and in the background of Judaism, 
not exempted from the influence of 
Judaism and Greco-Roman lives and 
thoughts. The Social context of the 
Judaism was patriarchal .In the Jewish 
law ,woman was not a person but a thing. 
She had no legal right. According to their 
laws, women were prohibited from taking 
significant role in the synagogue and 
Temple in early Judaism. Even though the 
synagogue was filled with women, unless 
there were at least nine men present 
(Quorum) they could not start their 
worship. They  were not allowed to recite 
the daily liturgy Prayer “Shema” ,which  is 
recited daily at the morning and evening 
services and expresses the Jewish 
people's ardent faith in and love of God. 
According to Jewish law (Mishnah) 
women is like a gentle slave. Women 
could participate in Jewish religious 
o b s e r va n c e s  b u t  w i t h  n o t a b l e 
restrictions. She was in bondage of 
religious laws of uncleanness and 
priesthood was restricted to women. 
Women who had Roman citizenship 
enjoyed the economic security and social 

J o h n  W e s l e y  a n d  W e s l e y a n 
Influence:

The Salvation Army and Women: 

Sure ly,  the  soc ia l  and re l ig ious 
background of Judaism and Roman 
Empire has influenced the early church 
and church become male dominated. At 
the same time biblical and historical 
evidences are proving that women Played 
important roles in the mission and 
ministry of early church . They played 
important roles as deacons, leaders in 
rel ief works , patrons to certain 
Congregations ,hostess of house 
churches, Prophets and teachers in first 
,second and third centuries and were 
performing ministerial activities. And later 
the Church was institutionalized, and 
women were exc luded f rom the 
prominent roles.  

privileges of property ownership and 
inherited wealth.  In Roman Law, Women 
were regarded as imbeciles and they did 
not have right to sign a contract or act as 
witness. 

Wesleyan Methodism and General William 
Booth were forever bonded in that,  
William Booth began his ministry as a 
Wesleyan Methodist preacher, served the 
Wesleyan Reformers Movement, and was 
finally ordained in the Methodist New 
Connexion Church. John Wesley, Founder 
of Methodist church  was a reformer in 
regard to women in ministry.  He began 
encouraging women to preach in  
meetings. By  1760s, Sarah Crosby (1729-
1804) and Mary Bosanquet-Fletcher 
(1739-1815) had received  approval to 
preach the gospel in Methodist church.  
But after he died opportunities for women 
to minister publicly quickly declined.

From the beginning of  the Salvation Army 
recognizing that in Christ, men and 
women are equal. Catherine Booth  was 
the co-founder of The Salvation Army with 
her husband General William Booth. 
Catherine Booth had a prominent role in 

Some of the most influential people in the 
early days of The Salvation Army were 
women. In 1879 Lieutenant Eliza Shirley,   
a young woman of 16  established  the 
Salvation Army in America.  Catherine 
Booth-Clibborn, 23 years old elder 
daughter of Founders extended  Salvation 
Army  into  France and Switzerland. In the 
United States, women pioneered more C 
orps than married couples and single men 
combined. On November 11, 1934, 
Evangeline Booth became the Army's 
fourth General, and First female General of 
The Salvation Army. Then General Eva 
Burrows and General Linda Bond........... 
.Names of the women who played vital role 
in the establishment and expansion of the 
Salvation Army  are numerous...... It sill 
continues. All the women in the Salvation 
Army are equally important to the success 
of the Salvation Army .The role of women 
never neglected in the mission and history 
of the Salvation Army. 

the formation and expansion of the 
Salvat ion Army. Catherine always 
advocated for  women's'  right to preach. 
She wrote a book “Female Ministry”, which 
argued for women's right to share the 
gospel and establishing the church , using 
Bible passages that supported equality. 

“I want to say a word." that declaration of 
Catherine Booth paved  a way for the  
development of the Salvation Army. For 
the first time in Church history, the role of 
women in ministry was outlined as integral 
to mission. The Constitution of the 
Christian Mission boldly stated in Section 
XII “Female Preachers-As is manifest from 
the Scripture of the Old and New 
Testaments that God has sanctioned the 
labors of Godly women in His Church; 
Godly women possessing the necessary 
gifts and qualifications, shall be employed 
as preachers itinerant or otherwise and 
class leaders and as such will have 
appointments given to them on the 
preacher's plan; and they shall be eligible 
for any office, and to speak and vote at all 
official meetings”. 
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in the establishment of the Salvation Army

The role of women 
Lieutenant. Colonel Sonia Jacob
Project Secretary & Child Protection Officer, ISWT
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The Salvation Army as Church in The Salvation Army as Church in 
Transforming Communities in IndiaTransforming Communities in India
The Salvation Army as Church in 
Transforming Communities in India

Lieutenant Colonel J. Daniel J. Raj
Chief Secretary, India Northern Territory

God raised The Salvation Army to raise 
voices against social injustice taking, 
their plights to the attention of 
Government, to transform their lives 
and ever since a significant change 
happened because, transformation is 
humanization though, completely not 
eradicated yet.

Educa t i on  fo r  Trans fo rmat ion : 
Missionaries were quick to discover, 

T
he Salvation Army realized 
transformation, an essential and 
integral part of it service and it 

results in transformation of physical, 
social and spiritual lives. Hence, right 
from its inception, Army aggressively 
engaged in enhancing transformation, 
adopting every means possible.

The Greek term for transformation is 
“metamorphosis” meaning, a profound 
change from one state to the next. A life 
cycle of a beautiful butterfly helps 
understand this truth. An egg becomes 
caterpillar, to build Pupa, prior to 
becoming a butterfly. The Scripture 
makes it crystal clear, “We are being 
transformed into His image, with every-
increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 
3:18). Salvation Army has been 
instrumental in bringing transformation 
in the lives of people, without any 
discrimination. I can only draw few 
facts, from Southern States of India as 
evidenced in history. 

We learn from history that, certain 
section of society were not considered 
human beings, they were treated as 
slaves, animals in various contexts. 
Education was denied with the caste 
system in India.  They are born into a 
particular caste, remain to labour for 
landlords and die within those castes. 
Hence, a complete change in thinking 
was necessary. 

Transformation of Tribes: While crime 
was on the rise, Police struggled to 
control “Yurukala” and other wandering 
tribes in the Madras Presidency. The 
Superintendent of Police in Nellore, 
Guntur and Chittur districts, found no 
other way than approaching The 
Salvation Army, in bringing changes in 
their lives. The first settlement opened 
by the Army in Madras Presidency was at 
Seethanagram, the old railway colony 
near Bezwada in Andhra Pradesh. Army 
officer was at liberty to visit jails, and 
promised reunion with wives and 
families. Criminals who never heard 
words of love and compassion in their 
lifetime began, to change, when officers 
interacted with Christ's Love. They were 
later found suitable and placed in 
positions of power in the governments. A 
similar ministry is still being carried out 

education was a powerful tool for 
empowerment. In Trivandrum, at 
Kowdiar road, the first school was built 
and opened by the Dewan (Prime 
M i n i s t e r )  o f  T r a v a n c o r e 
Sir.C.P.Ramaswami Aiyar who paid a high 
tribute saying, Salvation Army High 
School met a very real need that there 
was no distinction of caste or creed. 

It is not only in southern states, but, 
wherever possible, identified the most 
disadvantaged chi ldren, to offer 
education facility, by establishing 
boarding schools that made education 
affordable to the underprivileged.

by officers who are responsible for league 
of mercy today.  

Transformation through Marriages: Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala were once known as 
Southern Territory, before bifurcation in 
1970. A young Tamil Salvationist of 16 
years was arranged in a marriage to a 
Hindu boy, within her caste.  As was the 
custom after marriage, she had to live 
with her husband in his village. She, with 
her bundle, packed a Bible and a Song 
book. This Salvationist bride began to 
read Bible and sing songs of praise softly, 
to herself and prayed. The husband 
watched her singing asked what those 
words mean and she responded that, it 
was the love of God who gave His son to 
die for men. Husband was interested and 
asked her to read further from the book 
and later, it became the family prayers. 
She requested her corps officer to visit 
the village, as a result of her devotion, 
villagers became Christians and they built 
a prayer hall for worship. Spiritual 
transformation is still the focus of 
Salvationists today, wherever they are. 

The Mission focus remains the same 
despite, the change in methodology, for 
practical reasons. No wonder, education 
brought civilization in the lives of 
individuals and communities. The 
Salvation Army has been alive in bringing 
changes in the lives of people for the last 
138 years in India. You can make a 
difference Amen. 



Article

I
n the Bible there were great men and 
women. But God had chosen two of 
them namely Enoch and Elijah. And 

he took them into heaven. It is said, 
'Enoch walked with God; and he was not, 
for God took him' (Gen 5:24). Elijah went 
up by a whirl wind into heaven.

Let us study Enoch's life. His lifestyle, 
achievements, his commitment, and 
dedication. His faithful life pleased God. 
He was proved that he was worthy of 
walking with God all through his life on 
the earth. One day the Lord told 
him, 'Enoch come home 
w i t h  me ' .  We  s ha l l 
continue to walk in 
heaven. So, he went 
with the Lord into 
heaven.

E n o c h  w a s  t h e 
seventh generation 
from Adam. He was a 
believer. His forefather 
Enosh was a man of prayer 
(Gen 4:26). He imbibed his 
forefather qual i t ies.  Enoch 
believed God. During his life on the earth, 
he set his eyes on God only. 

ENOCH WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN:

He was a righteous man, strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might 
(Ephesians 6:10). He was also like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water (Psalm 
1:3). Rooted and grounded in the truth 
(John 8:32). The Lord knows the way of 
righteous (Psalm 1:6) because they walk 
with Him in righteous. Enoch was 
governed by high moral principles and 
adhered to all the virtues of a true 
believer. 

HUMILITY WAS ENOCH'S OTHER 
VIRTUE:

He was a humble person. He did not have 
a common disease known as 'inflated 
ego'. John the Baptist led a humble life. 
He exalted Jesus (St. John 3:30). When 

you are having a fellowship 
with God, “I” will diminish. And 
as such Enoch 'humbled 
himself and gave first place to 
God as St Paul said in Galatians 
6:3 which reads, “For if anyone 
thinks himself to be something, 
when he is  noth ing,  he 
deceives himself”.

ENOCH'S COMMITMENT:

The other greatest quality in his life was 
his commitment. His entire life 

was committed to God. His 
entire person- Soul, Spirit 

and Body placed on the 
altar of God as a burnt 
sacrifice. When a “altar 
call” was given, William 
Booth, went forward 
and knelt at the Mercy 
seat and said, “God shall 

h ave  e ve r y t h i ng  o f 
W i l l i a m  B o o t h ”  G o d 

honored his commitment and 
blessed his ministry which 

spread all over the world as “the 
Salvation Army:. We the Soldiers and 
officers of the Army need this kind of 
commitment William Booth had and 
earlier Enoch exhibited in his life. 
'Nevertheless, God honors this kind of 
commitment in any believer's life (Prov 
16:3)'.

WHEN YOU WALK WITH GOD YOU 
WILL FEAR NO EVIL:

God leads you through the valley of 
shadow of death (Psalm 23:4). God's 
grace is sufficient for you (II Cor 12:9). 
You will never walk in darkness because 
God who is with you is the lift. You will 
have a fellowship with Him (I John 1:5-7). 
When we walk with God as Enoch did, we 
have fellowship with the Father, Son, and 
the Holy Spirit and with all the saints of 
God who are walking with Him. This is 
heavenly fellowship, and it is forever and 
ever. To walk with God is to walk with the 
Lord Jesus Christ who is the Living Word. 

ENOCH'S LIFE WAS FULL OF FAITH:

He believed the existence of God. He also 
believed God is the Sovereign Almighty 
Eternal God (Heb 11:5-6). Enoch sought 
the Lord by faith found him and walked 
with him by faith (Rom 1:17). His faith 
must have been tested and tried many 
times. He did not lower the 'Shield of Faith' 
(Eph 6:16).

Enoch walked with god in agreement with 
God. “Can two walks together unless they 
are agreed (Amos 3:3). In every area of his 
life Enoch agreed with God for three 
hundred years. 

Dear Reader, Enoch's life reveals how a 
believer, a servant of God, a soldier or an 
officer of the Salvation Army should be. 
May his life's 'Spiritual Insights' help you to 
grow like Enoch and enable you to walk 
with God daily. God bless you.

Enoch walked with the Living Word (St. 
John 1:1). 

By faith, Enoch was taken into heaven-
body, soul and spirit and his body of flesh 
was glorified because. 'Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God (I Cor 
15:50-55). Enoch did not see death (Heb 
11:5). He is a type of all born again 
believers who will alive when Jesus comes 
back to this world (I Thess 4:13-18). Enoch 
was pleased God by His faith (Heb 11:5). 
His faith revealed in his activities. Those 
who walk with God are humble persons. 
Enoch walked with God three hundred 
years. He never boasts himself that he was 
walking with God (Gen 5:22).
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Rev. Dr. N. L. Victor 
O.F., CSM
Hyderabad Temple Corps
India Central Territory

'Enoch come home 
with me'. We shall 
continue to walk 
in heaven. So, he 

went with the Lord 
into heaven.
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T
he Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest sits 
in the far–western North Carolina 
mountains, I have hiked its 3,800 

acres of old-growth trees, some more than 
20 feet around and over 100 feet tall, and 
many more than 400 years old. This forest 
is a memorial to the author of the poem 
“Trees,” who was killed in action in France 
during World War I. In hiking the trail and 
experiencing the mammoth trees, I came 
across his memorial and was reminded of 
these famous words.

I  t h i n k  t h a t  I  s h a l l  n e v e r  s e e
A poem lovely as a tree.

A survey of Scripture reveals that God loves 
trees. From the trees planted in the Garden 
of Eden (Genesis 2) to the tree beside the 
river flowing from the throne of God 
(Revelation 22), God's Word is filled with 
images of trees. I find this especially 
interesting, because trees are not what first 
comes to mind from my visits to the Holy 
Land. The limestone rocks of Jerusalem or 
the volcanic basalt rocks of the Galilee 
dominate my memories. 

A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

And yet, a “tree planted along the 
riverbank, bearing fruit each season with 
leaves that never wither” is the description 
of a righteous person found in Psalm 1:3. 
This image is rather scarce in the Holy Land, 

A tree that looks at  God a l l  day 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who  i n t ima t e l y  l i v e s  w i t h  r a i n .

 
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed
Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;

f o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y 
river—Jordan—or in northern Israel at the 
base of Mount Hermon along the source 
springs of the Jordan. Still, the idea of a tree 
with deep roots soaking up a constant flow 
of water that continually produces fruit 
describes people who “delight in the law of 
the Lord, meditating on it day and night.”

Jeremiah has been given the task of 
warning the people of God of the 
coming disaster and fall of Jerusalem if 
they continue to disobey. He weeps and 
laments for those who continue to put 
their trust in horses and chariots 
instead of relying on the Lord. In the 
midst of God's warnings, he gives 
Jeremiah a message of contrast 
between those who “rely on human 

“But blessed are those who trust in the Lord 
and have made the Lord their hope and 
confidence. They are like trees planted 
along a riverbank, with roots that reach 
deep into the water. Such trees are not 
bothered by the heat or worried by long 
months of drought. Their leaves stay green, 
and they never stop producing fruit.'”

Jeremiah expands this theme in 17:5-
8 (NLT):

“This is what the Lord says: 'Cursed are 
those who put their trust in mere humans, 
who rely on human strength and turn their 
hearts away from the Lord. They are like 
stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope 
for the future. They will live in the barren 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land.

Remember your roots.

Enjoy the view! 

On a vacation in Estes Park, Colorado, at the 
entrance to the Rocky Mountain National 
Park, I came across a selection of cards 
identified as “Advice from Nature.” I read 
titles such as “Advice from an Elk,” “Advice 
from a Mountain,” “Advice from an Eagle,” 
etc. You get the idea. Then I picked up this 
one that I purchased and think of when I 
encounter images of trees in Scripture. I 
trust it will be of some benefit to you.

ADVICE FROM A TREE

strength” and those who have “made the 
Lord their hope and confidence.” The former 
are like “stunted shrubs in the desert” 
starved for a drop of water in a salty land. 
They have no hope for the future, since they 
have turned their hearts away from the Lord.

Be content with your natural beauty.
Go out on a limb.
Drink plenty of water.

Stand tall and proud. 
Sink your roots into the Earth.

The opposite is true for those “who trust in 
the Lord.” They are not worried by heat or 
drought, since they are constantly soaking 
up water. The roots, while invisible to the 
eye, provide a solid foundation and a source 
of nourishment from soil and water. The 
purpose of planting a garden—or planting a 
tree—is the production of fruit. Jesus says 
that a branch that doesn't produce fruit is cut 
off and burned (John 15:8). If we have 
confidence in God and meditate on His Word, 
we will be like solid and strong trees.

Bible Study

Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 
continues his theme of 
"Gardening with God" 
as he explores the first 
parable in Mark's Gospel. 
by Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson
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“Stunted Shrub 

or Tall Tree?” Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 
explores Jeremiah 17:5-
8 NLT in October's 
"Gardening with God."by 
Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson
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Kids Corner
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Dear Children please learn the Fruits of the Spirit. Colour the  Tree and the Fruits according to the pictures. God bless you!
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Ten Commandments Crossword
Read the clues below and fill in the blanks to complete 
this crossword puzzle on the ten commandments

1 2

3
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Women Focus

E
mpowerment is the process that 
creates power in individuals over 
their own lives, society, and in their 

communities. People are empowered 
when they are able to access the 
opportunities available to them without 
limitations and restrictions such as in 
education, profession and lifestyle. 
Women empowerment is all about 
equipping and allowing women to make 
life-determining decisions through the 
different situations & circumstances that 
are prevalent in the society.

Role of Education: It is said that 
education increases a woman's self-
confidence and also enables them to find 
better jobs and opportunities to get equal 
representation along with men. They also 
engage in public debate and make 
demands on government for health care, 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  o t h e r  k e y 
entitlements. Education can also increase 
women's awareness of their rights, boost 
their self-esteem, and provide them 
adequate opportunities to excel in 
different aspects. With the easy access 
and affordable venues for e-learning 
(electronic learning), women can now 
study from their comfort zones. By 
empower ing themselves through 
educa t i on ,  i nnova t i ve  and  new 
technology like e-learning, women can 
also equip themselves by learning new 
skills that will come handy in today's 
advanced global set up.

Catherine Booth who is known as the 
Mother of The Salvation Army once said 
that “You have been sent here for others. 
The world is waiting for you.” As the co-
founder of The Salvation Army, Catherine 
Booth (1829- 1890) established herself in 
a place of distinction in the history of The 
Salvation Army.  Her life can be 
categorized into multiple dimensions, 
such as a prophetic female preacher, 
ardent feminist, social reformer as well as 
a theologian whose perspectives helped 
to form the Army's distinctive doctrinal 
positions. This helped especially with the 
A r m y ' s  m i s s i o n - o r i e n t e d  n o n -
sacramental belief and the theology of 
holiness. She also played a distinctive role 

Some of the other notable activities that 
lead to Women empowerment in The 
Salvation Army in India are Home League 
which is predominantly Women's 
Ministries. This program still aims to meet 
the needs of women 
of all ages. Home 
league provides a 
p l a t f o r m  f o r  a l l 
women to engage in 
the ministry, create 
programs and device 
new methods for 
outreach along with 
c r e a t i v i t y.  Home 
League also provides 
opportunities to learn 

in terms of woman's rights to preach the 
G o s p e l .  S h e  a ffi r m e d  t h a t  t h e 
fundamental notion of women's ministry 
is to manifest the Word of God.

Catherine Booth also claimed that women 
had a natural right to preach that should 
n o t  b e  a n n u l l e d .  S e c o n d ,  s h e 
acknowledged the distinction between 
natural and social status among women 
and men. She claimed that women should 
not be bound only to the private sphere. 
Women are equal and have the same right 
to serve God beyond the private sphere. 
To manifest seriously her perception of 
the woman's right to preach, Catherine 
Booth responded to several controversial 
scriptural objections like “women ministry 
is forbidden in the Word of God,” based on 
the following: I Corinthians 11:4, 5; 14:3, 
4, and 31; 14:34, 35; I Timothy 2:12-13.  
as the fulfilment of Joel 2:28; and 
Galatians 3:28 as the most important 
quoted passage in her defense of 
woman's ministry. Catherine Booth would 
set out to preach and co-lead The 
Salvation Army with her husband – 
empowering many young men and 
women with the opportunity to share in 
her vision of women playing an active role 
in both spiritual revival as well as social 
reform. Catherine Booth's ideas continue 
to replicate in the lives of new generations 
of women who aspire to live up to the 
standard that was so bravely established 
by this notable leader. 

Biblical principles for managing life issues.

Women in the Bible:

Among the notable characters in the Bible 
there are some important women who 
serve as biblical models. Deborah is a 
perfect example & a woman of worth.

The need of the hour is to empower 
women across all sections to take up 
responsibility and play a vital part in 
decision making and implementation of 
key principles for the betterment of our 
world.  

May the Lord continue to be with the 
efforts of the Salvation Army which has 
been instrumental in empowering the 
women, particularly in India as part of the 
fourfold ministry.

Judges 4.4: The story of Deborah is 
perhaps the most surprising story of a 
woman in the entire Bible. In the highly 
patriarchal culture of ancient Israel, this 
remarkable woman somehow emerged as 
a national leader. The period of the judges, 
preceded the establishment of a monarchy 
in Israel. Among a succession of male 
judges, Deborah was suddenly announced 
to have judged Israel and in fact led the 
nation to war. Deborah was as strong and 
ruthless; she led her people in a successful 
military campaign against the Canaanites. 
Most surprising of all, the Biblical story 
gives no hint that there is anything unusual 
about a woman having risen to such 
influence and power.
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Influence of The Salvation Army for Influence of The Salvation Army for Influence of The Salvation Army for 
WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIAWOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIAWOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIA

Dr. Mrs. Suvarna Samuel
Chennai Central  Corps
Chennai Division
India Central Territory
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Human Trafficking/News
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O
n Internat ional 
Youth Day, a Volley 
Tournament was 

conducted in  Murar i 
Corps ,  Ra jahmundry 
Division, India Central 
Territory. This is the 
initiative of the Corps 
Command ing  Office r 
Major Gummadi Rathnam, 
who encouraged 13 teams 
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o 
participate and  celebrate 
th is  occas ion.  Major 
Merupe Prakasha Rao, the 
Divisional Commander 
inaugurated the tournament, and inspired 
the youth players with an illustration on 
Leonardo Messi, motivating that sports 
would lead for spiritual growth. He spoke 
on how the sports gathering could bring a 
spiritual motivation among youth, 
particularly to lead a life of being a young 
people for Christ. This tournament was 
conducted in four levels. All the teams 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY CELEBRATIONS – RAJAHMUNDRY DIVISION - ICT

have participated with enthusiasm and 
team spirit. Medals and Shields were 
presented to the winners and the 
runners, and to all the players as a token 
of participation. May God bless our 
young people.

We invite you to join Salvationists 
around the world on Sunday 27 
September 2020, to corporately cry 
out for justice and freedom. We want 
to activate our collective voice to say 
that we believe a world without 
mode rn  s l ave ry  and  human 
trafficking is possible.

T
he Salvation Army is deeply 
committed to fighting and 
responding to modern slavery 

and human trafficking. We have a 
theological and historical mandate. 
We believe prayer is foundational 
and an essential, powerful tool to 
fight for freedom and work towards a 
world free from exploitation.

Annual Day of Prayer for 
Victims of Human Trafficking

Major Gummadi Rathnam
Corps Officer, Murari

India Central Territory
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Youth Page

Y
oung soldiers 
a r e  v i t a l 
resources in 

growing the body of 
Christ. Allowing them 
t o  s e r v e  a n d 
contribute to the 
c hu r c h  h e l p s  i n 
strengthening their 
re lat ionship with 
C h r i s t .  T h e s e 
processes a id  in 
strengthening their affiliation to the 
congregation which thereby allows the 
church to flourish. 

Youth have always been considered as an 
important instrument of God. For 
instance  Mary was a teenager when she 
conceived Jesus Christ; as a young giant 
slayer David was still a youth  and God 
called upon Samuel as a prophet when he 
was only a young boy. It is through the 
youth that God is working in these time 
period/era/generation. In addition, Jesus 
had ordered his youthful disciples to go 
into the world to spread the gospel and 
have bestowed upon them the power to 
drive out demons, to speak in new tongue 
and to heal people (Mark 16:15-18). All 
these are a case which shows that the 
ability and significance of the youth had 
been acknowledged by Jesus. He had 
utilized His time on earth to teach the 
youth about the word of God so that they 
may disseminate His word to all corners 
of the world. The work of the disciples 
have clearly been accompanied by Christ 
as the gospel of Jesus is still existent to 
this day. The youth of the church are 
essential in spreading the word of Christ 
to this day and have contributed to a lot of 
change and helping the church to 
function. 

The Salvation Army have always worked 
alongside its youth in various mission. It 
believes in investing young people and 
nourishing their capabilities for the good 
of the society. Since they provide a 
platform for them, The Salvation Army 
youth plays a major part in  contributing 
innovative strategies to the functioning of 
the church. Young soldiers provide places 

for worship and assist in accumulating 
individuals who are not part of the church 
into the deeper narrative of God's plan. 
They are advantageous in understanding 
the struggle of individuals who are in the 
same age group. They encourage and 
motivate them by inculcating the word of 
Christ in them thereby preventing them 
from being astray from God. They also 
serve as an agent that connects young 
individual to the older individual thereby 
severing the imbalance of the difference 
in the generation. They are an exemplar 
of one of the important slogan of the 
Salvation Army 'Soup, Soap, Salvation'.  
They carry out important social services 
such as providing food and apparel to the 
needy. They also provide street services 
as a way to spread the word of Christ 
through singing and preaching.  

The Salvation Army youth have provided 
safe spaces for individuals to build their 
relationship with God and have come up 
with ways to make the society a better 
place. If they do not provide a hand in the 
ways of handling today's youth many 
individuals would have not heard the word 
of Christ. The Youth have always been 
more well informed with what is 
happening in current times around the 
world, therefore, they come up with new 
approach to bar the youth from being 
reckless and diving into the ways of the 
world by infusing activities which are 
sometimes considered worldly such as 
music, singing, sports and other forms of 
entertainment into the church and 
altering them to a more churchly form as a 
way of keeping the youths interested in 
the church.  

We can infer from the above mentioned 
that youth are a change agent in the 
Salvation Army India. In conclusion I 
would like to add a verse from 1 Timothy 
4:12, it is written “Don't let anyone look 
down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, 
in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity”, 
with this I would like to urge young soldiers 
to be more diligent and earnest in aiding 
the congregation.
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YOUTH AS CHANGE AGENTS 

Candidate Dorothy Vanlalnunmawii
Dawrpui Vengthar Corps
Central North Division
India Eastern Territory

IN THE SALVATION ARMY INDIA

And soon, again we will upset Him 
with our distressing deeds..

And soon, we will all be too busy to 
keep up the plans we might have 
made these days..

And soon, we will all forget to thank 
the One above: who let us pass 
through these days, safe and 
sound..

May I never forget Your never 
ending, constant and unconditional 
love..

So now I pray my Lord, make my 
heart Yours and only Yours..

May I always live to fulfil Your 
purpose through my life as a 
Thanksgiving..

And soon, we will be back on wheels 
through our journey of life..

And soon, we will all start missing 
these days of togetherness..

Poem

Miss Shilling Masih 
Delhi Citadel Corps 
Chandigarh Division 
India Northern Territory 
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She said that this small contribution 
utilizes for the leadership development, 

The aim of the FLC is “To Promote 
Peace, Justice and Reconciliation”. It is a 
movement of Women and it should 
continue to come together, pray 
together, and pray for each other , even 
for our enemy so that they can repent 
and come for reconciliation. The 
offering of least coin emphasizes that 
the least contribution that the poorest 
of poor in our community can be a part 
of this programme.

I
ndia National Office organised an 
online Team Meeting on the 
Fellowship of Least Coin awareness 

along with NCCI on 31st July 2020 at 
India National Office, Kolkata. Colonel 
Mani Kumari Dasari, Secretary for 
Women's Development  with the 
approval of Commissioner Marieke 
Venter, Zonal Secretary for Women's 
Ministries brought together about 16 
women leaders from The Salvation 
Army from 5 Territories TPWM'S, 
TSWM'S, TFLC Secretaries and Rev. 
Jyoti Singh Pillai, Executive Secretary, 
Women Concern, NCCI, India. The first-
time online meeting experience for the 
Women leaders over Microsoft Office 
365 Team environment was recognising 
significant progress awareness on the 
Fellowship of Least Coin.

Rev. Jyoti S. Singh Pillai reminded and 
explained the present NCCI function of 
its wings, basically cater to needs of 
cluster of 30 Churches across India. The  
whole Salvation Army kin India together 
with 6 territories are counted as one-
member Church among 30 NCCI 
member Churches. She focused on 
fellowship of Least coin and its 
International movements, Significance 
of Coin during FLC. The idea for the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin came out of 
the experience of Shanti Solomon of 
India. In September 1956, she was part 
of the Pacific Mission Team of seven 
women from different countries that 
travelled in Asian countries after World 
War II. 

Educat ion support,  Smal l  scale 
development and empowerment of the 
women leaders in India and specially 
utilized for  the purpose of Peace, 
Justice, and reconciliation for women. 
She said all the Indian Women Leaders 
in regards awareness of Fellowship of 
Least Coin, to encourage women for 
least coin contribution from the grass 
root level and women self-sustain and 
s e l f - i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  t h e i r 
empowerment. She also urged all the 
na t iona l  l eve l  l eaders  fo r  the 
encouragement and education on 
awareness on FLC movement in all the 
churches and congregations. 

Representatives of the Salvation Army 
have explained how the Fellowship of 
the Least Coin is observed in various 
Corps. Every time a woman prayed; she 
was to set aside a “least coin” of her 
currency. It was an encouragement to 
the women of the team to demonstrate 
their unity in Christian faith, regardless 
o f  t he i r  c oun t r y  o r  e conom i c 
circumstances. They all are accepted to 
express their solidarity with suffering 
humanity and with women of every 
nation.

Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari, Secretary 
for Women Development, explained 
tha t  s i x  t e r r i t o r i e s  sen t  the i r 
contributions to India National Office 
and part of the contribution used to 
send to NCCI and  the remaining 

REPORT ON THE JOINT WEBINAR MEETING ON 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE  LEAST COIN AWARENESS WITH NCCI

contribution sent to the territories back 
to utilize in bringing various women 
empowerment aspects.

Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari
Secretary for Women Development

India National office, Kolkata

“There is a danger of the old 

clergy and laity idea creeping 

in amongst us. The common 

Church idea is that of a 

minister doing all the ghting 

and feeding, while his 

congregation does all the 

looking on and swallowing. 

We are an Army. Every soldier 

is expected to ght”

– Commissioner Booth Tucker
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