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In envisioning, coordinating and facilitating
programmes to help achieve the global
mission of e Salvation Army, the
International Programme Resources
Department fully embraces an integrated
and holistic mission approach.

We recognise that in practice, divides
oen arise both administratively and
operationally which can fragment this
approach, such as:
= Between 'social' opposed to ‘spiritual' 

ministry 

= Between officers, professionals and lay 
people 

= rough the categorisation of territories
into those that financially give and those
that receive.

However, we operate under the conviction
that it is necessary and possible to
overcome these barriers, to integrate our
mission, and to find innovative local
responses to spiritual and temporal needs in
a changing and diverse world.

The whole gospel for the whole person to the whole world

A Commitment to 
Integrated Mission

Communications Section

WRITER, WORDS OF LIFE

Major Beverly Ivany

Words have the capacity to both encourage
and inspire us. ey can have great value
and worth, and can greatly impact us -
drawing us closer to God. e written word
is important, for we not only see with the
eye but we ‘hear’ in the deep recesses of our
soul. As we meditate upon various words,
our spirit is freed to connect with the Holy
Spirit in intimate communion.

Words of Life is e Salvation Army’s
international daily devotional book. Each
devotional aims to bring us into a closer
relationship with Jesus. It might be a series
based on a book in the Bible, or it could be
a reflection upon a psalm, proverb or well-
known hymn. It might even be thoughts on
various subjects such as prayer, faith and
hope or meditations upon Christmas,
Easter or Pentecost. e variation makes

the book refreshing and inspirational.
Each reading gives a fresh start to the day
for busy people. It speaks to how we can
practically live out our Christian faith in
such a complex world. Life is a gi from
God that we must never take for granted;
so, with thankful hearts, we long to live it to
the full. is entails lives that are beneficial
in a personal sense, but also beneficial to
others; and ultimately, lives that give glory
to God.

I’m privileged and honoured to be the
writer of Words of Life. is involves
organisation, research and study – with a
spark of creativity! Yet above all, I rely on
inspiration from the Lord as I write. Once I
feel led to address a certain subject or
theme, I pray God will guide my thinking
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It is clear that social circumstances
including poverty, addiction, violence,
disease and exploitation impact upon
health, economic well-being, educational
opportunity, family and community
development, and spiritual responsiveness.
As part of the Christian church we believe
that the root causes of these issues are
found in broken or damaged relationships
that alienate people from each other and
God. e gospel offers restoration and
healing of these relationships through
Christ, with consequential personal and
community change (Romans 8).

Where love is expressed in action by
individuals, the community capacity for
change is enhanced. We therefore align
ourselves with the vision of a Salvation
Army which is truly integrated within a
community, promoting wholeness and the
characteristics of the Kingdom of God,
believing in the capacity of people to

change and encouraging transformation
through Christ.

We maintain that integrated mission is
not a programme but a process, and an
approach that can be applied to all we do.
We are committed to an integrated mission
that is appropriate to and embedded in the
local community and as advocates of

integrated mission in both principle and
practice we will:
1.  Provide the specialist skills and
resources required to support corps and
social programmes including music,
evangelism, youth, children’s, women’s and
men’s ministries; community development;
health and HIV/Aids work; the written
word and many other programmes
reflected in the scope of the International
Programme Resources Department. Our
designated sections are able to flexibly
respond to needs, build competence and
exemplify best practice.
2.  Ensure partnerships, practices and
policies will be influenced and based on
local community experience and credibility.
3.  Build participatory styles of working
within the department as a whole, sharing
resources, programmes and experiences

and removing administrative and
operational barriers to further closer
cooperation.
4.  Enhance the principles of integrated
mission by: 
= Avoiding separation between ‘social’ 

and ‘spiritual’ ministries. 
= Valuing all participants and partners in 

mission irrespective of their social, 
economic or cultural origins.

= Nurturing an environment in which 
people can share visions and concerns 
with mutual responsibility and support.

= Encouraging proactive interaction of 
corps with their neighbourhood and 
local communities.

= Promoting and teaching the principles 
of  Faith-Based Facilitation as a tool to 
create deeper relationships. 

5.  Participate in building international
networks to facilitate and support the
learning and application of integrated
mission principles leading to a better
application at all levels by: 
= Building links between communities 

with common challenges and interests, 
stimulating intercultural learning.

= Reflecting continually on the 
relationships and interactions between 
our communities of faith and the local 
communities in which they are situated.

= Conducting theological reflection on 
the faith base of all our work.

and my heart – enabling him to speak
through me. I realise it will be read in many
different countries, representing a myriad of
cultures and backgrounds. ere will be
older readers, younger readers; those who
have been on the spiritual journey most of
their lives, and those brand new to faith.
God knows the audience intimately – for
they are his sons and daughters. He knows
their requirements for each day, and knows
what they need to read to help them
through each and every situation.

It’s important to take time to be with the
Lord on a daily basis. Words of Life gives a
Scripture portion to meditate upon, then
thoughts that follow – helping us all to live
out our faith in a world that desperately
needs Christ. It refreshes and rejuvenates
the soul. It gives us both head and heart
knowledge so we can be equipped to live
out God’s perfect design for each
individual.

Words of Life is for everyone,
everywhere. It will bless and challenge
us all; and if we commit to having time
with God each day, it also greatly
blesses the Father. is devotional book
helps us see things from a different
perspective, in order to relate to people
who know nothing of God’s love and
grace. With a mandate of going into the
world to tell others of Christ, God’s
Word always gives us strength and
motivation for sharing the good news of
his unconditional grace and love.

May God richly bless us all as we
strive to live our lives daily for him.

‘Where love is expressed 
in action by individuals, 
the community capacity
for change is enhanced’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 133

Commissioner Gerrit Marseille (third from right)
helps out at a food programme in India

Words of Life is available at
amazon.co.uk and amazon.com 
or from Salvation Army trade
and supplies departments.
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T
here are more than 2,000
schools in e Salvation Army,
educating in excess of 500,000
children. Salvation Army
schools are central to the

mission objectives of many territories and
offer an incredible opportunity. Schools
have the potential to shape young people’s
lives by ensuring they receive a quality
Christian education and are enabled to play
a meaningful role in their community.

e IHQ schools desk exists to develop
strategies which will provide support for
education providers to ensure that our
pupils leave school aware of Christ’s love
and confident in their ability to achieve
their God-given potential. Working
alongside territories to improve the quality
of education provided is also a key element
of the schools desk and is specific to each
territory, depending on its relationship with
local education authorities.

On a recent visit to the South America
West Territory, I was struck by the quality
of education being delivered in Chile,
Bolivia and Peru. In Chile the primary
schools I saw provided a high quality and
challenging education for children living in
deprived suburbs of Santiago. As soon as

you walk through the door you are
captivated by the displays in the corridors,
and as you enter the classroom the
dedication of the teachers is evident.
Children enthusiastically put their hands up
to answer questions and show the work
they have done with pride. ey oen spoke
about how they look aer each other and
care for their school environment.
Children with special educational needs are
fully involved in the life of the school and
appear to flourish in the structured
environment that may oen be lacking at
home. Exam results are far above
expectations considering the background of
many of the children, and it is clear that
they feel safe, secure and nurtured in a
Christian framework that is enabling them
to achieve their academic and spiritual
potential.

In Bolivia there is an emphasis on early
years education alongside the corps.
Officers see kindergartens attached to corps
as central to their ministry. Again, in each
of the corps visited the level of artwork and
information on display was impressive. e
response of children indicated a sense of
belonging and well-being. Diet, physical
exercise and spiritual engagement are

supported and families are encouraged to
be involved as part of the community and
corps. It was very inspiring to see the level
of integration between the corps and
kindergarten.

In Peru the high school in Lima is an
impressive building surrounded by rocky
hills, with pupils’ homes overlooking the
school grounds as villages are squeezed
onto terraced plots of land fighting for
space on the dusty hillside. ere was an
abundance of joy evident at play time and
groups of students resplendent in their
graduation gowns lined up for celebration
photographs. Parents were in the play-
ground selling food at break time and spoke
gratefully of the role that the school has
played in their childrens’ lives and in the
local community. e celebratory
photographs I took were extremely justified
as success was evident all around.

I am grateful to the territory for the
inspiration I received and for the dedication
of teachers, officers and support personnel
in offices and at THQ. I pray this important
ministry will continue around e
Salvation Army world.

International Schools Services

Howard Dalziel
INTERNaTIoNal SCHoolS 
CooRDINaToR

Building for the future
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Picture it

KENYA: a mother with her child at a water
distribution point in Turkana. International
Emergency Services continue with food
and water projects in Kenya.

4
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NEPAL: New Salvationists from Nepal excited to meet delegates

at the community-based disaster preparedness meeting

INDIA WESTERN: Reception ceremony for

the International Secretary for Programme

Resources at Evangeline Booth Hospital,

Ahmednagar

INDIA WESTERN: Commissioner 

Gerrit Marseille speaking to staff at a

programme for street children in Mumbai
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NEPAL: Members of International Emergency Services and International Projects and

Development Services assisting in a workshop on community-based disaster preparedness

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO:

A community meeting in Bukavu, East

DRC attended by Major Dean Pallant

(see article on page 7)

4

PERU: Students at 

Vitarte school in 

Lima celebrating 

their graduation in 

November 2011

4

4



6

New team 
members

The international projects department is currently in a hectic time of transition 

as it sadly loses some members of the team but welcomes new ones. 

In this edition we thought it would be nice to offer a snapshot of the new

members as many will not yet have had the opportunity to meet them.

Tell us a bit about yourself and what you
have previously done
I am currently completing a Master of Arts
in Development and Emergency Practice at
Oxford Brookes, England. Before this I
lived in Kampala, Uganda for two years
working with Viva - a Christian agency
connecting churches and grass-roots
organisations who are working with
children at risk. I’ve chosen a career in
community development because I believe
that everyone should be given the
opportunity to fulfil their God-given
purpose in life.

I was brought up in Bristol Staple Hill
Corps. Aer university I helped run the
youth club and was involved in Bible
studies at the corps. In Uganda, I was
baptised at Kampala Baptist Church,
helping with their student outreach and
children’s ministry. I will soon be making
the move to London so will be looking for a
new church or corps, joining people who
love serving God and reaching out to their
own community.

What are you looking forward to? 
I am looking forward to supporting this
ministry here in London as well as the
chance to travel and see the on-going work
in action!

What is your favourite Bible verse?
One of my favourite Bible chapters is Isaiah
61 where verse 11 says, ‘e Sovereign Lord
will show his justice to the nations of the
world. Everyone will praise him! His
righteousness will be like a garden in early
spring, with plants springing up
everywhere’ (New Living Translation). 
My hope is that e Salvation Army will
continue to work at the heart of
communities through local corps to help
this justice become a reality.

as from 1 april 2012 Captain 
Elizabeth Nelson was appointed
International Projects officer. 
Major Richard Welch moves on to
work as an IHQ financial trainer.

International Projects and Development Services (IPDS)

Tell us a bit about yourself and what you
have previously done
Aer my studies in nursing, I worked as a
nurse for five years in Canada. I was then
accepted to work in Bangladesh with the
Army to establish outreach centres for
women in prostitution and eventually
became the Project Manager for the
HIV/Aids programme. I was in Bangladesh
for five years before returning to Canada to
work on Community Capacity
Development for two years in my division
and then entered the training college.  

When I was commissioned in 2003, I
was appointed to Bangladesh as the Projects
Officer. I was there until my appointment to
IHQ as the Assistant Under Secretary for
South Asia in April 2011.

What are you looking forward to and
what do you feel will be a challenge? 
I am looking forward to learning more
about what the Army is involved in around
the world to support and bring about
transformation in communities and to see
what my part is in this. I think there will be
a few challenges ahead, not the least, the
sheer volume of emails and proposals I will
need to get through! I am thankful for a
great team in the department who I will
enjoy working with in the days ahead.  

What is your favourite Bible verse? 
ere are so many verses that have meant a
lot to me but to be specific - Philippians
3:10-11 (NIV 1984) speaks of my desire to
know Christ more. ‘I want to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, and so,
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from
the dead.’

Elise Belcher began working
as the Community Development
Coordinator for the africa Zone
in February 2012

as from 1 april 2012 Major Margaret
Booth is serving as Mission Support
Coordinator. Major Sangpuii is returning
to India Eastern Territory as Territorial
Projects officer.

Tell us a bit about yourself and what you
have previously done
I was born in Brazzaville (Congo). I have
French and English nationalities and an
Italian maiden name!

My parents are officers and I had the
privilege of living in different countries.
Because of this I learned to love the variety
of the work accomplished by the Army.

I studied nursing in Paris and during
that time I also met Patrick. In 1987 we
entered the training college in Basel
(Switzerland) with our first two children
Marie and Adrien. We worked in corps
ministry for four years and then were
appointed to the editorial department at
THQ. I was responsible for a quarterly
family magazine. Emmeline was now part
of our family. Later on, whilst Patrick
became PR officer, I worked on translations.

From 2000 we worked in the UK as
corps officers at Gravesend, then in Paris I
was TSWM until we were appointed in
2008 to Cape Town (South Africa) as
DC/DDWM for the Western Cape Division
(with Namibia and the island of St Helena). 

What are you looking forward to?  
I am looking forward to having a more
worldwide view of the work of e
Salvation Army and its mission.

What is your favourite Bible verse?
I can’t say I have one favourite verse. I will
share with you two verses which have, over
the past months, spoken to me and were
relevant to our ministry in South Africa. 
1 John 1:6-7: ‘If we claim to have fellowship
with him and yet walk in the darkness, we
lie and do not live out the truth. But if we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from 
all sin.’
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Extreme Salvationism

International 

E
xtreme sports are popular with
many pleasure seekers –
jumping off cliffs, roaring down
rapids, climbing snowy peaks or
sky-diving out of planes. I don’t

have the money (or the body!) to be an
extreme sportsman. However, I am a fan of

extreme Salvationism – living life for Christ
on the edge – and I have found no better
place than the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) to indulge my passion.

DRC is one of the largest countries in
Africa – as large as the whole of Western
Europe. DRC is a land rich in people,

minerals, timber, water, hydro-electric
power potential, agricultural land and many
other resources. However, it has been
blighted by war and political instability for
many years. ere are a few very rich
people in DRC but many millions of
extremely poor people.

In January 2012, I made my second visit
to this amazing country and one of the
most active Salvation Army territories in
Africa. It was a privilege to spend the week
with Dr David Nku Imbie – the head of
Salvation Army health services in DRC and
a senator in the national government. I wish
we had many more Salvationists like Dr
Nku – fully committing his considerable
gis and time to the mission of e
Salvation Army while also fully engaged in
serving the wider community at every level
of society. 

I could write thousands of words about
my amazing experiences of extreme

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 44

Major Dean Pallant
uNDER SECRETaRy FoR PRoGRaMME
RESouRCES aND INTERNaTIoNal
HEalTH SERVICES CooRDINaToR  

Above:
former sex
workers
learning new
skills in
hairdressing
and (left)
tailoring

International Health Services
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Salvationism in DRC. Life changing
experiences such as visiting communities in
east DRC where 40 people had been
murdered nearby in the past week by rebel
fighters, or travelling in a small boat for five
hours to reach a remote town with waves
crashing around us, or waking up to gunfire
in the middle of the night, or the vehicle
being commandeered by armed policemen
chasing a suspect, or visiting a corps in
Goma – started two years ago among
volcanic rocks and dust – now with 75
soldiers. DRC is certainly a great place to
experience extreme Salvationism!

One experience stands out among all the
others. I visited a Norway-funded
programme to help women escape from the
sex industry. eir way of working is the
best I have seen. It works like this: Salvation
Army contact workers visit the streets
where sex is being sold and build
relationships with the women – many are
girls in their teens and early twenties. Most
of the women are driven into prostitution
by poverty and broken relationships. e
Salvation Army programme addresses these
two issues. e contact workers offer to
help the sex workers reconnect with their
families. If this is achieved – and it oen is
– the women are offered a 10-month
training course (free of charge) to give them
skills in tailoring or hairdressing and help
to set up businesses to address their

economic problems. e programme has a
success rate of more than 80 per cent with a
number of the women joining Salvation
Army congregations.

It was a particular pleasure to meet two
graduates of the programme – Martine
Mpuru (21) and Mariam Meta (26). ey
now have good jobs and are Salvationists.
Both women have applied to become
Salvation Army officers. It was one of the
greatest privileges in my life to meet these
two women. I felt very humbled by their
bravery and very proud of the Salvation
Army community who welcomed these
transformed women into their fellowship. 

DRC – what a country! What an Army!
What a privilege! Please pray for the
country of DRC and e Salvation Army
which does a remarkable work with very
few resources. Extreme Salvationism at 
its best.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 733

Martine Mpuru and Miriam Meta with the officers at
the Kinshasa anti-human trafficking project
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The Salvation Army Corps in Goma, DRC opened two years ago and now

has 75 soldiers serving in this volcano-threatened and war-ravaged city


