
The Salvation Army has been working in Greece since 2007 under the leadership of Majors 
Polis Pantelidis and Maria Konti-Galinou. It is now part of the Italy and Greece Command. 
The Majors pioneered the work in Thessaloniki and are now working in Athens. 

Major Maria Konti-Galinou writes about the Mother and Child Project in Athens: 

‘After doing careful research in the area around the corps (church) by visiting and talking to 
mothers and local agencies such as the Sisters of Mercy, where about 30 mothers live with 
their children, we felt there was a need for a parent and toddler programme. Research 
indicated the need for young mothers to find a safe place for their children to play and for 
mothers to socialise. 

The programme started in January 2014. We were blessed with the addition of a fully 
qualified nursery teacher of British descent who has lived in Greece for about 35 years. Now 
retired, she comes with long experience and a lot of enthusiasm and time to offer. She has 
recently been enrolled as a senior soldier (member) of the Athens Corps. 

The parent and toddler group meets for two hours every Tuesday morning. There is time for 
the children to play while the mums catch up over coffee. We finish with a Christian song 
and a prayer.  

The response from the area to the establishment of this group has been very positive and 
there has been a keen interest from mothers to attend. Our limit is 15 children per session 
and initially we had 11 children participating on a permanent basis. In recent months our 
numbers reached 18 children and we have therefore started a waiting list. 

Those who attend are a group of mixed nationalities including Nigerian, Ethiopian, Greek, 
Russian, Tanzanian, Bangladeshi and Ukrainian. The interaction between the different 
nationalities is incredibly positive as mothers and children interact well together, helping to 
build bridges across different cultures which will help the community feeling in the area.  

We have found that most of the children do not receive regular medical care. Some of them, 
for example, have missed important vaccination dates. In response to this we assist in 
organising doctor’s appointments where needed and encourage mothers not to miss these 
dates. Some of the mothers recently arrived in Greece and find it difficult to adjust to the 
Greek culture and system. 

We are hoping to further extend our care to children of pre-school ages, having identified a 
need for this as children are not able to enrol in local schools as places often reach full 
capacity. 

Our prayer is that more and more children and their guardians will benefit from attending our 
meetings and through this come to feel closer to God.’ 

 

 

 

 



 

 


