
What the Bible says 
This incident in Luke speaks about a woman who had been subjected to bleeding for 
12 years without any cure. She was shunned by the community and suffered a great 
deal because she was seen as ceremonially unclean. Anyone or anything she 
touched became unclean. Read Leviticus15:25-33. 
 
Can you imagine how she must have felt after spending all she had on doctors and 
still not experiencing the healing she so desperately needed? When she heard about 
Jesus she made sure that she was in the crowd following him. Her thoughts were 
focused on Jesus believing he could heal her. She probably thought this is my only 
chance for healing, and was determined to touch him. 
 
In her desperation she pressed through the crowd unnoticed and touched the hem of 
his garment. Jesus immediately felt that power had left him and asked ‘Who touched 
me?’ (v 45). In her quest to escape unnoticed, Jesus became aware of her. When 
she realised she could not disappear unnoticed, she came trembling with fear and 
fell at his feet and told him how she was instantly delivered from her bleeding. 
 
Jesus acted in kindness towards her without rejection and said ‘Daughter, your faith 
has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your suffering’ (v 48). She not only 
experienced healing but also love and acceptance into God’s family — he called her 
‘daughter’. 

 
Our lives today 
Place yourself in the shoes of this woman who felt rejection, was discouraged and 
had feelings of despair for 12 years as no doctor was able to cure her. In her 
desperate search for healing she followed Jesus and trusted him for her healing. Her 
faith was rewarded and she left free from condemnation and experienced the healing 
she was so desperately seeking. 
 
Maybe you are also suffering. Your situation might be different to that of this woman, 
but here are words of encouragement to you - he is still the same today as 
yesterday, a God who is aware of you and knows you by name. 
 
I am reminded of the words from the songwriter Paul Baloche that say: 
He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 
He sees each tear that falls 
And hears me when I call. 
One of the names of God is El Roi - meaning the God who sees. Hagar experienced 
the God who saw her pain. 
 
‘She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her. "You are the God who sees me," 
for she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me" (Genesis 16:13). 
 
He sees our suffering and pain; all we need to do is stretch out in faith towards him 
and trust him to bring change into our situation. Faith is what allows him to do the 
impossible, even when your faith is as small as a mustard seed (see Matthew 
17:20). 



Discussion questions 
1. Is there anything about this woman you can relate to? If so, why? 
2. How can her faith help you in your particular situation today? 
3. In her suffering Jesus acted in kindness towards her, irrespective of her condition. 
How does that make you feel? 
4. How does this study help you when dealing with others who are shunned in your 
community? 

 
Living as loved 
It is good to know we serve a God who acts in kindness and loves us for who we are. 
How can you show kindness to someone who may need such an act shown towards 
them this week? 
 
Lieut-Colonel Yvonne Conrad (Southern Africa Territory) 
I have known l am loved as, in obedience to God’s call, I have experienced the 
presence of a loving God who faithfully guided me from South Africa to New Zealand 
- where I served as Divisional Secretary for Personnel then in the Africa Zone at IHQ 
as Assistant Under Secretary, and shortly back in my home territory, South Africa. 


