
What the Bible says 
The Book of Luke emphasises Jesus’ love and care for those whom the Jewish 
leaders never even became aware of - women, the poor, the socially, racially and 
religiously excluded. People such as immoral women, Samaritans, lepers, tax 
collectors, criminals’ rebellious family members and Gentiles. Luke 18 therefore 
shows the truth of how a person is worthy. 
 
Verses 15-17 tell us that parents brought their children to Jesus, but the disciples 
scolded them for coming to him. In ancient culture, it was thought that children 
should be seen but not heard. In the Greco-Roman world, children were at society’s 
margins. Infants were among the most vulnerable, as shown in the practise of killing 
infants by exposing newborns to the elements. 
 
But it was the practice for Jewish mothers to bring their babies to famous rabbis and 
to ask these teachers to bless the little ones. In the reading, the crowd, including the 
disciples, did not see this as being appropriate. They thought there was a better way 
of protecting their honoured teacher from spending time with the lowliest members of 
society, like women and children, but Jesus proved to them that children were 
welcomed in God’s Kingdom. 

 
Our lives today 
In what ways do we show the same kind of gentleness to others? Consider the 
gentleness of Jesus to the children who were brought to him to be blessed. This is 
an illustration to us of how we are loved and accepted when we come to him in a 
childlike faith, not depending on our own strength or understanding, our wisdom or 
our own good works. 
 
We can only come to Christ in a childlike state. Imagine the children chased away by 
the disciples but still loved by their heavenly Father. 
 
In our everyday life we quarrel with our children, but they still come back to us. 
 
My youngest son plays cricket. He likes it so much that whatever he takes hold of he 
wants to use it as a cricket bat. One day he was practising his batting styles near to 
where my husband’s car was parked. Inevitably the ball hit and broke the rear 
window. Our son knew how much he had hurt his dad’s feelings, so he quickly came 
to ask forgiveness for what he had done. Dad shouted at him and my son kept quiet 
but after a while they hugged and dad suggested our boy should practise his 
skills away from the car. 
 
Just as we show our children how much we love them, God does the same to those 
who run to his arms knowing that he is going to care for them. God does not 
discriminate, but he loves all and cares for all. 

 
Discussion questions 
1. In what sense must we become childlike? 
 
2. Why do you think Jesus silenced the disciples and allowed the children to come to 
him? 



3. What do you think the disciples’ response was? 
 
4. In what way does Jesus’ teaching offer hope to us who read it today? 

 
Living as loved 
Jesus left us an example to follow. How can we show gentleness and love to others? 
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I experienced God’s love when I left my home country of Zimbabwe for South 
Africa, where I served as Divisional Director of Women’s Ministries in the Eastern 
Cape Division. I have served as Personnel Secretary at the International College for 
Officers (ICO), and have recently been appointed Assistant Under Secretary for 
Africa at International Headquarters. 


