
What the Bible says 
Looking at the life and ministry of Jesus we can quickly see how often he connected 
with people considered to be on the fringe of society - he ate with tax collectors; he 
befriended sinners; he touched lepers; he healed the sick. In the passage from 
John’s Gospel we learn a great deal about Jesus’ attitude to people. 
 
Jesus was resting alone at Sychar’s well when a Samaritan woman arrived to draw 
water. With nothing with which to draw water and no cup to drink from, Jesus 
shocked her by asking her for a drink. For centuries, Jews and Samaritans had been 
quarrelling and, as John explains, ‘Jews do not associate with Samaritans’ (v 9). 
 
More shockingly, this Samaritan was a woman, and a woman with a questionable 
past. Perhaps she deliberately chose to come to the well at the hottest part of the 
day to avoid meeting the other villagers who would come when it was cooler. She 
was a moral outcast. No respectable Jewish Rabbi would want to be seen speaking 
to such a woman in a public place – yet Jesus spoke to her. 
 
Beginning with the request for a drink of water, Jesus then turned the conversation to 
spiritual things. The Samaritan woman may have simply come to draw water from 
the well, but Jesus invited her to drink of the everlasting water of life (vv 13, 14). Her 
secret life was not hidden to him for, in her own words, she testified that ‘he [Jesus] 
told me everything I’ve ever done’ (v 39). Jesus did not judge her. He did not 
condemn her. He simply accepted her and helped her see who he really was – the 
Messiah (v 26). 

 
Our lives today 
The Church today must be a place where people of diverse backgrounds can meet 
together and expect to feel welcome: different people at different stages of life and at 
different stages of spiritual understanding. We’re all so different! Yet the Bible 
assures us that God wants all of us to be saved and come to know him. 
 
Through the shed blood of Jesus, people who once were far away - people like us - 
are brought near to God. Every wall of enmity, discrimination or prejudice must be 
broken down, for we are now at one with God. 
 
Acceptance is defined as the ability to communicate value, regard, worth and respect 
to other people. Acceptance of others implies that we can learn from them. An 
attitude of acceptance must be at the heart of who we are as individuals and who we 
are when we meet together. Yes we are different, but accepting each other as 
brothers and sisters in Christ is to love, respect and honour each other as God loves, 
respects and honours us. 
 
If God, by his grace, has accepted us unconditionally, we must do the same. We 
must be people of grace. We must accept other people and show them that we love 
them. 

 
 
 
 



Discussion questions 
1. When was the last time someone made you feel welcome and accepted? 
 
2. The opposite of acceptance is rejection. Can you think of a time when you have 
felt excluded or rejected by a group? How did that make you feel? 
 
3. How do we keep an attitude of acceptance without compromising our faith? 
 
4. Acts 11:9 shows that the early Christians had a difficult time accepting that 
Gentiles could also be believers (read the full story of Peter and Cornelius in Acts 
chapter 10). What does this story teach us about our attitudes to others? Can it ever 
be right for a church to reject someone? 

 
Living as loved 
None of us is the finished product. We are all in the process of becoming more and 
more like Jesus. Along the way we need to learn to accept people as Jesus did. 
Sometimes, as Paul says, that will mean we have to bear with each other, or ‘make 
allowance for each other’s faults’ Colossians 3:13a (New Living Translation). As 
Jesus has accepted us, we must be accepting of others. 
 
Reflect on how you can show this attitude of acceptance to people you meet in your 
community. 
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