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IN PURPOSE
by the grace of god

GRACE one rmy

one rmy
John Newton was a converted slave
trader, and wrote of God’s grace because it
transformed him. As he asked God to work
in his life, he penned these words: ‘I am not
what I ought to be, I am not what I want to
be, I am not what I hope to be in another

THERE are many ways in which The
Salvation Army expresses its purpose – the
reason for its existence. All of them are
centred on God’s purposes for his creation.
Right from its earliest days, the Army
has aimed to be in harmony with, and to
promote, the purposes of God. Naturally, it
is important that Salvationists are united in
that purpose – One Army.
The Army’s international mission statement
gives a sense of unity in purpose. It is
printed in the introductory book for
this series1 and clarifies that the Army is
international, that it is an expression of the
one universal Church and that its message
comes from Scripture. It speaks of a ministry
of love, a mission to preach the gospel of
Christ and readiness to meet human need
regardless of status, situation or religion.
The Army, through its people, seeks to do
these things hour by hour, day by day, in a
multiplicity of countries across the globe.
But why? What is the purpose of it all? What
lies behind this abundance of endeavour,
commitment and service?
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine2
speaks of one overriding theme in the Bible:
‘There is one theme, the saving grace of
God, demonstrated through God’s dealings
with his people, culminating in the saving
work of God in Christ (Luke 24:25-27; 4448; John 20:30, 31)’. So the answer to our
question is ‘grace’ – God’s grace. Grace is the
message we are meant not only to hear, but
also to receive, to enjoy, to declare and to
show through our daily living.
Nothing in the world – or in any other
religion – is comparable with God’s grace
(John 1:16, 17). There is nothing like it
in its all-embracing loving-kindness. It is
described as the undeserved favour of God3
and shown in its fullness in Jesus Christ.
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GRACE

world; but…I am not what I once used to be
and, by the grace of God, I am what I am.’
God’s transforming grace is for everyone.
The Army is here to let everyone know!

IN DISCUSSION
1. How would you describe the grace of God as mentioned in the following Bible
verses? What does the grace of God mean to you?
John 1:14, 16, 17
2. John’s Gospel says Jesus was ‘full of grace’. List ways in which grace was evident in
Jesus’ life.
Hebrews 2:9; 2 Corinthians 8:9; John 8:1-11; Luke 23:43; Mark 10:16; Mark 1:41;
Matthew 14:31
3. How has God’s grace shaped your life?
1 Timothy 1:14-16; Ephesians 2:4, 5; Romans 12:6
4. As it is God’s purpose that we each share God’s grace with others, how well do you
achieve this?a
1 Peter 4:10; Acts 20:24
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IN PRAYER
Thank God for the gift of his grace. Ask him to help you share his grace
with others.
At the beginning of his Gospel, John tells
us that Jesus was ‘full of grace’ (1:14). The
remainder of his Gospel shows why he was
so confident in saying so.

IN PURPOSE
NOTES

Grace speaks of God’s unconditional love for
us. He knows we are weak and constantly
fail – so he offers his grace. It is grace that
forgives us, that takes away our sin and
gives strength for living the good life. It is
grace that welcomes us back when we run
away from him. It is no wonder that the
songwriter, John Newton, wrote of ‘Amazing
Grace’.
Finding the humility to accept God’s grace
does not always come easily, but when
we do we discover for ourselves that it is
transforming grace (2 Corinthians 3:18).
It changes lives completely – ‘from the
uttermost to the uttermost’ is how many
Christians describe the change.
the book
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(1 John 4:16-18). To help people respond to
the love of God and to live in his love will
always be at the heart of the unchanging
purposes of the Army.

THE Army’s purposes are concisely
expressed in the words of General John
Gowans, who said there are three readilydefined reasons for the Army’s existence:
1. To save souls
2. To grow saints
3. To serve suffering humanity.

Ultimately, all judgement belongs to God.
He alone knows our hearts, our struggles
and the influences that have shaped our lives
and thinking. This is one reason why we are

Receiving and sharing the grace of God is at
the heart of each of these objectives.
As noted earlier4, the word ‘salvation’ is in
the Army’s name and saving the lost was
constantly on the heart and lips of Jesus
(Luke 19:10 and vv 41-44). Yet Jesus didn’t
identify the ‘lost’ only in terms of poor or
disadvantaged people – although he was
without doubt their champion. He spent
time with the rich (Zacchaeus – Luke 19:2),
the educated (Nicodemus – John 3:1)
and the influential (Joseph of Arimathea
– Mark 15:43), developing them in their
understanding of God and his saving
purposes. No one is so good or self-sufficient
as to not need or benefit from God’s grace
(Luke 18:19). We all need saving.
There are times when we need saving from
ourselves – from our impulses and desires,
from actions, reactions and unrefined
attitudes that cause harm to ourselves and
others. We need saving from what we might,
without the grace of God, become. Most of
all we each need saving from our sins, this
being the stated purpose for which Jesus
– whose name means Saviour – was born
(Matthew 1:21).
There is more than one reason why people
should be introduced to the saving grace
of God. The Bible makes it clear God’s
judgement awaits us all (Matthew 7:1, 2:
Romans 14:9-12) and that we will each be
called to ‘give an account’ (Matthew 12:36).
It is a recurring theme throughout Scripture,

in purpose

– save souls one

rmy the book

IN PURPOSE
SAVE SOULS

as is the message that the saving grace of
God himself is effective in releasing us from
our guilt. We have the free will to accept or
ignore it. The eternal consequences of our
actions are ours.
The consequences have their effect in this
life, too. A major reason for introducing
people to the concept of God’s grace is
so we can each enjoy the blessing of his
presence in our lives now. To go through
life without knowing his forgiveness, love,
companionship and guidance is to miss the
best life has to offer. Some turn to God for
fear of the eternal consequences of what
they have done. This will always be the
case. Yet fear should not be or remain the
dominant factor. John makes this clear in his
Epistles. The dominant factor should be love.
‘Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God
in him. This is how love is made complete
among us so that we will have confidence on
the day of judgement…There is no fear in
love. But perfect love drives out fear...’

encouraged not to judge others (Matthew
7:1). Yet it is because God knows us fully
and plans only the best for us, that he has
given us the message of salvation – his love
in Christ. As we each embrace it, we are
commanded not to keep it to ourselves, but
to take it into all the world (Mark 16:15)
and make it our life’s purpose to show and
declare it.

IN DISCUSSION
1. From what do we need saving?
Romans 3:23, 24; Galatians 5:19-21; Luke 18:9-14
2. Who needs saving?
Romans 3:10; John 3:17, 18
3. What part should fear play in our turning to God?
Psalm 34:9; Deuteronomy 31:12; Psalm 111:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13
4. John wrote: ‘There is no fear in love.’ What does this mean?
1 John 4:16-18
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IN PRAYER
Thank the Lord for his provision of salvation. Thank him for the difference it makes
to our lives.

IN PURPOSE
NOTES
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CHRISTIANS need to guard against any
mistaken assumption that once they have
accepted Jesus as Saviour further progress
isn’t necessary – it is. There should be no
room for complacency or lack of intention
to improve our spiritual life. We need to
keep growing spiritually in order to have the
inner resources to play our part in helping
others find Christ too. Not only would it
be utterly selfish to keep the good news to
ourselves, it would also be out of keeping
with what it means to be a follower of the
all-embracing Saviour.
As we journey through life we discover
there is always more to learn. God has
more to teach us about himself and about
ourselves. Various circumstances – some
unwelcome – come into our lives and raise
questions. They are not all easily answered,
and ought to be faced with honesty and with
eyes wide open to the realities of life. To
avoid hard questions, or to fail to measure
them against the teachings and example of
Jesus, means we will not grow as Christians.
Contradictions are likely to appear between
what we profess and what we actually are
or do.
The apostle Paul and other New Testament
writers often encouraged early-day
Christians to ‘grow up’ in Christ (Ephesians
4:15 KJV). The ability to forgive, the wisdom
not to retaliate, and a mature understanding
of the shortcomings and weaknesses of
others (Galatians 6:1, 2; Philippians 2:1-4)
– these, and other grace-releasing virtues,
develop best by the grace that comes only
from God himself. Peter calls it ‘growing in
grace’ (2 Peter 3:18).
In the ‘Call to Cultivate Faith’ chapter
(p 74) of Called to be God’s People, we read:
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There is no substitute for sharing everything
with God – hopes, fears, heart, mind and
emotions – with openness and humility.
There is no shortcut to growing in Christ.
True growth comes through genuine
relationship and this will naturally involve
us in becoming fellow-workers together with
him (2 Corinthians 6:1) – accepting our
part in sharing the burden of a sinful world.

IN PURPOSE
GROW SAINTS
‘The Salvation Army cannot exist without
people who are cultivating their faith.
Without them there will be no real growth.
Faith is not static. It must develop to stay
alive.’ It continues: ‘There are times when
the unfairness of life seems to attack us, to
hold us in its grip, or to challenge the very
foundations on which our lives have been
built. It is then we discover the strength of
our faith, or the lack of it. It is also the time
when our faith can develop most rapidly and
most surely.’

Such sharing deepens our understanding
of the cost of our redemption and reveals
the sacrificial implications of discipleship.
Identifying increasingly with him and
his purposes, we become recipients of
God’s grace, resourced by him, and better
equipped to help others enjoy the depths of
that grace too.

IN DISCUSSION
1. List some reasons why we each need to keep growing spiritually.
2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 6:13; Galatians 6:1, 2; Revelation 3:14-16
2. What things help us grow spiritually?
2 Corinthians 6:3-10; Colossians 3:12-14; Habakkuk 3:17; Philippians 3:10, 11
3. ‘Faith is not static.’ What does this mean?
Galatians 5:6; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:1, 2 and 39, 40
4. What new things have you learned about yourself and God during the past
five years?
Psalm 139:1-16 and 23, 24
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IN PRAYER
Pray that by God’s grace you will continue to grow spiritually.

IN PURPOSE
NOTES

Our purpose is not only to grow spiritually
ourselves. It is also to help others develop.
If the quest for spiritual maturity is
neglected, the day will eventually arrive
when our spiritual poverty – individually
and as a fellowship – becomes evident.
The same chapter (p 75) warns: ‘Spiritual
immaturity can be especially ugly…It brings
inappropriate responses. It can be childish,
rather than childlike. It manifests itself
in outbursts, moaning or complaining. It
looks for negatives rather than positives…
Spiritual immaturity demands that God
puts right every little problem. It expects
to be exempt from everyday difficulties or
tragedies.’ So what can be done about it?
the book
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ways – through addictions or homelessness,
hunger or lack of love, for example – but
we should never forget that the whole of
creation suffers as it embraces life, seeking
its purpose and fulfilment (Romans 8:22).
Knowing we are all included can help
us with a sense of mutual commitment
– sharing life together. Life is not a

AT THE heart of the Christian faith is the
startling fact that the Son of God, Jesus
Christ, came to earth to suffer. It was his
deliberate purpose – among others. There
are many ways in which he is recorded
as suffering, but his sacrificial, painful death
on a cross demonstrates the grace of God
to a degree beyond our understanding
(Mark 15:33-39).
Jesus not only suffered, he chose to suffer.
Isaiah wrote centuries earlier of the ‘lamb’
that would be brought to the slaughter
(53:7) and that he would be ‘oppressed and
afflicted’. Pointedly he wrote: ‘He was pierced
for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities, the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him, and by his wounds
we are healed’ (53:5, 6). Christians relate
this prophecy to Jesus and, in so doing,
realise something further – Jesus not only
chose to suffer, but chose to suffer for us, for
our salvation. There was purpose – eternal
purpose – to his suffering.
It is human nature to avoid suffering, just as
it seems to be human nature often to blame
God for any suffering that comes to us or
a loved one. It isn’t unusual to find people
blaming God for the sins and wrongs of the
world. If we find ourselves doing so, it is
helpful to remember that Jesus actually took
all the sins of the world on his shoulders
(Isaiah 53:5) – and, in doing so, took any
blame we might care to throw at him. It is an
incredible situation – the created crucifying
the Creator – but it happened. God was in
Christ – totally identifying himself with a
suffering world.
He still identifies with us. It is a mistake to
think that God simply reigns in majesty
far above us. By his Spirit, he is still among
us (Matthew 28:20), sharing our burdens,
living our life with us, strengthening and
supporting us with his grace (Galatians
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6:18). In 1953 Fritz Eichenberg created a
wood carving, ‘Christ of the Breadlines’5. It
depicts a group of homeless, cold, hungry
men in a queue, waiting to be helped.
Significantly, Eichenberg didn’t place Christ
at the head of the queue, giving out bread to
the needy. He placed him in the centre of the
queue – poor, vulnerable, totally identifying
with those in need. The wood carving
offers a powerful reminder that Christ truly
did make himself vulnerable, weak and
dependant by coming to earth, and that he is
still the same totally committed Christ today
– always with us.

competition to see who may become the
best person, or who can achieve the most.
We are on earth to help one another without
wanting reward or praise (Matthew 6:1-4) –
and as we each make it our purpose to serve
‘suffering humanity’, God brings his healing
grace to our lives too.

IN DISCUSSION
1. Who or what is ‘suffering humanity’? How would you describe it?
Romans 8:22-27; 1 Peter 2:19, 20
2. Why did Jesus choose to suffer?
Isaiah 53:3-5; 1 Peter 2:21-24
3. Why do you think an artist would depict a hungry Jesus in a queue for bread, rather
than giving out the bread?
Matthew 4:3, 4; Luke 9:58; John 1:10, 11; Hebrews 2:17, 18
4. Discuss the place of suffering in human experience.
John 16:32, 33; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 19; 1 Peter 3:14, 15; James 1:2-4; Romans 8:18

09

IN PRAYER
Think of some people in need or in difficult situations and pray for them. Pray that you
will be more aware of those around you who may be hurting or in need.

IN PURPOSE
NOTES

It is also a mistake to think that the people
we serve are ‘suffering humanity’ and we are
somehow exempt. As the carving reminds
us that Jesus became part of suffering
humanity, so we need to realise – and accept
– that we are all part of suffering humanity.
Each of us encounters suffering; we all
have our woes and unwelcome intrusions
into our lives. None of us is immune from
being hurt.
The Salvation Army has its programmes
to help people who suffer in particular
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make them a present reality (Acts 1:8). As
Paul reminds us: ‘…in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose’
(Romans 8:28).

THE HEART of Jesus’ teaching shows
that the purposes of God are centred in
our being welcomed, by his grace, into his
Kingdom. There are many gifts to enjoy,
ambitions to achieve and experiences to
embrace in life, but none is greater than
belonging to – and knowing you are
welcome in – the Kingdom of God. To
belong to the Kingdom of God is to belong
to God himself.
Jesus began his earthly ministry by
announcing the Kingdom. Mark’s Gospel
tells us: ‘Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming
the good news of God. “The time has
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has
come near”’ (1:14, 15). In effect he was
announcing his own arrival. Jesus brought
the Kingdom with him. The messenger was
also the message (John 14:6). The Kingdom
is found in him.
Jesus was also clear that the Kingdom can
be found in us too. It is not something
external, or political, or achieved by force.
‘“The coming of the kingdom of God is not
something that can be observed, nor will
people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because
the kingdom of God is in your midst”’ (Luke
17:20, 21). It is an inner experience.
This was a constant theme of Jesus’
teaching. When talking with Nicodemus,
he emphasised that ‘no-one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again’
(John 3:3). He was speaking of the spiritual
rebirth that comes to a life handed over to
God for his indwelling. The importance of
making the Kingdom of God the priority of
our life is further seen in the Sermon on the
Mount. Clothes, choice of food and personal
appearance should not be our first concern,
said Jesus, adding: ‘Set your mind on God’s
kingdom and his justice before everything
else…’ (Matthew 6:33 NEB).
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Belonging to the Kingdom means we are
linked eternally – in Christ – together with

IN PURPOSE
YOUR
KINGDOM
COME!
Jesus also confirmed that humility and
readiness to learn from God are essential
for discovering the joys of the Kingdom. It
is those who realise they are spiritually poor
(Matthew 5:3) and who can accept guidance
like a child (Matthew 18:4) who belong
to the Kingdom, he said. The proud and
self-sufficient have constructed their own
barriers (Luke 10:21).

countless others, from all generations,
nations and classes, who have accepted
salvation – by the grace of God.
‘The kingdom we are given is unshakable; let
us therefore give thanks to God’ (Hebrews
12:28 NEB).

IN DISCUSSION
1. How do you visualise the Kingdom of God?
See parables of Jesus in Matthew chapter 13, beginning at verses 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47;
Matthew 18:1-4; 1 Corinthians 4:20; Luke 1:29-33; Matthew 5:3; Romans 14:17, 18
2. Jesus said the Kingdom of God is within us. What did he mean?
Luke 17:20, 21
3. Why did Jesus never seek earthly power?
John 18:36; Matthew 16:21-23
4. What is God’s on-going purpose for mankind?
Matthew 6:33: Ephesians 1:9, 10; Ephesians 3:17-19; Matthew 18:12-14;
Revelation 21:1-4
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IN PRAYER
Thank God for the possibility of being a citizen of his Kingdom.

IN PURPOSE
NOTES

At the close of Jesus’ ministry the chief
priests and rulers were unnecessarily
worried that Jesus was set on establishing
an alternative earthly power structure
(Matthew 26:59-61). He wasn’t and he made
that clear when Pontius Pilate, the Roman
Governor, was examining his testimony.
He explained, ‘“My kingdom is not of this
world…my kingdom is from another place”’
(John 18:36).
Yet we must not forget that Jesus taught his
disciples to pray for God’s Kingdom to come
– and for his will to be done – ‘on earth as it
is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10). We are to pray
for God’s ongoing purposes for humankind
– and we are to play our part in helping
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UNITED KINGDOM

IN CULTURE

MARK AND ELLIE READ, SALVATION ARMY OFFICERS,
WRITE ABOUT THEIR HOME COUNTRY
ALTHOUGH geographically small, the United Kingdom is hugely diverse. With a
comparatively large population in excess of 63 million people, it has cities with a wide
ethnic mix. People of different ages and races, with varied priorities, financial resources,
faiths, lifestyle choices, and education and employment opportunities, live side by side –
and all of them are welcome to make contact with The Salvation Army.
In such a context, how can we express our main purposes in ways that will be understood?
The answer is that we need to take time to be sure of what is essential to The Salvation
Army, and then decide in what form those essentials should be expressed. Put simply, our
identity and actions both need to be clear.
As we read the scriptural accounts of Jesus’ life we see that his identity is as Saviour,
inaugurating (bringing in) the Kingdom of God. The Gospels also show that he related
appropriately to all kinds of people, welcoming them all and addressing their needs:
teaching, healing, challenging, encouraging, walking, sitting, eating and fasting among
them. This should encourage us to do the same and ensure diversity in the way we connect
with our society.
HOSPITALITY: CELEBRATING DIVERSITY WHILE FOSTERING COMMUNITY
When The Salvation Army came into being, the people it connected with were generally
similar to one another culturally. Today, varieties of cultures and faiths, and the growing
number of those with no religious affiliation, exist together in the same community.
In order for us to foster deeper relationships and build a sense of community within this
context, grace is essential. Our corps must be genuinely inclusive and practise authentic
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hospitality. This goes beyond tolerating the
differences between us and others, patiently
enduring with them whilst hoping they will
change. True hospitality is to be comfortable
in the presence of difference and to welcome
the ‘other’.
For example, our parent-and-toddler groups
give opportunity for friendships to be forged
despite differing personal circumstances,
religious beliefs, parenting styles, marital
status and ages. Authentic hospitality
means welcoming each parent and child
for who they are, serving and supporting
them and without any demand for them to
modify their identity. When we look at the
groups of people Jesus sat down to share
with, we see zealots and tax collectors, the
ritually unclean and the Pharisees, Jews
and Gentiles, the young and the old, the
poor and the rich. If we can foster deeper
relationships with, and between, the
diverse individuals and groups within our
community, we may create a stronger and
new community that experiences a fuller life
and begins to resemble the Kingdom more
clearly. Genuine hospitality can be the
action by which we express our identity as
followers of Christ.
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WHEN WE LOOK AT THE
GROUPS OF PEOPLE JESUS
SAT DOWN TO SHARE
WITH, WE SEE ZEALOTS
AND TAX COLLECTORS, THE
RITUALLY UNCLEAN AND
THE PHARISEES, JEWS AND
GENTILES, THE YOUNG AND
THE OLD, THE POOR
AND THE RICH...
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IN CULTURE
DISCIPLESHIP: FAITH DEVELOPMENT
Our identity and purpose are, of course,
rooted in our faith. Our faith informs who
we are, which in turn affects what we do. We
have to ensure our faith continues to develop,
otherwise there will be uncertainty over our
identity and our actions may become hesitant
– even stopping. In recent years there has
been a rise in the rate at which people have
left the Church in the UK. As it has expressed
concern about this decline in attendance,
the Church has looked for societal factors
to blame. Published reports have pointed
externally to various reasons, from Sunday
football and shopping, to secularism and
post-modernity. Whilst these have altered
our culture to greater or lesser degrees, some
of the reasons for decreasing congregations
may be found within the Church.
Undeveloped faith, like the seed in shallow
soil, cannot withstand change, whether it
is far-reaching or subtle. True discipleship
involves learning, embracing others and
wanting to share God’s grace with them. Our
purpose must include not only pointing to
the start of the way, but also to walking it
alongside those around us.

interest’ groups, all enable people to connect
with one another and engage in informal
conversations which explore the Christian
life. Sports Ministry programmes may
become the weekly worship for groups who
experience God through activities such as
football or surfing. Although these groups
are different in form, discipleship and faith
development are at their heart.
Meeting the needs of ‘suffering humanity’
takes many forms in the Army’s ministry,
including food distribution and community
action from corps, to highly developed
expressions of social service – ministering
to the homeless, families in need, those
suffering domestic abuse, people suffering
from addictions or those who have become
victims of human trafficking. The list of
programmes is seemingly endless, meeting
the needs of people where they are, seeking
to show God’s grace through demonstrating
his love in action.

In such a diverse context as the UK,
the Army wants to be authentically
inclusive, loving its community without
discrimination, enjoying, celebrating and
sharing the depths of God’s grace.
CULTURE IN CONTEXT:
1. How is your corps ‘genuinely inclusive’
and how far does it ‘practise authentic
hospitality’?
2. Think about ways in which the culture
in your country is changing. How is
The Salvation Army adapting to these
changes?
3. Examine the ways in which your corps
provides an environment for people to
find and develop their faith. How can
this be done in a better way?

As the Army has sought to do this, it has
led to the cultivation of a broad range of
activities that not only meet people where
they are in their journey, but also provide an
environment for them to find and develop
that faith. Café church, cell groups, men’s
fellowships, walking and other ‘common
in purpose
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What resources would you add?
Let us know by emailing
OneArmy@salvationarmy.org
or visit www.salvationarmy.org/
onearmy/resources

The introductory discussion points,
Bible readings and prayers help put the
series into the context of each life and
individual understanding. The Leader’s
Manual has further suggestions as to
how these opportunities for growth
may be developed.

@TSAOneArmy
This unit relates in part to doctrines 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11

REFERENCED RESOURCES
FOR THIS UNIT

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
FOR THE SERIES
BOOKS FOR THE SERIES
The Holy Bible
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Salvation Army in the Body of Christ: An Ecclesiological Statement, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Song Book of The Salvation Army, IHQ
Called to be God’s People – based on the Calls of the International Spiritual Life Commission,
Salvation Books, IHQ
Samuel Logan Brengle: Heart for God, edited by Peter Farthing, Australia Eastern Territory
Holiness Unwrapped, Salvation Books, IHQ and Australia Eastern Territory
The Life and Ministry of William Booth, Roger J. Green, Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN, USA
Who are These Salvationists? An Analysis for the 21st Century, Shaw Clifton, Crest Books,
The Salvation Army, Alexandria, VA, USA
Some of these books are available in a number of languages.

BOOKS FOR THIS UNIT
One Army, Introduction Book, page 2, and One Army, In Calling Book, page 3, show the
International Mission Statement.
2
The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine, Chapter 1, page 3, IHQ.
3
Who are These Salvationists? An Analysis for the 21st Century, Shaw Clifton, ‘The Centrality
of Grace’, page 23, Crest Books.
4
One Army, In Calling Book, page 4.
5
The carving is seen in the One Army film for this unit – on the DVD and the website.
1

DVD
Called to be God’s People, Salvation Books, ‘Call to our life in the world’.

a

DVDs FOR THE SERIES
Called to be God’s People – based on the
Calls of the International Spiritual Life
Commission, Salvation Books, IHQ
Holiness Unwrapped, Australia
Eastern Territory
Our People – The remarkable story of William
and Catherine Booth and The Salvation
Army, Australia Eastern Territory
Boundless Salvation, four-part series by John
Cleary, Australia Southern Territory

additional resources
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Note to youth leaders
This material can be delivered in a
single session. However, by using the
additional resources listed at the end,
or those recommended on the website,
it can be extended over more sessions.
We haven’t included suggested timings
because much will depend on the age,
understanding and size of each group.
For some of the activities in the series,
advanced preparation and materials
are required.
See also the Leader’s Manual for other
ideas that could be adapted.

one rmy

ICEBREAKER AND

INPURPOSENOTES

DISCUSSION STARTER

INPURPOSEGRACE
TAKE a look at the pictures of various
objects on pages 04 and 05. In groups of two
or three discuss what the purpose of each
object is. There may sometimes be more
than one purpose. When you have done this,
take a look at the answers below and see if
you identified them correctly.

03

The purpose of an object reveals the reason
for its existence. In the case of a large
organisation like The Salvation Army we
could say that there are many reasons for
its existence. Spend some time together
considering these questions:
What is the purpose of The Salvation
Army?
If you had to choose one reason for The
Salvation Army’s existence, what would
it be?
The Salvation Army Handbook of
Doctrine speaks of one overriding
theme in the Bible – the saving grace of
God (see Chapter 1 page 3). How would
you describe the grace of God and how
is it right at the centre of the purposes
of God?

Answers to pictures:
1. Spanner; 2. Clock; 3. Pen; 4. Comb; 5. Toothbrush; 6. Flower; 7. Ball; 8. Knife; 9. Key; 10. Mug/Cup.
in purpose
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BIBLE

INPURPOSENOTES

DISCUSSION

INPURPOSESAVESOULS
THE ARMY’S purposes are concisely
expressed in the words of General John
Gowans, who said there are three readilydefined reasons for the Army’s existence:
1. To save souls
2. To grow saints
3. To serve suffering humanity (see pages
04-09 of the main book).
Let’s first consider what it means to save
souls.
Imagine that you are all sitting in a boat that
has just struck a rock. A large hole in the
bottom of the boat is letting water in quickly
and you have nothing to plug the hole. You
have exactly five minutes before the boat
sinks. The only way for you and your group
to be ‘saved’ is to complete the following
task within the time limit. Appoint someone
to countdown five minutes, using a timer
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or simply counting the seconds. The rest of
the group must look up all the Bible verses
below and answer each question correctly. If
you manage to complete the task within five
minutes you are all ‘saved’ from drowning!
Are you ready? Go!
Bible verse questions (answers at the foot
of the page):
Romans 3:9, 10. Who needs saving?
Matthew 1:21. Who saves us?
John 3:17, 18. What must we do to be saved?
Galatians 5:19-21. What are we saved from?
1 John 4:15, 16. What are the consequences
of being saved?

Answers to Bible verse questions:

Did you complete the task within five
minutes? Well done if you did! Now,
bearing in mind what you have just
read, spend some time discussing the
following questions:
What happened when you were
saved? We all have our own story –
share yours.
What difference does being saved
make to the way you live your life?
What part do we play in helping
others to be saved by God (see
Mark 16:15)?

Romans 3:9, 10. Jews and Gentiles (ie, everyone) | Matthew 1:21. Jesus | John 3:17, 18. Believe in him | Galatians
5:19-21. Our sinful nature | 1 John 4:15, 16. God lives in us and we live in God
in purpose
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CREATIVE

WORKSHOP

INPURPOSENOTES

MATERIALS NEEDED
STONES AND/OR WOODEN BLOCKS

INPURPOSEGROWSAINTS
CHRISTIANS must continue to make
progress once they have accepted Jesus as
Saviour. We need to keep growing spiritually
in order to play our part in helping others
find Christ and in building the Kingdom of
God in the world. As we journey through
life we discover there is always more to
learn. God has more to teach us about
himself and about ourselves (see pages 06-07
of the main book).
Spend some time testifying to what God has
taught you in your Christian journey.
Think of how you might finish the
statement: ‘I discovered more about God
when…’ (for example, ‘…I first went to high
school. I felt scared, but he helped me to
make friends. I learned that I could rely on
him in difficult situations’).

in purpose

– grow saints one
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Give each person a handful of stones or
wooden blocks. Stand in a circle and allow
each person to share their experience one
at a time. After a person completes their
statement encourage them to put their stone
or block in the middle. As more people
share, the pile of stones or blocks will grow
bigger. Keep going until you either run out
of stones and blocks or run out of stories!
Take a look at the pile in front of you and
give thanks for all that God has done in your
lives to help you grow closer to him.
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ACTIVITY

MATERIALS NEEDED
PAPER AND PENS/PAINTS, MODELLING CLAY

INPURPOSEPHOTOS

INPURPOSESERVE
SUFFERINGHUMANITY
AT THE heart of the Christian faith is the
startling fact that the Son of God, Jesus
Christ, came to earth to suffer. He suffered
in many ways including, of course, a
sacrificial, painful death on a cross. None
of us are exempt from suffering – we are
all part of suffering humanity. Yet we are
not alone because God identifies with us.
By his Spirit, he is still among us, sharing
our burdens, living our life with us,
strengthening and supporting us with his
grace. We are called to do likewise – sharing
our lives with others and helping where we
can (see pages 08-09 of the main book).

Use this space for drawing a way in which Jesus might identify with suffering people today

Various artists have tried to depict Jesus
as one who suffers alongside humanity.
On page 08 of the main book you can read
about a famous wood carving by Fritz
Eichenberg called ‘Christ of the Breadlines’.
More recently, Timothy Schmalz sculpted
a bronze statue titled ‘Jesus the homeless’
depicting Jesus as a homeless man sleeping
on a bench. If you have access to the Internet
you can watch him talking about his
creation on YouTube: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=2rAys_ON8rg
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You can share your artwork on the youth
section of the One Army website. Go to
www.salvationarmy.org/onearmy/youth
and follow the instructions on how to
upload it.

as a group, discuss how you might visually
represent Jesus identifying with human
suffering in your village, town or city today.
Consider: where might you find him and
what might he be doing? Now, create a piece
of artwork that depicts the scene you have
discussed – you could draw, paint, sculpt,
model or take a photo of yourselves acting
it out.
in purpose
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PRAYER

When you have finished, come back together as
a group. Spend a few moments sharing with one
another what God was speaking to you about as
you were praying. Finish with spoken prayers of
thanksgiving to God that he allows us to join with
him in bringing about his Kingdom on earth.

HOMEWORK

FURTHER BIBLE STUDY

HOMEWORK
Set yourself a task to be completed by the time your group meets again. Ask everyone to join
in so that when you next meet you can all talk about it and find out how you got on. Decide
on one of these two ideas:

INPURPOSE
YOURKINGDOMCOME!
THE HEART of Jesus’ teaching shows
that the purposes of God are centred in
our being welcomed, by his grace, into
his Kingdom. The Kingdom of God was
a constant theme in Jesus’ teaching – he
announced that it was coming, he invited
individuals to be a part of it and encouraged
his followers to pray for it to come (see
pages 10-11 of the main book).
Take a look at Jesus’ teaching on prayer in
Matthew 6:9-13. This is the text of what has
become known as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. Jesus
encourages his disciples to pray for God’s
Kingdom to come - and for his will to be
done - ‘on earth as it is in heaven’.
Have a time of quiet and reflective prayer.
Find a quiet space in the room and make
yourself comfortable – you can stand, sit,
kneel or lie down. Appoint one person in
your group to read the following prayers
giving a one- or two-minute gap between
each one for participants to pray on their
own in the silence:
in purpose
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• Father God, we pray for your Kingdom
to come in this place. Lord Jesus, help us
to open our lives to you. Spirit of God,
speak to us and show us what it means to
have the Kingdom of God inside us.
• Father God, we pray for your Kingdom
to come in our corps. Lord Jesus, help us
to seek your grace and wisdom together.
Spirit of God, speak to us and show us
what it means to have the Kingdom of
God among us.
• Father God, we pray for your Kingdom
to come in our village/town/city. Lord
Jesus help us to work for your Kingdom
here. Spirit of God, speak to us and show
us what you would like us to do.
• Father God, we pray for your Kingdom
to come in our world. Lord Jesus, help us
to know that you are Lord of everything.
Spirit of God, speak to us and show us
how we can play a part in bringing your
Kingdom to the whole world.

rmy youth book

13

1. The Salvation Army has an international mission statement that sets out its purpose as
follows:
The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal
Christian Church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love
of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in his
name without discrimination.
Now consider what your personal mission statement might be. Reflect on what is
important to you, what you feel God wants to do in you and through you. See if you can
write it down in no more than 30 words.
2. Imagine the Kingdom of God came ‘on earth as it is heaven’ in your neighbourhood.
What might change at your home, street and school? Write down what comes to your
mind or have a go at drawing a simple map marking different places and people, and
briefly note down what might change. Take time to pray for God’s Kingdom to come in
each person and place you considered.

MATERIALS FOR CREATIVE WORSHIP
SHEETS OF PAPER, PENS AND PENCILS
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FURTHER BIBLE STUDY
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FURTHER BIBLE STUDY
Take a look at these Bible verses that
describe some things that help us to grow
spiritually. After reading each one, think
about how the verses apply to your spiritual
life. Consider what you could do to make
sure that you keep growing spiritually.
2 Corinthians 6:3-10; Colossians 3:12-14;
Philippians 4:4-9.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
FOR THE SERIES
BOOKS
The Bible
The Salvation Army Year Book, Salvation Books, IHQ
What and Why We Believe, Harry Dean, Salvation Books, IHQ
From Generation to Generation, Robert and Janet Street, Salvation Books, IHQ
The Life and Ministry of William Booth, Roger Green, Abingdon Press
Never the Same Again, Shaw Clifton, Crest Books
The Common People’s Gospel, Gunpei Yamamuro, Salvation Books, IHQ
Holiness Unwrapped, Robert Street, Salvation Books, IHQ
Born Again In The Spirit, Kapela Ntoya, Salvation Books, IHQ
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ADDITIONALRESOURCES
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DVDS
Called to be God’s People, Salvation Books, ‘Call to our life in the world’.
Our People – The Remarkable Story of William and Catherine Booth and The Salvation Army,
Australia Eastern Territory

@TSAOneArmy
Check with your own territorial or
command headquarters for youth
resources to add to this list.
What resources would you add?
Let us know by emailing
OneArmy@salvationarmy.org
or visit www.salvationarmy.org/
onearmy/resources
Don’t forget that more ideas are in
the Leader’s Manual.
Some books are available in
different languages. Please ask.
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