
What the Bible Says 
We are assured of some very important truths within Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
and in chapter 3 he points out that as Christians we are ‘God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved’. 
 
God cherishes us – he loves us extravagantly. Isn’t that amazing? 
 
Throughout the Bible there is a consciousness of God’s love for his people. 
Deuteronomy 33:3 records, ‘Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones 
are in your hand.’ And within the Book of Psalms there is a particular ribbon of 
awareness of God’s amazing love. Our spirits are lifted as in Psalm 36:7 the psalmist 
cries out, ‘How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!’ and then as we open Psalm 
103 the Father-love of God dominates the text. 
 
The well-known and often quoted verse in John’s Gospel draws our attention to the 
truth that, ‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ (3:16). The New Testament 
constantly confirms that we are precious in God’s eyes and that he loves each one of 
us. As we take the opportunity to read through the Scriptures our understanding of 
the love of God increases – ‘This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins’ (1 John 4:10). 
 
When we look at Jesus – his birth, life, death and resurrection – we see a 
demonstration of God’s abundant love for us. Jesus’ teaching, particularly in the 
parable of the prodigal son, also enlightens us to the incomprehensible measure of 
God’s care and compassion. The prodigal does not deserve the love of the father 
and yet ‘while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him’ 
(Luke 15:20).  
 
This is the kind of love that God has for us! Grace – the undeserved favour of God! 
As Romans 5:5 says, ‘God’s love has poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us.’ 
To explore this topic further read through Psalms 103 and 100, and 1 John 4. 
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Our lives today 
As we recognise that God’s love cannot be deserved or earned, but that it is given 
freely, we can accept it, and his unconditional love can transform our lives. Accepted 
in all its fullness, it liberates us! 
 
When we realise the breadth and depth of God’s love for us and ‘abide in his love’ it 
transforms us. 
 
When we abide we thrive! What peace accompanies the knowledge that the Lord 
loves us fully and freely! What joy is ours as we live in the security and certainty of a 
loving heavenly Father! 
 
It gives us a renewed sense of worth. God accepts us – there is no need for 
pretence in his sight. 



 
The sad reality is that it is possible to be a Christian without fully grasping that God’s 
love for us is not dependent on our actions, our feelings or our obedience. The good 
news is that nothing will change God’s love towards us. As Romans 8:38-39 reminds 
us ‘For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God, that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.’ Even when we fail, or have fallen, this will not change God’s love 
toward us. His love is not dependent on our behaviour! 
 
However, when we accept his love in all its fullness, it changes not only our 
perception of God but also our treatment of those around us. Luke explains that if we 
wish to enter into the Kingdom of God we need to respond to God’s love for us, to 
confess our sin and also to, ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind;” and, “Love your 
neighbour as yourself”’ (Luke 10:27). What a privilege is ours to be the recipients of 
such inestimable love — and what is our response to such love? 

 
Discussion questions 
1. Describe in your own words God’s love for you. 
2. What are the consequences in our lives when we accept that we are loved by 
God? 
3. To be a Christian is often seen in terms of obeying commands, about duty, about 
earning his love. How do we see our service for God? 
4. God loves us as we are. Does this mean that our actions and our life choices do 
not matter? 

 
Living as loved 
Ask yourself, ‘Have I accepted God’s love for me or am I still trying to earn his love?’ 
 
Commissioner Silvia Cox 
 
I have known I am loved just as I am certain of God’s love for me. As a 
consequence, it is a joy and privilege to share this message and experience as I 
serve women around the world in my role as the World President of Women’s 
Ministries. 


