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R
ecently my elder son was given an assignment to write a short 
essay on his favourite hero. After having finished the same 
showed to me and it was a big surprise, that he wrote about his 

father treating him as his “Hero”. To my surprise, he wrote many 
interesting and new things he observed in his father, which I could not 
notice. Yes, dads are real heroes to the children.  I still recollect my 
Father. I miss my Father so much! He was such a kind and gentle man. 
He was always doing extra special things for me. I was his only 
daughter. I have so many wonderful memories of him. We were very 
close, and I felt like I could always talk with him and tell him anything. 
He gave great advice through the years. He supported me in all of my 
activities. He was always there for me. This might be a similar case to 
all of us. Though, the world always reckons mothers as great 
personalities, the fact is that behind them, their husbands would surely 
play major role making them best moms. When a father properly fulfils 
his role in the family, he is fulfilling a picture of the heavenly Father's 
relationship to his children. 

In Bible, we see many Fathers did best to their children, leading their 
families in a God centred manner. As Christian we always acknowledge 
God, the almighty, as our Father, for this Heavenly Father loves all His 
children. We know that we can communicate with Him through prayer 
anytime and anyplace. We also know that He answers our prayers and 
that He alone knows us and knows what is best for us.

I love the quote of Ezra Taft Benson, a well-known Christian writer.  
"Nothing is going to startle us more when we pass through the veil to 
the other side than to realize how well we know our Father and how 
familiar His face is to us." 

As we celebrate Father's day in this month, let us not only thank our 
Father's for their every worldly care, but we also must thank our 
Heavenly Father for his Mercy, Compassion and Grace bestowing in our 
lives, though we are not even eligible to think of it. May this unending 
and unconditional love of God enable us to come closer to him to see 
His glory. Let us also pray for those lost their Fathers, that the Heavenly 
Father be a guide, provider, and everything to them. 

We have an interesting article from our International Secretary 
elucidating the word “PAUSE” and its true meaning. Surely, you will get 
inspired with this thought. We also have articles on Corona and its 
spiritual implications. The article on Father's Day from National 

Executive Officer will rouse your sacred views 
of Father. As we face an unhealthy situation, 
may the content of this War Cry provide an 
opportunity to experience the divine 
presence.

One of my favourite Bible verses from 1 John 3:1, says “See what great 
love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God!” Obviously, his love only qualified us to be His children.  God's 
plan for us humans is that we be like him. He not only created us in His 
image (Genesis 1:27), but He gives His spirit to His children, allowing 
us to think His thoughts and feel His feelings. Being a child of God 
means that we effectively inherit His traits, much like our own children 
inherit our traits.
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P – Pray

What do we do in this situation? I would like 
to offer some reflections as we consider this 
pause that has been imposed on all of us.  
Looking at the letters of this word “PAUSE”, 
let us see what we can do:

Recently the General called for a “tsunami” 
of prayer, as for nearly 36 hours, people all 
around the world were praying continuously. 
It is a fact that when we face hardship and 
difficulty, people do turn to God in prayer, 
and many are finding God for the first time in 
their lives. I am reminded of the verse from 
Jeremiah 39:13 that says: “You will seek me 
and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” Many who have been on the Christian 
road for a long time are discovering afresh 
the power of God as they draw near to him in 
prayer. In this time when we have been 
forced to pause from so many things, can I 
encourage and call you all to pray with more 
urgency, with greater faith, with real 
sincerity, as you draw near to God. The 
promise we have too from 2 Chronicles 7:14 
is still true: “if my people, who are called by 
my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked 

O
ver the last few months, it is as if a 
PAUSE button has been pressed on 
the world, and this has impacted so 

many lives. At the time of writing, concerns 
in India rise as the number of coronavirus 
cases continue to increase. Thousands of 
migrant workers have been severely 
affected, daily wage earners have lost their 
jobs, people are required to stay home and 
to self-isolate, the hospitals are filling up as 
people displaying symptoms of the 
coronavirus are admitted, the struggle for 
survival of so many has become the new 
normal. Transport has been cut back, very 
few planes are taking to the air, the air is 
cleaner, the roads less congested, schools 
and many shops are closed, our churches 
have been closed, many are preaching and 
teaching online – the world has virtually 
ground to a halt. No one ever imagined this 
could happen.  

Commissioner Alistair Venter
International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ

A – Appreciate

“How can I say thanks for the things You 
have done for me?

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
What a wonderful opportunity we have in 
these days, to discover more of God and his 
love and power, as we come to him in prayer.  

Things so undeserved yet You gave to prove 
Your love for me

There is a song called “My Tribute”, written by 
Andraé Crouch, that has these words:

The voices of a million angels could not 
express my gratitude
All that I am, and ever hope to be I owe it all 
to Thee
To God be the glory….”

Let us appreciate all the things that God has 
done for us over these past couple of 
months. God has sent people across our 
pa thway  who  have  suppor ted  us , 
encouraged us, provided much needed 
provisions in some cases. God has enabled 
some to maintain their employment which 
has enabled them to continue to provide for 
their families. So, in this difficult time, let us 
express our appreciation to God for all He is 
and all He has done.

U – Utilise
Let us utilise or take advantage of every 
opportunity that comes our way.  I have been 
so impressed by the way that many Officers 
and Corps soldiers have taken advantage of 
the opportunity to still get the Bible message 
across through social media. Online services 
are taking place, so that our people can still 
be fed spiritually, and the gospel message 
can still be heard. But what about you, our 
reader? Ephesians 5: 15-17 says: “ So be 
careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but 
like those who are wise.  Make the most of 
every opportunity in these evil days.  Don't 
act thoughtlessly, but understand what the 
Lord wants you to do.” Utilise your time 
wisely to reach out to others with a kind 

word, with practical help, by setting a right 
example. Utilise the time to read God's Word, 
to grow spir i tual ly,  to deepen your 
relationship with God. 

The Salvation Army emphasises the fact that 
we are all saved to serve, and that we are to 
s e r ve  s uffe r i n g  human i t y  w i t h ou t 
discrimination. I have been so encouraged as 
I have seen our Salvationists providing food 
parcels, cooking meals, providing sanitisers 
and face masks, reaching out to those in need 
at this time. Do not leave it to the Officers and 
staff of the Salvation Army to do this service. 
We each have a responsibility to do something 
in the way of service. Remember Jesus' 
words:  “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
There is a work for every one of us to do – 
reach out to your neighbour, reach out to 
those who are unemployed, reach out to 
those who are hurting, reach out to those who 
are sick or who have lost loved ones as a result 
of the coronavirus, and do something.

God has allowed this PAUSE button to be 
pressed for a reason. Don't waste this 
opportunity, but seek God's plan and purpose 
for your life during these days.

S – Serve 

E – Excel
The theme for the South Asia Zone has been 
“Move towards excellence”. I want to 
challenge every reader, every Salvationist, 
every believer, to be the best that you possibly 
can be. In these days when many are still in 
lockdown, or who are forced to stay at home 
because of curfews, won't you take the words 
of Philippians 4:7-8 and put them into action 
during these days: “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things.  Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in 
me—put it into practice. And the God of peace 
will be with you.”

International Secretary’s Message
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The forerunner of humanity.

O
n the wake of corona virus; by love 
compelled, the officers and soldiers 
of India South Western Territory 

came into the front line prepared to prepare 
the community to protect themselves and 
prevent the terrific epidemic Corona virus. 
A team of volunteers of 1250 in number 
were informally formed from corps to THQ 
and got engaged in to distributing face 
masks and pamphlets about Corona virus, 
The Salvation Army stepped into the 
community followed by the meeting 
summoned by Colonel Nihal Hettiarachchi, 
Territorial Commander with cabinet 
Secretaries on 8th March 2020. Taking the 
advantage of massive women gathering 
r e l a t e d  w i t h  a  f e s t i v a l  i n 
Thiruvananthapuram, we could give 
awareness about this pandemic and 
precautionary measure by serving leaflets. 
On 9th of March 2020 onwards throughout 
Kerala our presence were there at bus 
stations, railway stations and other places 
where people gathers by serving sanitizer, 
masks and awareness posters and 
pamphlets. Initially we could issue above 
100,000  sanitizers and more than 6000 
pamphlets and posters and 8000 masks. 
Adhere to the call of the territorial 
commander all our divisions and centres 
actively involved in carrying out it along 
with certain impressive interventions in 
local urgencies related with corona virus. 

With the support of Rapid response project 
from IHQ and zealous volunteering of 
officers and soldiers, the Salvation Army 
maintained it’s status of being first in 
sensitising, supporting and being with the 
community, particularly in t ime of 
calamities and catastrophe. Our helping 
hands reached out to schools, colleges, 
police stations, hospitals, unattended ones, 
destitute and every nook and corners 

Chain Prayer
It was quite revitalizing experience to all 
Salvationist to concentrate upon the call 
given by the Territorial Commander to 
observe chain prayer. On 16th of March 
2020 a meeting was summoned by the 
territorial commander for divisional 
commanders, in charge officers of hospitals 
and enquired about the programmes and 
progress in our service to the community 
about Corona virus.  They were encouraged 
and guided to organize resources to 
sensitize and support the people against 
corona virus.  They did it well and were 
widely accepted and highly recognised. All 
divisions and institutions reached out to 
their respective communities with sanitizer, 
mask, posters and pamphlets about corona 
virus information and precautions to follow. 
And we could meet the community in their 
need of groceries too.

where suffer ing 
humanity long for, 
w h i c h  w e  T h e 
Sa lva t ion  Army 
on ly  can  se rve 
w i t h o u t 
discrimination. We 
privileged to supply 
groceries kit and 
sanitizer to 12424 
m o s t  n e e d y 
families throughout 
the territory and 
supported with a 
financial assistance 
to the officers for 
these months.   Apart from this, we could 
support 200 families with grocery kit and 
sanitizer in response to the continuous 
request from the panchayat member, and 
realizing the vulnerability of the people of 
Karakulam and Peroorkada.  It made us 
possible by the generous support of our 
soldiers. 

Feeding the hunger during the Lock 
down 

Our social media played a vital role to fill the 
gap and connecting the people.  Along with 
the spiritual nourishment on a daily basis, 
with the init iation of Colonel Nihal 
Hettiarachchi, and the Salvation Army 
Mission Network team updated the 
information and guidance to the society  
Posters and other social Medias are also used 
at its maximum possible means with 
attractive captions and headlines. It has 
widely shared and many groups joined in to 
spread the messages. And also ISWT find 
space in leading local news papers to 
communicate with the people. To provide 
spiritual and psychological care,  the media 
steered by Mr. Shalu. S. Babu under the 
guidance of the territorial commander 
played a significant role. 

As the migrant labours are most vulnerable 
with the lockdown, we begin to serve cooked 
food to them in Trivandrum city with the 
consent of corporation authority and the 
police department. Initially we served 350 

SAFETY MEASURES. 

Salvation Army Media Network. 

  

With the installation of hand washing facility 
for the general public beside the road in front 
of the territorial head quarters, facilitated 
and encouraged all our divisions and 
institutions to follow the same, and the 
territory set an example to others, because 
the Salvation Army was the first organization 
extended this facility to the general public. 
Through the circulars and social media, the 
territorial commander had been passed 
updated information and guidelines from 
various sources like UN, health department 
of central and state governments to the 
soldiers.

A REPORT ON OUR RESPONSE TO CORONA VIRUS, ISWTA REPORT ON OUR RESPONSE TO CORONA VIRUS, ISWTA REPORT ON OUR RESPONSE TO CORONA VIRUS, ISWT

Continued to page 6

News
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S
ince the beginning the pandemic 
disease Corona many images have 
appeared. Images of people who 

are in the forefront and behind of the war 
waged against the spread of the virus 
called COVD 19. People responded with 
fa i th than fear,  knowledge than 
ignorance, generosity than greed and 
service than selfishness and many 
showed many of beauty.

Corona a virus caused disease is new to 
the health care givers. How it spreads, 
what damage it can cause to people and 
by what ways its spread can be prevented 
are known by now they are used to help 
people affected to recover and those not 
infected to protect themselves. But being 
a new disease, its origin, medicines that 
can cure and vaccines have not yet found 
out, but work is on to find out them. 

During the last two months there are 
sticking images due to Corona disease. 
Images of beauty, of pain and of shame 
have emerged as people responded to 
the disease. Television and News papers 
have helped us to have the glimpse of the 
images. 

Images of people with special dresses 
called PPEs which is the short form of 
personal protection equipments that are 
worn mostly by health care givers who 
are caring for the Corona affected 
patients. Even their eyes are covered with 
special protective covers and it is not easy 
to wear PPE for long hours, but they have 
to wear. Images of workers include many 
women who keep the public places clean 
and men spraying antiseptic liquids are 
also common sight. Public servants like 
the police force in all adverse weather 
conditions keeping people to follow the 
guidelines for protecting themselves and 
others against Corona infection day and 
night. Images of such people publicly 
honoured and rewarded have too 
appeared. These are the people who 
have faith, basic knowledge about the 
disease, courage and willingness to serve 
and risk their own lives for others. Sure 
their images of duty and care are 
beautiful. Equally beautiful are the 
images of people who showed generosity 

Images of Beauty

Images of 

Images of Pain 

While the images of sacrificial service, 
devotion to duty and generous hearted 
people make one to be happy and get 
inspired to follow their examples, there 
are people whose actions caused much 

Images of Shame and Concern

by giving in cash and 
kind to PM and CM 
Care Funds. Images 
of people feeding the 
migrant workers and 
others handing over 
food  ra t i ons  a re 
r e gu l a r  f e a t u r e s 
responding to the 
Corona affect  on 
people.

India our nation with over one 130 crore 
(over one billion) population, have people 
with different in their socio-economic 
situations. Development fruits have not 
reached all yet. There had been images of 
migrant workers, families with children, 
individuals and groups walking with their 
bags on the roads even in hot sun in the 
wake of lockdown declared to prevent 
spread of Corona. Children walking 
carrying a bags, a child lying his face down 
on a suitcase mother wheeling it on the 
load, migrant labour hiding in the huge 
cement mixer truck fearing police, people 
with sore feet, women and women killed 
in the road accidents, run over by trucks, 
run by trains, the painful images of India's 
migrant workers away from their homes 
and villages. Images of people at the 
railway and police stations begging for 
transport to travel back to their homes. 
Many Indians need not walk like them as 
they are in the safety of their homes. 
Images of people with sad and frustrated 
looks as they could not run their small 
businesses, the street vendors, daily 
wage earners etc. Though government 
and generous individuals have responded 
to their needs but it took much time to 
reach to them. These images brought into 
open the other side of India where people 
have to migrate to from their homes 
villages to other states. Their situation 
needs much attention and action from the 
government to raise their socio and 
economic conditions. 

There is an image of health care person 
bending to treat and help the sick with 
image of Jesus Christ standing behind, 
which inspired many. Images are not 
physical pictures but what people think, 
feel and respond through their actions as 
they officer their services. Image of God 
walking to meet the first parents in the 
garden of Eden, Jesus as a babe in 
Bethlehem, as a young man in Nazareth 
and then meeting people talking to them, 
teaching and healing them are the image 
of God. 

Image of God  

shame and concern. Images of people 
preventing health care workers to enter 
their own apartments, some not willing to 
have them as their tenants have too 
appeared to our shame.  People have 
prevented burial of persons who died of 
Corona, some behaving violently attacking 
the ambulance drivers and family 
members and friends. Doctors who died of 
Corona were too prevented to have burials, 
but during the midnight hours fearing 
attacks by the people. They have fear 
ins tead o f  fa i th ,  ignorance than 
knowledge, false beliefs instead of truths 
and act selfishness than compassionate 
service. People of different faith boldly 
carried the coffin of the other faith 
demonstrating compassionate care. 
Attempts to link Corona to a particular 
community and causing fears about them 
too is an issue that needed correction.

Opportunity is wide open to show the 
images of beauty, respond to the images of 
pain and not choosing to show the image of 
shame and concern. Choice must be for the 
image of beauty.

 

Devavaram Prathipaty
Commissioner (Dr)
India Central Territory

CoronaCoronaCorona
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T
he entire world is under the 
clutches of the global crisis Corona.  
As our whole country is lockdown 

due to this pandemic, so many daily 
workers, house maids, migrant Laborers, 
street hawkers, small scale businessmen 
and women have lost their literally being 
pushed to the streets.  

We are very much thankful to our 
Territorial Leaders who came forward and 
extended their helping hand towards 
s uff e r i n g  h um a n i t y.  Te r r i t o r i a l 
Headquarters made plans to support 
every area of the Territory,( New Delhi, 
Amritsar, Angul, Batala, Barei l ly, 
Chand iga rh ,  De ra  Baba  Nanak , 
Gurdaspur, Jalandhar, Moradabad, 
Muker ian, West Bengal ,  Jas id ih, 
P a t h a n k o t ,  F e r o z e p u r,  B a j p u r 
Utterakhand, Patiala, Tran Taran, Port 
Blair, Jammu and Kashmir) through our 
Division/ District/Extension to help the 
people during the lockdown. Hot cooked 
meals, water bottles, sanitizers, masks, 
pamphlets of awareness of Covid-19, 
grocery and essential provisions have 
been provided to these people with the 

H a v i n g  s e e n  t h i s 
humanitarian act, so 
many soldiers, officers 
and local community 
people came forward to 
help these people in 
their needs. With the 
permission of Local 
Government and local 
administrations, hot 
cooked meal has been distributed in the 
Hospitals, Slum areas, and to the people 
living under the bridges, to the labors 
caught at construction sites. 

help of The Salvation 
Army In te rna t iona l 
Headquarters. Many 
people were benefitted 
through this distribution 
during this time of crisis.  

Teams have been formed to carry on the 
relief at Divisional, Institutions, and 
Territorial Level; these teams made 
strategies and found the most needed 
areas to distribute hot meals and essential 
provisions whoever needing. All the 

Division, District 
and Extension of 
our Territory got 
help from THQ to 
serve these people 
in their area. 

An interesting case 
is  wi tnessed in 
Delhi, where our 
THQ team received 
phone call from 
migrant  labors , 
which were caught 

at construction site at Gautam Nagar, New 
Delhi. They told that they had no food for 
two days. The authorities requested the 
Salvation Army to help them by providing 
food. Immediately, under the Territorial 
Leadership, the team went there and 
helped them. Those migrant laborers were 
grateful to God as well as the Salvation 
Army. We are very much thankful to our 
government police who have provided 
their services earnestly along with us when 
we were rendering our services to the 
suffering humanity.  

We are very much thankful to our 
Territorial Commander Colonel Daniel Raju 
Dasari and Colonel Baby Sarojini TPWM 
and entire team for the valuable support to 
render our relief activities. 

News

COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAMMES IN INDIA NORTHERN TERRITORYCOVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAMMES IN INDIA NORTHERN TERRITORYCOVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAMMES IN INDIA NORTHERN TERRITORY

Major Amrik Masih 
Editor & Communication Secretary

India Northern Territory

To serve cooked food to migrant labours 
and destitute, the police department 
joined with us hand in hand.

The health services department also 
joined with us in supplying food packets to 
the needy.

The district administration and local 
government authorities also supported 
our mission by giving legal consents and 
guidance.   

On behalf of Colonel Nihal Hetiarachchi, 
Territorial Commander report prepared by

Major C. J. Bennymon.

lunches. This was even before the 
government open community kitchens.  
The number has gone up to 520 lunches 
per a day and up to Kazhakuttam, 15 
kms. away from Trivandrum. This 
continued 30 days and served 14170 
lunches by the THQ team alone.  Many 
of the divisions and corps also served the 
nearby community same way.

Psychological support and stress 
management techniques.

 

To alleviate psychological trauma and 
excessive stress, territory launched 

Partnership with the government.
Lieutenant Kiran P. Jose, one of our officers 
served with the government as a counsellor 
with Disha.
 

various on line media activities. As a part of 
it the territory conducted competitions for 
youth (Primary, junior and senior) Painting, 
drawing, singing and instrumental music. 
And also singing programme for senior 
soldiers too.  It became a grand event with 
the massive participation of all age group 
and made a tremendous impact. Territorial 
youth depar tment  fac i l i ta ted th i s 
programme.

Continued from page 4



When the nature of rebellion is observed 
among the teenagers, the mother having 
identified their attitude, try to give 
counselling. In order to do so, she needs to 
understand the social issues and prepare 
herself with updated knowledge. Starting 
from the age 13 to 19, children by virtue of 
their physical changes, find difficulties in 
their physical and mental life, and feel 
emotional imbalance. The activities of 
these children are based on their worldly 
attractions and try to get inspired and 
influenced, which can be shown as an 
imitation. As outlined in the Prodigal Son 
story, they want to choose their own life, 
neglecting the parent's advice.
 
Fear of God needs to be inculcated:

When the children are trained since their 
childhood, they would have the fear of the 
God, just thinking that rebellion against 
parents is a sin. But the life they come 
across in the world, due to fatal attractions 
by means of technology, they get 
influenced. The Bible and its day to 
devotion in a systematic manner must be 
introduced and monitored. The mother 
must not only practice this in her day to day 

M
other's role in the family is very big 
and having vast responsibility.  
Mother loves her children very 

much. Mother is next to God towards her 
children to show her love like God who 
loved the universe. Mother need divine 
knowledge and worldly knowledge to 
understand her children's nature. Mother 
always thinks about her children that they 
should be in a good position. Because the 
present world is linked with internet, and 
this internet is ruling the children. Present 
generation is much addicted to media with 
easily available smartphones and are 
ruining their lives by misusing this 
technology. Mothers should have the 
knowledge about technology to handle 
their children especially teenage rebellion. 
They don't know what is good and what is 
bad in this stage, so they need parents, 
especially mother's guidance in each step 
of their lives. Since the mother is more 
attached to children than father, can 
observe the children 's friends circle and 
their day to day activities. 

Teaching to be responsible for their actions:
Hiding children from the situations may not 
be a good idea, as it may have chances to 
raise curiosity to know. But as mothers, 
opportunities need to be given to the 
teenagers to know and understand that 
every action, they may have to take its 
reaction. As far as possible, the mothers 
need to educate the children by means of 
their surrounding situations and try to help 
them understand the consequences with 
case by case. This will not only help the 
teenagers to know the facts, but will be 
cautious of what they do, in such a way we 
may be able to keep them responsible for 
their own actions. The mothers may Help 
children make the link between what they 
do and what happens by pointing out real-
life examples. To help them accountable, 
children needs to learn to accept the 
consequences of words, actions, and 
decisions, and the only way they do so is if 
they are consistent with rules and discipline. 
Their actions and words and activities are to 
be monitored in a friendly manner, just to 
help them not to get trapped. Ephesians 6:4 
“Fathers, do not provoke your children to 
anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord”.

life, but help her teenage children 
s i t  beside her and do the 
systematic Bible study. The word 
of God from Deuteronomy 6:7 
says -you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in 
the house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. The stories of 
the missionaries and the Bible faith heroes 
must be made studied and understood. 
Practically a child will more likely come to a 
personal relationship with God because of 
the lessons he learns from his parents. 
Share your love for God with your children

Mothers, Parents in General, by being 
exemplary and with their role model life, can 
set standards for their children. Many 
parents have a struggle between their 
hopes for their children's behaviour and 
what the children actually do. The authority 

Setting Standards & Teaching Values:

of the parent enables the parent to act. 
Without this understanding, the parent will 
feel reluctant to make their child obey their 
wishes. The rules and boundaries that 
parents set up enable the child to reach his 
full potential. The disciplines that God brings 
to a child from his parents enables that child 
to both suppress his natural inclination to 
serve himself and thus be sensitive to others. 
The areas that are not cared for become 
untamed areas of his life. They will become 
the trouble areas of his life. Each seed 
represents an evil aspect of our hearts. " For 
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 
the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, of coveting and 
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, 
envy, slander, pride and foolishness. All these 
evil things proceed from within and defile the 
man." (Mark 7:21-23)

Engaging in Activities

The mothers need to talk to their teenage 
children. They need to find ways to engage 
them in conversations. You need to be 
careful of your conversation, especially not in 
a dominating manner What is your child 
interested in? Mothers would require at least 
basics on somewhat knowledgeable about 
that subject and engage them in it. Mothers 
need to seek common ground to help with 
the conversation. Mothers need to listen. 
The teenage children need to be given a time 
to speak. If mothers correct them on 
everything they say or feel like mothers have 
to control the conversation, , and the 
children could not be interested. Loving 
approach is always needed to deal with 
children. The more love, the more they pour 
out their emotions, so as to help quickly what 
need to be guided. 

Women Focus
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Children are the Heritage from the 
Lord (Psalm 127: 3):

W
e praise God for the privilege 
to remember and celebrate 
another Father's Day in the 

month of June. As fathers while many 
fathers receive honour from children, it 
is also their duty to know how the Lord 
regards these children. The Bible 
recorded children are valuable in the 
sight of God. The Lord taught  a lesson 
to the disciples through the life of 
Children stating  that “unless you turn 
from your sins and become like little 
children, you will never get into the 
Kingdom of Heaven”. We see the Lord's 
affection towards the children, but it is a 
sad thing that many elders, parents and 
community disregard them. As a father, 
do you think how important are our 
Children?

Children are the heritage from the Lord, 
they were in the hands of the Lord, and 
He presented them into our hands. 

Heritage means a 
man who receives 
t h e  f a t h e r s ' 
property by birth 
r i g h t ,  a nd  no t 
spending any price 
for that. The same 
way the parents 
are receiving the 
child as a wealth 
f rom God .  Fo r  examp le  i f  any 
Government is not keeping the wealth of 
the country like land, water, minerals and 
other natural resources in a proper way, 
it will damage the growth of the country. 
Likewise, if we neglect our children, it 
will affect the whole human society. So, 
we need to understand about these 
precious gifts and must protect them 
safe and secure. 

Children are portrayed as Olive 
plants (Psalm 128:3):

Olive trees are one of the most familiar 
trees in the Bible, Olive oil is expensive, 
and used as an anointing oil of the High 

priest (Exodus 30: 24,25), and the 
oil honoured both God and men 
(Judges 9: 9). The Lord compared  
children like Olive plants to sit 
around the table. So, God gave 
another responsibility to nurture 
our children in godly ways. How 
many of us are practicing to teach 
the word of God diligently to our 
children, and  how many of the 
Fathers  talk of them when they sit 
in our houses, and when they walk 
by the way, and when they lay 
down, and they get up in the 
morn ing   a s  i n s t ruc ted  i n 
Deuteronomy  6: 6 & 7. Paul says to 
the Ephesian church, “And, you 
fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord” (Eph 6: 4). Fathers are to 
be the preachers to our children.

The great poet Rabindranath Tagore said, 
“Every Child comes with the message 
that God is not yet discouraged of Man”. It 
is true, because still our God is having 
confident with mankind, and has been 
giving the children as treasures into our 
hands. How are we treating them? May 
the Lord give parents, particularly the 
Fathers wisdom to understand this truth. 

Children are the fruits of the womb 
(Psalm 127: 3): 

Fruits are not only giving good taste, but 
also reflects the nature of the tree to 
others. If compare this verse with our 
own live, as Christian fathers, are we 
producing Godly children to this nation? 
Some parents worry about their young 
children and their misbehaviour, we see 
many mothers requesting Pastors and 
Evangelists praying for their children who 
goes astray. We are always thinking 
about the bad fruits, but the Lord has 
called us to think about the bad tree 
which produces bitter fruits, the tree will 
identify by the fruits. It is true that our life 
which is not testifying Jesus will affect the 
wellbeing of our children. Jesus charged 
to cut down the tree which produces bad 
fruits and thrown it in to the fire (Matthew 
7: 16 – 20). 

are Blessed by God

Lieutenant Colonel R. Arul Dhas
Secretary for Programme Administration
India South-Eastern Territory
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Here are some points worthy of our 
serious reflections:

Obviously, fear is part of our lives and 
suffering is painful. But suffering is a key 
way God achieves His purposes, namely, 
to make us more like Christ. That goal 
gives meaning and purpose to our 
suffering. And it's not God intention that 
we are overcome with fear.  As Christians, 
we don't have to fear or avoid it. Instead, 
we can use it for the opportunity that it is: 
to glorify God, and serve others. And 
that's a much better way to respond to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

1. Irrational Fear and Panic. When 
faced with a pandemic that disrupts 
everything, we don't do so well.  Our 
lives spiral out of control. These are our 
knee-jerk responses? We get frustrated. 
We get scared of becoming infected with 
the virus, fall sick, suffer and die. We 
grow anxious, and even panic. And that's 
why so many are panic buying, it's a way 
to try and get back control over a life that 
is out of control. People think if they can 
control their groceries, then they'll have 
more control over their life. We crave 
control over our world. But when control 
eludes us, we panic. 

T
he Covid-19 pandemic is wreaking 
havoc across our world. We are in 
the midst of an uncertain time. And 

yet for all the pain, the Bible teaches that 
for Christians, these sufferings are not 
futile. God is at work through it all, 
teaching us things that we might not 
otherwise learn (Rom 8:28, Heb 12:5-
11).

2. Blame, Shame, Judgment, 
P u n i s h m e n t ,  S t i g m a  A n d 
Discrimination. There's really a second 
pandemic attached to Covid-19, the 
pandemic of "stigma and discrimination", 
and it has the potential to cause more 
damage to humankind than the first. 

From my professional experience of 

working over 10 years in the hardest hit 
regions of Africa by HIV/AIDS, I have 
a l w a y s  b e e n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t 
misinformation and knowledge deficit 
bring in irrational fear and panic, which in 
turn beget stigma and discrimination. And 
the four negative attitudes of blame, 
shame, judgment and punishment further 
add fuel to this fire! 

But as many people found themselves 
watching the media reporting of Covid-19, 
they found their anxieties and fears rising. 
I found this practically 
t rue  in  my da i l y 
interactions with my 
patients in my clinic 
and through my social 
media consultations 
with them. Check the 
news just once a day 
and feel all the better 
for it, and through 
y o u  w i l l  a v o i d 
n ega t i v e  n ews  , 
promotes positivity.

In a community where stigma and 
discrimination reign supreme, people 
behave irrationally, live selfishly and lead 
even  Ch r i s t i ans  to  fo rge t  the i r 
responsibility towards their fellow 
humans, their calling of service and 
ministry. It can also thwart various actions 
taken to stop the spread of Covid-19 
pandemic and management of cases. In 
extreme case, it lowers humans to the 
status of zombies! We must prevent it!

3. Media Information. Be careful 
who you listen to. The secular media 
intensifies anxiety and fear. Bad news 
stories are what grab our attention, and 
so the media feeds it to us in hordes. And 
Covid-19 is the media's dream as far as 
bad news stories are concerned, where 
more chances of negative propagation.

 
4. Care And Service 
O p p o r t u n i t i e s 
Over Comforts of 

5. Meaning And Hope Beyond This 
World. This pandemic increases our 
'death awareness'. We become completely 
aware of our mortality. Yes, it's a 
confronting thought. But if we combine 
this death-awareness with the gospel of 
the risen Christ who has overcome death, 
we can become more enthralled by the 
resurrected life to come (see Phil 1:23; 2 
Cor 5:6-8). We then realize, in a fresh way, 
that true life, meaning and hope isn't found 
in a successful career or wealth, but at the 
foot of the Cross. It's a hope that will 
sustain us, whatever this pandemic brings.

Traditional Corps (Church) Meetings: 
Looking out for the needs of others. What a 
better response to the pandemic! Safety 
protocols of the pandemic having 
prevented us from conducting and 
attending our traditional corps (church) 
meetings, many corps (church) members 
find it difficult to make adjustments to their 
personal Christian living and routines. But, 
then it's an opportunity for family prayer 
and worship time that we have been 
overlooking for so long.  We found the 
desire to look not just to our own needs, 
but to the needs of others (Phil 2:4, Gal 
6:10). We found the motivation to ask how 
our neighbours were going, and how we 
might help them at this time of need.

A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE  ON THE 

Dr. Zairemthiama Pachuau 
MBBS, PDHIV/AidsMan, 
DHA, PGDipFamMed, FOG, 
MPhil (HIV/AIDS), MBA

The writer Dr. Zairemthiama Pachuau formerly  served as Chief 
Medical Officer both at Chikankata Hospital (Zambia Territory) and 
Howard Hospital (Zimbabwe Territory). After returning home to 
India, he founded Hillcrest Medical Center and is currently working 
here. He is presently the Corps Literature Secretary at Behliangchhip 
Corps, Tripura District, India Eastern Territory.
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T
he World is facing one of the 
greatest Health challenge in a 
Century and we are witnessing the 

onslaught of the Corona Virus (Covid -
19) from the Far East to the Far 
West,Lives are lost, Jobs are lost, 
Companies goes bankrupt and all the 
Government of the World are facing an 
enormous task of governing their 
country amid the Health and Economic 
Crisis, and nobody can concretely say 
when will it end, when will the vaccine 
for Covid-19  will be available, and will 
the Virus remain here forever is the 
concern of many Health Experts around 
the world. 

The name "coronavirus" is derived from 
Latin corona, meaning "crown" or 
"wreath", itself a borrowing from Greek 
κορώνη korṓnē, "garland, Wreath’

The Salvation Army has unique symbols 
for which we recognized all over the 
world, The RED SHIELD is a Symbol 

The Crown in the 
Crest reminds us of the Crown we will be 
receiving at the end of our lives after the 
Good work we have done for our Lord 
Jesus Christ Faithfully.  (James 1:12, 
NIV: "Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the crown of 
life that the Lord has promised to those 
who love him." ... Afterward they will 
receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to those who love him.")

which the World 
recognizes us for 
the Service we do 
to the people who 
are in need and the 
C R E S T  i s  t h e 
meaningful Symbol 
of our Belief.

The Question now to us is Why & How do 
we love Him? It is always easy to just say 
Lord! I Love You, But to be practical is 

something very difficult 
and different, but we as 
an Army,  We are Called 
for Love in Action, We are 
Ca l led  to  Serve  the 
Suffering Humanity, We 
are Called to have our 
Hands to Man and heart to 
God, We need to Love Him 
for He had loved us First, 
He had sacrificed His life 
for us. (1 John 3:16) and 
we need to love our fellow 
men and serve with the 
love of Christ without 

We need to Love Him for He has 
commanded us to Love him with all our 
Hearts, with all our Soul and with all our 
Mind and then He remind us to Love our 
Neighbour as ourselves.

I truly believe that the Holy Spirit will 
speak to them in a way which we could 
have never imagined (Matthew 10:20, 
NIV : for it will not be you speaking, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you.)

In this time of Lock down where millions 
are starving, Let us exhibit our Love of 
Christ to our Brothers and Sisters, who 
are in need of our Help, Let us come 
together and share our resources (1 John 
3:17, NIV: "If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or sister in 
need but has no pity on them, how can 
the love of God be in that person?") and 
just say to them 'JESUS LOVES YOU ‘

Let us show our Love in Action for the 
CORONA of Glory that is awaiting us.

discrimination  of his Caste, Creed and 
Colour.

Major John Rohmingliana

Secretary for Health & Emergency – India

Learning Pathways Coordinator – South Asia
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IN ACTION 
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SHOULD WE LEARN THIS HARD? 

Life with 

We all felt as disabled and cannot go out 
from home. We were scared to invite 
friends into our homes even if they are 
at our doorstep. Numbers became very 
crucial, the numbers of increasing 
cases. We are glued to news channels to 
see for a ray of hope. This routine was 
same across all the segment people it 
did not vary for both the rich and the 
poor. It did not vary for a person who 
works for 20 hours a day 

A
ll of us entered in to 2020 with 
new hope, aspi rat ion and 
promises. Most of us must have 

set goals for 2020. However, the year 
came up with a biggest surprise human 
has not foreseen. COVID19, social 
distancing, quarantine are the words 
which are not much used until February 
2020, yet currently there is no one who 
is unaware of these words. Not to 
mention if one is literate or illiterate, 
young, or old, someone lives in a 
metropolitan city or one in a remote 
village. The initial days of COVID19 
prevalence was a literal crisis, there was 
panic everywhere, people where dying 
there is neither a prompt treatment 
regimen nor a vaccine, the government 
has announced country wide lock down. 

The Salvation Army was on the ground 
within no time and addressed the most 
vulnerable people. On the other hand, 
the air quality, the water quality is 
improved the wild animals were free on 
roads the nature began to heal. But it 
took humans to stand still for the nature 
to heal. Should we learn the lesson of 
being a responsible human being this 
hard? We are seeing people struggling 
for food, water, and shelter when we can 
sleep safely under a roof. we almost 
forgot all the little complaints and 

and an unemployed person. Although 
the 1st week of lockdown took some 
time for all of us to settle down and be 
used to it, the further weeks we realized 
how precious is this time. The basic 
hygiene practices which we were taught 
from childhood and we ignored suddenly 
became the most important to all. We 
are religiously practicing all of them. 
Should we learn the lesson this hard? We 
suddenly got a break from our busy 
schedules to spend time with family and 
to pray together as family. Most of the 
pastors started to reach out online few 
pastors also started online family 
prayers every night. Amidst of all these 
the doctor's policemen served entire 
nation selflessly. 

fulfilling our small wants and pleasures 
but right now we were able to focus only 
on us needs and our wants are not even 
in our sight. Should we learn this hard 
that our wants are just gratifications? We 
were always told not to waste food and 
water which at time we all took for 
granted but now we can not take a 
chance of wasting any. So, should we 
learn this hard? So, let us not forget all 
the lessons we learnt once the situation 
turns up to be normal and wait for one 
more pandemic to remind us. Let us be 
responsible human being in glorifying, 
appreciating and being thankful for what 
God has given us.

We had great hope in the Lord God is our 
deliverer and the restore of all that we 
lost to the present lockdown situation the 
world is going through. May the Lord 
pour out His spirit on us, families, and 
friends. “A thousand may fall at your side, 
ten thousand at your right hand but it will 
not come near to you” psalm 91:7. Lord 
Almighty Blessed is the one who trust in 
you.

Dr. Angel Princy Dasari
Chennai Central Corps
India Central Territory
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A
t the close of the day, do you take 
the time to pause and reflect on 
what's transpired? Rewind the 

day's events. Were there significant 
moments that brought you closer to God 
or perhaps pushed you away? As your 
head hits the pillow, is your mind racing 
with thoughts about the next day?

Most of us desire to be better. We want 
to succeed and become the people God 
created us to be. But many of us resist 
the opportunity to reflect on our lives in 
a meaningful way. It's as though we are 
scared of getting to know ourselves.

In the addictions classes I teach, I often 
ask the men to name what they are 
feeling that day—to look within 
themselves and identify whether there 
is happiness, sadness or sorrow. For 
most of them, this is a new experience. 
They have abused alcohol and drugs to 
numb themselves and escape their 
feelings. They need help exploring their 
inner lives. I wonder if the rest of us are 
much different.

To achieve significant change in our 
lives, we need to learn more about 
ourselves. This can happen through 
prayer and reflection as we review our 
day. This doesn't need to take long; it's 
like watching a movie of the day's events 
in reverse. When we do this, and pause 
at significant moments, we can discover 
the areas where we have grown and 
where we have missed opportunities. In 
a prayerful manner, we then invite God 
to whisper his insights into our lives.

As an ancient Christian prayer tradition, 
the “examen” encourages us to identify 

moments of consolation (where we felt 
closest to God) and desolation (where 
we felt separated from him). In its 
simplest form, the examen consists of 
two questions: For what moment today 
am I most grateful?; For what moment 
today am I least grateful? The intent is 
for God to speak to us through these 
moments of deepest feelings and 
yearnings. Hopefully we will seek to do 
more of what brings us consolation, and 
to listen and respond to what brings us 
desolation. Practised regularly over a 
period of time, the examen can guide 
our lives and help us to make wise 
choices.

The first time I heard about this prayer 
method was from a spiritual director. As I 
discovered more about this discipline, I 
quickly incorporated it into my spiritual 
life as a way to discern what is 
happening in my life.

Very recently, my husband, Chris, and I 
began doing the examen together over 
supper. We are empty nesters and I wish 
I had known about this method when 
our son was still at home as it has been a 
great connecting point for us. As we 
reflect together on the consolations and 
desolations of our day, we gain greater 
insight into each other's lives.

You can do the examen at any time of 
the day—after lunch, after work or 
before you go to bed. It can be done 
alone, with another person or even in a 
group. This prayer method can be a 
great tool for conflict resolution and 
problem-solving, such as reviewing how 
you responded to certain situations. It 
also helps us to process our thoughts 

As you reflect on your day, ask the 
following questions:

8 When did I fail today? Why?
8 When did I give and receive love 
today?
8 What habits and life patterns do I 
notice in my day?
8 In what ways did I sense God today?

As you reflect on the desires of your 
hearts, I hope that God will whisper into 
your spirit and remind you of the ways he 
is with you.

Review, Respond 

and feelings as we closely examine the 
events of the day. As we practise the 
examen, we will also witness God's hand 
at work in our lives.

8 When did I have the greatest sense of 
belonging? Least sense of belonging?
8 When was I most creative? Least 
creative? When did I feel most fully 
myself? Least myself? When did I feel 
most  who le?  Most  f ragmented?
Throughout this prayer time, allow God 
to speak, challenge, encourage and 
teach you.

8 When did I feel most alive? Most 
drained?

Major Dickens is the Co-ordinator 
for Mission Effectiveness, 

Volunteer Development and 
Addictions Counsellor, Maxwell 
Meighen Centre, Toronto. She is 

also a spiritual director and a 
member of Spiritual Directors 

International

Major Kathy Dickens
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My name is Joen Wycliff Christian and I am 
born in a family which is associated with 
Salvation Army since 6 generations in which 
3 were officers in TSA and one is  local officer. 
Since my birth I have received spiritual 
teachings from my family. 

“
But Jesus beheld them, and said unto 
them, with men this is impossible; but 

with God all things are possible." Matthew 
19:26 

The car was not able to start so the driver called many mechanics and 
Mandisa's father called the Karnataka government and they sent some 
mechanics and the car got repaired in 1 hour and we again started our 
journey at 6:30 pm. Then we crossed the Karnataka border and 
Maharashtra border and we also took some rest and we entered the Gujarat 
border at around 3 pm on 11th May. Then at 6 pm we dropped Deril at 
Valsad as he belongs to Valsad. At 7 pm at Navsari one of the wheel of our 
car was punctured but as there was an extra spare wheel, the driver 
immediately changed the wheel and we again started our journey after 20 
minutes. At 11:30 pm we reached CTM, Ahmedabad and we dropped 
Mandisa and Issac over there. After that we left for my home from there but 
all the roads were blocked so I reached home after 1 hour at 12:30 am. 
Because of God's grace we all reached our home without any injury. Many 
people helped us in this and many prayed for our safe journey. We all are 
thankful to all those people. Kindly keep us in your prayers. Amen. 

I am studying in 1st year B.Sc. Nursing at 
CMC Vellore. Three more students were 
there in medical college from Gujarat named Mandisa, Issac and Deril. 
Holidays were declared in the college due to Corona pandemic. But there 
was no source to go to Gujarat due to lockdown. We had no hope to go back 
home. My father Wycliff John Christian contact his friend Jacksonbhai who 
is travel agent and informed him about the crucial situation. Jacksonbhai 
told that one of his friend went to Bangalore in Innova. If you take the 
permission from TamilNadu and Gujarat Government, he can bring back 
your children. Then I tried to get the permission from TamilNadu 
government and I got it immediately. My father told Eric Kalpin Bhagat to 
try to get permission from Gujarat government. He submitted the 
application but we didn't get the permission. So my father contacted 
Mandisa's father Subodhbhai that we are not getting the permission and 
her father told that I have few contacts and the miracle happened and we 
got the permission by the evening of 8th May. There was a huge queue at 
the Kerala border so the driver was unable to come on 9th and he came on 
10th May at 10am and we started our journey at 10:30 am after completing 
all the necessary procedures. At Tamil Nadu border there was huge queue 
so it took around 1 & 1/2 hour to cross the border. After that 300 kms. away 
from Vellore at Karejavanahalli Toll Gate we were waiting in the queue and 
suddenly a truck that was in front of us took reverse and so the bonnet of 
the car was heavily damaged and there were many cracks on the front 
glass. But due to amazing grace of our Lord, we all the five were safe. 

Joen Wycliff Christian 
Soldier of Ahmedabad Central Corps, Gujarat

India Western Territory
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International News

Because of the coronavirus lockdown, 
Salvation Army teachers in Guatemala 
have been contacting their students via 
social media in order to provide learning 
resources and set work to be completed. 
For those without Internet access, lessons 
have been delivered by post.

In Darjeeling, India, The Salvation Army's 
special school for deaf students has been 
using Zoom in order to deliver online 
teaching incorporating sign language. 
Training has also been undertaken 
utilising the platform in order to prepare 
for post-lockdown scenarios, for instance 
helping parents in remote areas to learn 
how to communicate using sign language.

Meanwhile, in the Caribbean nation of 
Jamaica, Salvation Army-run children's 

S
CHOOLS run by The Salvation Army 
across the world have been 
adapting in the light of COVID-19 in 

order to ensure continuity of education for 
many of the 400,000+ students it 
supports. The international church and 
charity operates more than 4,000 schools 
in locations from rural Papua New Guinea 
to Patagonia, Argentina, employing in 
excess of 20,000 teachers and support 
staff. In many places, it offers the only 
form of  publ ic  educat ion to the 
communities that it serves. There is also a 
focus on children with special needs and 
ensuring that girls have access to 
education.

Technology has also been deployed to 
maintain learning opportunities in 
Sulawesi, Indonesia. Here, again, Zoom 
has been used to good effect in order to 
provide real-time teaching for students 
with Internet access, as well as to 
coordinate the staff team and teacher-
training programme. The programme is 
part of a long-term commitment to train 
teachers for The Salvation Army's remote 
and rural schools in the area following the 
devastating earthquakes and tsunami in 
2018 – work supported by The Salvation 
Army's World Service Office (SAWSO) in 
Alexandria, VA. 

EDUCATION CONTINUES 
IN COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

South Korea's Salvation Army-run 
Inpyung Technical High School is, like 
other schools in the country, using 
television, radio and social media to help 
its students maintain the momentum of 

h o m e s  h a v e 
adap ted  t o  t he 
current situation by 
p r o v i d i n g  t h e i r 
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h 
on l i ne  teach ing 
tools, enhancing the 
materials provided 
by local schools.

In Liberia, west 
Africa, Salvation 
Army teachers are 
sending out work to 
students, either via 
the post ,  or  by 
d e l i v e r i n g 
personally to pupils' 
homes. Distances 
can be significant, 
with some children 
living a five-kilometre walk away from 
their school. The schools are still 
administering tests to check students' 
progress and the marks are being 
collected. 

The Salvation Army in Warsaw, Poland, 
where schools have already been closed 
for two months, has stepped in to provide 
online classes. Stemming from an after-
s c h o o l  p r o g r a m m e  r u n  b y  t h e 
organisation, The Salvation Army was 
aware that many families making use of 
the scheme were in significant need. The 
after-school team is coaching young 
people in English Language lessons in 
preparedness for their national exams 
which are planned to take place as 
scheduled in June. As well as making 
academic provision, The Salvation Army's 
Praga Północ Corps is offering extra-
curricular activities in craft, music and 
sport, and has encouraged the children in 
the programme to send thank-you notes 
and pictures to local hospitals and police 
stations.

learning. While the practical aspects of the 
syllabus have had to be temporarily 
suspended, core subjects continue. Online 
content is continually being created, and 
plans are being developed for classes to 
operate more normally later in the year.

Howard Dalziel, Schools Director at The 
S a l v a t i o n  A r m y ' s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Headquarters, says: 'The COVID-19 
lockdown has presented an enormous 
challenge across the world as children with 
a huge variety of learning, social, physical 
and psychological needs have all been sent 
home .  Many  fam i l i e s  a re  fa c i ng 
unprecedented economic hardship, and 
those in rural, remote or urban deprived 
communities are often the first to lose any 
income and have least access to 
technology.

'We are looking to stay in touch with as 
many children as possible ... As we 
gradually leave lockdown we will continue 
to seek to ensure that children from poorer 
communities can have access to simple 
technology that will enable them to learn – 
whether at school or within the home.' 

IHQ Communications
International Headquarters
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Article

'
Now the real object for which the 
Salvation Army exists known to us all is 
- to save men. Not merely to civilize 

them. That will follow. Salvation is the 
shortest and surest cut to civilization. Not 
to educate them. That will follow also; 
and if it does not, men and women had 
better live good lives, and get into Heaven 
at last, than, with heads full of learning, 
whether secular or religious, finish up in 
Hell. Not merely to feed them, that is 
good, very good, so far as it goes. It is 
true in our social work we feed the 
starving and house the homeless, but it is 
only a step towards the purpose we wish 
to accomplish. The object is to save men 
from Sin and Hell. To bring them to God. 
To bring God to them. To build up the 
Kingdom of Heaven upon the earth. The 
end of the Salvation Army Officer is to 
convert men, to change their hearts and 
lives, and to make them good Saints and 
Soldiers of Jesus Christ.' (General William 
Booth – The Seven Spirit or 'What I teach 
my Officers').

So the Salvation Army as a church must 
not feel it must become like a secular 
world organisation to win or please the 
world, rather it should focus on the 
salvation of the souls. “…. Instead they 
took them before the city council. Paul 
and Silas have turned the rest of the 
world upside down, and now they are 
here disturbing the city, they shouted” 
(Act 17:6). Because the Spirit within 
General William & Catherine Booth and 
most of the Salvation Army pioneer in 
different countries are not afraid of 
prosecution and suffering, the Salvation 

'The Salvation Army is a church where the 
bodies of Christ the Salvationist who are 
fully integrated in the body of Christ come 
to worship, participate and contribute in 
service and mission. In order to steer this 
people of Christian faith – “we must know 
that there will be a climax in human 
history – when Jesus will return; but 
everything that we do must work towards 
that day'.(General Andre Cox). 

Army attained to 
t h i s  s t a n d a r d 
because of their 
s a c r i fi c i a l 
commi tment  in 
Christ from their 
adversaries. The 
Sa lvat ion Army 
Governance and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
focus should not be 
contoured within a personal confinement, 
but rather should be invested within a 
shared trust,  an express ion and 
understanding of the Love of Jesus Christ 
and His steadfast fellowship. Every 
International leaders since General 
William Booth said, ' the Salvation Army 
mission existence is solely to Preach the 
Gospel of Christ….’

The Indian context: Indian society since 
time immemorial has been prevalence a 
community of caste and class system, 
which is a social hierarchy, Brahmin, 
Ksatrya, Vaishya, Sudra and Dalit - 
untouchable. There are the highest, High, 
Middle, Lower and the very low 
(untouchable) classes. Which cannot be 
just routed out by Political parties or 
Government as it is an accepted norms 
within the bloodline. The Christians in 
India are comprises of mainly from the 
low and very low classes. Because of 
these types of indigenous culturist, it has 
a great deal even within our governance 
and administrations. The government 
may have legislated bill to abolish it, but 
as it is an accepted norms as the 
birthright, in reality it doesn't resulted in a 
great deal. So also are the cases even 
within the Churches, a low caste leader 
will not be revered by the high caste 
member. It used to be said there are also 
incidences among the Salvation Army 
which hampers the effectiveness of the 
mission as they stick to this stigma. 
Christianity pioneered by St.Thomas, a 
disciple of Jesus Christ has existed for 
more than 2000 years in India with only 
2.7% of the whole population till date. 
Which by virtue, means it doesn't make 

much impact and differences, which had to 
be seen according to the substantial to the 
reality of the superiority or betterment of 
Christianity in the mindset of the our 
Indian populace. As Indian culture has 
been prevalence even before the Bible or 
Christianity existed, how can the Salvation 
Army have better mission and improve our 
strategy in order to bring Christ within our 
whole nation?

Let us look into what our Lord Jesus said, 
when confronted with experts and 
teachers of law and also with religious 
leaders (Pharisees & Sadducees). The first 
and most important command is 'Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, and all your mind' and the second 
command is like the like the first: 'Love 
your neighbors as you love yourself.' - 
Matthew 22: 37 - 40

In th is t ime of unprecedent and 
uncertainty of what is going to happen and 
the coming of the Lord is at hand, we may 
not have wealth or gold to distribute, food 
or clothing to share and in order to bring 
changes in the heart and lives of others 
which is a mission entrusted upon to every 
believers, whatever status we may have, 
let us show the greatest thing within the 
universe which is named LOVE(1 Cor 
13:13). Be in our society, in our neighbor, 
in our communities, in order to prepare 
and face their judgement with peace and 
rest assure in Jesus the Lover of souls and 
saviour of humanity, let us act with the  
Love of God because Love for others is the 
need of this hour. 

LOVE FULFILLMENT 

Lieutenant Colonel  Zothanmawia
India Eastern Territory
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A
s we are going to celebrate the 
Father's Day on 21st June, it is the 
responsibility of human beings to 

celebrate and honour the fathers on this 
auspicious day. Being a father is a very 
great honour and at the same time it is a 
very heavy responsibility one should 
understand. God gave responsibility to 
raise their children in Godly way. Each 
father is expected to play these three 
important roles in the family. The father 
should give the image of God and being a 
role model to the children.

God fearing Father (Priestly role):  
Every father in the family should perform 
the priestly role. Making sure that their 
children are living holy life and knowing 
Jesus as their personal saviour. Job 1:4-
5, Job sons were very rich and used to 
hold the feast at each of their houses with 
their sisters. Soon after the feast ends Job 
made arrangement to purify each of his 
children. Early in the morning he used to 
sacrifice burnt offering thinking that their 
children might sinned and cursed God in 
their hearts. The present age fathers need 
to be knelt before God every day to ask 
God to protect their children from this 
digital world. Every child is carrying mobile 
phones with access of Internet. Corona 
Lock down has brought online studies to 
the school/college children, so every 
house is like red zone. If the parents are 
not careful to know what they are reading 
and watching, they will be infected with 
the virus of evil thoughts and it causes to 
physical and spiritual death. John 17: 15, 
Jesus prayed for the disciples saying 
that “My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that you 
protect from the evil one”. Ask God to 
protect our children from the evil one in 

D e u t e r o n o m y  6 : 6 - 9 ,  “ T h e s e 
commandments that I give you today are 
to be on your hearts. Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 
Tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. Write them 
on the doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates”. 

each area of their lives: spiritual, 
emotional, and physical.

Godly Father the Mentor of the 
Children: (Teacher Role) Today's world is 
being guided by Google. If anybody 
wanted to know anything immediately, 
they search in Google. In olden days if 
children get any doubt, they approach the 
mother if she knew answer fine otherwise 
refer to the father. So, fathers used to be 
the source of information. Though they 
have information they do not share as it is, 
they use the discretion and answer the 
Children.  In this busy world no time to the 
father to spend with the children. Working 
overtime in the offices, to provide best 
education and future. When they come 
home tired if anything children do wrong, 
they will burst on them. So, the Children 
are forced to seek the help of Google and it 
will provide the information without any 
discretion which so ever is available. They 
use the information. Children need 
discipline but do it in love as Colossians 
3:21 says “Fathers, do not embitter 
your children, or they will become 
discouraged”. Money is important to 
provide for material things, but do not miss 
your children's childhood and there is not 
second chance at childhood. Children will 
remember the quantity of time which we 
spent with them and the way you mentor. 

When Abraham was on the way to mount 
Moriah, Isaac asked the father where the 
Burnt Offering was. The father said Jehovah 
Jireh, the Lord will provide. As fathers we 
must teach our Children to look unto God 
and depend on Him for your day to day 
needs and teach them that God is the 
provider.

The image of a father nowadays is not 
always a good one. In this lock down we 
read much news in the newspaper own 
fathers attempted rapes on their own 
daughters. Many cases filed against them 
and arrested. Many children grow up 
without a father in the home, some of them 
have bad experience with them. It effected 
their childhood. Be a Role model to your 
sons, one day you see the fruits from your 
children.

Godly Father the leader of the Home: 
(Leadership Role) Every Home should 
have a leader who gives direction to its 
members. Joshua 24:15 When the 
Israelite community is confused 
between God and the world, Joshua as 
father declared whose so ever you 
worship but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Living 
God. In his time the  family is not Just 
father mother and children (Nuclear Family) 
But it is a big community. To make this bold 
statement he did not consult the members 
of his family as a father he has control over 
his family members. Leadership is not bed 
of roses. It involved many sacrifices and 
challenges. Your sons learn from the fathers 
how they treat elderly parents in the house, 
how he is respecting his wife, how he is 
delegating the work to the family members 
and how he connected with all other 
extended families.

Colonel John Kumar Dasari
National Executive Officer

India National Office, Kolkata

The Role of God-Fearing 

Father
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