
Waiting on the Lord 
 
Scripture:  Habbakkuk, 1:2 and 2:1 
 

“How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
 but you do not listen?” 

 
”I will stand at my watch 

and station myself on the ramparts; 
I will look to see what he will say to me, 

    and what answer I am to give to this complaint.” 
 

How long, O Lord?  How long?  Have you ever found yourself uttering those words?  I have. 

How long until this crisis is past?  How long until this injustice is reconciled?  How long until 

this contention is settled?  How long until this oppression is released?  How long until the 

doctor calls with the test results?  How long?  Since I’m already confessing, let me add, I’m 

not a patient waiter.  Perhaps it’s a tendency to be over caffeinated, or a nature that thrives on 

getting things done, waiting is not my specialty. 

 

Now I realize that waiting in itself is not a spiritual discipline, but waiting is essential in the 

practice of the disciplines of abstinence, and is necessary in prayer.  The word wait is a verb, 

meaning, “do nothing expecting something to happen,” or “to stay in one place or do nothing 

for a period of time until something happens or in the expectation or hope that something will 

happen.” 

 
Tucked in the Minor Prophets, we find the Book of Habakkuk, which is among the prophetic 

writings, but is in truth a prayer.  It is a dialogue between the prophet and God, in which 

Habakkuk cries out to God in moral outrage over his struggle with the rampant injustice and 

evil in his society.  At some point in our lives, we may all wrestle between the tension of what 

is and what ought to be.  When we see injustice, evil, and immorality it causes us to ask, 

why?  It seems, at times, the wicked go unpunished and the righteous unrewarded. 

 

Habakkuk had questions about where his world was going, and overwhelmed by 

circumstances outside of his control, he cries out in anger, helplessness and frustration.  

Have you ever found yourself in this place?  Habakkuk doesn’t blame God, but argues with 

God openly and honestly in his passionate search for the ways of God in the world.   

 

The answer that Habakkuk received was not what perhaps he expected or wanted to hear, for 

the cure was worse than the disease.  The Lord God responds by telling him that those who 

are appointed to execute judgment are themselves even more cruel and treacherous.  Yet, at 

this pivotal moment, the Prophet demonstrates faith and trust, affirming that God is eternal, 

loving and sovereign.   

 



Then Habakkuk does something amazing, whether literal or figurative, he stands watch on the 

ramparts, a place where he can see and be seen.  He waits in a position of expectancy, and 

displays faith.  When the Lord spoke, he responded in obedience.  The world in which 

Habakkuk lived, was destroyed by the Babylonians just a few short years later.  The Prophet 

lived in the knowledge and assurance that God answers our cries, and desires to make 

Himself known to us. 

 

Habakkuk’s concluding words declare, “yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 

Savior.  The Sovereign Lord is my strength. . .” 3:18-19a 

 

What kind of a waiter are you?  Do you wait patiently, expectantly, with hope and faith?  Do 

you worry, rush ahead, become annoyed, take matters into your own hands? 

 

The Scriptures are clear on the virtue and value of waiting; 

 

But those who wait on the LORD 
Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint. 
Isaiah 40:31, (NKJV) 

 
Whether you are waiting on an answer to prayer, or waiting in the practice of a spiritual 

disciple to again experience the transforming touch of the Master, keep at it, “do nothing 

expecting something to happen,” and “to stay in one place or do nothing for a period of time 

until something happens or in the expectation or hope that something will happen.”  

Something will happen. 

 

God hears our cries, “Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”  
Isaiah 65:24 (NIV), and He desires to be known, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 
great and unsearchable things you do not know.”  Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)  
 
Do you regularly put yourself in a position to hear from God?  He is not silent; he loves us and 
has a plan for each of us.  The best answer ever given is Christ.  Together, we wait in joyful 
hope, for He is coming again. 
 
“This waiting patiently for the Lord is the way to His secret places of joy and communion.  It 
lifts the soul up to the heights where, by His love, the arrows of fear and envy cannot strike 
us, where sin loses it power to weigh down our spirits and where the devil himself cannot 
disturb our peace.”  Bramwell Booth 

 
 

Lieut. Colonel Cheryl Maynor 
Ambassador for Prayer and Spiritual Formation  

USA Eastern Territory 
 



Foster, Richard.  Celebration of Discipline.  New York: Harper Collins, 1978. 
 
McComiskey, Thomas Edward. Minor Prophets, The: An Exegetical and Expository 
Commentary.  Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Publishing Group, 2009. 
 
Satterlee, Allen. Notable Quotables.  Atlanta, GA:  The Salvation Army, 1985. 

 

The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VII.  Nashville, TN: Abington Press, 1996. 

 

 

     


