
We affirm that the family plays a central role in passing on the faith. 
We also recognise that families everywhere are subject to dysfunction 
and disintegration in an increasingly urbanised world in which 
depersonalisation, insignificance, loneliness and alienation are 
widespread. We believe that in the home where Christ’s Lordship is 
acknowledged, and the family is trained in God’s word, a spiritually 
enriching and strengthening environment is provided.  

WE call Salvationists worldwide to restore the family to its central 

position in passing on the faith, to generate resources to help 

parents grow together in faithful love and to lead their children into 

wholeness, with hearts on fire for God and his mission. 

‘THE family faces inward to the individual and outward to society. It 
has enormous potential, including that of life itself, and it is not 

surprising that, when it becomes disordered, it possesses an equal 
potential for terrible destruction.’ Dr Robin Skynner  

 
 
Social Changes Affecting Family Life  
• general decline in the birth rate 
• Improved health standards – vast increase in the proportion of 

elderly people  

• liberalisation of laws on abortion and the availability of 
contraception resulted in more children being born outside marriage  

• proportion of couples living together rather than marrying rising the 
divorce rate growing 

• impact of organised religion steadily declined  
• growing acceptance and tolerance of alternative sexual lifestyles  
 
 
• Family remains a symbol of hope in our world  

• Basic regenerative and nurturing unit of society 



Dr Martin Luther King  
• ‘Family life not only educates in general, but its quality ultimately 

determines the individual’s capacity to love. The institution of the 
family is decisive in determining not only if a person has the capacity 
to love another individual, but in the larger social sense, whether he 
is capable of loving his fellow men collectively. The whole of society 
rests on this foundation, for stability, understanding and social 
peace.’ 

 
The Commission 

•Calls on Salvationists worldwide to acknowledge the seriousness of 
the situation and, as far as possible, to restore the family to its central 
position in life, especially in passing on the faith. 

• Grace at meal times, family prayers, shared worship on Sundays and 
a social life based within a Christian fellowship all have a positive 
influence. 

• Encouraging the provision of resources to help parents grow 
together in faithful love, and lead their children into wholeness and 
holiness, with hearts on fire for God and his mission.  

 
Family Commitment 
• Families need fidelity and commitment from husband and wife if 

they are to survive and function successfully.  
• Higher degree of commitment is required if those who have 

become marginalised by society are to find their place again within 
society and the family of God.  

• The Salvation Army is frequently complimented on its social services 
and community work. Those having a tough time in life can be put 

back on their feet by the Army’s service and ministry, but the 
question as to how adequately each corps ministers to the needs of 
people who feel depersonalised, lonely, insignificant or alienated 
may be a very different matter. 

 
The Call is in effect for every corps to show it is part of the  

all-embracing family of God.  



Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture to consider: 

Mark 10:13-16 

Galatians 6:10 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 

James 2:14-18 

1 John 3:16-20  

1 John 5:1-4 

 3 John 4 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

1. In what ways do we give quality time to the essential needs 

(physical and spiritual) of our families? 

2. How can families be helped to identify with faithful love and 

holy living? 

3. How adequately is our corps ministering to the needs of people 

who feel depersonalised, lonely, insignificant or alienated? 

4. How does our corps reflect in practice the family of God? 


