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The National Ofce extends its 
heartfelt wishes to all the readers a 

“Let joy and festivities of this Christmas radiate Gods' love in 
your lives with joy and jubilation unforgettable”.

I John 1:14

“And the WORD became esh 

and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory...”

!!!Blessed 
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Editorial

R
ecently, the National Office had a farewell party on the farewell of our 
departing leaders at Barbeque Nation, Kolkata. I was much attracted 
to see their advertisement outside their restaurant with the caption - 

There's enough 'ROOM'. While we were entering into the restaurant, I and 
my husband were discussing on their caption, where my husband was 
making fun that they had enough room, for there were no customers due to 
Corona.  Contrary to this, many times, we may have faced similar situation 
saying that there was no space or, it might have been full. When it came time 
for Mary to deliver the baby, the Gospel of Luke says, "she wrapped him in 
cloth and laid him in a corn crib, as there was no room in the guest room." 
If we look the facts, obviously there is no room for Jesus in the present 
world. 

Ø Commercially: Our World has become so secularized, and so 

materialistic. Many stores no longer use the word "Christmas" in their 
advertisements during this time of the year, because they don't want to 
offend the atheists, the adherents of Eastern religions, or the members 
of the various cults, they just use “Happy Holidays” or X-Mas. 

Ø  Educationally: We can recollect some time back, how Jesus was 

portrayed in textbooks misleading people with wrong information. 

Ø  Politically: Recently I have read that in US, extreme left-wing liberal 

organizations are constantly protesting nativity scenes being placed on 
public property, and against any mention of "Christmas" or "Christ" in 
the public square. In India people hesitate to express their faith in 
Christ for personal benefits.

Ø Personally:  Sad part of the fact is, the so-called Christians also do 

not have the room for Christ, as they were only trying to enjoy the 
festival by shopping, enjoying food or spending time in fun. There is no 
conviction of personal Salvation of why Jesus came into this world, to 
many those claim to be 'Christians'.

The birth of Jesus Christ flips this script.  It proclaims the good news of great 
joy for all the people.  No one is left out in the cold or in problems, nor is 
anyone left out as Jesus grows up and purposefully reaches out to those 
who have been left out: the women, the children, the stranger, the sick, the 
poor, even the despised tax collector.  There is enough.  There is room for us 
all.  Moreover, Jesus in John 14: 2 - is proclaiming the truth that he has got 
enough room for everyone (There is more than enough room in my Father's 
home). He is inviting every person to come to him, so that they may find 
peace in their lives. He is assuring everyone a fulness of life and a life that 
never ends. He is promising everybody, that with him alone, there is a true 
happiness. It is my prayer and wish that through this Christmas, our friends 
and readers find fulness of life by enjoying the space being provided by Lord 
Jesus Christ.

You will be certainly be encouraged to read various articles on this joyful 
occasion and the true spiritual meaning of 
celebrating Christmas. The General's message 
would be a great enhancement to our faith, 
leading to understand Jesus thoroughly. May 
this good news bring cheer and happiness to 
you and yours as you celebrate this life 
changing moment.

There's enough 'ROOM' A People of  Peace
General Brian Peddle

Behold, I bring you good tidings of  great Joy
Major C. J. Bennymon, ISWT

Christmas Reconciliation
Colonel Vanlalfela, TC, IWT

Incomparable Gift
Commissioner Lalzamlova
Territorial Commander, IET

The Theology of  Christmas
Major Samson Macwan, INO

Christ - The Anointed
Lt. Colonel B. Annamani, ICT

Jesus All that you need
Commissioner Suresh Pawar
International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ-London

Colour Chart
      Nativity Word Scramble

That, His Own Time
Major Babu Samraj, ISET

Spiritual Insights in Jesus’ Life
Rev. Dr. N. L. Victor, ICT

Christmas and True meaning for our Personal Lives
Lieut. Colonel Rajam Daniel
TSWM, INT

Kids Corner

Women Focus

Bible Study

International day of  Girl Child
Nagercoil Division, ISET

‘The Greatest gift of  all’
Colonel Lalhlimpuii
Secretary for Women’s Development
India National Office

Highly Favoured
Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari
TPWM, ISET

Tree of  Life
Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson
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General’s Christmas Message

T
HE year 2020 has been unique, 
interesting and challenging. We 
have lived through a global 

pandemic, the ramifications of which 
continue to impact our lives. We have 
witnessed the best of humanity as 
communities came together and 
helped to care for the vulnerable and 
those who needed to shield. We have 
seen the worst of humanity as racism 
cost lives and led to violent protests by 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  f r o m  v a r y i n g 
viewpoints. All of this has combined to 
both exhilarate and exhaust us 
throughout this year.

It is into our messed-up, complex, 
eve r - chang ing ,  unce r ta in  and 
perplexing world that Jesus comes as 
the Prince of Peace. Jesus was familiar 
with prejudice, oppressive political 
regimes, institutionalised religion and 
suffering. So, although the man Jesus 
lived 2,000 years ago, his words still 
have relevance because he, as the Son 
of God, has an eternal perspective.

So, what did Jesus teach us about 
peace? In the Sermon on the Mount, as 
he began his teaching ministry, Jesus 
said: 'Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God' 
(Matthew 5:9). Then, in preparing his 

This is the same Jesus who spoke to the 
wind and waves, saying, 'Peace, be 
still!' (Mark 4:39 King James Version). 
To the woman who anointed his feet at 
Simon's house, Jesus said, 'Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace' (Luke 
7:50). After explaining many things to 
his disciples, Jesus said, 'I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world' (John 16:33).

If Jesus was so intent on sharing the 
peace of God with others, we must do 
the same, but we cannot share with 

Peace distinguishes the earthly 
existence of Jesus. In announcing his 
birth, the angels declared, 'Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom his favour 
rests' (Luke 2:14). As Jesus appeared to 
his followers after the Resurrection he 
would declare: 'Peace be with you!' 
(John 20:21).

disciples for his departure and the 
arrival of the promised Holy Spirit, Jesus 
says: 'Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid' (John 
14:27).

others what we do not first have for 
ourselves. Consequently, we need to 
ensure we are living in relationship with 
God and receive his peace that is beyond 
our understanding, yet which keeps our 
hearts and minds secure in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:7). It is from this position 
of peace, of keeping our focus upon God 
(Isaiah 26:3), that we are able to 
experience the peace of God in the 
storms of life and share that peace with 
others. We are called children of God 
when we are peacemakers, peace-
bringers and peacebuilders because we 
share the very essence and nature of 
God with others.

So, in this Advent season and beyond, let 
us be people of peace. May our very 
presence bring peace into rooms, 
situations and lives because we are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. May our words 
be words of peace because we share the 
words of God. Wherever you are and 
whatever situation you find yourself in, 
may you experience the peace of God 
today.

Except where mentioned otherwise, 
Scripture quotations are from the New 
International Version

General Brian Peddle 

A  People of A  People of A  People of 

 PEACE PEACE PEACE

The War Cry   December ����



International Secretary’s Christmas Message

Isaiah gives a very powerful 
description of the birth of Jesus 
Christ. This is what he wrote, 
“For to us a child is born, to us a 

son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will 

be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace”. (Isaiah 9:6). Fourfold purpose of God 
for sending to us his only begotten Son. 

Wonderful Counselor: 

I
 wish all the War Cry readers a very happy 
and blessed Christmas and the New Year. The 
nations around this year have been going 

through unusual situation, as the COIVD 19 – 
CORONA has been  affecting all of us in various 
ways. Uncertainty of life  has brought fear in 

every level of our society.   But in midst of all 
we aware that we are in need of God, , 

who intervenes in times of human 
needs.  Christmas brings this 

message even in such situation. 
As you prepare and celebrate 
Christmas festival, find some 
quiet moment to know and 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e 

Christmas  means to you.

God is the creator of the universe and everything it 
contains. He created us in his image. By disobedience 

we had sinned against God and 
have fall short to His 

glory. Our s in 
brings spiritual 
d e a t h , 
separating us 
from God who is 

H o l y .  J e s u s 
reconciles us with 

our creator God. Bible 
s a y s ,  “ G o d  w a s 

reconciling the world to 

Jesus 
Mighty God:

Come to him with all the questions of your life and He will counsel 
your soul. Why should we depend on the worldly sources that 
cannot protect at all?  Turn to Jesus, he is mighty to save. Word of 
God promises us, “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or 
tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with 
you. He will not fail you or forsake you” (Deut. 31:6). In Jesus 
we find great happiness and strength.  He is mighty to save and 
rescue us from our troubles and fears. In Him we find the love of 
our everlasting Father. He is the source of our inner peace. Jesus 
all that you need. 

Everlasting Father:

In Jesus, God the Father has revealed himself to us. Jesus said, 
'Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me', I and 
the Father are one' (John 14: 11, John 10:30).  By knowing 
Jesus, we come to know the Everlasting Father, who loves and 
cares for us.

At the birth of our Saviour, the Angles sang the heavenly song, 
“Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace among men 
with whom He is pleased” (Luke 2: 14). Jesus has promised us 
the peace that is divine, which takes away our fears and calms 
down our troubled heart (John 14 27). He is the son of God came 
into our midst as Prince of Peace.

Sin separates us from the presence of God. Satan rules over our 
lives with fear and deceit.  During the Birth of Jesus, Angels 
appeared with the messages telling us that 'Jesus will save his 
people from their sin', 'He will be called Emmanuel' & 'Fear not – 
Savior is born'.  (Matthew 1:18 – 25, Luke 2 8 -14).  Isaiah's 
prophecy did come to pass, for in Jesus we are brought to God 
who is mighty in power. He is able to save us and free us from the 
bondage of Satan. 

Himself through Christ...” (2 Corinthians 5: 19).  This Christmas 
you need to  see, Jesus the  wonderful counselor. 

Prince of Peace: 

All that You NeedAll that You Need
Commissioner Suresh Pawar Commissioner Suresh Pawar 

International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ-LondonInternational Secretary, South Asia, IHQ-London
Commissioner Suresh Pawar 

International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ-London
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Gift, unless accepted by the one who is to 
receive, is incomplete and could hardly be 
counted as a gift. This heavenly gift is 
intended for all, regardless of position, 
education, status, caste, creed, colour or 
religion. People around the world do send 
greetings of goodwill and blessings on 
Christmas eve. Human gesture of good 
will as such, shows and prove how the 
world understand the message of 
Christmas, this indeed is not worthy. 
However, the true content of this special 
gift is unfortunately and sadly often 
remain unwrapped or yet to be unveiled.

No doubt the joy, merriment and 
celebration of Christmas touched the 
whole world and people of different faiths 
join us in this universal celebration every 
year. However, the depth and actual gift 
more than often is left unwrapped. As 
soon as the season is over it faded away 
with the decorations. But for those who 
unpack the true gift it enfolds for them at 
least three things that remains:

Life at its best: An encounter with Jesus 

C
hristmas begin with the arrival of 
God's incomparable gifts of His 
only son Jesus Christ on earth. It is 

the occasion we cherish the joy of 
receiving a gift from God. The purpose of 
this gift is - “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NIV).

Complete Joy- If it were possible to 
have our hearts and mind filled with joy 
who would not want to have it? It is 
surprising that when there is such gift 
available free for all yet very few have the 
will to grasp it for themselves. When this 
incomparable gift of God is accepted joy 
flooded into the heart of those who are 
willing to receive, open and cherish it. 
Even in the hardest and most challenging 
time of life they can face it with optimism. 
Circumstances and what we physically 
face are overcome due to the joy deep in 

always resulted with a change for the 
better. Yes, indeed for the best possible 
way. Apostle Paul who was one of the 
ardent persecutors of believers of his time 
(Acts 9:1-4) became the most zealous 
and earnest evangelist willing to risk his 
own life for Christ's sake (Acts 15:26-27,) 
is a good example of a person whose life is 
changed for the better, for the best in fact. 
From my personal experiences I can 
boldly share, had I not received the gift of 
God and unwrap it, I dare not think of how 
my entire life would have been. As I look 
back and reflect the past, I never regret 
choosing to accept this gift of God, Jesus 
Christ as my King, and saviour. The things 
I valued totally changed, I can vouch my 
life was tuned in and changed for the very 
best for everything. Since Jesus came into 
my heart and reside, everything has 
changed. The old leaves in my life all 
discarded a new leaf, filled with Christ love 
open. My life becomes worthwhile. 
Hallelujah!!!

the heart. Nothing can alter the joy that 
fills us which originated from the Lord our 
God. Lord Jesus affirmed this “I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete.” John 
15:11 (NIV). Our Lord is willing to fill us 
with complete joy. Do receive joy complete 
by unpacking the incomparable gift from 
God.

Eternal life: Most of us want long life. 
Long life is counted as blessing. Life gives 
meaning to all things. The gift of God in the 
new-born King we are promised with 
eternal life. Apostle John wrote “And this 
is what he promised us—eternal life.” 1 
John 2:25 (NIV). The promise of eternal 
life surely makes this gift incomparable. 
Truly those who come to a loving 
relationship with Christ who came as God's 
gift have the blessing of eternal life-the 
fullness of life.

One wonder why people do not unwrap 
this incomparable gift of God. The 
Christmas gift you received this year 
maybe a beautiful and nice one, do care to 
take time to unravel and unwrap the direct, 
incomparable gift from God, Lord Jesus the 
new-born King. If you do, you shall 
experience not only the season and 
celebration but the living God Himself. This 
shall let you to experience and enable you 
to enjoy Christmas, in the truest sense, 
each day of the year. Do accept the 
incomparable gift of God.

Article

INCOMPARABLE 

Gift
Commissioner Lalzamlova 
Territorial Commander 
India Eastern Territory
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Article

My wife and I wish you all a very happy and meaningful 
Christmas. God bless you all.

Why Christmas is so valuable for us? Because this is the day 
that God himself descended to this world. Why God came to 
this world? He came to this world to save us from our sins and 
to give us eternal life. 

I
 should say the central message of Christmas is 
'Reconciliation'. The reconciliation between God and man 
was happened not because of the effort of man but 

because of the love of God. 

So, Christmas is a happy day, worth to celebrate. Christmas is 
a meaningful day, the time to learn more about the love of 
God. The sacrificial love, an un-conditional love and endless 
love of God. Christmas is the time to experience and to 
practice freedom from sins, evil command bad things. This is 
the day to announce forgiveness to others.

What good news to hear that God reconciled with you! The 
reconciliation process should not be stopped or stagnated 
with in you. It must go out and reach to others, through this 
you can be a blessing to others in this festive season by 
practicing the principle of reconciliation.

RECONCILIATION

Colonel Vanlalfela
Territorial Commander
India Western Territory

Here then it echoes and beckon;

W
hat could resist one from being acquire and enjoy joy and 
peace if it is available in free of cost?  How much we long for; 
as we live in such a troublesome world of uncertainty, for 

tranquillity and sense joy and calmness in our inner being? Actually we 
could sense somebody within us is searching for and attentive for a nod 
or a piece of voice of hope and delight from any corner of this universe, 
isn't it? A sacred space to find soul rest, a presence that release intrinsic 
delight. 

“Do not be afraid, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all (irrespective of situation or status) people;” 
accompanied by, the charming sweet melodies and, “a Saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” 

As it is the fact that it is neither gained by hard work nor by the religious 
life but of grace! The shepherds and wise men were guided by. They 
were just being followed.  Now there is the promised presence of God 
the Holy Spirit with us to lead and guide to the heart and soul of 
Christmas. He will lead us to Christ; the delight of God the Father, to 
baptise and dwell in us. He will transform us into His glorious nature. 
And He will make known to us the path of life and enable us to enjoy the 
fullness of joy in His presence and everlasting pleasures of His right 
hand side!  Along with Jesus, the treasure of heaven is inherent to us. 
Then what could provide us more joy than to find Jesus, Christ the Lord! 

But in our personal experience, how long will it take us to reach there? 
Or is the Christmas too far to embrace?  How many Christmas has to be 
covered to sense the proclaimed joy and the Saviour? Did we have ever 
asked to anyone or to ourselves that “...when you have found..., bring 
me a word again, that I too can come and ...”?  This question was 
originally asked, as per the bible, by King Herod. But unfortunately 
during his life time he could not find or enjoy the glorious experience of 
Christmas acclaimed. Does the problem is with the attitude or the 
intension behind then?

Doesn't it trickles into our hearts and sprouts out hope of an 
overwhelming joy and incredible serenity of bliss? The shepherds, wise 
men and many more in the later parts of Christmas story testify it. 

What we really want for or searching for? If we search too much on the 
peripheral surroundings of Christmas, or the traditional customs and 
observation of it, there are chances to lure us away and be hijacked.  
And the main danger of it could be that it stops us from going into the 
soul of Christmas but to wander around the celebrations or scholarly 
researches.  This is one of the classical tactics of Satan to deceive the 
people. Does it mean that our search for knowledge and reason are 
wrong? Never, but the question is whether we could achieve with it 
what we longed for.

Leaving behind the egos and prejudice, that hardens our heart and 
stumbling blocks enjoy real joy and happiness 
of life, let us humble ourselves and lead life in 
tune with the will of God and are filled with and 
overflow His Spirit to enjoy the beauty of life its 
fullness. 

Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great Joy

Major C. J. Bennymon
Territorial Auditor
India South Western Territory
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Women Focus

F
avoritism or Nepotism always 
play a big role in the lives of 
people to equip, empower for a 

special task. In the process of 
achievement, the person might 
experience many bitter events. Mary 
the  v i rg in  whom we a re  now 
considering also passed through many 
bitter experiences to do the will of God. 
Mary was a humble village girl, who 
become the “Mother of the Lord” and 
got praised “Blessed among Women.” 
What made God to choose and show 
favor on her? 

1st Samuel 16:7 says Man looks at the 
outward appearance, but Lord looks at 
the heart. God recognized her spiritual 
fitness and chose her to bring Holy and 
Devine Child. Angel Gabriel announced 
to the virgin Mary that she was 
to bring forth a son called 
Jesus. Angel of the Lord 
said, “Greetings to you 
w h o  a r e  H i g h l y 
favored, the Lord is 
with you.” Mary 
willingly and quietly 
yielded her spirit 
and body and said 
“ B e h o l d  t h e 
handmaid of the Lord 
b e  i t  u n t o  m e 
according to thy word. 
The Holy Spirit by His 
gentle operation took deity and 
humanity and fused them to gather and 
formed the love knot between our 
Lord's two natures. Doctrine 4 says “We 
believe that in the person of Jesus 
Christ the Devine and Human nature 
are united, so that He is truly and 
properly God and truly and properly 
Man”. She submitted to the father's will 

Her Soul glorifies the 
Lord - In verse 46, 
Mary was expressing 
her thankfulness to God.  She glorifies 
the Lord in every situation with humble 
heart.  Her humbleness and obedience 
brought a trait that she became more 
habitual. Psalmist says Praise the Lord 
my soul, all in most being, Praise His 
Holy name and forget not all His 
benefits”. Our works, our deeds, our life 
should bring glory to Him alone.

Her  Humbleness  made God to 
mindful(V48):  One of the chorus as per 

Her Soul Rejoices in God & 
Saviour (V47): The Spirt 

which is in us, belong 
to God and this spirit 
should rejoice day 
and night in God 
alone but not in the 
worldly pleasures.  
Romans 8: 9 & 14 
says “You are not in 

the realm of flesh but 
are in the realm of 

Spirit. The Spirit of God 
lives in you. If any one 

does not have the spirit of 
Christ, they do not belong to Christ. The 
Spirit gives life to us. Whoever led by 
the spirit of God are the children of God. 
The Spirit Himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God's Children”.

We may adopt her 
spiritual fitness from 
her prayer highlighted 
in Luke 1:46-48.

as the channel of the 
incarnation.

The extreme exemplary and role model 
life of Mary, need to be espoused by all 
the Christian women, which is not 
glorifying in her material deeds, but she 
exhibited virginal modesty becoming the 
maid.  Her loyalty mold her to become 
the mother of the Saviour of mankind.  
Let us cultivate the qualities of the Mary 
who was highly favored by God. 

Luke 14:11 says “Humble thyself in the 
sight of the Lord and he shall lift you up, 
Higher and He shall lift you up, Higher 
and Higher, He shall lift you up. 
Humbleness always brings blessings into 
our own self. 

Psalmist says 34:15 The eyes of the Lord 
are on the righteous and His ears are 
attentive to their cry. The Lord heard 
humble cry of the Mary and mindful of 
her righteous deeds. Lord looks down 
from Heaven and sees all mankind from 
his dwelling place, he watches all who 
live on earth. Luke 1:28 says “Blessed art 
thou among women” Tough she was 
poor she occupied highest place among 
all the women.

Highly Highly Highly Favoured

Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari
Territorial President of Women’s Ministries

India South-Eastern Territory

Greetings, 

you who are 

highly 

favoured! 

“The Lord is 

with you”

7The War Cry   December ����



News

Regd. No. 69291/1997
December 2020

Volume: 21  Number: 12

email: national@inn.salvationarmy.org
           editorial@inn.salvationarmy.org

: Publisher
: National Executive Officer
: Editor, Education Secretary
  & Secretary for Youth & Children

: Designer

Colonel Lalhmingliana
Colonel Lalhmingliana
Captain Latha Cheeli

Mr. Buddha Dev Bramhachary

The day was specially set apart for 
the girls of Nagercoil Division who 
were assembled at Kunnuvilai 
where the stage for the celebration  
was special ly  prepared by 
Captains Asir Paul raj & Shaylin 
Sheba, Corps Officers of Kunnuvilai 
Corps with the support of their men 
and women local officers. 

Major Santhi Babu, DDWM and 
Mrs. Lissa Messiah were the 
facilitators of the sessions. After 
the formal welcome to the guests, 
DDWM explained the purpose of 
the gathering. Mrs. Lissa took the 
session to encourage the girls. She 
m o t i v a t e d  t h e m  b y  h e r 
presentation titled, “Be Bold” and 
she also gave the knowledge about 
various challenges, which girls are 
facing in the present society. 

N
agercoil Division in India 
South Eastern Territory was 
observed the International 

Day of Girl Child on Sunday evening 
11 October 2020 at Kunnuvilai 
Corps Prayer Hall. Major Hema 
Latha Ranjith, Divisional Women's 
Development Officer took the lead 
o f  t h i s  p rog ram,  w i t h  he r 
introductory words.

DDWM encouraged the girls by 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s , 
opportunities, and strengths of the 
girls which prevails at her home 
and society she lives in. Also, she 
m o t i v a t e d  t h e  g i r l s  b y 

There were 107 girls attended 
and benefited through this 
program many adult women were 
also witnessed the day. While 
Major Alwi Evangeline, DLMS, 
Nagercoil. was invited the girls by 
leading a song, many girls 
dedicated their lives at the Mercy 
Seat. All the participants were fed 
and honoured by the local leaders 
of Kunnuvilai Corps. The program 
was concluded with the blessings 
of  Major  S.  Babu Samraj , 
Divisional Commander. Women 
O ffi c e r s  f r o m  D i v i s i o n a l 
Headquarters, and all the women 
officers across the division made 
this day happy. 

demonstrating the story of Esther 
from the Bible. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF GIRL CHILD
NAGERCOIL DIVISION - ISET

Major Hema Latha
Divisional Women's Development Officer

Nagercoil Division
India South Eastern Territory 
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I am so much overwhelmed to read 
Colossians 1:15-20, which depicts Jesus' 
divine nature and underscores the truths 
that make Christmas truly wonderful. Paul 
was writing to the Christians at Colossae. 
The city was under the influence of what 
came to be known as Gnosticism. They felt 
that God could not be the creator of the 
physical universe, because if God made 
matter, He would be responsible for evil. 
And they taught that God could never 
become a man, because as a man He 

I am uncertain anyone can ever fathom 
what it means for God to be born in a 
manger. For nearly 2,000 years, debate 
has been raging about who Jesus really is. 
Cults and skeptics have offered various 
explanations. They will say He is one of 
many gods, a created being, a high angel, 
a good teacher, a prophet, and so on. The 
common thread of all such theories fully 
i n vo l ved  due  t o  c omme r c i a l  o r 
preoccupied mindset is that they make 
Jesus less than God and tried to focus as 
celebrity. But the biblical evidence is 
overwhelming that this child in the manger 
was the incarnation of God.

I
t was a winter evening just before 
Christmas, entire Sarojini Market, New 
Delhi was full of people came for 

shopping, and all of them were so busy 
with their kids or spouses fully focused on 
shopping to celebrate Christmas. The shop 
keepers were trying to please with 
'discounts & offers', and some were trying 
to attract with their 'business tricks'. 
Everybody was engaged in their own 
interests and pursuits. Having seen this 
busy crowd, I just set my thoughts on how 
the commercial world is changing the true 
meaning of Christmas.  Christmas is not 
about the Saviour's infancy; it is about His 
deity. The humble birth of Jesus Christ was 
never intended to conceal the reality that 
God was being born into the world. But the 
modern world's version of Christmas does 
just that. And consequently, for the 
greater part of humanity it is very hard to 
find legitimate meaning for the Christmas.

Christmas  

Ironically, some of the cults that deny 
Jesus' deity try to use Colossians 1:15 20 to 
support their view. They suggest, for 
example, that the phrase "the image of the 
invisible God" (v. 15) hints that Jesus was 
merely a created being who bore the image 
of God in the same sense as all humanity. 
Scriptures (John 1:18; 5:37; 1 Timothy 
1:17; and Colossians 1:15) repeatedly says 
that God is invisible. But through Christ the 
invisible God has been made visible. God's 
full likeness is revealed in Him.

In Colossians 1:15 Paul says Jesus is "the 
first born of all creation." Those who reject 
the deity of Christ have made much of that 
phrase, assuming it means Jesus was a 
created being. But the word translated 
"first born" describes Jesus' rank, not His 
origin. The first-born in a Hebrew family 

would have to dwell in a body made of evil 
matter. The apostle Paul refuted that same 
heresy when he wrote, "By Him all things 
were created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created 
by Him and for Him" (1:16). He specifically 
affirmed that Jesus is God in the flesh--the 
Creator of everything.

was the heir, the ranking one, the one who 
had the right of inheritance. And in a royal 
family, he had the right to rule. So, Christ is 
the One who inherits all creation and the 
right to rule over it. It does not mean He 
was born first in order, for He was not. God 
has appointed His Son "heir of all things." 
He is the primary One, the Son who has the 
right to the inheritance, the ranking Person, 
the Lord of all, heir of all creation.

Hebrews 1:2 also identifies Christ as the 
Creator. Christ was the Person of the Trinity 
through whom the world was made and for 
whom it was fashioned.

My dear friends, what does Christmas mean 
to you?  God humbled himself and became 
a baby. “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth” (John 1). 
Have you found him? Have you embraced 
him? Have you given him your heart?  At 
Christmas we remember that Jesus 
reconciled all of us with God. In Jesus Christ 
God showed his face. He revealed his heart 
of love. And he is forever for us in Christ, 
who is called “Immanuel” — God with us. 
May this Christmas bring a new face of 
makeover in your personal life, as you truly 
understand and recognize the birth of Jesus 
in your personal life.

True Meaning for our Personal Lives
Lieut Colonel Rajam Daniel

Territorial Secretary for Women's Ministries, India Northern Territory

and

Article
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The Bible says, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit” Matthew 5:3 and “... beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news” Romans 
10:15. To preach the good news, spirit 
anointment is essential so that Jesus 
declared the spirit of the Lord is upon me to 
preach the good news.

G
od loved humankind with much 
affection and hence the Father has 
sent his begotten Son “Jesus Christ” 

on this earth in the form of flesh for a greater 
purpose through the womb of Virgin Mary. 
God anointed Jesus Christ with a special 
Mission - Jesus means “Saviour” and Christ 
means “anointed”. 

In the Bible, Jesus spoke about the 
mission he was anointed for: “The spirit 
of the Lord is on me because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to release the oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.” 
Luke 4:18 - 19. Let us look into this word and 
understand the purpose of Christmas. 
 
1. Christ was anointed to preach good 
news to the poor

When Jesus was taking baptism at the River 
Jordan, the Holy Spirit rested on him in the 
form of the Dove after that he started to 
preach the first message in his ministry is 
“After John was put in prison, Jesus went 
into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. “The time has come,” he said, “The 
kingdom of God is near repent and believe 
that good news” Mark 1: 14,15. 

Jesus taught many parables about Kingdom 
of the God - “The kingdom of God is like a 
man who casts seed upon soil” Mark 4: 26 – 
29, “The  kingdom of the God is like a 
treasure hidden in the field” Matthew 13: 
44- 46, “The kingdom of God is like a 
mustard seed” Mark 4: 30-34.   The truth 
out of these is “Change”; God wants change 
to take place in our heart. “I tell you the 

Many of us having eyes but spiritually blind. 
Let us see the Bible “The god of this age has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel that 
displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.” 2 Corinthians 4:4 

Many of us suffering with physical illness, 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” Romans 3:23 “I tell you the truth, 
everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” John 
8:34 “Everyone who sins breaks the law.” 1 
John 3:4. These verses clearly telling every 
person caught by sin in this World and was in 
prison. We have forgotten God's law, 
following evil desires and no spiritual 
freedom. To release us from sin the anointed 
Christ came to this World. “She will give birth 
to a son; he will save his people from their 
sins.” Matthew 1:21. Therefore, Christ came 
to give freedom for the prisoners. 

3. Christ was anointed to recover the 
sight for the blind

2. Christ was anointed to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners

truth, unless you change and become like 
little children you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven” Matthew 18: 3

There are many who are unable to see God 
even though they have eyes this is spiritual 
blindness  make them blind to see God's love 
and deeds. They do not follow truth and 
righteousness and they turn towards worldly 
pleasures ignoring goodness. The bible says 
“But anyone who hates a brother or sister is 
in the darkness and walks around in the 
darkness. They do not know where they are 
going, because the darkness has blinded 
them” 1 John 2:11. Jesus came to this world 
to heal the blind and give sigh every one of us 
to see him.  To read word of God and to 
understand his plans towards us we need 
spiritual eyes. Let our eyes will open to look 
unto God.  

4. Christ was anointed to release 
oppressed May God bless you all.  

struggling due to personal and family 
problems and unable to meet social and 
economic needs. David was praying like this 
“Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why is it so 
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, 
for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my 
God.” Psalm 42: 5. Christ came to release us 
from temptations, shamefulness, guiltiness, 
discouragements and disappointments. Do 
not worry, Jesus – the anointed will release 
you from your sufferings. He came to uplift 
the people who oppressed. The Savoir our 
Lord Jesus Christ will protect you from all your 
dangerous situations posed around you.  
Trust God and keep hope in him, he is the one 
comfort you. 

5. Christ was anointed – To proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favour

The birth of the Lord Jesus Christ revealed 
through prophets before he came on this 
earth. “To proclaim the year of the LORD's 
favour and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for 
those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them 
a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of 
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will 
be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the LORD for the display of his splendour” 
Isaiah 61: 2,3. 

Jesus Christ is the true image of God's love 
towards humankind.  The Father of God 
foretold and revealed what are the good 
things he is going to do for his people. 
Because of Jesus's birth on earth there is good 
news to the poor, freedom for the prisoners, 
recovery of the sight for the blind, oppressed 
are released and the year of the Lord's favour 
proclaimed.

Let us receive anointment of Jesus Christ into 
our hearts and take part in this year's 
Christmas spiritually to receive blessings. 

Christ - Christ - Christ - 
THE ANOINTEDTHE ANOINTEDTHE ANOINTED

Lt. Colonel B. Annamani
Territorial League of Mercy Secretary, India Central Territory
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Joe Biden American President in his 
victory speech mentioned that “The 
Bible tells us that for everything there 
is a season — a time to build, a 
time to reap, a time to sow. 
And a time to heal. This is 
the time to heal in 
America.”  And the 
same way now the 
time for healing has 
come to us from our 
God…What a great 
p romise  o f  God 
through Holy Bible 
teaching us that “The 
L o r d  w i l l  m a k e 
everything good and 
better for us in near 
future as we celebrate this 
Christmas”.  

1. The Proclamation of Great Joy 
Luke 2:9-10

The Shepherds were living out in the 

C
hristmas 2020 will be so different 
then all the previous Christmas 
that we had celebrated in years 

back. The Coronavirus has devastated 
most of the joy of human beings in every 
corner of their lives. The time has 
changed this year so differently and this 
gesture teaching us that Jesus Christ is 
the king of Kings and Lord of Lords, amid 
fear, distress, anxiety, worry. The truth is 
still true that  Jesus Christ was born for 
us to remove all sorrows and griefs and 
bring complete healing to this entire 
world. 

“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.”

In the present age we have received the 
same great joy that Jesus Christ is our 
saviour and our Messiah. Now, we need 
to proclaim this truth to others, as the 
Angel of the Lord did with shepherds and  
as a result their lives were changed and 
exalted by the power of Jesus Christ. 

2. The Pronouncement of 
Good News Luke 2:16-

17

When the shepherds saw Jesus, they 
spread the word everywhere. What a 
great declaration and testimony about 
the birth of Jesus Christ. We have 
received Jesus Christ in our lives and 
experience manifold blessings from God. 
Now, the time has come to spread out 

“So, they hurried 
off  and  f ound 
Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, 
who was lying in 
t h e  m a n g e r. 
When they had 
seen him, they 

spread the word 
concerning what 

had been told them 
about this child,”

fields and taking care of their flocks at 
night. This was their everyday duty. 
However, this night was something 
different for them because an angel of 
the Lord appeared and given the 
proclamation of great joy. What a 
wonderful and amazing immense joy for 
the shepherds to know about the birth of 
Saviour – The Messiah Lord Jesus Christ. 

We read here that the shepherds 
after  hearing proclamation of great Joy,  
they hurried off to see Joseph and Mary 
and the new-born King.

“On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshipped him. Then 
they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.

The wise men presented valuable gifts to 
the new-born King Jesus. The gifts were 
so expensive and with complete willing 
hearts they presented. Let us help one 
another by presenting love, care, 
compassion and sympathy and pity to the 
people around us who are really in need 
during Christmas season. The Magi 
completely dedicated their lives at the 
feet of Jesus Christ by presenting what 
they brought. 

those blessings of God to others as we 
celebrate this Christmas. The Shepherds 
were so bold to testify what they have 
experienced in their live. This Christmas 
let us share love and compassion of Jesus 
Christ to others and  see that our act will 
make this Christmas meaningful to us and 
for others.  

3. The Presentation of Good Gifts 
Matthew 2:11

May  the blessings of God come near to 
you and your family.

  
Beloved readers, this Christmas is so 
fastidious for us because Jesus Christ is 
bringing healing, yes, complete healing to 
the entire universe. He is our Master and 
miracle working God because everything 
is possible for Him. Let us have spirit of 
Angels, Shepherds and the Wise men who 
proclaimed, pronounced and presented 
their best for mission and ministry of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Theology of

Major Samson Macwan
Secretary for HRDI, India National Office 
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Bible Study

Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 
continues his theme of 
"Gardening with God" 

TTr Lifer Lifee  of e  of eeTr Lifee  of e

T
he Christmas tree has become an 
almost universal symbol of the 
Christmas celebration. Bringing in 

evergreen branches or trees that do not lose 
colour through the winter, has been recorded 
in ancient history in a variety of pagan 
customs. The evergreen, standing amid the 
leafless trees in winter, offers a promise of life 
with the coming of Spring. So how did this 
practice of decorating a tree to celebrate 
Christ's birth come about?

An earlier story goes back to the 11th 
century's very popular religious plays. One of 
these was the Paradise Play, performed on 
December 24, that told the story of Adam and 
Eve in the Garden of Eden, their disobedience 
and subsequent eviction from the garden and 
access to the Tree of Life. (See Genesis 2 & 3). 
The stage for this play simply had a fir tree 
decorated with apples. The people became so 
used to the Paradise tree at Christmas that 
they began putting them up in their homes 
and decorating them with red balls instead of 
apples.   

The custom of the Christmas tree migrated 
with German immigrants. The first instance 
recorded in the United States is by German 
settlers in the early 1800s. This first 
Christmas tree is claimed by both Easton and 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Its popularity is tied 
to Queen Victoria and her German Prince, 

Many believe it was Martin Luther, leader of 
the 16th century Protestant Reformation, 
who began the Christmas tree tradition. As 
the story goes, Martin was walking toward his 
home one winter evening when he noticed 
the bright stars twinkling through the 
evergreen trees. He brought a tree into his 
house and decorated it with candles, 
attempting to recapture the scene that 
reminded him of Jesus as the Light of the 
World!

Albert. In 1848 the Illustrated London News 
published a picture of the royal family 
gathered around a Christmas tree in Windsor 
Castle. The picture was reproduced in 
Phi ladelphia in December 1890, but 
“Americanized” by removing the Queen's 
crown and Prince Albert's mustache.

Finding and decorating our Christmas tree 
became a family tradition both when I was a 
kid and with my three boys. We would search 
the tree lots to find the perfect tree—usually 
returning to the first lot and tree we examined. 
Bringing it into the house and trimming it so 
t h a t  i t  f e l l  j u s t  s h o r t  o f  t h e
ceiling with the angel on top was an 
accomplishment. Then one evening the family 
would fill the tree with ornaments that had 
sentimental meaning to us—from a special 
place or event, or those the boys created. 

Recently we have added a special ornament, a 
six-inch spike or nail. It is so heavy that it must 
be placed very close to the trunk of the tree, 
hidden by the other ornaments. But we all 
know that it is there and why we use this 
special ornament. It reminds us that it was on 
a tree that Jesus, the grown up whose birth we 
celebrate, was crucified on a tree. This nail 
connects the crib with the cross and tells us 
why Jesus came to earth and was born in a 
manger. 

In His letter to the Church in Ephesus Jesus 
says that, “To everyone who is victorious I will 
give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of 
God” (Revelation 2:7). After receiving both 
commendations for hard work and patiently 
suffering without quitting, they heard the 
complaint from the Master that they had lost 
their first love, not loving Jesus or each other 
as they did at first. If they didn't listen to this 
rebuke and change their ways, their 
lampstand would be removed, and they would 
lose their place among the churches. Today, 

So, what the Romans used as a means of 
torture and death became a Tree of Life–the 
cross of Christ! We who listen and heed Jesus' 
words to the Church in Ephesus are promised 
access to this tree and the fruit it produces. 

Ephesus is a very popular tourist attraction with 
2,000-year-old ruins, foundations, streets, and 
stones, but no longer is it a city or a church.

The promise of Revelation 2:7 reminded the 
hearers of Genesis 2 & 3 when God planted in a 
garden the Tree of Life and how Adam and Eve 
were banished and the garden guarded by 
“mighty cherubim” with “flaming swords” to 
deny access to the tree. The word “paradise” is 
a Persian word meaning a sanctuary or area set 
apart for the king's use. This would have been a 
place of trees and flowers providing tranquility, 
shade and recreation.  

The word for “tree” in this passage is also 
interesting. There are two Greek words for it, 
dendron for a normal living tree and xulon 
meaning timber or a piece of wood. You would 
expect the use of dendron in this passage, but 
xulon is used instead. The New Testament used 
xulon for the cross of Jesus. This is based on 
the Septuagint's (Greek translations of the Old 
Testament) use of xulon in Deuteronomy 21:23 
which says, “anyone who is hung on a tree is 
cursed in the sight of God.”

In his letter to the Galatians, Paul said that, 
“But Christ has rescued us from the curse 
pronounced by the law. When He was hung on 
the cross (xulon), He took upon himself the 
curse for our wrong doing” Galatians 3:13 (see 
also 1 Peter 2:24).

As you put up your tree this Christmas, may it 
remind you of the tree of life upon which Jesus 
was crucified to provide life for all of us who call 
Him Lord and Savior!

Why do we decorate a tree to celebrate the birth of Christ? 
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Kids Corner

Colour Chart:
1.  Pink
2. Medium Brown
3. Dark Brown
4. Orange
5. Light Grey
6. Medium Grey

7. Gold
8. Light Brown
9. Flesh
10. Pale Yellow
11. Bright Yellow
12. Red

Donkey: Nostril - Dark Brown
Lantern Latch: Gold
Stall Latch - Gold
Ducks: Lower Bills - Orange
Sheep: Nostril - Medium Grey
Unnumbered - White

Nativity Word Scramble
Can you unscramble these words from the Christmas Story?

1. MHCEROIL 

2. GEBLAIR

3. IPNREEEKN

4. MSHESAI

5. BSARTALAH

6. SHEDSPERH

7. FESANNIERCKN

8. MRYHR

9. BEMETLHEH

10. NTAERHZA

11. GDLO

13The War Cry   December ����



Article

That was the right time and ripe moment 
for God. In other words, no other time 
would have been right and fitting. 
Absolutely, God could have done in His 
power to turn any moment into the right 
time. But He did not force any other 
period to be the right time. Perhaps, he 
honored human freedom to give 
maximum amount of opportunity to fit 
with his plans (2Peter 3:8-9). Christmas 
reminds us that “in the fullness of time” 
Emmanuel, the God who is with us. The 
history is full of evidence that God has 
time schedule of things happen in their 
time which means, not a moment later or 
not a moment before. 

Biblical Evidence

  

The Time Fully Came

Noah went into the ark seven days before 
the rains came. He went into the ark 
when God told him to do so. For seven 
days, he waited for God to send the rain. 
Can you imagine Noah's feelings at the 
end of the first day after he went into the 
ark? He went through seven days and 
waited in faith and patience among the 
mockery of people around him.

Bible says, “But when the time had fully 
come, God sent His Son, born of a 
woman, born under law.” Galatians 4:4

Why then did God choose that time? 

There was no TV, no electricity, no fast 
cars for quick and easy transportation 
with inter cities and states, no aero planes 
to travel to distant lands, no computer for 
efficiency of work, e-mail for immediate 
communications, no air-conditioned 
comfort, etc. 

Couldn't Jesus have done more in our 
time? Surely mass communications alone 
would have spread the Gospel rapidly.

Would you wish to have been born a 
few generations ago?

H
e has made everything beautiful in 
its time (Ecclesiastics 3:11)

It should therefore no surprise that Jesus 
came only “when the time had fully 
come.” When his mother, Mary hurried 
him to act, He said, “my time hasn't yet 

Joseph had dreams from God which 
earned the hatred of his brothers and 
hence, they sold him to slave traders. The 
things got worse and he was imprisoned. 
He continued waiting. Then, God's 
moment came, and Joseph was freed 
from prison to be the king's palace. 
Joseph eventually recalled all that what 
had happened in his life were things that 
God took and turned around in favor of 
him. 

Moses, a born Jew, grew in the Pharaoh's 
palace. He enjoyed all privileges of 
Egyptian powers and positions. Finally, he 
jumped into action on his own and fled 
from the land of Egypt. Eventually, Moses 
had to wait for 40 years for God's time to 
come.

The birth of Jesus 

Abraham had set out 
f r o m  h i s  h o m e 
country in response to 
God's call. He had to 
believe that one day 
i n  f u t u r e  h i s 
descendants would 
inherit the land. But 
he and his wife were 
childless. Then one 
day Sarah came up 
with a plan to help 
G o d  f u l fi l l  t h e 
promise. They decided to speed things up 
before God's timing. But God did not 
agree to this plan. The son of promise, 
Isaac came when God set the time for him 
to have born. 

The first king, Saul, turned out to be a 
disappointment, when God chose David to 
be the king. But David could not sooner 
become the king rather, to be the 
suspected servant of Saul, the king. David 
had to wait until Saul's death. During time, 
he had a couple of opportunities to finish 
Saul, which he could have easily done. 
Instead, he chose to wait for God to act on 
his own time. 

God has a time for the incidents and events 
that shape our lives. He uses everything 
that happens to fulfill His plans for us. 
Comfor ts ,  hardsh ips ,  p lenty  and 
deprivations, justice and injustice, 
kindness, and unkindness – all can be used 
by God to shape our lives. Let us wait. 
Bless you. Wish you happy CHRISTMAS.

He sent his disciples to prepare the place 
for the Passover meal saying, “my 
appointed time is near” (Matthew 26:18). 
At the last supper with His disciples “Jesus 
knew the time had come for Him to leave 
the world and go to His Father. Having 
loved His own who were in the world, He 
now showed them the full extent of His 
love” (John 13:1). 

God has his time for our lives

come” (John 2:4). He eventual ly, 
announced the good news of God, saying, 
“the time has come” (Mark 1:15). 

Early attempts to arrest Him failed 
“because His time had not yet come” 
(John 7:30). 

God's intervention in time did not end with 
Jesus' birth. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to 
take His place among Christians. The Holy 
Spirit came “when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come” (Act 2:1). The Lord, our 
God continues to work among His people, 
according to His perfect timing. The lack of 
patience finds means of crooked ways and 
causes for corruption and kills innocent 
lives. This attitude of impatience is true to 
our relationship with God. We, who spend 
so much of our lives waiting for countless 
material causes, will not love to wait for 
God to act on his time in our lives. 

Major Babu Samraj
Divisional Commander 
Nagercoil 
India South Eastern Territory
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Je sus  was  a l s o  known  by  h i s 
contemporaries as Jesus of Nazareth. 
Many Jews thought that Jesus was born 
in Nazareth. But Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem. Joseph and Mary had to flee 
to Egypt with infant Jesus and later 
returned to Galilee, where Jesus was 
raised in the obscure town of Nazareth. 
This gave Jesus the reputation of being 
a Nazarene. 

A
s we celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
it is apt on our part to look into 
several 'Spiritual Insights' in 

Jesus' Life. The Name Jesus as a name 
exalted by God above all other names 
(Philippians 2:9-11). What is significant 
in this name? An Angel told to Joseph in 
a dream that he should name his son 
'Jesus' because it is 'He who will save 
His people from their sins' (Matthew 
1:21). The Name Jesus signifies two 
important aspects of our Lord and 
Saviour. First it means that He is 
'Yahweh', second it means that He is 'the 
Saviour'. This is not our Lord's first 
name. It is His primary Name. He is 
Jesus. He is Yahweh, the Saviour.

JESUS OF NAZARETH

JESUS -  A CARPENTER'S SON

Jesus lived the ordinary life of a 
Carpenter's son. Those who lived with 
Jesus during his life time on the earth 
knew, he was as a son of Joseph and 
Mary, but did not yet know that he was 
also son of God. At the age of 30, He was 
baptized by John the Baptist. He was 
tempted by the devil in desert. Later 
Jesus started His ministry of healing, 
teaching and performing miracles 
through Judea. 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE CREATOR

Jesus existed before creation. He is not 
a created being. He is eternal God. Jesus 

said to Philip 'He who has seen Me has 
seen Father' (John 14:9). Jesus revealed 
God to us (John 1:18). In Jesus only the 
invisible God is revealed perfectly.

JESUS CHRIST IS ALL POWERFUL

John also tells us “All things were made 
by Him” (John 1:3). Winds and waves 
obeyed him, diseases and death fled 
from him, for he is master over all. All 
things exists for him (Colossians 1:16). 
Jesus' holds all things together. Paul 
declared in Colossians 1:17 that He is 
before all things. Jesus made things. He 
controls all things. 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE 
CHURCH

Each Christian is a member of the 
Spiritual body. Jesus Christ is the source 
of the Church. He is Saviour. He 
delivered us. We were delivered from the 
authority of Satan and the powers of 
darkness (Colossians 1:13).  He 
transformed us. He moved us into his 
own Kingdom of Light and made us 
victorious over Satan's Kingdom of 
darkness. Jesus Christ redeemed us. He 
paid ransom on the Calvary and we have 
been set free through faith in him. He 
forgave our sins. This is an act of his 
Grace. We did not deserve to be forgiven 
nor can we earn forgiveness. We are 
undeserved, unearned and unmerited, 
but his grace forgave us from all our sins. 

It was in Christ that 
God was reconciled 
to man (II Cor 5:19). 
H e  m a d e  p e a c e 
through the blood of 
his cross (Colossians 
1:20). It was through 
his death, Peace was 

RECONCILIATION WAS DONE BY 
JESUS

Jesus Christ was true human being with a 
real body.  He was God in human flesh 
(John 1:14). When He died on the cross, 
he met the just demands of the law 
,because he paid penalty for Man's sins (I 
Peter 2:14). Reconciliation has been 
completed on the cross (Romans 5:11).

made between God and Man. The 
reconciliation we have in Christ is perfect, 
complete, and final. 

Jesus' is the Father's Gift to us. Paul said, 
'thanks be to God for His unspeakable 
gift' (II Cor 9:15).  Dear readers, as you 
celebrate Jesus' birth, please remember, 
and meditate on his spiritual insights. 
Jesus loves you, interested in every area 
of your life. May this Christmas be a 
meaningful, effective and transforming 
one in your life. May God bless you and 
your dear family always and all in your 
ways. 

THE UNIQUENES OF JESUS

Jesus was unique in his person (Heb 1:1-
13). He was unique in his birth (Luke 
1:26-35). He was unique in his ministry 
(Mark 1:21-28). He was unique in his 
death (Luke 19:26-30). He was unique in 
his resurrection (St. John 20:1-31). He 
was unique in his ascension (Acts 1:1-9). 
He will be unique in his second coming 
(Matthew 16:27).

JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD IN HUMAN 
FLESH

Spiritual  Insights
In Jesus’ Life

Rev. Dr. N. L. Victor 
O.F., CSM
Hyderabad Temple Corps
India Central Territory
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Message from SWD

When the angel announced the birth of 
Jesus the angel said to the shepherd ' Do 
not be afraid, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people' .A  
great company of heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, 
'Glory to God in the highest and peace on 
earth goodwill to men' (Luke 2:10-14). 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given' (Isaiah 9:6). It is indeed Christ the 
Son of God who is the most wonderful gift 
for all humankind. The precious assurance 
which comes along in this package is not 
to be afraid, instead, good news of great 
joy, peace, love & hope is given unto us. 

‘For creatures great and small

Is the greatest gift of all'

I
 can still recall a fond memory more 
than eighteen years ago, a few weeks 
before Christmas. While were starting 

home decoration and putting up the 
Christmas tree, on a plain paper nicely 
coloured my 3 years old daughter pasted 
on our front glass window that said, 
'Santa Stop Here'. What she expected was 
nothing more than a gift from Santa. Like 
most children, for her Christmas meant a 
fun time of getting presents. It was always 
hard to resist seeing the presents nicely 
wrapped with colourful papers which were 
not used to allow to be opened until 
Christmas. The new dresses and new 
outfits hanging in the closet or in the 
wardrobe added to the excitement for the 
day to come. Not only the children, but 
even for adults and for most of us, what 
Christmas means is the exchange of warm 
gifts with our loved ones, family visits and 
other social gathering, decorations, 
feasting etc. 

Peace on Earth goodwill to men

In the classic Christmas song by Dolly 
Parton & Kenny Rogers 'The greatest gift 
of all'  the lines '…And knowing you're in 
love with me, Is the greatest gift of all' is 
repeated in the song. This is the 

‘ The Greatest 

gift of all '

‘ The Greatest 

gift of all '
expression of fondness and affection that 
is romantically exchanged even between 
two people. How amazing it is for us to 
know that “God so loved the world that 
He gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life” (John 3:16). The 
greatest gift we celebrate on this 
Christmas is a gift of Love. It is not the kind 
of love that comes and go. No matter what 
we give him or fail to give, no  matter what 
we do or fail to do, the love of Jesus 
remains the same and in Him there is 
Peace and good will to men. There can be 
no greater gift, really this is the greatest 
gift of all.

The real message of Christmas is not the 
fancy or cultural gifts that we give to each 
other. Rather it is the gift of Jesus Christ. It 
is the gift that can be passed on endlessly 
and that can never run out. He is the only 
gift that truly keeps us giving to others. 
Christ came in the simplest and humblest 
of wrappings. Born in a stable, clothed with 
rags, and yet everything we need is in Him. 
Although as sinners we do not deserve this 
gift from God when we were his enemies, it 
is through grace that we receive our gift. It 
is by God's amazing love that from being 
the enemy we are called to be his children 
if we believe.

So, Christmas doesn't only mean the gift 
from Santa or the abundant gift from 
friends and family that you place under the 
tree, it not only circles around decoration 
and feasting either. All those things are 
temporary and may even last only for the 
season, but the greatest gift Jesus Christ 
promises to give us an abundant life. He is 
the gift that gives us eternal life. It is He 
who brings Peace on Earth & good will to 
men and for creatures great & small. The 
new normal due to the pandemic may not 
permit you to celebrate Christmas like 
before. But the greatest gift of Peace & Joy 
found in Christ alone dwells in your heart.

Colonel Lalhlimpuii
Secretary for Women’s Development

India National Ofce, Kolkata
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