
Jesus feeds the 5,000. A great crowd followed Jesus after seeing him perform 
miracles and heal the sick. Jesus needed time to rest with his disciples and so he 
crossed over to the Sea of Tiberias. 
 
The crowd was in great physical, emotional and spiritual need. All they wanted from 
Jesus was teaching and healing, in order to deepen their spiritual lives. When Jesus 
arrived the people had already gathered in large numbers and when he saw the 
crowd waiting for him Jesus had compassion for them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd (Mark 6:34). 
 
Without delay he asked Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’ 
(John 6:5). Jesus wanted the people to be fed because they were hungry. The 
disciples were worried, because they did not have enough money to feed 5,000 
people. I am sure they wanted to tell Jesus that the crowd should go home because 
it was late. Philip said ‘It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough 
bread for each one to have a bite!’ (v 7). Jesus knew already what he was going to 
do. He was testing his disciples. 
 
Andrew saw a boy with two fish and five small loaves of bread and told Jesus. It was 
totally inadequate to feed the multitude of people. Everyone was hungry, including 
the disciples, but Jesus did not want any chaos, disorder or pushing so he told his 
disciples to tell the people to sit down. 
 
The disciples obeyed his instructions – he wanted them to have faith and trust in 
him. Jesus said a prayer of thanksgiving and the food was distributed and all the 
people had more than enough to eat. The leftovers filled several baskets. 

 
Our world today 
 
Sometimes our resources are inadequate to meet the multiple needs of this world. 
There is so much suffering, pain, persecution, child abuse, human trafficking, 
disasters, sickness and wars. We should bring what we have for Jesus to bless. The 
depth of need often overwhelms us, but we should remember that our God is able to 
supply us with everything to meet those needs. Jesus is looking for people who are 
ready to believe and trust in him, who are willing to bring to him whatever little they 
have. 
 
God’s provision is great because he is able to provide for us. All we need to do is 
bring our resources – gifts, talents, time, energy – and Jesus will multiply them. 

 
Discussion 
 
1. What are some of the extraordinary events that happened in this chapter of the 
feeding the 5,000? 
 
2. What lessons have you learned in your personal life about God’s provision? 
 
 



3. The boy was willing to share what little he had and Jesus was able to use it to do 
something great. What does this tell us about our lives? Share some stories of how 
God uses the gifts that people bring to him. 
 
4. Talk about some of the difficulties people are facing in your community. How might 
they be addressed through God’s provision? 
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