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ver the past two years  

The Salvation Army in Europe carried 

out the ‘Safe Havens’ project to 

strengthen transnational cooperation 

with the aim to provide ‘Safe Havens’ 

for (potential) victims of trafficking. 

This project has been co-funded by 

the Asylum, Migration and Integra-

tion Fund of the European Union.

The ‘Safe Havens’ project is just one 

example of how The Salvation Army is 

building its capacity together with its 

network partners to effectively respond to 

the needs of (potential) victims of traffic-

king. On a daily basis we witness despair, 

poverty, pain filled lives, fear, brokenness 

and to the best of our abilities we side 

with (potential) victims of trafficking trying 

to support them in finding a way out, to 

re-integrate them into their community, 

re-affirming their God-given human dignity.

Part of the EU-project has been the 

production of the ‘Safe Havens’ film. 

This film takes us on a road trip across 

Europe to discover what The Salvation 

Army and its partners are doing in 

the fight against human trafficking. 

The film is part of a sustainable training 

programme for officers, staff and partners 

of The Salvation Army to learn about 

pre vention-, protection- and reintegration 

programs for (potential) victims of 

trafficking, and about transnational 

cooperation between EU and non-EU 

countries in Europe.

We travel with Madeleine Sundell,  

a Swedish human rights lawyer, and 

Galina Chetroi, a Moldovan expert on 

human trafficking and liaison officer for 

Eastern Europe. Both are working in 

anti-human trafficking prevention- and 

repatriation projects. They take us on a 

road trip to Moldova, Sweden, Romania, 

The Netherlands, Poland, Ukraine and 

England where they meet practitioners 

involved in anti-human trafficking and 

discover the specific ways of fighting 

trafficking in these countries. It shows  

how the various forms of trafficking take 

place across borders and boundaries.

The film presents intimate testimonies  

and stories of vulnerability and strength, 

told by survivors of trafficking, officers  

of The Salvation Army, a police officer  

and a trafficker.

The ‘Safe Havens’ film appeals to all 

of us to take a stand and speak out on 

behalf of the thousands of (potential) 

victims of trafficking. So that together, 

as an Army, we can challenge the evil 

of modern slavery in our societies!

Jeroen Hoogteijling
Chair Europe Anti-Human 

Trafficking Network

O
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Content of the 
documentary
a road trip across europe with testimonies  
and stories of vulnerability and strength

We travel to Moldova, Sweden, 

Romania, The Netherlands, Poland, 

Ukraine and England where we meet 

practitioners involved in anti-human 

trafficking and discover the specific 

ways of fighting trafficking in these 

countries.

Moldova
Veaceslav Kotrutsa explains the forms of 

trafficking in Moldova, in labor or sexual 

exploitation, or organ trafficking. Tee-

nagers are educated and warned about 

trafficking through prevention projects. 

We meet traffickers in prison: “Olga”,  

who trafficked girls into sexual exploi-

tation; and “Liana” who was sentenced 

to 8 years in prison for trafficking young 

girls into sexual exploitation. We see 

prevention work together with other 

organizations and government to 

stop exploitation. We are told about a 

network in Europe to prevent and fight 

trafficking, to reintegrate victims and to 

support them in building a safe life.

Sweden
Simon Hägström, Detective Inspector 

Trafficking unit National Swedish Police, 

explains how we work together to fight 

this crime of trafficking concerning victims 

of sexual exploitation, labor exploitation or 

forced begging and criminality. Kremena 

Hultby, Manager of a Safe house, shares 

about the importance of reintegration 

work and empowerment for victims 

like “Mary”, a former victim of sexual 

exploitation who became a survivor and 

a fighter with new hopes and dreams. 
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Commissioner Eva Kleman explains why 

this social injustice must be fought by  

The Salvation Army: “It is in the DNA of 

our people. We need systemic changes  

in our societies”.

Romania
In Craiova we meet Captains Roxana 

and Ionel Sandu, regional leaders of The 

Salvation Army in Romania,  who work 

amongst vulnerable people and victims; 

homeless people and Roma families. 

Some of the children are kidnapped and 

trafficked, forced into prostitution and 

forced crime in Europe. They help the 

children to be safe and to build a better 

future by educating and supporting them; 

In Ploiesti we see how second hand 

clothing shop is used as a means in the 

fight against trafficking, giving people a 

job opportunity and a future.

The Netherlands
Celine van den Berg-Doef works in 

the Red Light district in Amsterdam. 

She explains the vulnerability of people 

working in prostitution. Jaela Esseling, 

a volunteer, supports undocumented 

migrant victims and refugees at risk of 

trafficking. We visit Hermina Pieterson, 

a social worker in Groningen. She 

explains how legalized prostitution 

works. She shares how she is able to 

help people to step out of trafficking in 

prostitution by being alongside these 

women never letting them down.

folder safe havens_v4.indd   6 4-10-2018   12:17:10



Poland
We meet Joanne Trela, anti-human 

trafficking project coordinator, who shares 

the prevention work, the repatriation of 

Polish victims exploited in other European 

countries. One of these victims, “Marcus”, 

explains how he was involved in trafficking 

in the Netherlands; he gives advice on 

how to protect yourself when you’re going 

to work abroad. Joanna Garnier and Irena 

Dawid-Olczyk from partner organization 

La Strada express the need for coope-

ration and a long term perspective for 

this work. Like people in Poland migrate 

to Western Europe for jobs, there are 

people arriving every day from Ukraine to 

work in Poland. They are potential victims 

of trafficking because the work is often 

illegal, badly paid and the workers remain 

outside the Polish social system.

Ukraine
This country, torn by the war conflict 

in the East, has 1.5 million internally 

displaced people who are very vulnerable 

for trafficking. “Anna”, who fled with 

her family from the conflict area shares 

her story. We meet Tatiana Petrenko 

explaining how she helps orphans of 

the war with creative methods to help 

them rebuild their lives. Lieutenant Oleg 

Samoilenko, works with students to 

educate them about risks of trafficking by 

means of drama. We see how education 

on prevention and training is delivered by 

Galina Chetroi and Madeleine Sundell to 

students and Ukrainian police officers. 

We see the cooperation with “Oleg” 

and “Natalia” in taking care of refugees 

and (potential) victims and survivors of 

trafficking in Eastern Ukraine.

England
Major Anne Read, (former) director 

Anti-Human Trafficking and Modern 

Slavery, is explaining how The 

Salvation Army is working and helping 

trafficked victims in all of the UK and 

how international cooperation with 

countries like Poland, Ukraine is done. 

We meet “Homan” a victim from 

Vietnam and we hear how he is being 

transported to England by a criminal 

network in illegal drugs production. 

Andrew Wileman, First Responder 

Anti-Human Trafficking, tells how he 

can assist victims in their encounter 

with the police and the authorities.
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THE ‘SAFE HAVENS’ FILM APPEALS TO ALL 

OF US TO TAKE A STAND, TO SPEAK OUT AND 

CHALLENGE MODERN SLAVERY IN OUR 

SOCIETIES. TOGETHER WE CAN STOP IT!

FOR THE SALVATION ARMY IN EUROPE 

THE TIME HAS COME TO SPEAK OUT 

ON BEHALF OF THE THOUSANDS OF 

(POTENTIAL) VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING 

IN OUR CARE.
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