
We affirm that when the gospel is preached God speaks. The Bible is 

the written word of God. Preaching is that same word opened, read, 
proclaimed and explained. When in our human weakness and 
foolishness we faithfully proclaim and explain the word, the world may 
hear and see a new thing; God speaks and God acts. To respond in 
obedient faith results in a decisive encounter with God. We affirm that 
God speaks profound truth in simple words, common language and 
potent metaphor, and we confess that at times our words, too often 
shallow, obscure, archaic or irrelevant, have veiled, not revealed, our 
God.  

WE call Salvationists worldwide to a renewed and relevant 
proclamation of and close attention to the word of God, and to a 
quick and steady obedience to the radical demands of the word 

upon Salvationists personally, and upon our Movement corporately. 

‘We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were 
given by inspiration of God, and that they only constitute the Divine 

rule of Christian faith and practice.’  
 
Scripture 
• Gives direction, correction, challenge, command, hope, 

explanation and foundation for living 
•God’s truth for his world 
• To explore Scripture is to embark on an adventure that goes on and 

on, challenging both mind and heart, and promising God’s 
presence throughout the journey 

 
Ted Palmer, ‘Marching On!’ 
• ‘The Salvation Army has served God with authority and success over 

the years because it is motivated by the word of God, structured 

according to the principles of those same Scriptures and ready to 
evaluate what it is doing or not doing according to God’s 
commandments in the Bible.’  



Commission  
• Urges a renewed and relevant proclamation of the word of God 
• Asks for close attention to the word of God 
• Calls for a quick and steady obedience to its demands – both 

personal and corporate 
• Has a conviction that every corps should take time to answer the 

following question thoroughly: ‘How can we as a corps ensure that 
we keep the word of God at the centre of our life together?’  

 
Preaching 
• William Sangster: ‘Preaching . . . is the highest, holiest activity to 

which a man can give himself: a task which angels might envy and 
for which archangels might forsake the courts of Heaven.’  

• Linda Bond suggests that listeners’ ‘attitude of heart must be that of 
thanksgiving, faith, obedience, dependence. We don’t sit above 
the word in judgement, nor do we worship it as a god, practising 

bibliolatory, but we come as learners, keen to listen, committed to 
obey. And this is with the understanding that the Spirit, who inspired 
the word, illumines our hearts and minds.’ 

 
Preaching and study of God’s word are vital to the life of the Church.  

 
Scripture  
• ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’ (Psalm 

119:105) 

• ‘Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens’ (v 89) 
• ‘…the Holy Scriptures are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15) 



Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture to consider: 

Psalm 119:105-112 

John 1:1-10 

2 Timothy 4:1-5 

1 Peter 3:15 

1. How can we as a corps ensure that we keep the word of God 

at the centre of our life together? 

2. How well-equipped are we to answer questions from enquirers 

about our faith? 

3. In what ways does God act through his inspired word today? 

4. What practical steps can we take to ensure that we interpret 

Scripture correctly and relate it to our own discipleship? 


