
Though these names have been changed for the victims’ protection, their stories are real, and represent 
the reality for millions of other enslaved people.  
 
Tina: When I was 14, I ran away from home to be with a “wonderful guy I met” that was in his mid-20’s. 
We had a great plan about us living together, making money together, and becoming rich. I thought this 
was everything I had always wanted; until he told me that if I loved him, I would help make money for us 
by having sex with men. By the time I thought I was in love with him, he had given me too much to go 
back home. I was then introduced to the other women he was pimping, who I hadn’t known about before. 
That’s what happens with pimps- at first it’s just you and them, but then there were four of us.  
We went to Cleveland, OH, and he immediately said I was going to go “out” with the other three women, 
so they could show me how to make money for “us,” “for all of us together,” as if we were like a family. 
Later on that evening, his friends that he knew came by the motel. At first he told me to have sex with one 
of them, and I didn’t want to, so his friends raped me. Afterwards he said, “that wouldn’t have happened 
if I had just listened to him at first.” Right after that is when he picked my clothes out, told me what to 
wear, and forced me to go out on the streets.  
 
When I first went out on the streets, and I had to meet my first John, I felt like this was something I didn’t 
want to do. I walked around the streets back and forth for hours, hiding, until the morning. Our quota was 
$500 but I had only made $50 that night which I was forced to give back to the pimp. So he beat me in 
front of the other girls and made me go outside until I had made the money. This is the  
same man that took me out to eat, listened to me when I wanted to complain about my parents, and gave 
me words of advice, but increasingly, I was seeing a side of him that I had never seen before-a brutal side, 
where he repeatedly hit me in front of the other girls to show us all a lesson. Not only was I shocked, I 
was scared. What would happen to me if I did try to leave, and who would believe me if I told them that 
this was going on? So I worked from 6am until 10pm that next night, without food or sleep. I came back 
with the $500, but in his mind, I still hadn’t learned my lesson. So I had to go back outside until 5am the 
next morning. After the second day he finally brought me something to eat, but as punishment to never do 
it again he locked me in the closet to sleep.      

         Shared Hope International 
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The Case against Kil-Soo Lee: Kil-Soo Lee, a Korean businessman, recruited primarily women from 
China and Vietnam to work in his garment factory on the island of American Samoa for 1998 until the 
factory closed in late 2000. Kil-Soo Lee used employment contract fees and penalties to trap workers into 
remaining with the company. He kept workers locked in the factory compound, withheld food as 
punishment and authorized violent physical retaliation for resistance on the part of workers. In February 
2003 Kil-Soo Lee was convicted of criminal charges of involuntary servitude, extortion, and money 
laundering.  
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Cora lost her parents at a young age and went to live with her aunt in a rural village in Sierra Leone. By 
11 years old, Cora was married off to an older village man for a few Leones. The man would come to 
Cora’s house to have sex with her at scheduled times each week. By the age of 12, Cora was pregnant. 
When it came time for Cora to deliver the baby, her aunt would not take Cora to the hospital, and left her 
lying in pain for three days waiting to give birth. Finally, the baby was stillborn, and Cora was left 
paralyzed from the waist down with a huge hole in her birth canal created during the delivery. For six 
months, Cora was left in isolation while her aunt waited for her to die. When she finally made it to a local 
clinic, physicians declared Cora to have one of the worst cases of fistula they had ever seen. Surgery was 



immediately done to correct Cora’s condition, but she still could not walk or use her arms. Cora was 
returned to her family, where she remained in a fetal position, paralyzed and hopeless, until the World 
Hope International staff at the WHI Sierra Leone Anti-Trafficking shelter stepped in to help.  
 
Cora entered the shelter program with little expectation to walk or use her arms again. WHI staff, 
however, worked tirelessly stretching and exercising Cora’s limbs. One month after Cora entered the 
shelter, she took her first step. The joy in the shelter that day was palpable – one who could not walk was 
healed – all because WHI staff had stepped in to rescue and restore a young girl who had been forced into 
labor, raped and abandoned by the world around her.  
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Angela: Angela is a 20-year-old woman from a small village in Latin America. One of ten brothers and 
sisters,  Angela left school at a young age and abandoned her dream of becoming a writer so that she 
could contribute to her family’s income.  Through a friend, she learned of an opportunity to pursue her 
studies while working in the home of a family who was working in America. The family promised her 
that they would support her education. After months of convincing her parents that this would help their 
economic situation, she moved with the family to America.  
 
The promises that were made to Angela were illusory. For three years, she slept on a mattress in the 
family’s kitchen. She was not allowed out of the house. She worked twelve hours straight, seven days a 
week. She worked twelve hours straight, seven days a week. She cooked, cleaned, cared for two infants 
and an elderly parent, and was responsible for all the household maintenance, including preparing large 
meals for many guests. Threats of deportation, verbal abuse, and intimidation were constant. She was paid 
roughly 30 cents an hour. 
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