
 

SCRIPTURE OUTLINE 
 
Text: Matthew 18:1-5 (NRSV) 
 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly 
I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 
 
Verse Comment/Application 
1 “Who is the greatest….” The disciples were arguing over position 

in the kingdom. 
2 “He called a child, whom he put 
among them/in the midst of them” 

Jesus takes the child to the CENTRE to 
answer the question. A perfect object 
lesson. The child was previously on the 
outer – the child’s position has been 
altered. 

3 “Unless you change and become like 
children” 

CHANGE: become humble, trusting, 
simple faith 
LIKE CHILDREN: come to the centre 
where I can teach you 

4 “Whoever becomes humble like this 
child is the greatest…” 

An illustration of the upside down 
Kingdom of God. Greatness requires 
humility. 

5 “Whoever welcomes one such child 
welcomes me” 

To welcome one who was considered 
lowly is to show the DEEP HOSPITALITY 
of the Kingdom. This is how God has 
welcomed us. In this Jesus is also made 
welcome. 

 
Comment for further application: 
 
Today as we pray for young people to be Right At the Heart of the family, community 
and God’s kingdom, we also need to consider what this will look like – how this will 
take shape. 
 
Even as Jesus longs for individuals to be Right at Heart of the work of the Kingdom, 
we each need to choose to be Right at the Heart of God’s activity in the world. As we 
pray for each young person today, we are charged to actively welcome them into 
our Corps and communities. 


