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Editorial

Ü To get relieved from the fetters that thwart your attachment with 
Christ.  

The Bible has many inspiring and motivating words, helping everyone to 
unlock themselves, to be free from restraints or restrictions that the 
secular world is causing. If you cannot unlock, you cannot enjoy your 
faith life to the fullest. If you cannot unlock, there is a danger to miss the 
blessings of the true God.   If you are unable to get unlocked, surely, the 
association with Christ will be missing. I remember an encouraging 
word – “The righteous keep moving forward, and those with clean 
hands become stronger and stronger.” Job 17:9.  You need to keep 
moving, and whatever that may affect or impact your life in Christ, you 
need to get it resolved, by means of your prayerful life, meditating 
thoroughly the of word of God, and being strong in your fellowship with 
Christ. 

Ü To get unlocked in a spiritual sense has the following ideas

During the lock down period, our normal life has been interrupted, and 
we were to be indoors to be safe. We could not attend our day-to-day 
business or lead a regular life. Due to such restraints and restrictions, 
we are unable to enjoy our faith in full and unable to enjoy the church 
fellowship. My children felt unhappy when the Churches were closed, 
although, we had our worship through online, for they could not enjoy it 
to the fullest. But, after the unlocking, we are coming slowly to make our 
lives cope up with the current situation. Spiritually, when we look at 
“Unlocking”, there are many things that are locking our faith, and we 
need to be free from the clutches of Satan, which is locking from the 
path of our faith in Jesus. If you notice spiritual decline in your life, it 
means that you are spiritually locked-down, and need to be unlocked 
immediately.

R
ecently I faced a difficult situation with my phone, where my 
children tried different pattern to lock and forgot that security 
pattern to unlock it. We tried number of ways, but finally, it got 

locked. We had to go to the service centre to get it open but lost all the 
data it has.  Similarly, when I am writing this editorial, I did note that the 
Government of India made relaxations to the lock down that has been 
imposed in the country for the last three months, calling it “Unlock 1.0”. 
When I see the meaning of Unlock in the dictionary, I was attracted to 
one of the meaning- to free from restraints or restrictions, apart from 
the other meaning- to unfasten, to open. 

Ü To get out of the chains that prevent the faith ingrown.
Ü To cross the Satanic boundaries that limit your Godly belief

I am very happy to inform you that, from this month onwards, we are 
starting a Bible Study Series- “Gardening with God”, and we are thankful 
to USA National Headquarters for the permission to use for our readers. 
As we celebrate another Founder's Day this month, an inspiring article 
from our International Secretary boost the Salvationists in India to be 
stronger in the Salvationism. We must praise God for the sustaining 
Grace he has been bestowing upon the Salvation Army for the past 155 

years. There are other articles, I am sure, will 
help your devotion increase. We are thankful to 
the writers and readers for offering your 
continued prayers. We urge to you keep 
praying for this War Cry, encourage new 
readers and contribute if you can write. May 
God bless you all!
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My Dear Comrades:

A
 good deal of attention is being 
given just now to what are known 
as the extraordinary 'gifts of the 

Spirit'; that is, the ability to do something 
which is beyond the power of man to do 
without the direct operation of God. Such 
gifts as these were, without doubt, 
possessed by the Apostles both before and 
after the death of our Lord. They had the 
gift of tongues; that is, they received 
suddenly the power to speak languages 
which they had never learned. They had 
the gift of healing; that is, they cured the 
sick, opened the eyes of the blind, 
unstopped the ears of the deaf, and 
restored the dead to life instantaneously 
without the use of ordinary means. They 
wrought miracles; they caused to happen 
that were contrary to the usual course of 
nature. These were very remarkable gifts, 
proving that God was with them, because 
no man could do these things unless God 
was operating directly through him.

These gifts were useful, inasmuch as they 
called attention to those who possessed 
them, declared that the mission of these 
Officers was Divine, and justified men 
everywhere in believing what they had to 
say. For this reason they were important to 
the world, and their possession today 
might be a great blessing to mankind. 
There is not a word in the Bible which 
proves that we might not have them at the 
present time, and there is nothing in 
experience to show they would not be as 
useful today as in any previous period of 
the Church's history. No man, therefore, 
can be condemned for desiring them, and 
the recent remarkable signs and wonders 
wrought amongst us not only demand, but 
shall have our most profound and 
sympathetic consideration.

But it has occurred to me that, while 
desiring these extraordinary gifts, some of 
us may be neglecting forces and powers 
already existing within an amongst us that 
are equal to- perhaps greater in value 
than- those thus coveted. The Apostle 
exhorts the early saints to 'stir up the gifts 
that were in them.' These gifts were 

GIFTS OF
by William Booth, in the WAR CRY March 14th 1885

For instance, a man may be longing after 
the 'gift of tongues', and neglecting the 
tongue he already has; thinking how much 
good he could do if he could suddenly speak 
the German language, while all the time he 
is comparatively neglecting the use of 
English, which he can speak. Does anyone 
say, "What a wonderful thing it would be if I 
could suddenly speak in a foreign tongue!" 
Let such a one stop and think what a 
wonderful thing it is that he can speak at all. 
Think, my comrade, if you have never 
possessed the power of speech, and were 
to have it suddenly bestowed, what a 
remarkable miracle it would appear. 
Suppose you knew something about it 
before; how you would desire it! How you 
would promise God to use it for His glory 

imparted by God and were important to the 
War- but they lay dormant, and therefore 
useless; and the Holy Ghost urges their 
possessors to stir these gifts, to wake them 
from slumber and get them to work in 
helping to save the world. 

My comrades, I feel there is room for the 
same exhortation today. By all means let us 
aspire after higher gifts, but by all means let 
us use those we already possess. How true 
it is that to him that hath- that is, who uses 
what he has- shall be given; and from him 
that hath not- that is, who uses not what he 
possesses that which he already has shall 
be taken away! Neglect the ability you 
already have for glorifying God and saving 
men, and that ability will shrivel up, and 
waste away.

It must never be forgotten that all real 
healing, whether of body or soul, whether 
accomplished in a moment or in a year of 
time, whether done apparently without 
means or through the use of means, is alike 
affected by the direct operation of the 
power of God; IT IS GOD WHO SAVES.

And it must remembered that all gifts- 
ordinary and extraordinary- alike come 
from God; and that there is a danger of 
straining after those that seem to be 
extraordinary, while those already 
possessed lie unused and therefore 
useless.

And, then, think how you would feel if some 
man of God came along and laid his hands 
upon you and commanded you in the name 
of the Lord; and suddenly the gift came and 
you were enabled to pour out a flood of 
language- as you can now!

and the Salvation of souls if He would give it 
to you!

How amazed, how delighted, how grateful 
you would be! How your would go about 
acknowledging and publ ish ing the 
wonderful gift! And yet in reality it would not 
be a whit more a gift, or more remarkable, 
than is the ability to talk that you possess 
today. Oh, BRING THIS GIFT TO GOD, and 
praise Him for it, and set about using it for 
His glory.

"If Thou wilt give them I will not sell or use 
or barter them for either money or pleasure 
or fame or anything else; but on the 
contrary I will faithfully and constantly 
employ them for Thy glory, and to induce 
men to save their souls and to love and 

Again, if God were to come to you offering to 
bestow upon you these extraordinary gifts 
of which we are speaking; if He said, "I will 
give you the power to heal the sick; upon 
whomsoever you lay hands, they shall be 
healed of whatever sickness they have; at 
your commands devils shall be cast out, and 
by your faith mountains shall be moved. But 
it can only be on the condition that these 
gifts shall not be allowed to be idle. They 
must be exercised, and exercised solely for 
My glory and the Salvation of men; not to 
gratify your pride or feed your ambition, or 
make money, or give pleasure, or in any 
shape or form promote your own honour 
and glory and bigness"; what would you 
say? Would you not cry out, "Far be it for me, 
Lord, that I should desire Thy gifts to spend 
them on my selfishness and lusts.

 The Spirit

Continued to page 15
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Commissioner Alistair Venter
International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ

International Secretary’s Message

“
God shall have all there is of 

William Booth”. These are the words of 
William Booth when he was just fifteen 
years old, and he built on that 
commitment as he continued to be 
obedient to God. I have no doubt that as 
our founder spent time with God, as he 
observed the lifestyle and actions of 
Jesus through his study of the 
Scriptures, he identified with the heart of 
Christ. The challenge of Jesus to “go, 
then to all peoples everywhere and 
make them my disciples” (Matthew 
28:19) led William Booth to discover 
ways in which this great commission 
could be achieved. He saw in the 
community round about him 
people who needed Christ, 
people who needed hope, 
p e o p l e  w h o  n e e d e d 
transformation, people 
who in turn would take 
the gospel  to every 
nation.

Perhaps the words of 
Jesus shared in Matthew 25 
about the sheep and the 
goats impacted him strongly as 
he looked around and saw the 
exact situation that Jesus mentioned, 
right on his doorstep. There were still the 
hungry and thirsty, the poor and sick, 
those imprisoned in one way or another 
through addiction or in jail for crimes 
committed. The churches of the day 
were not impacting the lives of these 
people, and he felt compelled to do all he 
could rescue them and bring them to 
Christ. In his determination to bring 
social reform and greater justice, William 
Booth aggressively challenged wrongs 
and injustices, and in many cases laws 
were changed to bring about a better 

Founders Day 2020

Many of the programmes initiated by 
William Booth through The Salvation 
Army ran their course, achieved their 

goals – and to remain relevant, 
outdated programmes 

were closed in favour of a 
more urgently needed 
in i t i a t i ve  to  he lp 
people and bring 
them to Christ. In 
many countries, our 
hospitals served as 
the only lifeline to 

those who needed 
medical treatment – but 

today better equipped 
h o s p i t a l s  p r o v i d e d  b y 

government and the private sector 
have made it unnecessary to provide this 
service. Many schools started by The 
Salvation Army in areas where there was 
no other educational opportunity, have 
seen governments coming alongside and 
taking over this responsibility. Some of 
our schools have served their purpose 
and have been closed. In recent years, 
The Salvation Army have been the 
forerunners in HIV/Aids awareness and 
care, in addressing the problem of 
human trafficking and modern slavery, in 
providing relief and assistance to those 

lifestyle for the marginalised. Whether it 
was correcting wrong practices in the 
way matches were manufactured, or the 
concern about the low age of consent, or 
the unjust way in which prisoners were 
treated, or the plight of the homeless, 
the poor, the addicted, the starving 
masses, the marginalised – William 
Booth saw an opportunity to help people 
enjoy a better lifestyle outwardly and 
inwardly, as Jesus took control of their 
lives.

who have suffered from var ious 
manmade and natural disasters, in 
providing project funding for safe 
drinking water for communities, in 
starting self-help groups to help people 
develop their skills so that they can 
provide for their families. There is no end 
to what we can do as we embrace the 
spirit of William Booth – this man who 
allowed God to “have all there was of 
him”.

It has been widely stated that “where 
there is a need, there is The Salvation 
Army”. We include in many of our mission 
statements that we exist to meet human 
need without discrimination.  If we are to 
be true to our calling as Salvationists, we 
need to continue to seek new ways to 
bring people to Christ, to show His love, 
and to grow His kingdom.

On this Founder's Day of 2020, I am 
calling all Salvationists to look afresh at 
what God is calling you to do as you see 
those who, in Jesus' words, can be viewed 
as “sheep without a shepherd”. We have 
been able to use the opportunity for good 
in these last months to reach out to so 
many who have been affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic with support, with 
food, with equipment, with awareness. 
What else should we be doing – in the 
spirit of our founder – to show the love of 
Christ in practical ways?  William Booth 
was concerned that Salvationists might 
one day lose the vision that he set. His 
words continue to challenge us as he 
said: “We must wake ourselves up or 
someone else will take our place, and 
bear our cross, and thereby rob us of our 
crown.” Let us be wide awake to see the 
opportunities for ministry and service!
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THE GENERAL AND COMMISSIONER ROSALIE PEDDLE GIVE THANKS AND SHARE COVID-19 
THOUGHTS AND RESPONSES IN REVEALING VIDEO INTERVIEW

IN an exclusive video interview 
released today, General Brian Peddle 
and Commissioner Rosalie Peddle 
(World President of  Women's 
Ministr ies)  speak openly  and 
passionately about lockdown and the 
chal lenges and opportunit ies 
presented by The Salvation Army's 
COVID-19 response. They also 
reflect on what might be the 'next 
normal' for The Salvation Army.

The interview, conducted in London by the 
General's Private Secretary Major David 
Williamson, and filmed in a safe, socially-
distanced manner, reveals how the 
General felt on leaving International 
Headquarters (IHQ) for the last time 
before lockdown commenced. He shares 
openly about the 'air of uncertainty' 
surrounding the start of lockdown, but 
acknowledges the blessing of donors. He 
holds his predecessors and current co-
leaders in high esteem with regard to their 
fiscal management, putting The Salvation 
Army 'in a position where we were months, 
even a year ahead on our resources of 
disbursement'.

The international leaders share how 
transitioning to an online, working-from-
home model has enabled IHQ's work in 
supporting The Salvation Army around the 
world to continue, despite the workforce 
being unable to come together physically. 
'For me,' says Commissioner Rosalie, 'I 
think that the one thing I really miss, truly 
miss is the IHQ family.’

She shares from her heart about concerns 
that have 'accelerated' during the COVID-
19 pandemic: 'Things like modern slavery, 
human trafficking, child safety, certainly 
domestic violence,' she says, describing 
abuse within the home as a 'huge concern 
right now'.

He praises the creativity of Salvation Army 
officers,  so ld iers ,  vo lunteers and 

CREATIVE RESPONSES

Reflecting on the adage that 'the pandemic 
is no respecter of persons', the General 
thoughtfully unpacks the 'tremendously 
challenging' reality of places in the world 
'where ventilators are hardly heard of 
[and] where PPE is … elusive'.

employees in the diversity of the COVID-19 
response in local communities, sharing 
some examples. Considering also the ways 
in which The Salvation Army internationally 
has taken worship online, the General 
gives 'full credit to all those who have been 
courageous in the gospel'. It 'takes 
courage to put yourself in front of a camera 
and say it's on the Internet [where] the 
whole world can see me,' he says.

Looking ahead to what the leaders 
describe as the 'next normal', the General 
considers that 'maybe there is an 
opportunity here as we've pressed the 
pause button … what are we going to do 
now with the ministry opportunities we've 
added to our profile [during COVID-19]. 
And how are we going to safeguard those 
in the future?’

Highlighting the current atmosphere of 
international cooperation between 
governments, he asks: 'Could we learn to 
work more cooperatively and more 
concertedly to meet a need? If we can do 
that with COVID-19, can we then circle 
back round and talk about the poverty in 
the world, the sheer number of children 

'I suspect that we have – in this moment – 
a greater spiritual footprint in the world 
than we have had up to this time in our 
history. And it's because we have been able 
to engage through technology countless 
audiences who would not normally come 
and sit in our churches … The Salvation 
Army is, technically, right where it needs to 
be, and I'm grateful to God for his 
provision.’

Commissioner Rosalie wraps up the 35-
minute interview with an impassioned and 
unamb iguous  ' t hank  you '  t o  t he 
international Salvation Army world. The 
General echoes this in his conclusion, 
adding a clarion challenge to Salvationists: 
'I think my sense is … that we have to be as 
never before – the world needs us to be as 
never before – an outward-facing Army. 
Love the gathered church, enjoy it fully. But 
in our benedictions, may we understand 
that is the sending, that is us facing 
outward. If the need is there, then we face 
that way. If the need is here we face this 
way.

who die?' Summing up, he repeats: 'We can 
do better.’

He speaks, too, of governments which have 
historically 'not been overtly friendly' to The 
Salvation Army but 'see our work, they must 
value our work, and they know we can 
mobilise', and the opportunities presented 
in recent days when invited by these 
r eg imes  t o  h e l p  s e r ve  s uffe r i ng 
communities.

'THANK YOU'

 · 
The full video interview can be watched on 
the 'Generals Facebook Page and is 
d o w n l o a d a b l e  i n  H D  f r o m 
https://vimeo.com/salvationarmyihq/genc
ovidinterview.

'God bless the very fabric of The Salvation 
Army that he's raised up!’

IHQ Communications
International Headquarters

https://salvationarmy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41a8f599918d864075f1a25d4&id=28650e19d6&e=9fc783d23f
https://salvationarmy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41a8f599918d864075f1a25d4&id=28650e19d6&e=9fc783d23f
https://salvationarmy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41a8f599918d864075f1a25d4&id=1347bb936f&e=9fc783d23f
https://salvationarmy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41a8f599918d864075f1a25d4&id=1347bb936f&e=9fc783d23f
https://salvationarmy.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41a8f599918d864075f1a25d4&id=1347bb936f&e=9fc783d23f
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These words are addressed by prophet 
Jeremiah during the time of disaster, 
centuries before the common era. Scientists 
are working to explain the causes and origin 
of the corona virus with evidence, yet 
conspiracy theories still abound. Some of the 
religious leaders are telling that the virus is 
God's message for people. Though we are 
suffering, and fear of this pandemic is 
experienced throughout the world, this 
situation has taught us how life should be 
lived. During Covid 19 many religious people 
have turned to their religious responses.

COVID 19

People who were infected with COVID-19 
virus will experience mild to moderate 
respiratory illness and recovered without 
requiring special treatment.  Elderly people, 
and those with underlying medical problems 
like cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic 
respiratory disease, and cancer are more 
likely to develop serious illness.

I would suggest the ways to overcome the 
fear by Bible based concept. Psalm 91 is the 
powerful chapter in the Bible where we could 
learn about the protection God gives in 
certain undesirable situation. We could 

The world is facing  undesirable situation. 
Most of the countries in the world are under 
lockdown due to the corona virus threat. The 
word fear has become the most commonly 
heard one throughout the globe.  In the 
situation of pandemic, even our churches 
remain closed for a long period of time. As a 
Christian it has been an unusual situation for 
us to face. People are prone to a great fear on 
how to overcome the loses which the great 
massive lockdown has made.

Corona is an infectious disease caused by a 
newly discovered  virus called novel corona.

J
eremiah 9:20 'Death has come up into 
our windows it has entered our palaces 
to cut off the children from the streets 

and the young men from squares.

The best way to prevent and slow down 
transmission is be well informed about the 
COVID-19 virus, the disease it causes and 
how it spreads. Protect yourself and others 
from infection by washing your hands or 
using an alcohol-based hand wash rub 
frequently and not touching your face. 

analyse the passage and is given promises 
based on the word . faith

1. SURRENDER TO HIM:

The first verse of PS 91 says that 'He who 
dwells in the shelter of the most hight will rest 
in the shadow of the Almighty'.  And this 
assurance of protection is given to one who 
goes in the shelter of the most high. So, in this 
regard, now the decision is ours to get rid of 
the pandemic, one should dwell in the shadow 
of the Almighty and dwell in the shelter of the 
most height. 

Ps 91:9,10 says 'If you say, the Lord is my 
refuge and you make the most high your 
dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no 
disaster will come near your tent'.

2. CONFESS TO HIM:

Jewish tradition says that this psalm was 
written by Moses as a psalm of protection. 
God miraculously protected Israelites through 
their journey from Egypt to Canon. The same 
God can even protect us from the possible 
dangers today that we are facing in the form 
of COVID-19. So, now we need to confess that  
you are our refuge. You are our fortress and 
You are the one whom I can put my trust'.

1. Wash your hands 
often.

Psalms 91:14 says, 'Because he loves me says 
the Lord, I will rescue him, I will protect him 
for he acknowledges my name'. So, it proves 
that the Lord Almighty will protect and rescue 
the one who loves Him and acknowledge His 
name. So, if we wanted to be protected and 
rescued, we need to love Him and to 
acknowledge His name that 'under the heaven 
and on the earth, there is no name to save us 
other than Jesus alone'.

3. ACKNOWLEDGE AND LOVE HIM :

The Covid-19 pandemic 
e xpe r i e n c e s  made 
whole world to stumble 
and frightened but at 
the same time it taught 
us to change and modify 
our behaviour in the 
context of the following 
points

2. Learned to wear mask when go out (avoid 
pollution)

May God bless us all! Amen

3. Learned about self-discipline 

9. Learned to cook by self, new recipe

µ Love Him and acknowledge His Name

So, dear friends, we need not to be frightened 
as the Lord says, 'Fear not,  I am with you 
always'.

4.Learned to cope up with the current situation 
to survive alone

Our response is 

10. COVID-19 is also transforming our 
relationships to the environment 

7. Learn how to be contended alone with what 
we have

µ Tell Him, 'You are the refuge, fortress you 
are the one whom I can    put my trust’

8. The importance of talking to friends and 
relatives every day

15. It inspired to modify our behaviour.

µ To dwell in the shadow of the most high

5. It has strengthened the family bondage

13. Basic helping tendency towards each other 
is increased

12. COVID-19 has forced us to make dramatic 
changes in every area of life

14. Entire lifestyle changes to practice better 
hygiene

Now the air is clean, and the environment is 
green.

6. It taught us to understand human norms 
and values

11. We connect even more strongly with our 
natural surroundings  

FEAR NOT

Lt. Colonel G. Christopher Selvanath
M.A., M.B.A., M. Div., Ph.D.
Secretary for Business Administration
India South Eastern Territory

GO WITH COVID 



Tree of life is a tree that gives fruits of life. 
If we choose this tree God will protect us 
from all dangerous situations, as promised 
in Psalm 91:11 “For he will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways and all the new things will 
happen in our lives”. But we are failing to 
choose the right tree. If you choose so, 
what  things that we receive as follows:

    A New beginning
    A New power

W
hile we are doing morning 
prayers in our office sudden 
thought came to my mind while 

reading words of life, and starting book of 
Bible Genesis. From Genesis: 2: 9 “And the 
Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out 
of the ground—trees that were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” 
This verse caught my heart where paused 
and pondered about the verse deeply.

There are three kinds of trees, 1. Pleasing 
to eye.2. Tree of life, and 3. The tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Among these 
three trees which tree we are choosing? 
We are denying the tree which is useful, 
helpful, supportive and that gives us 
eternal blessings. 

    A New understanding.

A New Power : It is the spiritual power 
bestowed by God. No one conquers such 
power from us. This power enables us to 
be courageous, bold and strong to 
proclaim the good news, and stand as 
witness to Lord Jesus Christ. It enriches 
our spirit to lead a life which glorifies God 
the Lord our Saviour. We can also diligently 
accomplish the task what God entrusted 
us.  Acts 1: 8  says “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth. “Because Paul choose 
the right tree he was able to stand as 
witness to God in sort of situations. 

A New understanding : Acts 2: 36 
Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: 
God has made this Jesus, whom you 
cruc ified,  both Lord and 
Messiah.

When few power generates in our lives it 
can be availed for the positive purposes 
with mighty deeds done in our lives.

Whereas Adam and Eve failed to choose 
the right tree, instead they choose the tree 
which is harmful and that brought hardship 
in their lives. 

The tree of life creates a new 
understanding. That is nothing 
but, Once I was lost, but now I 
a m  f o u n d .  T h i s  i s  t h e 
understanding that we need in 
everyone’s life. Jesus was 
crucified for our sins through 

A New Beginning : We hear a say “A 
good beginning half done.” Acts 2: 5 “Now 
there were staying in Jerusalem God 
fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven”. When disciples were speaking 
tongues, all the people were amazed! It 
was real new beginning in their lives, which 
inspired many to turn for Christ Jesus. New 
beginning allures the lives of many. It 
creates anxiety in others how is it possible 
to do so, or be so. At a point we put a step 
for a cause of newness it may be difficult, 
but at the end the victory arrives. 

If a new brand, or product is introduced in 
market, many of us yield to purchase it at 
any cost. In the same way if we choose the 
right tree we will be attracted by many in 
Christ Jesus to stand as witness in his 
mission. Newness refreshes our souls, 
spirits and our divine living pattern. 
newness creates a covenant with God and 
in God, it renews our dedication, 
commitment in our mission to work 
together in Christ which leads to revival in 
the lives of individuals, communities and 
society. It is a transformation act, which 
should be inculcated in everyone's life.

In Christ Choose the right tree which is the 
reason of receiving new power, new 
beginning and new understanding. The 
fruits and leaves from this tree is useful for 
us. Revelation 22:2-5 On each side of the 
river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 
crops of fruit yielding its fruit every month. 
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing 
of the nations. No longer will there be any 
curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in city and his servants will serve him. 
They will see his face, and his name will be 
on their foreheads. There will be no more 
night. They will not need the light of a lamp 
or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will 
give them light. And they will reign for ever 
and ever. No more Curses only blessings. 

Christ we receive redemption and salvation. 
Christ crucifixion and death should be 
depicted in everyone's mind, we can see 
that conviction is the work of the Spirit, he 
works in conjunct ion with human 
cooperation.

New understanding provides fellowship, 
cooperation and collaboration in our 
mission. Peter was identified by the crowd 
he was the disciple of Jesus who stood as a 
witness.

Adam and Eve couldn't understand the 
power, Beginning and understanding of 
God. They are longing for worldly 
knowledge of good and evil. So their lives 
were devoured by the Satan and devastated 
their lives with destruction.

Article
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Choosing a right tree.Choosing a right tree.

Major Sunitha Kumari Mikkili
Officer in charge Social
India central Territory

The War Cry   July ����



8

Bible Study

The War Cry  July ����

A look through Scripture reveals the 
importance of gardens. God's Word often 
uses stories or illustrations of plants, 
t rees,  v ineyards,  fie lds,  sowing, 
harvesting and bearing fruit to reveal 
spiritual truths (e.g., Psalm 1, Isaiah 5:1-
7, John 15:1-8, Mark 4, Galatians 5:22-
23, Revelation 22:1-2). God's story, which 
begins in a garden in Eden, reaches a 
climax in a garden with a new tomb (John 
19:41). It is no coincidence that it was in a 
garden that sin first appeared and where 
sin was ultimately defeated by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ!

I
n the continuing creation story of the 
second chapter of Genesis, it states in 
verse 8 that “God planted a garden.” 

In Genesis 1:11, God spoke, and “the land 
produced vegetation—all sorts of seed-
bearing plants, and trees with seed-
bearing fruit.” In preparing a place for 
man to live, He didn't build a city or a 
house; He built a garden which man was 
“ to  tend and watch  over.”  Jus t 
imagine—God planting a garden!

Have you ever planted a garden? It is very 
hard work. Many years ago, I decided to 
plant a garden in our backyard. I had a 
friend come and plow up the ground with 
his tiller, preparing it for the seeds to be 
planted. I called this my “Faith Garden,” 
because I had faith that we would reap a 
harvest come the fall. I also exercised 
faith that we would not receive a change 
of appointment, so that we would still be 
living in this location when the fruit would 
be ready to enjoy. (Sadly, we received 
farewell orders and moved to another 
city, leaving the garden to those who 
followed us.)

Bible Study Series

Like the references to 
ga rden ing  found 
throughout Scripture 
noted above, God's 
promise of presence 
can be found from 
G e n e s i s  t o 
Re v e l a t i o n .  T h e 

When I think of God planting a garden, 
there are certain truths that emerge. First 
is the preparation needed—clearing and 
plowing up the ground, deciding which 
plants will flourish in this location, and 
then purchasing seeds. Once the planting 
or sowing takes place, there is the 
ongoing protection of the new fledgling 
plants from bugs, animals and storms. A 
barrier or wall is needed to keep out 
unwanted visitors in addition to applying 
fertilizer and water as needed. Then 
comes the perseverance—wait ing 
patiently for the flowers to emerge on the 
plants which ultimately become fruit. This 
is accompanied by pulling out weeds and 
pruning the plants to foster more growth. 
Most important is the presence required. 
You can't just plant a garden and leave it 
alone to produce fruit on its own.

In Genesis 2, we see the first example of 
God and man working together to 
produce fruit. God planted, and man 
tended and watched over the garden 
(2:15). God sowed, and man enjoyed the 
fruit—beautiful and delicious (2:9). 
Chapter 3 tells us that God walked about 
in this garden he planted—spending time 
with Adam and Eve when the cool evening 
breezes were blowing (3:8). Although sin 
marred this relationship, God's promise of 
H i s  p r e s e n c e 
continues to this day. 

#1 . God Planted a Garden#1 . God Planted a Garden
"Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, "Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, 
and there he placed the man he had made." – Genesis 2:8and there he placed the man he had made." – Genesis 2:8

#1 . God Planted a Garden
"Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, 
and there he placed the man he had made." – Genesis 2:8

covenant with Abraham reads, “This is the 
everlasting covenant: I will always be your 
God and the God of your descendants” 
(Genesis 17:7). At the burning bush, God 
promised Moses, “I will be with you” 
(Exodus 3:12).

As we continue to explore the metaphors 
and illustrations of gardens, sowing and 
fruit in the coming months, let us covenant 
to spend time in His Word—walking with 
God in the cool evening breezes. Joshua 
1:8 commands, “Study this Book of 
Instruction continually. Meditate on it day 
and night so you will be sure to obey 
everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do.” As you 
do, watch and enjoy the fruit that will begin 
to grow in your garden!

That promise continued for Joshua: “ … for 
the Lord will personally go ahead of you, 
He will be with you; he will neither fail you 
nor abandon you” (Deuteronomy 31:8). 
The promise continues, as Jesus tells his 
disciples, “And be sure of this: I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20). The promise in 
Revelation says, “Look, God's home is now 
among his people! He will live with them, 
and they will be his people. God himself 
will be with them”  (Revelation 21: 3).

Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson
Director
Spiritual Life Development
USA Southern Territory 
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(2) Showing pornography. 

W
omen are prone to harassment 
everywhere in this modern 
society. In spite of educational 

growth and technological advancement 
women suffer a lot, as they are working 
outside. Here, we are discussing the 
extent of harassment in workplace and 
the means to overcome it. The purpose is 
not to show all men in a negative manner, 
but to educate women not to be panic in 
such difficult situations. 
By giving respect to our men colleagues 
we can say that only a small percentage of 
men are engaged in it. But there are 
situations where women persecuting 
women. Here we are d iscuss ing 
harassment as a social issue.

What is Harassment?

According to the Supreme Court of India 
the following behavior or gestures against 
women comes under harassment and it is 
an offence.

(1) Physical contact and advances, which 
are sexual in nature.

(3) Unpleasant or threatening behavior 
and remarks. 

(5) Do or say something with a wrong 
purpose. 
(6) Treat or frighten women with sexually 
colored behavior. 

(4) Annoying women with unfair dealings. 

W o r k p l a c e 
H a r a s s m e n t  - 
Social Impact
 
Today's speedy life 
never gives adequate 
safety and security to 
working women. Our 
constitution ensures 
gender equality to end 
a l l  t y p e s  o f 
discrimination against women. But 
usually in workplace inequality prevails 
with regard to wages, gender, working 
hours, facilities of work and so on. This 
difference is seen mostly in unorganized 
sector of laborers.

Women must face harassment if she is 
late from work, which may be due to lack 
of conveyance, workload, extra time or 
illness. The questioning looks of people 
may make her upset, in addition to the 
fatigue she gets from that day's work. 
Such negative approach to women in 
society occurs due to lack of education, 
difference between boy and girl child, 
difference in economic and social status 
etc. 

Most women remain s i lent af ter 
harassment as they fear that their self-
respect may be lost, and it will adversely 
affect their employment and that their 
colleagues may not support them. 
Moreover, they fear the judicial process 
and its consequences. So, they never go 
for complaining.

A strong weapon 
for protecting 
w o m e n  f r o m 
s e x u a l 
harassment is 
' T h e  S e x u a l 
Harassment of 
W o m e n  a t 
W o r k p l a c e 
( P r e v e n t i o n , 

L e g a l 
Protection 

Prohibition and Redressal)' Act of 2013 
(POSH Act 2013). The Criminal Law 
Amendment Act 2013 says that sexual 
harassment is a criminal offence.

In India, the incidence lead to the cases 
such as the Nirbhaya case of New Delhi 
and Vishaka case of Rajasthan made 
women to be strong enough to fight 
against harassment. Some of the women 
organizations with regard to this subject is 
emerging. The 'Me Too' campaign also 
supports women to protest against sexual 
harassment. In Kerala there is an 
organization called 'Women Collective in 
Cinema' (WCC) comprising of women 
working in the Film Industry. In spite of all 
these preventive laws, reports of sexual 
harassment and rape cases are amazingly 
increasing day-by-day.

What to Do?

Nowadays women have learnt how to 
overcome degradation and harassment. 
They have begun to react and show 
response. Emerging new generation is 
aware of the situation and they have the 
ability to tackle the situation. In workplace 
men and women are equal and the 
difference is only physical, but not in 
thinking ability and intelligence. Even then, 
if you are subject to harassment in 
workplace the following facts must be kept 
in mind.

è Show courage. 

è Do not ignore it when get harassed.

è Resort to Law. 

 

è Do not take back your complaint.

è Keep records.

Workplace Harassment 
on Women - Social Issue

Marykutty Rajayya
M. A., B. Ed.
Trivandrum Central Corps
India South Western Territory
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“
What is LOVE?” on my faded 
memory; It was a question that 

Helen Keller was drawing in the palm 
of Anne Sullivan Macy. To the deaf 
and blind Helen, Macy was not only a 
nurse but was everything. On a 
certain occasion Macy passionately 
wrote on Helen's hand “I love you”. 
The little girl Helen asked back to 
Macy writing with her tender pointing 
finger, the above question. 

Does it say that 
b a d  t h i n g s 
happen in life 
because of the 
a b s e n c e  o f 
God? Or if there 
is a sovereign 
God and His 

The longing and struggling  of dear 
ones, during this lockdown period, 
from different corners of the world, 
home land and even in same state, to 
know about and to join with, was 
moving and heart rending, isn't it? 
Some of the means that they adopted 
to reach out to their family members 
are extremely adventurous and sadly 
some of them lost their lives because 
of this. What was the striving force 
that led them even to take the risky 
steps but love? We know it's a noble 
and strong feeling without which the 
world may not exist. What would be 
the source of this sentiment?  
Anyway, breach in it may result in 
total breakdown. It may turn the 
attitude and perspectives of one 
upside down. Loss of loved ones, 
damage to the comfort zones, threat 
to what delighted and considered 
precious etc may seriously affect our 
outlook. Lots of 'why's will sprout out. 
Currently the world soil is much more 
ready to spring out such seeds. On 
similar situation, years ago, a family 
faced. It had happened in a pious and 
decent family where they claimed and 
were proud that God is their friend 
and frequent visitor. But when they 
were in difficulty and in loss, they felt 
abandoned. And they cry out to God 
“if you had been here....” (John 
11:32)

There the question 'what is love' 
disturbs our thoughts. Is it just a 
feeling? Do we love someone and 
does it mean that we can never 
e v e r  c a u s e  t h e m  w o r r y ?  
Somebody gave an illustration of a 
fa ther  tak ing h is  ch i ld  for 
vaccination. How we can infallibly 
differentiate good and bad? What 
would be the perfect measuring 
rod to discern the ultimate best? 
How many  t imes  have  we 
regretted our deeds or words once 
we felt was perfectly alright? 

What is love? How THE LOVE 
moves in and among changing 
seasons? Could THE LOVE be 
demonstrated and personified 
through us to the world. 

entity is love, there will not be a 
chance for evil or bad things? 

Then where is the problem? If I 
quote the well-known Christian 
apologist Dr. Ravi Zachariah, if it is 
a problem we can easily find the 
solution, but it is a mystery. 
Because this question arises; 
mostly when we are in trouble, it 
make us extreme difficult to sort it 
out.  As Thirukural says 'it's 
searching a drowned one with a 
country lantern'  As it recorded in 
the book of Daniel, the three 
Hebrew youth in the furnace 
couldn't realize the fourth one 
walking along with them but the 
king realized and amazed that an 
angel was walking along with 
them! And the theologians opines 
that the first spark of fire fall into 
the heart of Paul the apostle while 
they stoned Stephen to death. 

“If you had been here.....”

Regd. No. 69291/1997
July 2020

Volume: 21  Number: 7

Major C. J. Bennymon 
Auditor 

India South Western Territory
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G
reetings to you in the 

precious name of Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, I am 

very glad to share my experience in 

SACO 2020 .  We  were  fou r 

delegates from ICT, held from 

January 26, 2020 to February 26, 

2020. The total delegates from 

South Asia Zone 23 in number. Our 

session theme was “Servants in 

Community” based on Mark 10: 45 

“for even the son of man did not come to be served”, but to serve, 

and to give his life as ransom for many”. Our faculty taught many 

subjects and things based on this theme and this key verse. Like 

goal setting, Self-Support, and Anti- Human Trafficking. Spiritual 

formation, Spiritual gift survey and creative worship. Integrated 

mission, Sexuality, Social Justice, Theology of Officership, Church 

growth, Ecumenical relationships, and finance. 

I gained spiritually, educationally, and refreshed to be like Jesus. I 

have a strong relationship with Jesus during SACO 2020, and 

dedicated my life to be a Servant Leader. Really it was a great 

privilege to me, I enjoyed a lot and blessed by every event in 

SACO 2020. I assure that this experience will help useful to 

develop my personal life and in my future ministry as well.

Especially Corps based Community taught by Major Heather 

Poxon who is working as International Development Officer. 

Governance, Salvation Army and the Sacraments, Gender Equity, 

21st Century Challenges for Officers, Questions and Answers 

these Subjects taught by Our International Leaders IS and 

ZSWM, which helped to get more aware. 

Indeed our faculty and our International Leaders IS and ZSWM 

taught us very meaningful and useful things which convinced us 

to dedicate our lives as  Servant leaders.

I am very much grateful to God, the Salvation Army and the 

Leaders of ICT for given me this opportunity to attend SACO 

2020.

My Experience 
in SACO 2020 

Capt Vijaya Lakshmi Dasari
Secretary for Community Development Programs
India Central Territory

G
reetings to all War Cry 
readers in the mighty name 
of Jesus Christ. I praise and 

thank God and also the leaders for 
giving this privilege to share my 
experience of ICO. I am very 
thankful to the leaders for selecting 
me to ICO 244 Session. We were 36 
delegates representing from five 
zones. Though their culture, 
traditions, food habits, clothing and languages were 
different we gathered as one session one Army. I spent 40 
days at ICO. I was astonished by the training, to see the 
army work and God's plan towards me. During these 40 
days I have learned many topics such as Spiritual 
experience with God, Servant leadership, Bible meditation, 
International Administration, Finance, transforming into 
Holiness, Purpose, Aim and the vision about the future Army 
and God's way with me.  The lectures were taught by 
spiritual leaders about teachings of Christ. Those days were 
so Holy and valuable in my life.  Once again I confirmed 
God's Call on me and my Covenant. Many more topics 
influenced me.
 
One day we spent with God (24 Hours) during this day I got 
much blessed. By the grace of God I visited two corps in 
London where I shared my Testimony. I paid my tribute 
during the visit of Abney park to the Founders.  I visited the 
William Booth college and East London places where early 
army work was started. I pray that this experience will be 
benefited for my future service. After this rich experience I 
decided to utilize my service to God's ministry and the Army 
with faithfully, this is my strong aim for future. Once again I 
am thankful to God for travel mercies and also the leaders 
for giving me this privilege. I request all the readers to 
kindly pray for my family and Ministry. Thanking you all.

Major G. Vijaya Kumar
Territorial Auditor

India Central Territory         

MY EXPERIENCE AT INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE FOR OFFICERS, LONDON – 244 SESSION
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William Booth had an instinctive gift to 
study men and matters at a glance and 
could easily perceive their physical and 
sp i r i t ua l  needs .  The re  was  two 
distinguished qualities noticed in his early 
life. One was loving beign heart and the 
other was his rigorous unsparing religious 
honesty and austere practices. By nature 
William Booth was kind, generous, 
sympathetic and warm hearted man.

M
uch has been written on the life 
and work of General William 
Booth. Many veteran authors and 

journalists have written his biography. His 
own children have recorded their 
impressions in a most significant manner. 
His colleagues have written on Him in a 
fascinating way. Junior officers have been 
inspired by his simplicity and humility. He 
was indeed a great celebrity. Herold Begie 
his Official Biographer said, “William Booth 
is likely to remain for many centuries, one 
of the most signal figures in human 
Christian Church. How true his words are 
today! The Spirit of William Booth reached 
other countries long before he actually 
landed on the soil of those countries.

AS PAWN BROKER'S APPRENTICE :
As Pawnbroker's Apprentice at the age of 
14 years Wil l iam Booth began to 
understand the miseries of poor people. 
And it was at this period, he learned the 
words, 'Pledge' and 'Redemption', which 
later played a greater role with a different 
meaning in his religious warfare.  His 
character had gone under a great 
t r a n s f o rma t i o n  s i n c e  h e  wa s  a 
Pawnbroker's apprentice. 

SPIRIT OF BENEVOLENCE :

INSTINCTIVE GIFT :

THE SPIRIT OF WILL POWER :
When William Booth made any decision, 
he will stick to it when his children 

He was perturbed greatly to see homeless 
people sleeping on the bridges shivering in 
the biting cold. He instructed his son 
Bramwell Booth to do something for them. 
This was the proof of the Spirit of his 
Benevolence. Spirit of Benevolence was a 
gift of the Spirit of God to William Booth. 
Bramwell Booth said that benevolence was 
the first quality of his father.

THE SPIRIT OF   

c. The Spirit enabled him to distinguish 
people of God from the wicked.

THE SPIRIT OF DEVOTION :

According to William Booth the Holy Spirit 
is the source of 'Spiritual Life'. In his 
spiritual life, we could see that 

THE SPIRIT OF LIFE :

a. The Spirit endued William Booth power.
b. The Spirit enabled him to see or discern 
spiritual things.

disobeyed his orders or differ on certain 
matters, he stood by the Orders & 
Regulations of the Army and had never 
shown any paternal bias even though they 
left the Army. William Booth wrote to his 
son Herbert Booth, saying, “______ in this 
matter, I have not been willing to recognize 
any right inherited by birth”. 

d. The Spirit empowered William Booth to 
love truth and hate falsehood. 
e. The Spirit made William Booth a 
vacarious General seeking pleasure in 
doing in good to others and 
f. The Spirit provided needed power in 
William Booth to glorify the Almighty God. 

THE SPIRIT OF PURITY :
William Booth realized that the Spirit of 
Purity was a pre-requisite for anyone who 
desire to worship God. The tenth article of 
Army beliefs states, “We believe that it is 
the privilege of all believers to be wholly 
sanctified, and that their whole Spirit and 
Soul and Body may be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 
In an article entitled 'Holiness' William 
Booth wrote, “It is no use crying to God to 
cleanse you whol ly while keeping 
something back. For a full Salvation you 
must bring an undivided consecration”.

His devotion to Jesus was threefold in 
nature a) to save men from their sins b) to 
bring them to the state of 
Holy life c) to provide relief 
to the poor irrespective of 
cast, creed and colour. His 
ambition was souls of 
men.

In Ho ly  war  Wi l l i am 
Booth's weapon were not 

THE SPIRIT OF HOLY 
WAR

William Booth life's filled with the spirit of 
Burning love. He used to say that love must 
be the ruling passion of our lives. It should 
be Changeless and Quenchless burning 
love. That was his Theology of love.

Dear Readers, General William Booth said in 
his last message '__ I'll fight – I will fight to 
the very end”. This was the Spirit of William 
Booth. This is the Spirit of Salvation Army. 
This must be your Spirit. That is the Spirit of 
Christ. God Bless You!

THE SPIRIT OF FAITH :

THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH :

carnal. His strength was from the Law of 
God. He said on one occasion. 'Getting 
saved and keeping saved, and then getting 
somebody else saved and then getting 
saved ourselves more and more, until full 
Salvation on earth makes the heaven within 
which is finally perfected by the full 
Salvation without on the other side of the 
river. 

William Booth believed in Jesus Words, 'I 
am the Truth'. He said “you must yourselves 
know the meaning and importance and 
reason of the truths you proclaimed to 
others”. He made soul saving was his 
primary business. In order to make others 
to do this business, he said that one must be 
true to himself.

THE SPIRIT OF BURNING LOVE :

William Booth was a man of faith. His notion 
was that Faith creates assurance of 
existence of God. Without Faith is without 
God. His faith never shattered though some 
of his officers as well as his own children left 
the Army. 

WILLAIM BOOTHWILLAIM BOOTHWILLAIM BOOTH

Rev. Dr. N. L. Victor 
O. F., CSM
Hyderabad Temple Corps
India Central Territory
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If I am Blind to human need?

“Others” this one word by General 
William booth is still entire contents of 
our Mission and applicable even today, 
not outdated  with its essence. It is 
believed, this was a Christmas Telegram 
Sent by William Booth in the early 1900s 
to encourage Army leaders around the 
world. There was a time Booth needs to 
encourage, inspire and direct the forces 
to think others. His forces need not to be 
reminded to put Jesus first as all of them 
had the fire with passionate love for 
Jesus Christ and they lived with Christ.

So with this one word “Others” William 
Booth reminded the Salvationists to be 
like Christ and to think of and serve 
others and their physical needs. 
Nowadays the Salvation Army is well 
known for its social and disaster services 
and the driving force is the passionate 
love for Jesus. Hence William Booth is 
known as revivalist, champion of social 
reform and friend of the poor and 
Downtrodden,  speak ing on the 
importance of practical Christian action.

D
ear Readers, Greetings in the 
matchless name of Our Lord and 
Jesus Christ. Of Course many of 

us might have read several time Others, 
in view of this present situation, through 
this article just I want to relate how 
appropriate this Word “Others” is still 
applicable.

What is Divine about my Creed

For you have said they serve you best

                  NESB 1003 Second Stanza

 
Booth Practiced what he advised 
others and it could be proved with this 
incident. Two days before the General's 
visit to south India, a terrible Cholera 
epidemic spread al l  over South 
Travancore and thousands of people 
died. To bring the General to South India 
during this predicament was a greater 
problem for those responsible for his 
welfare. Booth Tucker and others 

Who serve the helpless and oppressed.

“Others”“Others”“Others” is Salvationists' 
Sacrament

advised the General 
to cancel the visit, 
but the he would 
have none of it and 
said, “Cholera or 
no Cholera, I am 
going there, I will 
not disappoint my 
peop l e  who  a r e 
waiting to hear my 
message. 
 
In the mind of William Booth the 
sacrament of the Good Samaritan 
was an integral part of the sacrifice 
offered for the redemption of 
mankind, only this was a sacrament in 
which God's people could-and should - 
actively share. Salvation for William 
Booth had always meant salvation for 
the whole man and their needs 
awareness.

The Expression of Elijah Godman in a 
characteristic notice which he had 
posted up in every shelter when he 
became head of the Social reform wing is 
more appropriate in 21st Century.

“No man needs to beg, Steel, Starve,
Sleep out at nights, be a Pauper

On the other side we hear Economic 
slowdown, unemployment, or no 
employments etc., the migrants are 
walking miles together to reach homes, 
Suicides together with the family 
members are identified with the impact 
of COVID19. Many places in India we 
hear the cry for help to give food, shelter, 
water, treatments.

Let us come forward with action within 

We are living amidst the pandemic 
COVID- 19 , Every  day we hear the news 
in dailies and Televisions and social 
medias from both the Central and state 
Government about the Lockdown, Social 
Curfew, Stay at home, work at home etc. 

Or Commit suicide
We will help you “

our capacity not only looking for others to 
address the need of others cry. What we 
have done in the Name of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ is the destiny to 
Eternal life. If we do something for others 
Our Lord Jesus Christ will say “I tell you 
the Truth, whatever you did for one of the 
leases of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me” – Matthew 25:40

Let our Service for others be our 
Sacrament.

Let the Comforting words of others be our 
Sacrament.

Let our Financial help to others be our 
Sacrament.

Every Salvationists' own redeemed life in 
Christ is our Sacrament and Every 
Salvationists' concern over others welfare 
is our Sacrament.

“Brothers of mine” (Jesus) were the 
people with hunger, without cloths, Sick, 
and in prison. Yes, Due to the COVID-19 
impact, we see people without food, 
cloths, living with diseases, Isolated and 
feeling that they are in prisons. 

The Salvation Army's Social services 
were not born out of any doctrinaire 
theory but out of the involvement of 
the  Sa lvat ion is ts  h imsel f  in 
situations of the human need.

Let our prayers for others be our 
sacrament. 

Let our Consoling Words of other 
bereaved families be our Sacrament.

Lieutenant Colonel Y. Manoharan
Secretary for Business Administration
India Central Territory
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“What does the symbols; like red shield, of 
the Salvation Army mean to us personally 
and what it mean to the community where it 
is present?” The question from the facilitators 
fans up for brainstorming by delegates and 
piercing into their introspection. It was a 
gushing out of stories touching thousands 
and thousands of lives throughout the years 
passed, transforming individual and social 
strands weaved along with other factors of 
social body. There are significant landmarks 
in the history that are scripted in golden 
letters which The Salvation Army contributed 
in building up of the nations. It is conspicuous 
that the innovative involvement of the 
movement in spiritual, social, educational, 
literature, economic and other spheres of 
society. As the glimpse of glory, the 
outstanding investment that the movement 
made, in moulding community better and its 
impact in the long run crossing generations 
unveils the brighter images of inspiring 
stories of The Salvation Army. The delegates 
draw out that the emerging symbols of the 
Salvation Army rooted in the soul of the 
society as the 'brand' for integrity and 
reliability.  A brand for noble service in 
humble way, a brand for reformation 
reaching grass root to top notch. This is the 
prestigious heritage of our movement, the 
highly valued legacy passed on. Followed by 
a deep breath it was the soliloquies 'there 
may be none to tell this story without losing 
its warmth and vigour but we the Salvationist 
who hold the heritage of same passion and 
zeal'. Yes, it is to be reminded and repeated 
more effectively to the present.

“
Why The Salvation 
Army; question raised 

by a young chap in a 
conference, “among a 
number of organizations 
a s  s u c h  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y ” ?   T h e 
following days of the 
conference were the 
response to its resonance.  
Major Peter Mc Guigan, 
the well known author 
winner of multiple awards 
for excellence in Christian 
publishing and Captain 
Tara McGuigan were the 
facilitators of the conference.   It led a 
communication break through which 
resulted in throwing light on many areas of 
generations over shadowed and kindle fire on 
to the hearts and thoughts of the 
participants. The conference was organized 
by Colonel Nihal Hettiarachchi, Territorial 
Commander, India South western territory 
venue at Johnson hall Kowdiar for three days 
commencing from 5th of March 2020. 

We have a story to.....        And a brand to......We have a story to.....        And a brand to......

It is considerably important that the 
ident ificat ion o f  personne l ,  Med ia , 
opportunities etc without compromising our 
values and morale, and building up of 
relationship with them which is capable 
enough to ensure the flow of their support. To 
maintain the relationship and partnership in 
mission could be much more effectual if there 
is an advisory board comprising of such 
personalities representing different walks of 
the community. And the transparency in 
making it known and accessible to the public 
will strengthen our credibility. Have the story 
behind the brand, be the brand of the story, 
let the story renowned, make the story 
established and May the stories foretell the 
future.

Hence the communities have the right and we 
have the obligation to convey the significance 
and meaning of our 'ministry of presence' and 
make them sense the striving force behind 
our mission. The implication to strengthen 
our communication and public relations is 
relevant here. To get us be well introduced, 
we must be well prepared and has to have 
sound understanding on whom we are going 
to. To convey our stories efficiently and to 
convince how much relevant and significant 
our business is for their better tomorrow, we 
have to make use of agreeable possibilities of 
media; the most effective communicative 
means, of the generation. And need to carry 
out and accomplish our mission at its best in 
partnership with reliable resources. 

Our identification with the banner we are 
called for to serve under, sensing the soul of 
the legacy and passion to replicate the image 
of Christ to current and coming generations 
will make us nothing but the 'brand'.

Major C. J. Bennymon 
for Salvation Army Media Network 

(SAMN) an ISWT initiation on media

My comrades, let us covet, let us seek 
earnestly- nay, let us never rest until we 
possess, in all its fullness this celestial 
passion.

Far be it, my comrades, from me to say 
one word that would stay the longing of 
any heart for the extraordinary gifts 
already mentioned. I long for them 
myself. I believe in their necessity, and I 
believe they are already amongst us. By 
all means let us have the perfection of the 
Divine method of working. The poor 
infidel world should be made to see all of 
God that is possible, in order that it may 
believe. But at the same time, I cannot 
help being influence by the closing verse 
of 1 Corinthians 12, the chapter 
especially devoted to the consideration 
of extraordinary gifts, in which the Holy 
Ghost explains that there is "a more 
excellent way"; that is, a more valuable 
gift than any of these extraordinary ones.

Believe me, Yours full of expectation for 
greater things, William Booth.

Copyright © 2000 Journal of Aggressive 
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This the apostle explains to be the 
possession of, the being filled with, that 
burning passion of love which filled the 
breast of Jesus Christ; and that his was 
the greater gift, because capable of 
accomplishing vaster results; a force that 
can do more for the advancement of the 
War and the Salvation of souls from sin 
and misery and hell, which can do more 
for the creation of peace and joy and 
Heaven than all the other gifts put 
together without it- a force which is not 
only in harmony with, but partakes of the 
very essence of that power which fills and 
sustains and gladdens the universe; for 
surely the nature of Jehovah Himself is 
love.

But how is it, my comrades, with the gifts 
He has already imparted- with the hands 
and feet and brain and heart and money 
and influence you already possess? Are 
you using these for yourself, or are they 
laid on the altar, purified by the Blood and 
consecrated in the burning flame of a 
holy, spiritual, enthusiastic devotion to 
the interests of your Saviour and the 
Salvation of the Blood-bought world?

serve Thee.”

Continued from page 3
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I lead our Sunday school worship 
where we have nearly 260 children 
and youth. I am also a Sunday school 
teacher. After my college hours at 
evenings I visit neighbouring children 

When I was at my 14, I had a great 
turning point in my life. God made me 
to realize about His real love and His 
heart for the perishing souls through 
The Salvation Army. It was a greatest 
influence in my life. I was moved 
when I heard the sacrificial service 
done by the ancestors of The 
Salvation Army. Since then, I 
dedicated my life to God and started 
to live for Him. After finishing my 
school in 2014, I enrolled myself in an 
engineering course and from the year 
2015 I started to work voluntarily for 
The Almighty God who saved me.

I
 am  Debo rah  J e s t i n 
currently pursuing my 
masters in engineering at 

the same time voluntarily 
working for my Master God. I 
a m  a  fi f t h  g e n e r a t i o n 
Salvationist. My parents didn't 
have children for several years 
after their marriage so, my 
mother made a promise to God 
that she will do God's ministry 
if God gives her a child and 
would also dedicate the child 
for God's ministry. As prayed God 
blessed her with two children and I 
am the eldest and I have a younger 
brother who is also an engineering 
student. I had a privilege to attend 
the largest corps in our territory. I 
was a regular Sunday school student, 
a junior soldier, a junior home league 
member, and a choir member. During 
my childhood I was constantly 
reminded by my mother about the 
promise she made to God but, I was 
not willing to work for God until my 
age 14.

Influence of The 
Salvation Army 
in my life

Ms. Deborah Jestin
BTMC Corps, India South Eastern Territory

homes and hostels 
with my brother to 
share the gospel, to 
counsel the confused 
youth, encouraging 
them to live for God 
and teach them Maths 
and English. Moreover 
I spent my pocket 
money  i n  b u y i n g 
English dictionary for 
the needy children. 
Once in a month I visit, 

pray and help the isolated patients in a 
nearby government hospital. I am 
leading a girl's prayer cell at my corps 
every Tuesday. God has also led me in 
writing articles on the important crisis 
faced by the youth of this generation 
and on how to overcome them by 
Biblical principles. I help my mother in 
doing TV ministry by giving gospel 
messages for the youth.

I have been honoured by The Salvation 
Army as the only youth delegate from 
the South Asian Zone to attend the 
“Right at the heart” conference from 
August 26th to September 1st, 2019 at 
Sunbury Court, London and it helped 
me to share about the condition of the 
children and youth of my country and 
also to understand the General's call to 
mission as well as to learn more about 
the International Children and Youth 
ministry.

Conc lus ive ly,  I  learned about 
Compassion, Service, and Soul-
winning through The Salvation Army. If 
time and chance permits I would like to 
work with The Salvation Army Youth by 
encouraging them to be a true 
Salvationists and to build up the future 
army. All glory be to God

Y
o

u
th

I
 offer my heartfelt gratitude and glorify 
the almighty God for the wonderful 
Grace he has bestowed upon me.  As 

per the desire of my father Late Major P. 
Bhushanam, an officer of the Salvation Army 
, from the date , 19th July 1982, I joined as a 
teacher in the Salvation Army School, 
Gopavaram village and to the date that I 
retired from  my teaching profession on 30th 
June 2020, I extend my grateful thanks to 
the God who helped me to serve in the 
Salvation Army  and to render the teaching 
services for 38 years. In these long teaching 
profession, apart from being the teacher, I 
also got the privilege to serve as Akhradeepa 
Co-Ordinator, Alcohol Prohibition Mandal 
Co-Ordinator, and to be a Resource person 
for the In-Service Teachers training  at 
Mandal, District and State level. 

It is my honor to work and raise the school 
standard in Pathamupparu , to have the 
highest pupil strength in the aided school 
sector, particularly in India Central territory., 
and I could achieve this with the help of my 
co-teachers for whom I am also thankful. 
God has been with me all these 38 years, 
and led me in his ways in rendering my 
profession sincerely. I request the readers 
and the Godly children to pray for me and my 
life, that God may continue showing his 
divine grace .

With the support of the Salvation Army 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  w h e n  I  w o r ke d  i n 
Bhogapauram School, encouraged and 
supported to have a new school building, 
and at present school where I work in Patha 
mupparru village, with the support of 
Colonel John Kumar, who is an old student, 
tried to raise the physical infrastructure for 
the well being of the school, and I praise God 
for using me in this manner. 

TESTIMONY

Mr. P. Suverna Rao
Retired Teacher

India Central Territory
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