
The birth of Jesus signalled the coming of the long awaited Messiah, the one who 
would bring God’s salvation to the Jewish people. Everyone would expect that the 
religious leaders and the royal family would be the first people to know about the 
baby, to visit him and to offer their loyal support. But this was not the case. 
 
The first visitors were shepherds, ordinary workmen whose lifestyle meant that they 
were on the margins of society. They were people who were sometimes classed as 
unclean because they were unable to follow a regular pattern of worship. Yet the 
angels brought them a message from God which invited the poor shepherds to 
‘come and see’ the baby who was God in human flesh. They did not question, 
debate or delay. They went to find the family, they saw the child, they witnessed to 
their neighbours and the people were amazed. 
 
From another part of the world and the opposite end of the social scale, the rich wise 
men who were not even Jewish were invited to ‘come and see’ as they thought about 
the significance of a special star. They went to where they expected the newly born 
king to be and realised that he was not there, but when they found the king in an 
unexpected place, they presented their gifts to him. 
 
Gold for a king, frankincense for a priest and myrrh for a burial - each gift would 
come to have their own significance in the life of Jesus who was both king and priest, 
and who would die for his people. All of them were valuable, the best gift that the 
giver could find. 

 
Our world today 
 
People like to celebrate the birth of a baby. They visit the family and bring gifts that 
will help the parents to care for the child. Often a child is a cause of celebration for a 
whole community. 
 
When the shepherds visited the baby Jesus, they were amazed and they did not 
keep the good news for themselves but invited other people to ‘come and see’.  
Later, when the wise men arrived they gave him the best gifts that they could offer. 
 
The story tells us that when God sent Jesus, he didn’t send him for one particular 
group of people, or for one nation but for everyone. Both the poor Jewish shepherds 
and the rich Gentile wise men were invited. 
 
So at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly life we can see that God does not distinguish 
between people according to class, race or religion; but invites both rich and poor, 
Jews and Gentiles to the place where God can be seen. 
 
At the end of his time on earth we read that the disciples were commanded to ‘go 
and make disciples of all nations’, which again shows us that there is a place for 
everyone in God’s Kingdom (Matthew 28:16-20). We are reminded by these stories 
that anyone can come to God, so we should make room for them in our fellowship 
(Galatians 3:28). 

 
 



Discussion 
1. How do you feel when you hear of the arrival of a baby? How do you celebrate?  
What gifts do you give? 
 
2. The shepherds saw angels, messengers from God. The wise men followed a star. 
Each of these invited them to ‘come and see’ Jesus – God in human flesh. 

• What are the things in our world that invite us to ‘see’ Jesus? 
• Are they always the things that we would expect? 

 
3. Are we always obedient to God’s invitations to ‘come and see’? If not, what are 
the reasons for this? 
 
4. Each of us are called to ‘come and see’ Jesus. For us he is both the child who is 
God, and the Saviour who was crucified. What is the best gift that we can bring to 
him? 
 
5. When we tell our story of ‘seeing’ Jesus, how do people respond? 
 
6. The birth story of Jesus shows that he came for all people. 

• What things can we do in order to invite people in our village or town to     
  ‘come and see’? 
• How can we make sure that we include everyone? 

 
To think about 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
Isaac Watts (SASB 136 v 4) 
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