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Editorial

Honestly, we must admit that; being 'independent' and Christian 
discipleship cannot coexist in anyone who truly follows our Lord and 
Saviour. We need not think about the kind of freedom  established in a 
strong work ethic whereby an individual works hard in order to provide 
for himself and his family, seeking to meet the needs of his household 
without outside assistance. Instead, we are referring to the kind of self-
reliance that does not turn to Jesus for spiritual strength but rather tries 
to muster up the power necessary for Christian growth and for 
overcoming evil without Christ.

This month the series on Gardening with God will be continued, and 
you will also find the featured articles on the theme “Freedom”. We also 
have the article from our International Secretary who has been 
significant in stimulating our personal spiritual growth. This month 

Article on “I will be with you” is a comfort for 
us in these difficult times. I know you will be 
blessed. Further, if any reader would want to 
send feedback or comments, we welcome and 
would like to hear from you. Your inputs may 
b e  s e n t  t o  – 
ind.national@ind.salvationarmy.org

We must depend on our Creator and Saviour Jesus Christ for our 
salvation, for the strength to make it through each day, for the power to 
forgive and show grace to others, and for the ability to live a life that 
pleases Him. If you have never placed your faith in Jesus Christ and 
asked for His forgiveness, please repent of your sins and call on Him 
today. If you do this, then you will experience true freedom, and this 
Fifteenth of August, can be your first “Dependence Day on Christ.”

W
hen I was a kid, we used to celebrate Independence in our 
School, for which we used to decorate our Classroom, and 
finally used to enjoy the holiday. I did not have true 

understanding of freedom at that time. The textbooks had the 
explanation on how India became 'Independent' from the British rule 
after so much of freedom fighting.  Every Country in general, has its 
own Independence Day being celebrated, confining the nation within 
the understanding of independent in the political realm.

I have a beautiful card on my desk, with my encouraging verse 
"Without me ye can do nothing." from John 15:5. This verse clearly 
contrasts the concept of Independence that we are talking in the 
political set-up. In our spiritual Journey, it is a must to be in- 
dependence on Jesus. Jesus tells us that we cannot bear spiritual fruit 
on our own. He plainly stated, “for without me ye can do nothing.” Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself without abiding in the vine, 
neither can we bear fruit unless we abide in Jesus Christ. At the same 
time, Jesus also tells us a very important truth about being fruitful 
Christians, as a result of our dependence on Christ. He says that if we 
“abide” in Him, we will bring forth much fruit. “Abide” means 
“continue”, or “remain”, or “dwell”. In other words, we must continually 
depend upon Christ to be fruit-bearing Christians.

There are times when believers fail to depend upon and obey Christ. If 
we at any time fail in fully abiding in Christ, we must quickly repent and 
renew our love and faith in Christ. Then His power and wisdom will flow 
through us like the life of the vine flows through the branches. If we 
abide in Him always, the Lord will make us fruitful Christians.

“In – DEPENDENCE”

Pathway to Freedom
Major Santhi Babu, ISET

Covenant day and Commissioning
Messengers of  the Kingdom Session, 
2018-2020, INT

Freedom in Christ
Lieut. Colonel Lalliankunga, IET

My Experience in SACO-2020, INT

Parable of  the Sower
Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 

Freedom in Women’s Perspective
Mrs. Tsapa Subhasini, Guntur

Understanding freedom through the Gospels
Lt. Colonel Joginder Masih
India South Western Territory

Women Focus

Dedication of  Tambourines, ISWT

Bible Study

Ephphatha
Major Andrews D. Christian, IWT

The Soul-Medics for Malady!
Anugraha Ashok Dushing, IWT

The devine protection from deadly virus
Rev. P. Y. Rathnam, ICT

World day of  Prayer-2020, INO

Youth

Feeding School children during 
COVID-19 Lockdown, INO

I will be with you.
Commissioner Alistair Venter
International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ

Letter of  Gratitude, IWT

My ICO Experience, ISET

Pharaoh and the Ten Plagues

Jesus Asleep in the Strom

Kids Corner



3The War Cry   August ����

Commissioner Alistair Venter
International Secretary, South Asia, IHQ

International Secretary’s Message

T
here is a lovely chorus in The 
Salvation Army song book that 
says:

“Have you got any rivers you think are 
uncrossable? Have you got any 
mountains, you can't tunnel through?
God specialises in things thought 
impossible And He can do what no 
other power can do”

It can, of course, be 
likened to crossing a 
raging river or a large sea– 
there is fear of the unknown, fear of the 
damage that the strong current can 
cause, even fear of being hurt or losing 
our lives. The verse of Scripture that 
has been very real for me over this time 
is found in Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; 

For many in these past few months, life 
has been extremely difficult. The 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
touched almost every one of us. We are 
aware of friends who have been ill or 
even passed away; we are aware of 
many who have lost their work and 
have no regular source of income; 
there has been separation from 
friends and loved ones as we 
have not been able to 
travel; regular worship 
services have not 
been allowed due 
to the spread of 
the  v i rus .  Fo r 
many, it feels as if 
there is no end to 
this really difficult 
time that we are 
facing. 

I will be I will be 
   with you.    with you. 
I will be 
   with you. 

and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. When you 
walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze.” So before we read any further, 
may I assure you of the fact that God's 
promise is sure when He says that 
whenever we face any of these 
challenges, “I will be with you!”

When the Children of Israel were fleeing 
from the Egyptians and stood on the 
banks of the Red Sea, it seemed to them 
that here was a body of water that was 
not crossable. Behind them they had 
escaped from the bondage of slavery, 
intense persecution, hardship and 
rejection – and they were looking 
forward to the freedom that was being 

promised them by Moses through 
God's intervention. But as 

they were camped in 
front of the great Red 

Sea, and the news of 
the approach of the 
Egyp t i a n  A rmy 
became known, 
there must have 
been obvious panic 
a m o n g s t  t h e 
people. Here were 

more than 2 million 
people, with their 

children, and all their 
l ivestock – and there 

seemed no way of escape. In 
front of them was certain death by 
drowning, behind them was certain 
death or recapture by the Egyptians, 
who might take them back into slavery. 
Understandably, the children of Israel 
were upset and questioned Moses. His 
response was: “The Lord will fight for 

you; you need only to be still.” (Exodus 
14:14)

The words from Jeremiah 32:27 come to 
mind: "I am the LORD, the God of all 
mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” 
As you face your own challenges in the 
midst of the pandemic, as we see cases 
rising day by day, remember that 
“nothing is  too hard for God”; 
remember, that “the Lord will fight for 
you”; remember that God specialises in 
things thought impossible, and He can 
do what no other power can do”. We 
read that, at God's instruction, “Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
all that night the Lord drove the sea back 
with a strong east wind and turned it into 
dry land. The waters were divided, and 
the Israelites went through the sea on 
dry ground, with a wall of water on their 
right and on their left.” Exodus 
14:21,22).

God's Word does not promise that we 
will exempt from pain and hardship and 
difficulty. The passage of Scripture from 
Isaiah 43 clearly says “When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you”. 
God will never leave us alone to manage 
in difficult circumstances. But I would 
encourage you to ensure that you draw 
near to him during these days, that you 
listen to His guidance, that you spend 
time in worship and prayer, and that you 
never try to move forward without the 
assurance of His presence with you. In 
this very difficult time in the history of 
the world in 2020, hear God's word to us 
as believers: “I will be with you!”

“Have you got any 
rivers you think are 
uncrossable? Have 

you got any mountains, 
you can't tunnel through?
God specialises in things 
thought impossible And 

He can do what no 
other power 

can do”
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News

Letter of Gratitude 

"
Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection, and the 

life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall 
he live." John 11:25 (KJV) 

With the hope that we will meet on the resurrection day. 
Comforted in The Lord.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all the people 
who were helped us in this difficult and painful moment. With 
sincere regards, we thank Commissioner Edwin Masih, 
Territorial Commander and all the leaders who took personal 
interest and helped in providing all necessary treatments at 
Mumbai's well-known Reliance Hospital. During the funeral 
service Colonel Vanlalfela Chawnghlut, Chief Secretary 
expressed his deepest condolence to the family. We express our 
heartfelt gratitude to THQ Staff, Officers and Leaders from all 
DHQs in Gujarat, officers from Salvation Army Maharashtra, all 
Corps Officers, Retired officers, Local officers, soldiers, Pastors 
from other Christian ministry, friends and family members who 
were attended the funeral service and upheld us in their prayers. 
Their support was truly overwhelming. Lt. Colonel Jashwant 
Macwan, Major Dinesh Macwan, Major Jayntilal Macwan, Major 
Dinesh Macwan, C. O., Major Anil Macwan, Captain Griffiths 
Macwan who stood by us, supported us, and shared our grief in 
every way possible. Also, grateful to Lt. Colonel Gulab Pathare 
and Lt. Colonel Benjamin Randive whose constant assistance 
was deeply appreciated. We thank Major Andrews Christian from 
Emery Hospital, Anand for arranging all necessary measures 
prior to and during the funeral at truly short interval. Special 
acknowledgment to the local officers and Corps Officer from 
Anand Central Corps who organized for every need for the 
funeral service and lunch for all the relatives. Also, we are 
appreciate many local officers from all corps who were attended 
the funeral service. We, as a family, were overwhelmed to 
receive such support from the community. 

M y  d e a r e s t  h u s b a n d  
Lieutenant Colonel Vijaykumar 
S. Mahida (Secretary for 
Programme Administrator of 
Gujarat, THQ Mumbai) was 
promoted to glory on 28th June 
2020. 

My sincere thanks to Commissioners Alistair, International 
Secretory and Marieke Venter, ZSWM for South Asia  from 
International Head Quarters, London for sending us a personal 
letter and expressing their condolence, Territorial Commander 
and TPWM were expressed their sympathy through a letter and  
Rev. Dr. Mani Chako, General Secretary of Bible Society of India 
sent us a personal message and extended their condolence. 
Their support, prayer, and compassion gave us hope, light, 
comfort, and strength during this difficult time. We cannot be 
thankful enough for this. Please uphold us in your daily prayers. 

Lt. Colonel Pushpa Vijaykumar Mahida 
L. O. M. Secretary, THQ, Mumbai, and family

India Western Territory

I
t was a pleasant sunny day at Thiruvalla on 4th July 2020. 
Even during the pandemic situation of COVID-19, a small 
group of women officers and soldiers strictly obeying the 

rules and directions of Government, assembled at Thiruvalla 
Divisional Headquarters for a very special meeting. The urge to 
find the cause of this meeting took us to a devoted and dedicated 
officer and Territorial President of Women’s Ministries of the 
ISWT, none other than Colonel Rohini Hettiarachchi. Her vision to 
encourage all divisions to start Junior Tambourine Brigade was 
fulfilled on this day.

TPWM dedicated 510 tambourines with tri-coloured ribbons 
arranged in such a beautiful manner that snatched the attention 
of all eyes and uttered 'WOW".

TPWM shared her vision and dream for the Junior Tambourine 
Brigades in all divisions of ISWT. The tambourines along with pen 
drives having 25 music played in brass band were handed over to 
each DDWM. Thus, the joyful meeting was concluded with the 
prayer and benediction by Lieutenant Colonel Shanti Masih, 
TSWM. 

Quoting  Exodus 15 : 20 and Psalms 150,  Mrs. Jessy George, 
Additional Secretary to Govt of Kerala delivered a short speech 
regarding the history of Tambourines, it’s relation with the Bible, 
how the Salvation Army  came to use it for decades and also how 
to play tambourine in our meetings. The tambourine display by 
the vibrant Junior tambourine brigade of Thiruvalla division was 
worth watching.

DEDICATION OF TAMBOURINES - ISWT

Mrs. Jessy George
India South Western Territory



5

Article

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Good News 
to those who are in the bondage of sin and 
death, the slavery of habits, and convictions 
contrary to the spiritual and physical well-
being of their own body, mind and soul; and 
to develop a gap between the Creator and 
the Creation. The Good News is for  those 
who are  living in the darkness of death, 
hopelessness and despair. The Gospel 
provides  hope, peace and joy to the human 
being. It provides us with forgiveness of our 
sins and consequently, releases us from the 
bondage of our iniquities and carries us  
through to achieve freedom from the 
destruction of our body, mind and soul both 
in the present and the future.

Freedom is not in disobedience of the law as 
the lawbreakers thinks rather it is in 

 

W
e  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  7 4 t h 
Independence Day of our great 
sovereign country India. While I 

congratulate all Indians on this blessed day, 
I thank God for all those who sacrificed their 
lives securing freedom for us and now it is 
our duty to love our country  as its faithful 
citizens.

Isaiah prophesied of Jesus being anointed 
by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good 
News to the poor, freedom for the 
captives....... (Isaiah 61:1). Freedom is 
explained as the opportunity to choose our 
own future with no pressure or influence 
from out side. Freedom is to establish our 
own contact for our interests without any 
compromise. Freedom is the power or right 
to speak, act or think as one's like. It is the 
state of not being imprisoned or enslaved.

But the love of God had never forsaken 
Adam. He provided Adam's descendants 
with His law through His servant Moses to 
walk rightly before their Creator. The 
prophets were sent to convey His messages 
of warning of their sinful ways, to advise to 
confess of their sins and to advise to seek 
His face and turn from their sinful ways to 
receive God's blessings of hope, peace and 
joy. God brought the people of Israel out of 

Adam became disobedient to his Creator by 
eating a fruit from the forbidden tree. He 
started hiding himself from God. As long as 
he obeyed God, he was free to meet Him 
and enjoy His fellowship, talking and 
listening to Him in person as a friend. His 
disobedience made God to expel him out of 
the garden of Eden - the place of hope, 
peace and joy. He was thrown out from 
God's presence to the darkness of sin and 
death. He neither realized that he was living 
a sinful life there nor come back to His 
Creator.

obedience of the law. 
Sometimes, in the 
w o r l d  t h e  l a w  i s 
i n t e r p r e t e d  a n d 
applied  as we wish in 
our  own interests 
deviating from its real 
spirit. When we do 
right no one can fix 
charge against us.  
The truthfulness never 
dies. It sustains us in freedom of both 
spiritual and physical natures. It keeps us 
from all sorts of legal action against us in 
this world and in the sight of our Lord.

the bondage of slavery in Egypt to the 
freedom in the Promised Land flowing with 
milk and honey.

The world's understanding was darkened 
during Jesus' time on earth and is presently 
darkened because of the ignorance that is in 
it due to the hardening of its heart 
(Ephesians 4:18) in meditat ing on 
d i s obed i e n c e  t o  t h e  L i v i n g  God . 
Disobedience is a kind of slavery and 
consequently, the humankind was terribly 
suffered physically, mentally and spiritually  
and it is in the same situation today. Jesus 
invited everyone to Him for freedom 
(Matthew 11:28) and released them from all 
kinds of sickness (Matthew 4:23) and He still 
works in the present age.  The love of God 
transformed the sinners from perishing into 
eternal life.

The Gospel provides us with freedom from 
our sicknesses and the severe punishment of 
our sins.  Let us look unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith who for the joy that 
was set before he endured the cross 
scorning  its shame. Freedom must be 
sustained for great joy ahead. (Heb. 12:2)
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THROUGH THE GOSPELS

Lt. Colonel Joginder Masih
Chief Secretary
India South Western Territory

E
arthquake hit in some parts 
of Mizoram were given a 
qu i ck  response  f rom 

Territorial Headquarters The 
Salvation Army India Eastern 
Territory on 25 June 2020. The 
relief items are 18 tents and Rs. 
10000/- were given to Mr. F 
Lalrinliana Khawbung Disaster 
M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e 
Chairman and VCP. 5 Tents were 
handed over to VCP Samthang 
and 2 tents to  Zokhawthar 

v i l l ages .  A l l  these  tents  wor th 
Rs.2,00,000. 

Commissioner Lalzamlova, Territorial 
Commander, PS and TYS, DC-CSD, DYS-
CSD stayed in the village and TC prayed 
for the community. Mr. F. Lalliana shared 
words of appreciation for the response 
with tents and other support and also 
how they are being comforted by the 
prayers.

SALVATION ARMY RESPONSE TO EARTHQUAKE 

India Eastern Territory

FREEDOM
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Recognizing the reality of difficulties comes 
by knowledge or insight through the struggles 
which leads to revolt. In the story of Hagar, 
prior to her pregnancy, she was silent. Being a 
slave or a maid servant, she never thought of 

“
We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time” (Romans 

8:22).

Introduction

Recognizing and resisting the reality 
(Genesis 16:4) 

When I think of Freedom, the story of Hagar 
reminds me major issues of human life such 
as slavery, poverty, sexual and economic 
exploitation, rape, domestic violence, 
home lessness ,  motherhood ,  s ing le 
parenting, etc. Probably, victims of the 
present age identify themselves with Hagar. 
This list includes mothers, people in bondage, 
the exploited, women used and abused by 
men and women, the runaway youth, the 
unmarried mother, the expelled wife, the 
divorced mother with child, the homeless 
women, the abandoned, abused, betrayed, 
and banished. From the perspective of a Dalit 
women, the women struggle with above cited 
issues identify with the story of Hagar. India 
today apparently mirrors the struggles cited 
above. In any democratic state, the scale of 
freedom is measured by certain values like, 
values of liberty, equality, and fraternity for 
which the whole humankind has been 
groaning, as Apostle Paul propounds in 
Romans 8. It is very clear that this age is the 
age of groaning. Practically speaking, the way 
to freedom starts with recognizing and 
resisting the reality, resolution to the reality, 
and responding to the reality against the 
struggles. 

herself as a person. She 
was for the first time think 
of herself as a person, a 
woman: no more a slave. 
The sense of self-worth 
gets dominant space in the 
life of Hagar. When the 
child growing in her womb, 
the awareness of her new 
status opened her eyes. So, 
she began to deeply think 
upon the new life of her 

baby and herself. 

Recognition comes through knowledge and 
insight. “He who really cries one hour about 
himself is greater than he who teaches the 
whole world; he who knows his own weakness 
is greater than he who sees the angels.”

The Salvation Army centers like, schools and 
colleges serve this better around the world. 
The Salvation Army schools are not just 
schools; and the teachers thereof are not just 
teachers. They are more than that. They are 
expected to be more than what the corporate 
or commercial schools and colleges offer. 

 

Freedom is not a feeling or an event rather, a 
relationship. So, the awareness aroused 
certain questions, whether the child would 
also be a slave or enjoy a free life in the future. 
It evoked her vision of equality and mutuality 
with Sarai. She started thinking of a new 
relationship with Abraham's family. Hagar 
realized that she is capable of something, 
which her mistress was not. While Sarai saw 
her incapacity and impossibility, she wanted 
the old order of relationship with Hagar. But 
when Hagar saw her capacity and possibility 
she wanted to reconstruct the relationship. 
Hagar wanted no more to put herself mute, so 
she broke her silence and started resisting the 
existing situation. The way to freedom starts 
with the recognition of problems in the life of 
Hagar and her baby, soon to be born on. And 
hence, the recognition leads to revolt in the 
f am i l y.  T hough  t h e r e  a r e  s e ve ra l 
developments in relation to women concerns, 
Dalit women issues are silently sleeping under 
the carpet with the fear of the present 
political, social, religious context of the nation. 
They are groaning in search of way to 
freedom. For the babies and the generation next, the 

Dalit women suffer under the patriarchy and 
caste system. They are doing whatever means 
available at hands just for their survival by 
accepting al l those conventional and 
customary practices of the society. They suffer 
under patriarchy and caste oppression. They 
try to resist all those evils but do not know their 
destination where all will end. They want a new 
order and constantly the pathway for their 
newborn generation to enjoy freedom fuller. 
Amen!

Primarily and chiefly, any Salvation Army 
school and the staff thereof is to play their roles 
to bring a man or woman to make them 
realized the very nature of their personhood 
and as a human first. This is the way to enjoy 
the freedom fuller in the operations of God's 
kingdom. 

Dalit women today are groaning under various 
weapons of direct and indirect power 
structure. They are steadily pushed beyond the 
peripheral of human orders and normality of 
life. The reality is that they are groaning under 
those order of customs and various cultural 
power structures.

Resolution to the reality (Genesis 16:6)
The resolutions or decisions taken to the 
problems lead further to the way of freedom. 
The decision of Hagar to flee from the house of 
Abram is of great importance and it shows the 
scale of values of Hagar. She did not want to 
suffer the abuses in silence. There were two 
alternatives for Hagar: subject herself to the 
humiliations or die in the desert. Hagar chose 
the second. Whether or not she knows the 
dangers of desert, she decided to flee to 
desert. Her will to flee from Abram's house was 
stronger than the impending dangers of the 
desert. Perhaps she becomes the first female in 
the Bible to liberate herself from an oppressive 
power structure. 

Responding to the reality (Genesis 16:8)
The messenger asked two questions: “From 
where have you come? And where are you 
going? (Gen. 16:8). The messenger's question 
to Hagar was about where she was and where 
she will be; that means her origin, and her 
destination. Hagar answered, “I am fleeing 
from the presence of Sarai, my mistress.” The 
response to the question clearly shows that 
she knows her origin but she did not know her 
destination. Hagar answered to the first part of 
the messenger's question by responding that 
she started from Sarai's place but she did not 
answer to the second part of the question, 
where she is going rather, she answered her 
present condition which means that she did not 
know her destination or her future. This is true 
with Dalit women. They do not know their 
future. 

Conclusion
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Pathway 
to Freedom

Major Santhi Babu
TWDO / Correspondent
The Salvation Army 
Matric. Hr. Sec. School
India South Eastern Territory



News

Following the prevailing pandemic 
crisis, special care was taken to avoid 
any possible risk. Social distance was 
maintained, and participants were 
with their face masks.

All the Cadets along with the training 
staff marched into the meeting place 
with the flag. The Terr i tor ia l 
Commander along with his team 
received warm welcome.

The Training Principal commenced 
the meeting with prayer. Then 
Territorial Commander continued and 
gave an inspirational message from 
the Scripture, which inspired and 
motivated all the cadets. 

M
essengers of the Kingdom 
Session Cadets' Covenant 
Day and Commissioning 

services were conducted on 13th and 
14th June 2020 at The Salvation Army 
Training College, Bareilly, by Colonel 
Daniel Raju Dasari, Territorial 
Commander  accompan ied  by 
Lieutenant Colonel Tarsem Masih, 
Secretary for Personnel and Captain 
Raju, PRO, was assisted by Major 
Philip Nayak, Training Principal, and 
the Training staff. 9 officers and 20 
cadets were the participants. 

In response to the call of mercy seat, 
cadets knelt  and rededicated 
themselves for the God's service. In a 
prayerful attitude, cadets signed on 
the covenant card and made solemn 
covenant with the Lord. This meeting 
was concluded with the Payer and 

COVENANT DAY SERVICE:

    
Cadets Commissioning:

benediction by the Territorial 
Commander. 

Cadets Commissioning service was 
held at the Training Col lege 
premises  in  an open space 
courtyard. While a song was 
playing, all the Cadets along with 
the Training Principal and the staff 
marched to the meeting place with 
the sessional flag in their special 
uniform. Territorial Commander 
received salute from the marching 
team. Secretary for Personnel led 
the meeting, he read special 
message from the General for this 
auspicious occasion. A special song 
was gracefully presented by all the 
cadets which was composed in 
different languages. The Training 
Principal presented sessional report 
The  Te r r i t o r i a l  Commande r 
delivered a message based on the 
text Isaiah6:1-8 and challenged the 
Cadets based on life of Isaiah 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  c a l l  a n d 
commission of Isaiah from God. 
Thus, he emphasised on the 
importance of divine call and 
commission for the ministry of the 
Lord.  

After reciting of the Army Doctrine, 
Training Principal handed over the 
trained Cadets to the Territorial 
Commander.  The Ter r i to r ia l 
C o m m a n d e r  o r d a i n e d  a n d 
commissioned the Cadets to be the 
Officers of the Salvation Army. All 
the Officers witnessed this great 
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Article

T
o make India free and independent 
state has taken long and hard 
f o u g h t ,  q u i t e  n u m b e r  o f 

experiences; mixed with violence and non-
violence, sufferings in different ways for 
consequent years and then won the fight 
on 15th August 1947. So to me saying, 
'Namaste' to all is a great pleasure in this 
remarkable month!

Dr. Art Lindsley's article on 'The Biblical 
view of Freedom' July 27, 2015 said that 
throughout human history, people of all 
cultures have sought freedom. Some have 
emphasized inner spiritual or emotional 
freedom, and others freedom from external 
restraints (such as slavery or political 
freedom). In the Old Testament, freedom 
was primarily a freedom from slavery 
whereas in the New Testament, freedom 
was freedom in Christ from bondage to sin, 
the Law, Satan, the old man, and death. It 
is not that political freedom or freedom 
from slavery was unimportant but there 
was an even deeper bondage that had to be 
overcome. 

If political freedom need to pay such a 
costly price, how much will need to pay for 
spiritual freedom?

The desire for freedom comes from the 
heart as we all are having instinct thirst and 

emptiness in spiritual essence due to 
disobedience and the fall of human at the 
Garden of Eden and then we all are 
searching for the truth, right way to follow 
and peace.

Yes, in Christ we were redeemed and freed 
from the bondage of sin and restored our 
lives but the purpose of God here is not only 
personal redemption. Rather we, as being 

The sayings of Jesus, 'Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.'(Matt. 11:28-29) and 'I am the way, 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.' (John 14:6 NIV) 
has clearly tells us the way to attain freedom 
in Christ. As God himself demonstrated his 
own love for us through Jesus Christ as he 
paid the price to free us from sin and evil 
while we are still sinners. Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old one has gone, the new is 
here! (2Cor.5:17 NIV).

Lieut. Colonel Lalliankunga
Secretary for Programme Administration, India Eastern Territory

event and congratulated the new 
Lieutenants. The meeting came to an 
end with closing payer and benediction 
by the Territorial Commander.  Also, all 
the Officers pointed their hands towards 
the cadets and prayed for them.

We do need to understand that our freedom 
in Christ should orienting us to move forward 
to witness and reflecting the value of God's 
kingdom in this material world and strive to 
transform this world order in a better way.

newly created and freed in Christ, were 
called to witness the truth, freedom, fullness 
of life to all creation to make a new world by 
taking sympathetic care of the needy, doing 
justice, respecting human rights and dignity 
as we were made in the image of God, 
advocating peace and reconciliation, free 
from unfair and corruption, practicing good 
governance, manage and maintain our role 
from right at the heart and following Jesus' 
servant leadership model. And again, this 
freedom praxis should be promoting within 
the community to the country extending to 
the whole world in all areas of inward and 
outward life of the people, such as political, 
social, economic, cultural, religion and 
others. 

The Bible verse “You, my brothers and 
sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 
serve one another humbly in love. For the 
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
(Galatians 5:13&14 NIV) provides important 
principle in witnessing and acknowledging 
'Freedom in Christ'.

APPOINTMENTS:
A p p o i n t m e n t 
programme was held 
where all the new 
Lieutenants were 
given appointments 
to minister in His 
v i n e ya r d  a s  t h e 
Messengers of the 
Kingdom by being 
sent  to  d ifferent 
C o r p s  o f  I n d i a 
Northern Territory. 

Training Principal on behalf of the Training 
College, Lieut. Alka Chida on behalf of the 
new Lieutenants  expressed deepest 
gratitude the Territorial Commander and 

 

his team for conducting important 
programme and also she gave thanks to 
the Training College staff for their kind 
support and care given to them during 
the training period.

We thank God for His benevolence shown 
to us to conduct this important 
programme as this could be conducted 
amidst the burning crisis of COVID 19.

Captain Sukanta Limma
Education Officer

Officer Training College, Bareilly
India Northern Territory

Continued from page 7
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Greetings to all the War Cry 
Readers,

U
nforgettable privilege 
was given to me to 
attend 244 session of 

International College for 
Officers, London UK for which I 
am so much thankful to my 
God and the Ter r i to r ia l 
Leadership. I was one among 
the 36 delegates from Global 
Salvation Army. God's grace 
was with me in all my travelling 
Emmaus Walk, God's way with me by all the delegates 
enlightened my heart and mind and deepened my spiritual life. 
Lectures by outstanding faculties and International leaders 
enriched my knowledge on God and Army. So many questions 
came across my mind were cleared when I spent 24 hours 
prayer and the same day cadets and staff of our ISET College 
for Officer Training also spent 12 hours prayer at the feet of 
Jesus.  

Visiting to Abney park given opportunity to pay tribute and 
Salute to our Founders and Booth- Tucker, Visiting of IHQ where 
I had the privilege to read the bible portion in the morning 
devotion, took part prayer leading in the Corps visit, East End 
tour and William Booth College and International Heritage 
centre all given me rich experience in those golden six weeks. 
Though whether, Food and culture were entirely different from 
our country I felt the love of International Salvationism and one 
Army's Spirit and enjoyed in all the Zonal cultural presentations. 
 
After coming from ICO, I have introduced ISE cedar lights 
prayer in the morning devotion, Emmaus walk and 12 hours 
prayer in our College for Officer Training. Dear Readers, kindly 
uphold my ministry in your fervent prayers. 

Let me conclude my experience by giving all my Glory and honor to 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and I extend my sincere and 
heartfelt gratitude to our Territorial Leadership.

The Training staff of SACO-2020 have been especially selected to 
facilitate a positive learning experience for me and to assist me in my 
spiritual journey during training period. Whilst I was aware that I 
leave behind families and loves one in my appointment, I joined with 
other families here at SACO, who became colleagues as I journey 
together during training time.

I was one of the delegates among the 24 delegates from different 
countries of South Asia. During 30 days(26th January to 26th 
February, 2020) of course I spent much time considering Mark 10 : 5 
under the theme of “ Servants in Community”. It was important for 
me to keep my eyes fixed on Jesus and follow His examples. 
Remembering that Jesus was born in a manger, washed the feet of 
the disciples, He dined with sinner like Zacchaeus, talked with the 
Samaritan woman at the well, He forgave Peter's denial, cleansed 
the lepers and ultimately went to the cross and burst out of the 
grave.

I learnt some subjects based on Servants in Community, such as ; 
Introduction to Spiritual Formation and Education, Church Growth, 
Integrated Mission, Anti Human Trafficking, The Salvation Army Self 
Support, Theology of Officers, Spiritual Gift Survey, Corps Based 
Community Development, Salvation Army and Sacraments, Gender 
Equity, International Structure, and 21st Century Challenges for 
Officers. At the same time I had a wonderful experience of Emmaus 
Walk, and had privilege to conduct devotion, sharing testimony, 
presenting solo singing, delivered the message in Corps, organizing 
creative worship, and cultural night programme, and many more. I 
had a memorable companionship with the officers from defferent 
places, language, and culture. Really I was so fortunate to enjoy a lot 
by seeing the beauty of Sri Lanka as well as having different types of 
Sri Lankan foods, which were so delicious.  Finally at the end of 
SACO-2020 on covenant day, I have been blessed in the presence of 
our IS along with ZSWM and was so much inspiration to me.

I
 deem it is a great honor and privilege 
for me to share my experience on 
South Asia College for Officers in Sri 

Lanka. It was an unexpected surprise. I 
have no expectations for the SACO – 2020. 
But it turned out to be an amazing 
experience.  I loved every bit of SACO – 
2020. It refreshed me spiritually and 
educationally and motivated to be like 
Jesus Christ, reconfirmed my call and 
strengthen my ministry as a Servant of 
God.

May God Bless The Salvation Army.

I feel deeply honored and humbled for being a part of SACO – 2020. 
Especially I request to all who read this experience, please pray for 
me so that when I am in ministry field, I will go with the same spirit 
for serving people as “Servants in Community”.

MY EXPERIENCE IN SACO – 2020

Captain Mikhala Nayak
Officer-in-Charge 

Young Woman Hostel, Bhubaneswar
India Northern Territory 

MY ICO EXPERIENCE

Major Yesuvadian Joseph
Training Principal

India South-Eastern Territory 



Women Focus

H
uman beings are created in the 
image of God and every woman 
has to know the essential truth 

that God created each one with a purpose 
and identity. Society has constructed 
women identity by limiting women 
potentialities and abilities. 

Involvement of women to challenge the 
then existing systems and structures in 
obedience to God's Call to Mission is seen 
if we turn to the scriptures. There is a 
clear indication that women in those 
times took a major responsibility to break 
such barriers in the society, church and 
family. It is the time to reconstruct our 
identity and freedom as human beings 
created in the image of God. Let us see 
how the women in scriptures came 
together as a mission of women breaking 
barriers in the society, church, and family 
to build new living community.

MISSION OF WOMEN BREAKING 
BARRIERS IN THE SOCIETY:

However in these times, women are 
coming out from the insulated enclosures 
into social space, reclaiming their dignity, 
freedom and equality with men. This 
phenomenon to challenge and break 
structures that oppress women is not 
something new and it had been 
throughout history, glimpses of which can 
be drawn from women in The Bible too. 

The five daughters of Zelophehad 
contested and won property rights of 
their father's land (Num.27). Deborah as 
judge, ruler, and military advisor, had 

God created humans in His own image 
(Gen:1-26). God breathed into nostrils 
and gave them life. We have seen 
ordinary women have saved lives of 
infants in the Old Testament. The courage 
and bravery of two midwives, SHIPHRAH 
and PUAH, who had saved the lives of 
Hebrew male infants during Egyptian 
bondage, will be remembered forever. 
They took risk with faith and hope in the 
divine power, love and concern for human 
life. M I S S I O N  O F  W O M E N 

BREAKING BARRIERS IN 
THE FAMILY:

MISSION OF WOMEN BREAKING 
BARRIERS IN THE CHURCH:

Abigail, Huldah and many more women 
deliberately chose to break the structures 
in the society. Even in the contemporary 
society, we can see many women 
struggling to break the barriers. Hence 
women should commit themselves for 
divine saving and liberating themselves 
from all evil circumstances.

judged Israel at that time and led Barak to 
victory (JUDGES-1:24).

Family is a social institution 
which is made by God to fulfill 

If we turn to the scriptures, there is a clear 
indication that women were called to be 
God's messengers, prophets and disciples 
through both the old and new testaments 
period. Phoebe (Romans 16), a deacon in 
the church commended by Paul, Priscilla, 
who was acknowledged as a leader and 
teacher of theology,(Acts:18-2)hosting 
house churches such as Mary, Lydia, 
Euodias and Syntyche (Phil-4) Rufus 
mother ,Eunice and Lois, Persis, Rhoda, 
and so many other women who are model 
for us today, dared to develop abilities 
,skills   and evidently functioned as a 
team. We the women, should commit 
ourselves to change the present unjust 
situations in and around us can look 
forward in hope for the church, 
as we draw inspiration from the 
lives and ministry of women in 
The Bible.

The church is a community of people who 
commit to live in communion with GOD 
and with each other. A church is one that 
practices and promotes a liberal message 
where the identity and freedom of all 
people is ensured. Fortunately through 
the efforts of many dedicated women we 
have been able to break some of the 
barriers.

certain purposes in this world. However 
our culture is also fast changing under 
impact of the forces of globalization and 
modernization and hence our value 
systems, family patterns, and our 
identities are in state of transition. Some of 
these  changes  a re  pos i t i ve  l i ke 
opportunities for education, new skills and 
empowerment for women; other may 
cause more stress and suffering for 
women, such as increasing abuse and 
violence in the home and on the streets. 

As Paul says “… there is neither male nor 
female for you are all one in Christ Jesus”. 
Her submission to her husband is an act, a 
similar command is given to husband to 
love their wives, to reduce oppression. The 
Bible is used to reinforce the relationship 
between husband and a wife, and to 
understand equality between husband and 
wife. 

 God's word never brings destruction to 
anyone in any situation. His Word in fact 
saves people and gives life to people. In 
Ephesians 4-6 chapters, Apostle Paul 
emphasizes on how a Christian family 
should live. In Ephesians 5-21,22, women 
are instructed “to be subjected” to or 
``Submit to” their husbands. 

Some of these stories are very hard to 
reconstruct thousands of years after they 
occurred, but traces of them remain. This 
envisioning should strengthen us in our 
daily struggles. What we aspire today is a 
transformation of our lives. We should 
totally depend on God. God's will is 
manifested in us and for us as handmaids 
of the Lord, and we shall discover that with 
God nothing is impossible. 

Mrs. Tsapa Subhasini
Assistant Professor in Education
St. Joseph’s College of Education
Guntur
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Jesus chooses to teach in parables. 
According to William Barclay, “parables 
place something besides something else,” 
creating a contrast. Jesus uses ordinary 
activities to illustrate a heavenly principle. A 
familiar story encourages listening and 
compels thinking from the concrete to the 
abstract. C. H. Dodd writes, “Parables were 
meant to tease a person into active 
thought.” 

Jesus, sitting in a boat beside the Galilean 
seashore, probably saw a farmer and 
directed the crowd's attention to this simple 
scene of scattering seed. The soil in Galilee 
consisted of basalt or volcanic rock and was 
very fertile. Jesus told the crowd to consider 
what happened when seeds fell on various 
types of soil. The hard-packed path allowed 
no penetration and the seeds were eaten by 
birds. The rocky soil, with dirt hiding rocks 
just below the surface, didn't allow roots to 
develop, so those plants withered under the 
harsh sun. Other seeds fell among thorns 
and those plants were choked by weeds 
and produced no grain. But the seeds falling 

CONTEXT 

CONTENT

Looking at Chapters 2 and 3 of Mark, we 
find Jesus in the midst of controversy 
created by His teachings and healings. He is 
questioned about His ability to forgive sin 
while healing a paralytic (2:1-12). Eating 
with sinners causes religious leaders to ask, 
“Why does He eat with such scum?” (v. 16). 
Then He is challenged about fasting (v. 18-
22) and Sabbath (v. 23-28) before He heals 
on the Sabbath, and that leads to a plot to 
kill Him (3:1-7). He is also accused of being 
possessed by Satan (v. 22). 

I
n studying this story, we need to 
understand its place in Galilee and in 
Mark's Gospel. Jesus has moved from 

the synagogue to the seashore, outside 
buildings and outside religious norms. He is 
seated in a boat just offshore, creating a 
platform for speaking to a large crowd. 

The shallow, rocky person received the 
Word with great joy but doesn't allow roots 
to develop. When problems and persecution 
come (and they will), the lack of a root 
system results in the withering of 
commitment, and no spiritual fruit is 
produced. The seed sown in thorns 
represents the crowded, complicated cares 
that threaten our lives. Jesus says that 
worry and a desire for wealth and other 
things choke out the Word planted in our 
lives (1 John 2:15). 

Fortunately, seed that falls on good soil 
produces an abundant harvest. Fruit is 
the goal of sowing seed and the result 
of God's Word sown in our lives. The 
Book of Acts periodically says the Word 
of God grew, and many became 
believers (Acts 6:7, 12:24, 19:20). Paul 
told the church in Colossae that “This 
Good News is going out all over the 
world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by 
changing lives” (1:6). As Jesus called 

Parables require the hearer to reflect to gain 
understanding of the story. In this case, 
Jesus provided the explanation, helping the 
disciples to understand. The seed being 
sown is the Word of God. The different soils 
represent people who hear the Word. The 
outcome of spreading God's Word depends 
on the reception of the hearer. 

on good soil produced an abundant harvest. 
Jesus then said, “Anyone with ears to hear 
should listen and understand” (v. 9).

Listening was what the crowd had come to 
do. It was understanding that Jesus 
required. When the disciples questioned 
Jesus about the meaning of His story, He 
said, “If you can't understand the meaning 
of this parable, how will you understand all 
the other parables?” (4:13). 

The hard-packed footpath is a hardened 
heart and doesn't allow the Word to 
penetrate. The seed is quickly taken away 
by Satan. 

on the crowd to understand, it takes more 
than hearing the Word for it to take root and 
produce fruit.

CONNECT

A second lesson is to make sure that we are 
good soil. We should examine our lives 
(hearts) and make sure they are not hard 
and impenetrable. Allow roots to grow down 
into God's love to keep you strong 
(Ephesians 3:17). You shouldn't allow 
persecution and problems to cause you to 
fall, nor should you allow your crowded and 
complicated life, desiring other things, to 
choke out your relationship with God. 
Jeremiah 4:3 says, “Plow up the hard ground 
of your hearts! Do not waste your good seed 
among thorns. O people of Judah and 
Jerusalem, surrender your pride and power. 
Change your hearts before the Lord.”

So, what connects this parable to our daily 
lives? First, according to John MacArthur, 
“Success doesn't hinge on the skill of the 
sower.” Sowers sow seed. Amid controversy 
and conflict, Jesus continued to spread God's 
Word to whoever would listen. Our mission is 
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
John Stott said that we don't “win” 
anyone—as witnesses, we testify to God's 
story. Don't get discouraged if you don't see 
the harvest. Sowers sow and leave the 
results to God.

“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the 
Spirit and understand what He is saying to 
the churches!” Revelation 2:29

Bible Study
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As we continue our theme of “Gardening 
with God,” we come to the first parable in 

Mark's Gospel, Chapter 4:1-20. This is 
known as the “Parable of the Sower.” Ben 
Witherington, in his commentary on Mark, 

titles it, “Sow Far, Sow Good.”

Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson 
continues his theme of 
"Gardening with God" 
as he explores the first 
parable in Mark's Gospel. 
by Lt. Colonel Dean Hinson
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Article

If we look with spiritually eyes, we will 
come to know that we are living with 
several lockdowns in our life. It is 
important that all bondages will be opened 
t o  l i v e  s p i r i t u a l l y.  I t  m u s t  b e 
“Ephphatha”- be opened.

According to the gospel of Mark 7:31-37, a 
man who was deaf and could hardly talk 
was brought to Jesus by some people. 
They begged Jesus to place his hand on 
him. Jesus took him aside, away from 
crowd. Jesus put his fingers into the man's 
ear. Jesus spit and touched the man's 
tongue. He looked up to heaven and with 
deep sigh said to him, 'Ephphatha' which 
means “Be opened”. The miracle took 
place. The man's ears were opened, his 
tongue was loosened, and he began to 
speak plainly. 

C
OVID -19 is being spread all over the 
world. It has affected nations of the 
world more than the First and 

Second World War. While I am writing this 
article, I noted that 3,40,072 people have 
been died throughout the world with this 
deadly virus. Lockdown, as an only tool, 
many nations used as a preventive 
measure, including India. We all have 
habit to live independently, so it is quite 
difficult to manage such kind of long period 
within the four walls! We are not habitual 
to live in lockdown. We wish that 
everything will be opened, and the life will 
be as normal as it was previously.

'Ephphatha' which means “Be opened”. 
A deaf and dumb person was in bondage. 
His ears can't hear, and his tongue can't 
speak, and with the divine intervention, he 
got opened, an Ephhatha – took place. 
The Lord is not happy to see anyone being 
in any kind of bondage. He is very 
concerned for every one of us.  

Bondage of Sin:  Are we lying under the 
bondage of Sins? God wants 'Ephphatha' 
– to be opened from the bondage of our 
sins through his precious blood. We may 
have committed sin in secret like Cain. We 
may have sinned many years back like the 
brothers of Joseph. We may have sinned 
very carefully like Achan. We may have 
sinned knowingly like Samson. We might 
even sinned by the inspiration of others like 
Ahab. We may have sinned to please the 
people like Pilate. We may have sinned in 
foolishness like Herod. We may have 
sinned unknowingly like Jews. He can 
break the bondage of sin.  There is an 
urgent need to everyone that they need to 
be opened, released from the bondage of 
sin. The sin, the root cause of all problems 
are to be stopped, and an act of 
'Ephphatha' must be instated in the lives 
those living in the bondages of sin. 

Bondage of Sickness: Are we struggling 
under the bondage of physical sickness? 
Lord Jesus not only opened the bondage of 
deaf and dumb person. He healed the 
person who was sick and lying at Bethesda 
pool for 38 years. Today if you are suffering 
from any kind of sickness, he is ready to 
remove all kind of sickness- 'Ephphatha' 
from your life. The Scripture encourages in 
~Jeremiah 30:17 "But I will restore you to 
health and heal your wounds,' declares the 
LORD"

Bondage of Addictions:  It was so 
amazing to see many people being stood in 
the long ques when the lockdown was 
relaxed, purely to purchase Liquor. It 
means their prime need was to consume 
Alcohol. They were addicted to such 
habits, causing their own lives being 
ruined. Isaiah 55:2 says” why spend 
money on what is not bread. God wants to 
relive you - 'Ephphatha' –from such kind of 
addiction. 

Bondage of Unfaithfulness: I have come 
through many cases, where family lives are 
disturbed, particularly in these lockdown 
days. Since the couples are staying long 
time together, their true colors are being 
exhibited of their unfaithfulness to each 
other. This displayed the doubts among 
themselves, false love, etc., They need their 
hearts to be opened to understand each 
other. They need the emotions to be 
understood by each other to relate 
themselves with love. They need a faithful 
spirit to retain and regain the faithfulness 
between themselves. An act of Ephphatha', 
is to be required in such lives. 

Bondage of Physical Death: In this 
pandemic situation of COVID-19, many 
have lost their lives, and many are afraid of 
their death. As Christians, we know that the 
body will perish, not the soul. Still, we are 
very much concerned about our physical life 
rather than our spiritual life. Our Lord Jesus 
is the Lord of the resurrection. He can raise 
the dead. He raised Lazarus, Son of the 
widow of Nain town and the daughter of 
Jairus. He is the only Lord who triumphed 
over the death. He can make us victorious 
and release us - 'Ephphatha' from the 
physical death and bless with us eternal life.  

We wish that we grow spiritually day by day. 
But we are in several bondages. Jesus 
wants to open all kind of bondages - 
'Ephphatha'- in our lives. If we need 
freedom, we must surrender ourselves to 
Him. We must come to Jesus with our 
problems as the deaf and dumb person was 
brought to Jesus. Jesus is the Almighty God. 
He can remove all kind of bondages - 
'Ephphatha'- from our life and we can 
grow spiritually. 

EphphathaEphphatha
Major Andrews D. Christian   
Administrator, Emery Hospital
Anand- Gujarat, India Western Territory 
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D
uring these unprecedented times, 

we see many healthcare workers 

worldwide serving at frontline for 

the covid19 patients; A big salute to them. 

Apart from the covid19 cases, there is an 

emergence of many crimes, domestic 

violence, child abuse, cyber-thefts, racism, 

brawling & Suicides. We hear such news on 

a daily basis. As God's people, we need to 

help such individuals around us, counsel 

them & be the example of peace keepers 

through His unending Love. 

The Wonderful Healer & Counsellor: 

No one in this world have had the power & 

authority to heal others, both emotionally & 

physically but through Jesus, not then not 

now. By His command, even unclean spirits 

shriek & have to obey. Whenever I come 

across healthcare & hospital paradigms, I 

instantly envision Jesus being the 

connection between the Knowledge about 

treating & the power of healing. To say it 

literally, He has given that wisdom to the 

doctors to do research, diagnose and find 

treatment for those particular complex 

diseases; which I find a miracle in itself. Our 

God approves healthcare and that is why so 

many mission hospitals are serving. The 

first thing before intervening is to ask God 

to take the lead & speak through you. 

In this article, I would like to stress how we 

can join hands with this fight. Let us turn to 

the Gospel according to  Mark 1 & 2 

chapters and ponder on things which will 

help us to be mediators in such crucial 

scenarios. The Gospel of Mark is believed to 

be one of the first books written on 

accounts of Jesus' life & John Mark 

accounted His acts beautifully that 

postulate a good mediator. 

Spiritual Paralysis: sometimes people 

around us might not be physically ill but 

spiritually they might be extremely 

vulnerable and weak. In today's world, 

many individuals have not known peace for 

very a long time. Our role should be to 

identify such people, listen to them and 

help them in any capacity. It is documented 

The Rescue Operation: In 

Mark 2, we see Jesus healing, 

preaching & casting demons 

out. If we were to compare the 

same with current times of 

pandemic, we too are down in 

many ways; there is lot of 

negativity in terms of fear, 

Being a Team player: In Mark 1 we can 

see that, Jesus calls out for His Disciples. 

That is where He called Peter, Andrew, 

James and John. Now we know Jesus, He 

could do anything by Himself but He called 

out people like you and me. Jesus was 

always a Team player, the very essence of 

God like attribute when He created Adam 

and Eve. He came along, Sat with them, 

Walked and talked with them; 

the same way Jesus sat with 

commoners and chose them. 

From the very beginning, our 

God wanted to share His plans 

and distribute them so we all 

could work together for a 

common goal. As called to be 

His discipleship we ought to be a 

team player taking everyone 

with us and making sure we all 

are on the same page. 

that nearly 800,000 people die by suicides 

every year. There may be number of reasons 

why people commit suicide but it just leads 

to the actual core foundation and that they 

do have the peace of Christ in their heart. 

Let me also add that People can be battling 

with cancer but they are at peace in their 

heart. Knowing the Lord does not mean 

there will be no suffering, but it means that 

we get the courage & strength to fight it off 

until the very end while being happy & to do 

greater things which otherwise would not 

have been possible. Fanny Crosby – The 

Queen of Gospel Song writer was blind from 

birth till death, but only because she had 

peace in herself, she wrote more than 9000 

songs in her lifetime. Some of the best, 

which we even sing today after 150 years, 

are, "Pass me not, O gentle savior, Blessed 

Assurance & many other. 

Illness, depression and anxiety. However, if 

we continue to let ourselves think into these, 

then we are actually demeaning and 

undermining the power and authority of God 

over evil. Satan exactly wants us to think in 

this way. He wants us to live in fear and 

anxious about our future which is never will 

be in our hands. This in turn will affect our 

productivity in Christ. We have to be strong 

ourselves so that we can help others come 

out of it. There is only one rescue operation 

and that is rescuing souls from evil. Let us be 

those friends who brought the paralytic man 

to Jesus through the roof. We are the 

paramedics or to better put as 'SoulMedics' 

for such people and Jesus is the Doctor who 

has chosen us to assist Him in this operation 

as a team. 

We are the peace keepers of Christ, the 

prayer intercessors for those who need 

healing and the Soul Medics for those 

struggling in Spiritual Paralysis and Malady. 

Let us look out for people in these times who 

are il l, in depression, anxiety, fear, 

undergoing stress, physical abuse, child 

abuse  and  trauma of losing a loved one. 

May God bless us, encourage us to be strong 

while taking care of each other. 

The Soul-Medics 

for Malady ! 

A b o u t  t h e  A u t h o r : 

A n u g r a h a  A s h o k 

Dushing is a member & 

bandsmen of Byculla 

English central Corps, 

Mumbai. He holds a 

b a c h e l o r  d e g r e e  i n 

Social Sciences and Post 

Graduate in Hospital 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  & 

Healthcare Management. He formerly worked 

as the Head of Marketing & Public Relations at 

various Hospitals. Currently He is the CEO of 

WISEHOSP SOLUTIONS – a Healthcare firm 

founded by him, which Designs & Constructs 

Hospitals, provides Management Planning, 

Accreditations and other Allied Healthcare 

services. 
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T
he Corona Virus outbreak came to light 
on December 31, 2019. China 
i n f o r m e d  t h e  Wo r l d  H e a l t h 

Organisation of a cluster of cases of 
pneumonia of an unknown cause in Wuhan 
city in Hubei province. Subsequently the killer 
virus spread to more provinces of China and 
to the rest of the worldengulfing the entire 
humanity in its grip. The WHO has now 
declared it a pandemic. The virus has been 
named SARS -Cov-2 and the disease is now 
called Covid-19. All most all European 
countries closed their boarders, and stopped 
all kinds of imports from China.

REASONS FOR THE VIRUS:

1. God gave 33 commands to the people to 
lead happy and healthy life on earth. But they 
neglected all the commandments, and 
invited all kinds of diseases, pestilence and 
this kind of virus. God laid certain Health and 
Dietary laws, and prohibited Unclean 
animals, Unclean birds, and Unclean fish.

Many health experts believed that the new 
strain of Corona virus originated from bats or 
pangolins.

Jengli, a Chinese a Scientist declared that the 
virus originated in bats after she had 
systematic study about the bats in the bat 
caves. Other scientist also recognised that 
there are sixty kinds of viruses in bats and 
this virus has mostly spread through person 
to person contact. The people of China eat all

The World Health Organisation has advised 
all the countries around the world to follow 
basic protective measures against the deadly 
virus. 1.Wash your hands frequently with 
soap and water. 2. Maintain social distance at 
least 3 feet between your self and any one 
who is coughing or sneezing. 3. Avoid 
touching eyes, nose and mouth.4. Practice 
respiratory hygiene. 5. If you are suffering 
from fever, cough and difficulty in breathing, 
seek medical care early. 6. Stay informed and 
follow the advice given by your health care 
provider. Otherwise it will damage the heart, 
liver, or kidneys. In some people, it will affect 
the blood and immune system. It will cause 
heart, renal, or multiple organ failure, 
resulting in death.

God commanded not to eat unclean birds like 
eagle, vulture, kite, raven, owl, hawklstork 
and bat (Leviticus 11:13-19).

2 .  S o m e  B i b l e 
preachers argue that 
the president Jinping 
had declared as the 
saviour of his country, and his photo was kept 
in all the dwelling and worshiping places. 
Therefore God sent this kind of plague upon 
that country(Due 28:58) some other 
preachers rejected this kind of declaration 
that God did not punish the entire country for 
one man's sin.

3. Some well-known scholars and scientists of 
the world believe that the virus is not natural 
but it is created as Bio-War Weapon with slfish 
motive to become super power, but there are 
no evidences. We know that some countries 
like USA, Russia, Germany, Irac and North 
Korea are already having these Bio Weapons.

PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT :

kinds of frogs rats 
s n a k e s  d o g s  a n d 
caused this virus to 
spread around the 
wor ld.  Some Bib le 
scholars in opinion God 
gave their l ives to 
plagues(Psalms 78:50)

2. Pleading to the Lord: We read in the 
Bible people when faced plague and 
pestilence, defeats and defames, wars and 
warnings they pleaded to the Lord with His 
mercy  God saved them.

1. Self Discipline: Almost all the countries 
declared Lookdown, and asked the people to 
keep themselves in their homes. They must 
practice physical distance if they come out for 
emergency. Some countries practiced three 
way theory- Trace, Test and Treat. In India 
one state had already adopted the WHO's 
protocol of test, trace, isolate and support 
and prevented this poisonous plague.

We must also plead God Almighty for the lost 
world and for our sinful generation. This is 
spiritual battle, and it will be won only on our 
knees. The promise of God is-If my people 
who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from Heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land. This promise is for all nations. 
When God says my people, all the believers in 
Lord Jesus, the whole Christian community 
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THE DEVINE PROTECTION 
FROM DEADLY VIRUS

Dear readers in Christ, the Corona virus made 
super powers helpless, rich countries weak 
and for the first time the Great depression, 
both advanced and developing economies 
were expected to fall into recession. 
Unemployment rates are skyrocketing to 
unprecedented levels. A great man of God said 
that Prayer is an earthly licence for Devine 
intervention. God is patiently waiting for His 
children to come together and plead for 
healing. We have not yet because we ask not. 
As we are in third wave of infection, we need to 
join one another in militant, spirit guided, spirit 
anointed intercession, God will certainly 
destroy this deadly virus and protect His 
people. May the Holy Spirit turn all the nations 
to God Almighty for His intervention.

around the Globe plead to God is powerful to 
protect and heal us and our nations. When we 
pour out our heart at His feet and plead, He 
will not allow any plague to come near to our 
home (Psalms 90:10)

Rev. P. Y. Rathnam
Hyderabad
India Central Territory
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W
orld Day of Prayer was observed 
on 6th March 2020, in all the six 
Territories, with the theme “Rise 

and take up your mat and walk”. This year 
International World Day of Prayer 
organization has selected to pray for the 
country Zimbabwe. The Salvation Army 
prayer halls were decorated with banners, 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – 2020

Some women were dressed up 
like “Zimbabwe Traditional 
Women” and performed small 
dramas, songs, skits, about the 

country, culture, education, social and 
Spiritual life. They also emphasized the 
challenges and issues that they are facing in 
Zimbabwe. Congregation were encouraged 
to pray and remember the challenges and 
issues that they are facing in Zimbabwe. And 
many stood and offered special prayers for 
the women of Zimbabwe.

I n s t r u m e n t s ,  fl o w e r s , 
vegetables, and grains to 
resemble the nat iv i ty of 
Zimbabwe, to give some idea 
about the culture and history to 
the members.  All the members 
prayed earnestly for the needs 
of the country.  

FEEDING SCHOOL CHILDREN DURING COVID-19 LOCKDOWN

· India South East 10 Schools 327 Children

· India North 6 Schools 587 Children

I
t is well aware that the lockdown and subsequent 
consequences affected the daily laborers and their 
dependents a lot, pushing them deeper to suffer with hunger. 

Realizing this situation, the National office with the help of the 
International headquarters made a supportive programme to 
feed the children studying in various Salvation Army Schools 
across 5 territories in India, benefiting nearly 3641 students, and 
their families, as per the schools list mentioned here under:

· India Central 52 Schools 1617 Children

· India West 4 Schools 472 Children

This feeding involved distribution of  dry ration material worth of 
Rs. 1,000/- to each student. This feeding not only provided to 
meet their hunger, but also prevented them falling into the 
clutches of malnutrition. This feeding supported the children to 
raise their immunity level in these hard days.  The National office 
with the intention to assist the territories for strengthening the 
schools and the education ministry by means of this feeding 
progrmmae, was well appreciated by the parents. In many places, 
the government authorities personally came and engaged in the 
distribution, appreciating the Salvation Army for such 
humanitarian activities. The parents have expressed their 

· India South West 16 Schools 741 Children

The Bible message shared from John 5: 2 – 9 
“Rise and take up your mat and walk.  It was 
emphasized that paralyzed person was 
sitting at the bank of Bethesda pond with 
great hope and faith. Jesus appeared at 
Bethesda pond and saw the great need of 
that man who was helpless but has faith and 
hope in God.  Jesus saw the paralyzed 
person and he showed his mercy upon him 
and told him to get up and take your mat and 
walk.   Jesus healed paralyzed person 
miraculously and that man followed Jesus 
Christ. 

123 churches observed in IET, Mizoram and 
other Eastern states, ISET – 36240 members 
attended and 7525 seekers. INT 4037 
people attended, 623 dedicated and 105 
consecrated their lives to Jesus Christ. 

gratitude to the Salvation Army for this food material, where they 
were literally helpless to feed their children because of the 
prevailing situations. The National office is keen in offering the 
needed support to territories in making their ministry more 
meaningful. Readers are requested to pray for the education 
ministry in India. We thank the International headquarters and 
USA central territory and SWASO for the kind assistance towards 
executing this feeding programme.

Captain Latha Cheeli
Education Secretary, India National Office

Colonel Mani Kumari Dasari
Secretary for Women’s Development

India National Office, Kolkata
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