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7 pre-schools to go under St James' Church
Kindergarten umbrella
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Amelia Teng Education Correspondent  (mailto:ateng@sph.com.sg)

St James' Church Kindergarten will help to operate seven other faith-based pre-schools in a bid to keep them running and

improve the quality of early childhood education.

These two kindergartens and five childcare centres will begin in January next year under a new Little Seeds Preschools

name.

They will be part of St James' Preschool Services, a new arm of the pre-school operator that was set up in January last year.

Fees across the centres will vary according to the duration of their programmes. For kindergartens, it will cost about $450 a

month, and for childcare centres, about $1,000.

Dr Jacqueline Chung, academic director and senior principal of St James' Church Kindergarten, said it stepped in to work

with the pre-schools after learning that some were on the brink of closing down, while others faced mul-tiple challenges.

St James' Church Kindergarten's Dr Jacqueline Chung said some of the seven centres faced challenges like pupil enrolment.
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The centres are Pasir Panjang Hill Church Kindergarten, Noah's Ark Childcare and Development Centre, St Paul's Church

Kindergarten and four childcare centres run by The Salvation Army. In total, the seven centres are operating at about 60

per cent of their capacity, with about 600 children.

Dr Chung said that several centres were facing challenges in pupil enrolment and recruiting teachers.

Mr Lim Ee Tuo, St James' Church Kindergarten's director of administration and operations, said some centres were

charging monthly fees of $200 to $250, which are not sustainable in the long run.

St James' Church Kindergarten started in 1977, and the popular pre-school operator now has three campuses with nearly

2,000 children.

It conducted training last month for 70 teachers across the new centres to get them acquainted with its culture and

methods of teaching. These include project work, inquiry-based learning that emphasises children's interests, as well as

teaching strategies pulled together from around the world.

Renovation works to upgrade facilities and learning spaces have also started.

The number of church-based kindergartens has fallen in recent years.

Dr Chung said faith-based pre-schools are facing competition from larger centres run by anchor operators and commercial

operators, which have been a growing presence in the early childhood sector in recent years.

There is room for different types of pre-schools to exist, she said.
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"To lose the faith-based group is a great pity, as we have a con-tribution to make as part of the early childhood community

in Singapore. Our strength is in character and values development," she added.

About half of the families whose children attend St James' pre-schools are not Christians, but they want their children to be

in an environment that strongly emphasises the development of character and values, said Dr Chung.

Mr James Ong, whose three-year-old son has been attending St Paul's Church Kindergarten in Upper Serangoon Road since

January this year, said coming under the St James umbrella is a good change.

"It is like when you are a small and medium-sized enterprise, it can be tough as you are on your own. But St James is well-

known in the sector, and we see this as an encouragement and a positive step for St Paul's," said the 35-year-old Christian

who does freelance coaching and consultancy projects.

Mr Ong, who also has a daughter aged one, said he wants his children to be in a church-based kindergarten for reasons such

as being able to find common ground with teachers on issues and having the school reinforce habits such as saying grace

before meals.

He said: "We want him to grow up in an environment that is aligned with our religious views and beliefs."
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