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The Salvation Army started out on its knees in 1865 as a crusade for Jesus and 
justice. It explored the darkest stories of its day crying out for soul salvation 
and social salvation.

We, the Army of redemption, now presence ourselves in 121 countries as 
people of global insights. As we launch our prayer crusade for justice, we reach 
into the Scriptures for inspiration and declaration.

The gospel reaches into our world through a call from Luke’s text.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

The opening of The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission 3 years ago 
under the vision of General Shaw Clifton ignited a courage to face the darkness. 

We, as an Army moved by God, raise the silent voices living under the burdens of 
injustice. God wants to hear the noise of an Army on its knees pleading on behalf of God’s 
so loved world.

Our prayer focus asks a question of our 

personal engagement with the injustices of 

our neighbourhoods.  

Therefore, let us pray for: 

• revival fires on the soil of God’s earth 

where The Salvation Army ministers 

• the coming of Christ’s embrace in a dark 

and unjust world 

• persistence in prayers of faith to a Saviour 

who brings hope

• ongoing commitment of God’s people with 

enthusiastic beginnings and perseverance 

through the long night

Find out more about The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission at www.salvationarmy.org/socialjustice.
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The Salvation Army magazine, All the World understood 24/7 prayer when its first 
issue of 1884 brought detailed illustrations of the Army’s around the clock activity 
in various time zones. We by our geographical spread throughout the nations, ‘cry 
out day and night’.  The All the World magazine of the early days titled these 
mission activities as: ‘24 Hours of Salvation’. 

Picture your prayer setting as a journey on behalf of others into the Promised 
Land -- an exodus from injustice to justice. As the Israelites escaped slavery in 
Egypt (Exodus 14) they heard their captors coming after them. The galloping 
horses and artillery kicked up dust in pursuit while bringing fear to the potential 
victims.

‘The Lord will fight for you. You need only to be still’. Exodus 14:14

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

•Ask the Lord to give you a desire to listen 

to His suffering world

•Listen out for the cries of injustice in your 

home and Corps neighborhoods.

•Name the sounds, sights, smells and pain 

which pursue injustice.

Pray over each of the eight Millennium 

Development Goals with a desire for the 

Army to see:

•Real people behind every statistic and 

issue

•The Army as powerful agents of social and 

‘Salvational’ change

•Listen to stories of poverty•Open your home/corps centre for victims of injustice to speak•Live sacrificially to contribute to others with time, resources and faith.

Our Luke 18:7-8 theme talks about justice coming quickly. We know that injustice chases at 
speed, as the Israelites discovered. Life for many is an on the run existence, while fleeing 
injustice only to be met by ‘Red Seas’. Our prayer in times of pursuit becomes the prayer of 
Moses while considering effective action. 
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By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan



Nehemiah’s Need for Prayer

‘They told me, “Those captives who have come back are having all kinds of 
troubles. They are terribly disgraced, Jerusalem’s walls are broken down, and its 
gates have been burnt.’ Nehemiah 1:3 These words have everything to do with 
injustice. 

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

“Day and night Lord we cry out.
Day and night we build Your justice kingdom on earth.”

Words, Prayers and Tears Take Action!

Nehemiah actions his prayer by leaving his 
house, while taking others with him to look at 
the ruined places. (See Nehemiah 2:11-13) His 
conclusion was, ‘Jerusalem is truly in a mess’. 
His response: ‘We must rebuild.’

How can we continue the journey of humble 
prayer with eyes to start viewing the mess of 
injustice? The Salvation Army cries out to God; 
then with a determined purpose gets off its 
knees and goes to work.

The Salvation Army prays with hearts lifted up to God and hands outstretched 
ready to go to work. Crying day and night is a starting point in carrying the 
frustrations of injustice to God’s heart.

I am challenged by those who put their prayers to work, such as Nehemiah.

Nehemiah’s Response in Prayer

When Nehemiah hears this report he despairs. 
‘When I heard this, I sat down and cried. Then 
for several days I mourned; I went without 
eating to share my sorrow and I prayed.’
Nehemiah 1:4

Become a Nehemiah.

• Pray for a soft heart.
• Pray for determination and 

courage to rebuild the waste 
places.
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• Leave home and explore with 
eyes, mind and heart injustice 
in your neighborhood.

• Come home and cry out day 
and night.

• Leave home and gather as a 
people of God with a strategy 
to rebuild.

By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

Consider: International Salvation Army 
statistics on feeding the hungry and ask 

God and one another how we can 
contribute within your own Salvation 

Army communities.

The world is facing a hunger crisis unlike anything it has seen in more than 50 years.

•925 million people are hungry.

•Every 5 seconds a child dies from hunger related causes

• In 2008, nearly 9 million children died before they reached their 5th birthday. 
One-third of these deaths relate to hunger and malnutrition.

A new global hunger and food security initiative in Washington, DC is called ‘FEED 
THE FUTURE’. We well remember the heart of Jesus in his concerns for both 
spiritual and physical hunger. As we ‘feed the future’ with a day and night cry for 
justice on global hunger, reflect on Jesus feeding the five thousand.

Pray for modern day constructive miracles:
• Focusing on agricultural development, 

particularly for small scale producers 
and women.

• Improving nutrition for women and 
young children.

• Ensuring that efforts are ‘country-led’ –
meaning the communities, 
constituencies and countries affected 
by hunger are setting priorities and 
developing programs.

• Reflect on the wastefulness of food 
consumerism.

Feed the future with your prayers and participation.

8,404,709Service to community beneficiaries

523Land Settlements – capacity

5Land Settlements – farms

13,194,173General relief – people helped

20,889Disaster response participants

33Restaurants and cafes

967Feeding centres
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Consider:
• Confessing attitudes as seen in the behavior of the disciples 
• Seeking within ourselves a personal responsibility to wrestle with 

hunger
• Exploring in faith creative means to discover enough resources
• Creating an environment of dignity where food is eaten in 

community
• Blessing the offering of food with thanksgiving and abundant 

expectation

Read:
• Matthew 14:13-21

• Mark 6: 30-44

• Luke 9: 10-17

• John 6: 1-4
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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“Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the children of God.” Matthew 5:9

God of peace and possibility, we ask You to help us give peace a chance, in this 
world. We want to give peace a chance, yet we have already missed so many 
opportunities. We have sabotaged so many initiatives; instead of overcoming evil 
with good. We have stood by while good was overpowered. Forgive us, Lord. 

Give us peace, we pray.
Just as we claim Your forgiveness, we accept anew our responsibility as 
peacemakers and creators of justice. And yet, we admit that there is much more 
required if we are truly to give peace a chance. 

Give us peace, we pray. 

By the moving of Your Spirit, commit our hearts and minds to peace, and help us 
dedicate our lives to becoming the starting-points of peace. Help us cooperate with 
You, creating a world where peace may be our ethos and our essence. 

Give us peace, we pray. 
God of peace and possibility, make us instruments of Your peace in all places so that 
we may fulfill Your will, and so that we may give peace a chance. In the name of the 
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.  Prayer from the Caribbean

Peace begins with a faith bringing new possibilities into aggressive situations. The Old 
Testament refers to: peace offerings, peace treaties, and prayers for peace. Look at the 
questions below with the prayer, ‘Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me’.

1. What peace offering is needed for a conflict you are experiencing?
2. What would a peace treaty say to divided congregations?
3. Identify places which lift a peace prayer from Psalm 122:6-9 into your local community.

Consider truth as the releasing power that builds peace. Christ shines a light on the 
injustices of the world with a confidence which restores us to the truth about ourselves; 
reconciles us to God; lives a gospel of peace; sets us free.

How is peace visualized?

Let me provide a few suggested images of thoughts and actions which build peace:
• Human beings freed from fear and unjust suffering
• Attitudes which overcome hatred, discrimination and oppression
• Relationships which build on trust
• The Saviour who is known as the Prince of Peace
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Quick Facts
• More than 350,000 women die annually from complications during pregnancy 

or childbirth, almost all of them in developing countries.
• In sub-Saharan Africa, a woman’s maternal mortality risk is 1 in 30.

Quick Facts
• Almost nine million children die each year before their fifth birthday.
• Of the 67 countries defined as having high child mortality rates, only 10

are currently on track to meet the MDG target.

GOAL 5 - Improve Maternal Health

TARGETS:  Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the 
maternal mortality ratio and achieve, by 2015, universal access to 
reproductive health.

GOAL 4 - Reduce Child Mortality

TARGET: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the mortality  
rate of children under five.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8

When justice is in place the needs of health for the most vulnerable is addressed. 
But so many children and potential births live under perplexing circumstances 
when injustice is prevalent. Two of the United Nations’ eight Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG’s) target these concerns. Read and reflect on the reality 
of human suffering.
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These ‘Quick Facts’ are not easily addressed with strategic action. Begin praying with the 
facts and not just for the issues. Praying ‘with’ sees and hears the suffering of people who 
are Unwell. Our model physician is described in Matthew 4:23 – as one ‘among the 
people’.

Become an Intercessor

Intercession is not only petition.
Intercession is position.
It is not just something that we do.
It is something we are.
It is not an exercise we engage in at a certain time of the day or night 
it is a life that we live.

Ronald Dunn

Live 24/7 prayer - bringing a healthy hope into the world.
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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• Change your own attitude • Bring influence to others by encouraging living through these values
• Raising the issues of inequality in society contributing to injustice• Putting into practice Galatians 3:28 by  acknowledging that disunity exists and 

by living courageously to make unity a greater possibility

Millennium Development Goal 3: 
Promote gender equality and empower women

As we pray our theme verse ‘they’ is becoming specific.

‘So there is no difference between… men and women. 
You are all one in union with Christ Jesus’. Galatians 3:28 

Women’s Issues and MDG 3

Poverty disproportionately affects women. This is no coincidence as girls make up 
70% of unschooled youth, get paid less than men, have less representation in 
government and hold fewer positions of influence.

An extra year of primary school education for a girl increases her future wages by 
10 - 20% (Source: CARE). Empowering women means healthier families and 
empowered communities. Without achieving Goal 3 the other MDG’s become 
problematic.

• That girls will be able to choose 

the time of their own marriage 

and it will not necessitate 

sacrificing their schooling.

• For more female teachers to be 

trained in countries where there 

are cultural restraints against 

women’s education.

Believing that everyone is created in the image of God, we seek a justice of unity. 
We cry out to God with prayers that discover forgiveness, restoration, unity and God’s love.

‘Love each other as we would love ourselves’. Galatians 5:14 
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Millennium Development Goal 2 Target: Ensure that by 2015 children 
everywhere, boys and girls alike will be able to complete a full course 
of primary schooling.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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modes of thought considered essential for social functioning.

In its technical sense, education is a process by which society deliberately transmits 
its accumulated knowledge, skills and values from one generation to another.

(Ministerio de Educacion de Chile, 2001)

Consider how education contributes to your ability to live your life with:
• Knowledge to understand
• Skills to achieve
• Experience to be employed

Consider: The investment of The 
Salvation Army in educating the 
world to be influenced for good.

Salvation Army Education Programs Worldwide

Kindergarten/Sub-Primary
Primary Schools
Upper Primary/Middle Schools
Secondary/High Schools
Colleges/Universities
Vocational Training Schools
Pupils
Teachers

Statistics from The Salvation Army Yearbook 2011

509
1,020

135
191
53
93

403,505
17,592

• Mentors to value life
• Scriptures to instruct, encourage and challenge
• Family to learn from one another

Education is not just what you learn in school. 
It is even the opportunity to go to school. 

• For children who do not have access to 
education. 

• That parents in impoverished countries will 
not be forced to choose between sending 
their children to school or sending them to 
work to enable the family to survive

• For Salvation Army Education programs as 
they develop faculty and students who are 
committed to education

• For the 661,468 children who are Sunday 
school members in The Salvation Army. 
May Jesus be their Saviour on earth as in 
Heaven.

‘Jesus became wise, and He grew strong. 
God was pleased with Him and so were the people.’ (Luke 2:52 CEV)

By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan



A Clarion Call to Action

God’s heart is broken over the millions of enslaved people. He understands the 
suffering of each and every one of them. He is not indifferent to their cries for love, 
mercy, justice and deliverance and has sent his redeemed and chosen people, the 
body of Christ (the Church) for the restoration of justice in an unjust world!

God the creator created both men and women and declared them good. Every 
human being thus created is precious and valuable in God’s sight and He has called 
us to accept and love one another, just as He accepts us in Christ and loves us.  He 
calls on the Church to ensure that every human being is free from enslavement and 
granted freedom to enjoy their human rights – the whole gospel reaches the whole 
person.  

God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son to die to save humanity!  
Forgiveness of sin through Jesus and deliverance from spiritual and moral darkness 
into God’s marvelous light brings freedom to captives. This just act of Jesus 
demonstrates God’s love for humankind and desire for abundant life! 

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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Twenty-seven million people are enslaved globally in various forms of sexual and labour
exploitation. Dedicate a day to pray the prayer of Isaiah 58:6:

• For all those oppressed by the curse of human trafficking. 
Ask God to hear their cry and deliver them. Psalm 10:17-18

• For those living in situations of poverty that the family of 
God will reach out and minister to them, and that they 
will procure a sustainable income, so they will not accept 
offers which look helpful but secretly involve trafficking. 
Matthew 25:40

• That the commercial sex trade in your locality will end, in 
order to stop people being trafficked into sexual 
exploitation. Leviticus 19:29

• For the perpetrators of this crime who seek to make 
money out of the trade of people. Pray for exposure and 
an end to their schemes and a conviction that leads them 
to repentance. Joel 3:3

‘Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke to set the oppressed free and 

break every yoke?’
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‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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The ‘Global Call to Prayer’ is a revolution which speaks out on behalf of those who 
are victims of evil. Christians who stand up for the revolution through prayer show 
they are willing to pay a personal cost in order to achieve justice in their nation.

When we think of kings and presidents and all those who govern the world, let us 
remember the words of Scripture:

‘He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.”’ Psalm 46:10

In faith and expectation of the coming Kingdom, let us join hands to pray fervently without 
ceasing:

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.’ Matthew 6:9-10

‘Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have insight, I have power.  By me kings reign and 
rulers issue decrees that are just; by me princes govern, and nobles—all who rule on earth.  I love 

those who love me, and those who seek me find me.’ Proverbs 8:14-17

Further resources: Check out Micah Challenge – a global coalition of Christians holding governments accountable (www.micahchallenge.org) 

• Is God asking me to commit myself 
to influence local government 
policy?

• How can I encourage the politicians 
in my town or my country? Can I let 
them know that I pray for them? 

• How do I view authority? Do I live 
the principles which I ask others to 
exemplify?

• For the authorities – that they might 
govern with integrity and justice.

• For countries undergoing a revolution—
that repression by violence ceases; that 
new governments that are honest and 
fair are established.

• For international decision makers—that 
they receive wisdom needed to bring 
peace.

• For the Church—that they will be led by 
the Holy Spirit to influence governments.

By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan



‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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8The desire to please God have always been in the thinking of Christians: ‘How 

can we touch the heart of God?’ We always want to have more spiritual power. 
As General Linda Bond said in her invitation to prayer, we have ‘a desperate 
desire for a powerful relationship with the Lord.’

A few of us may spend time fasting and praying, while the agenda for others 
may be more concerned with trying to discover what kind of praise pleases God. 
In both cases we are searching. 

Dare we say that even though we multiply our moments in prayer, meet to pray 
fervently and cry to the Lord day and night, we might still ask (as the seekers in 
Isaiah’s day said) ‘Why?’

“Why have we fasted,” they say, “and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?” ’ (Isaiah 58:3)

Now, the intention is not to raise doubts about the value of prayer. On the 
contrary, this note is meant to encourage you to mobilize and to get up, to cry 
out to Him day and night. But we must pay attention to what we pray for.  
Persistent and fervent prayer is not itself enough. 

Do we pray for the things that God really wants us to pray for?

Millennium Development Goal 1: 

Eradicate Extreme Poverty and 

Hunger

When we pray for justice as God would have us pray, let us also pray that 
the wonderful promises God made to his people will be visible and received in 

our Army, in our families, in our communities.

Isaiah 58:6-7• to loose the chains of injustice and untie 
the cords of the yoke• to set the oppressed free and break every 

yoke 
• to share your food with the hungry and to 

provide the poor wanderer with shelter
• not to turn away from your own flesh and 

blood
• to clothe the naked

TARGETS:  

1. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people whose income is less 
than $1 a day.

2. Achieve full and productive employment 
and decent work for all, including women 
and young people

3. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people who suffer from 
hunger By: Commissioner M. Christine MacMillan



• Three quarters of the world’s refugees resided in 
countries neighbouring their country of origin.

• More than two million people in situations of natural 
disasters are displaced.

• More than 845,000 people submitted an individual 
application for asylum or refugee status.

• More than 15,500 asylum applications were lodged 
by unaccompanied children in 69 countries.

• Women and girls represent on average 49% of 
persons of concern with 44% of refugees and 31% of 
asylum seekers being children under 18 years of age.

• More than 4.4 million refugees representing 42% of 
the world’s refugees live in countries whose GDP per 
capita is below US $3,000.

• Some 72 million refugees are stuck in unresolved 
situations, the highest figure since 2001.

‘And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 

he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’ Luke 18:7-8
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those who are branded by their birthplace, race, sin, poverty and anything that 
says, ‘You are excluded’. Some other issues for us to reflect on when considering 
modern day refugees and migration include prejudice, rejection, no room, 
healthcare, threats and birth registration.

The story of displaced people in our world is outlined in the UN’s ‘2010 in Review.’
At the end of 2010:

Facts inform our minds. Imagining the story behind every fact touches our spirits. When 
we pray, we love the Lord our God. When we read of displaced persons and refugees, we 
long for people to be found in neighbourhoods where they are loved for themselves.

As God’s people we only belong to Him completely if we belong to those who wander in a 
wilderness without a promised land.

Will we, The Salvation Army, take in the lost, take in the insignificant? 
For, whenever you do this to one of the ‘least important’, 

you do it for the refugee Jesus.
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